
  May 2020 

 

!  

President’s Report: 

Hello to all members, 

I hope everyone and their family's have stayed safe during this rough time.  

This spring weather has been rainy, wet and cool. We've had very few days 
that were good to fly. Two days recently, we had good flying weather and 
the field seemed like it came out of hibernation with about 12 members 
there one of those days and 8 or 9 on the other day. Three of our four 
shelters had people setting up.  Members were there from noon or so until 
dark. Watch the weather, and come out on those days if possible. Usually a 
few seasoned guys are there to assist if needed.  Lately it seems like good 
weather creates activity at the field. It's great to see that.  
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Something very positive is:  
During the time I was there with others, I noticed everyone was careful to follow the social distancing 
guidelines. Most people have that concern.  I never felt uncomfortable any time I was out there. 
Please remember those guidelines. The guidelines help and allow everyone to feel confident / 
comfortable when they come to the club. 

 The field has been wet but with the new mower, we have been able to keep it mowed in between the 
showers without making ruts and mud. We had to jump around on days of mowing because of the 
rain. When the spring rains slow down we will be back on schedule; Fridays from 1pm until approx. 
3:30 - 3:45 pm. During peak growing season we will mow the runways only Tuesdays at 1pm. Kenny 
and I are able to complete all the mowing, trimming and cleanup in approx. 2.5hrs. The field is closed 
during those times. approx.. 2 hrs. on Tuesdays, mowing runways only. I will post reminder emails the 
day before we mow, if I know the weather will allow us to mow the next day. 

!          !  
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One thing I regret to inform everyone of is:   

The mat on the north runway is not yet installed. I had hoped (weather permitting) we could have had 
it done before Memorial Day. The weather did not cooperate. We have the site ready. The weeds 
have been killed. It has been box scraped twice in order to level and smooth it. Rocks and pebbles 
have been raked into a pile. The low spots have been filled. The site is ready. It just needs to dry out 
so we can walk on it without making footprints. The day we install, we will lightly box scrape once 
more then rake any last stones and debris off and staple down the mat. We waited for a weather 
window that simply didn't happen yet.  Kenny Guthrie and Ben Schiebe created three tools to push 
the staples down while standing up.  That will save the backs of the installers for sure. Thanks guys!!  
The mat will be done soon. It's on the front burner.  

 This is an approximate April mowing comparison for fuel cost for our mower vs. hiring a mowing 
service. We mowed the field complete 3 times. We mowed the runways only, two additional times. 
The gas for the mower cost almost $50.00. Gas for the truck to get the mower (5 trips about 2 gal 
round trip) to the field was about 10 gal or another $19.00. Club expense for fuel was very close to 
$70.00. The Treasurers report will have exact amounts from receipts. American Pride charged 
$140.00 per mowing. 3 X $140.00 = $420.00 without two additional "runway only" mowing's, we 
saved about $350.00 in the first month of our new mowers use. We were able to switch mowing days 
to keep the field smooth by not mowing when wet and soft, plus two additional runway mowing's to 
reduce the heavy clippings laying on top. The mower has performed flawlessly and is very nice to 
operate.  It will support this club for a long time. 

We gained one new member this month, Dylan Alexander. Dylan is John Berkey's grandson. John is 
a longtime member. Dylan is a bright almost 15 year old (he told me almost 15 .. Chuckle) young man 
who has the ability to be a great pilot.  He has been a member in the past but never flown at the 
field He did fly micro planes indoors. He has learned to take off and land, very quickly. He is a natural 
pilot.  Welcome Dylan!  It's also nice to see a proud grandfather out there with him enjoying the 
hobby.  Young hobbyists are our future. Say Hi if you see him.  

The future is still unsure for gathering. I did hear on the radio today, some city's plan to open public 
areas in early July. Who knows. I want to make sure our club follows (to the best of our ability) the 
recommendations for safety. I don't want to compromise anyone, in any way for our model airplane 
club meeting.  

We had a member suggest meeting at the field and it's under consideration. The meeting could 
consist of 15 to 25 individuals in one shelter. Not sure if that is something we want and/or need to do. 
Notifications will be provided to all if a decision is made to meet. Please provide any thoughts 
concerning meetings. 

A member proposed that we refund current year dues to the family/estate of a member if death 
occurs during the year. The suggestion also asks the club to acknowledge the loss and offer 
representation from the club members/officers if the family requests. I agree completely. We need to 
support any member's family during this trying time. When we meet again, this will be on the agenda 
for sure. Any questions, concerns or suggestions about this please, contact any officer.  

My goal is for our club to ENCOURAGE MEMBERS TO FLY.  Congratulate and share success, 
discuss safety in a positive way, not in a condescending way. Let beginners know we all understand 
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when things don't go as they plan. Reassure apprentice pilots when their confidence has been 
shaken. Have everyone feel comfortable while flying. Share each others experiences and help each 
other to be better pilots and mechanics. This hobby requires being both.  

It is on the horizon: Our club is going to flourish. Thanks to everyone who has helped with this vision.  

 Wishes for blue skies and calm winds.    

Sincerely,   
Jim Simo 
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