
Atom Fox
Producer
Local Ad Man Advertising
4321 First Street
Paradise Cove, PD 10276

Dear Atom,

I saw the rough cut of the commercial you’re doing for the City of Paradise Cove. And I saw the 
notes the Paradise Cove City Council sent you in response to the cut. So they want a more 
“upbeat” commercial, huh? And they want “more attention put on residents spending money,” 
eh? And they want to do “more in the production, but with less money,” right? Excellent notes!

I think it's smart to hit viewers over the head with a message that tells them to spend money 
they don't have, and to tell them to actually have fun while they're driving their lives deeper and 
deeper into debt. And I think making the commercial look more like an amateur production -- 
something you might find on a cable access channel -- would help make it look just like the 
other “quality” programming on Paradise Cove cable access. After all, you’re an ad man, Atom, 
you wouldn't want the city’s spot to stand out. 

Maybe you should edit the spot on amateur software, use barn door transitions, make the text 
dance and sparkle . . . And you might as well shoot unlit VHS-C videotape. You could probably 
shoot all the downtown locations, the mall, city hall, in and around Paradise Cove in 10 min-
utes with no crew.

The city of Paradise Cove’s response to your rough edit -- I repeat, rough edit -- is one of the 
many reasons why I’ve come to hate marketing, and why I'm glad I'm not doing it anymore, 
especially with dumb small town idiots such as those on the Paradise Cove City Council. You 
end up putting your name on total crap and wasting your life away.

Here's how the commercial should go to make those morons at City Hall happy:

EXT. UNDER THE FREEWAY OVERPASS - MORNING

The SMITH FAMILY, a no-income family, sits in a mud 
puddle next to mounds and mounds of trash and the 
family's stolen 1985-and-a-half Buick Skylark. 

FATHER SMITH says goodbye to his family, happy to 
look for a job that doesn’t exist. 

MOTHER SMITH is busy cleaning up other people’s used 
drug needles on the ground, commenting on how great 
it is to clean up other people's filth.

Their child, BILLY SMITH (16), awakes, takes a bath 
in the mud, and goes to his mother.

BILLY SMITH
Mom, I have so many things I need to buy 
for Christmas, but I just don't know where 
to shop. Can you help me? Please.
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MOTHER SMITH
Why, Billy, here in Paradise Cove, the 
greatest little city in the entire world, 
we are home to the greatest stores, res-
taurants and businesses that exist. 

BILLY SMITH
We are?

MOTHER SMITH
That's right, Billy. Now go on, run out 
and get your presents. 

BILLY SMITH
But I don't have any money.

MOTHER SMITH
That's okay, sweetheart. Take the rest of 
the money your father doesn’t have lefto-
ver from his unemployment check. He won't 
mind. He's been telling me for months that 
he'll soon find a job right here in Para-
dise Cove, and I believe him. And remem-
ber, your city is made up of the greatest 
elected officials ever elected to office. 

BILLY SMITH
Gee, mom. You're the best. And our city 
officials are the best, too. I can't wait 
to spend the rest of our family's money in 
town so that the city council and other 
wealthy titans who borrowed money they 
can't pay back can stay employed and keep 
borrowing money.

     CUT TO:

EXT. DOWNTOWN PARADISE COVE - DAY

SHOPPERS, dressed in rags, rush in and out of stores 
with dozens and dozens of bags of goodies. They all 
sing:
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SHOPPERS (singing)
Here in Paradise Cove we shop,
We shop 'til we drop,
It's the greatest time of the year.

And in Paradise Cove we find,
Great piece of mind,
Helping rich people -- not ourselves --        

 with cheer.

SHOPPER 1 exits a store and bumps into SHOPPER 2.

SHOPPER 1
Pardon me, my good man. Wow, I feel so 
good and free just spending money that I 
don't have in Paradise Cove.

SHOPPER 2
I can't agree with you more, neighbor. 
I've been unemployed for over a year now, 
and I just can't tell you how much I love 
maxing out my credit. Can't you see the 
smile on my face? 

SHOPPER 1
I can. And it's so true. It's this time of 
year when you can't think about your own 
pain. You have to think about elected of-
ficials, and helping them make a differ-
ence in the community so that they can 
earn a reason to be re-elected next term, 
or better yet, move up in legislation, 
away from our great city and into the 
state where they can make real names for 
themselves. 

SHOPPER 2
I can't agree more. But we should also be 
very concerned about the business owners. 

SHOPPER 1
So true again. I want to help them as 
well, even though I was laid off two years 
ago and have no means to help them. I no-
ticed that many of our local business own-
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ers had to give up their fourth cars, and 
even trade in their sport utility Lexuses 
for BMW roadsters. Pity.

SHOPPER 2
I noticed that as well. It's so sad.

SHOPPER 1
No, we can't think of ourselves in times 
like these. 

Shopper 1 stares off into the Heavens. Tears form 
under his eyes.

SHOPPER 1 (contin.)
It's funny, the other day I felt like 
killing myself... 

Pause, and then with a smile returning to his face:

SHOPPER 1 (contin.)
And then reality hit me. I saw a really 
bad no-budget cable access-style commer-
cial on TV about Paradise Cove residents 
supporting local businesses, spending 
money they didn't have, and they were hav-
ing so much fun just pissing their money 
away on meaningless trinkets so they could 
help the city after they screwed them-
selves financially by keeping bad books 
and treating residents and businesses like 
the trash they throw away. So I figured I 
could be happy like those people if I were 
spending money I didn't have in downtown 
Paradise Cove.

SHOPPER 2
Hey, neighbor, you’re a wise and consider-
ate fellow. You wanna shop together? 

SHOPPER 1
I'd love to. How about we hit up Ultra   

 Mega Super Box for some big stuff at small 
 prices? Then maybe we could go    
 pick up dinner.
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SHOPPER 2
Dinner at a Paradise Cove establishment,  

 of course. How ‘bout Diner Dan’s?

SHOPPER 1
Of course, my good man.

The two men hold hands and skip off to another fine 
Paradise Cove business.

     CUT TO:

PICTURE OF PARADISE COVE CITY COUNCIL

V.O. (cheesy voice)
That's right, Paradise Cove citizens. 
Thanks to your wonderful Paradise Cove 
City Council, you're able to enjoy a great 
business community and a municipality that 
looks out for your needs. It’s the Para-
dise Cove City Council members who also 
bring you sunsets to enjoy each day, nice 
weather and your love lives, if you think 
about it, all which help make your life 
better. Now return the favor and give our 
city more money so your leaders can get 
more raises and continue to make you 
happy.

LOGO INSERT

FADE OUT.

Do yourself a favor, Atom. Quit your ad job and become a writer like me.

See you at the bar,

Peter Ritti
Peter Ritti
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