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oregon  orchestras
fall 2013

Monday, October 14
OHS Orchestras
7:30 p.m. in the OHS Performing Arts 
Center (PAC)

Tuesday, November 12
OMS Orchestras
7:00 p.m. in the OHS PAC

Monday, November 18
RCI Orchestras
6:00 p.m. 5th grade in the OHS PAC; 
7:00 p.m. 6th grade in the OHS PAC

Thursday, December 12
OHS Orchestras
7:30 p.m. in the PAC

Monday, December 16
PVE/NKE Orchestras
6:00 p.m. in the PAC

Tuesday, December 17
BKE Orchestra
6:00 p.m. in the PAC

Upcoming Concerts
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A newsletter for 
the Oregon Friends of the Orchestras

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra 
students, grades 4 through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to 
provide support to their teachers. This mission will be accomplished through 
fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.

You are Invited!

Our goals are to empower the Oregon Orchestra students to pursue their 
musical aspirations and enhance their performance skills by participating in the 
Oregon School District’s string program.  We would like to introduce all parents 
to the Friends of the Orchestra (FOTO), which is a parent-led group that 
supports the Orchestra program (grades 4-12) and raises money to assist with this 
support.

All parents of orchestra students are invited to participate in FOTO.  We are 
especially seeking help with the fall clothing sale and orchestra publicity.  
Building representatives at each school are also needed.

Join us at the next FOTO meeting Wednesday, October 9 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
OHS Orchestra Room.  Contact Jo Temte at 577-5845 or jotemte@mac.com for 
more information.

Check out our new web site! https://sites.google.com/site/oregonsdfoto/home 
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FOTO Board of Directors

JoTemte, President and Newsletter 
jotemte@mac.com

Susie LeBrun, Secretary 
Rof2015@aol.com 

Teresa Bull, Treasurer 
fredabull@aol.com 

Mike Kiffel, Web Page
mtkiff@gmail.com 

Gloria and JimWysocky, Fruit Sale 
jglrw@hotmail.com

Clothing Sale, position vacant
Publicity, position vacant

Please contact us for more 
information.
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Oregon High School Update

OHS Students to Experience 
Puccini's TOSCA in Overture Hall/
Madison on October 30

OHS orchestra and music composition 
students are invited to travel into Madison 
on October 30 to experience the drama, 
love, murder and deceit that is the 
masterpiece "Tosca." This opera will be 
presented with members of the Madison 
Opera and Madison Symphony Orchestra 
(including OHS orchestra teacher Laura 
Burns and PVE/RCI teacher Elisabeth 
Ellenwood).  

Tickets are $5 per student and permission 
slips are being completed now. Check out 
these links for more information:

http://www.madisonopera.org/
performances-2013-2014/tosca/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tosca
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The Concert is Next 
Week, What Do I Wear?

Here are some concert attire tips for 
OHS players from Ms. Sanyer:

Remember, this is a costume!! You 
should look professional, so cover 
your skin - the attention should be 
on the music, not the clothing.  
There is no need to buy anything 
expensive. Borrowing clothes is just 
fine since you probably won’t wear 
your concert costume many other 
places.

Women, please wear black slacks or a black skirt with a black top or 
sweater.  Sleeves should be 3/4 length to long and comfortable for playing. 
You may also wear a black dress.  Again, this is your concert costume, so 
not too tight or low-cut. NO bare midriff, spaghetti straps or short/
sleeveless tops or dresses.  Also remember your black socks or stockings/
tights!  Wear black shoes with closed toes (no sandals). 

Men, please wear black pants.  Shirts may be black or white, but should 
have long sleeves and be comfortable for playing.  A black jacket is 
optional.  Remember your black socks - NO white athletic socks or bare 
ankles!  Also wear black shoes (athletic shoes are fine if they are dark with 
no stripes or flashy marks unless you can cover them with black tape). Ties 
are fine and should be low-key, dark and/or conservative.

TECH ED for High School Orchestra Students!

Technique! Technique! Technique! We have many new projects going on in 
small group learning time this year. Students began the year by choosing 
from a list of technique topics. If you walk by the small group room, you will 
hear new solo projects, sliding shifts, shaking vibrato, instrument tuning and 
bow control exercises. 

In addition to solo and technique workshops, we have musicians working in 
small ensembles developing their own collection of pieces for performance. 
Orchestra students are frequently invited to play for events in our 
community.  These events range from performances such as last year’s 
Barnes and Noble event organized by FOTO to playing at dinners for various 
volunteer organizations. Stay tuned for more details on these projects and 
performances as the year progresses!

Oregon Orchestra Teachers

OHS: Leyla Sanyer!
835-4403  les@oregonsd.net

OHS: Laura Burns 
835-6325  lcburns@oregonsd.net 

OMS: Tom Elmer!
835-4819  tce@oregonsd.net

RCI: Kay Black 
835-4721  knblack@oregonsd.net

NKE/BKE: Shelly Weber 
835-4195  smweber@oregonsd.net

PVE/RCI: Elisabeth Ellenwood 
835-4721 emellenwood@oregonsd.net 
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Oregon High School Update cont.
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International Quartet Experience
by Laura Burns

In addition to teaching at OHS, I am a member of the Madison Symphony’s Rhapsodie String Quartet. This ensemble is 
part of the HeartStrings initiative that brings live, interactive performances into healthcare and residential facilities 
throughout the Madison area. This summer, the Rhapsodie Quartet traveled to Wiesbaden and Freiburg Germany to 
conduct HeartStrings sessions and to act as the cultural ambassadors for the Freiburg's 25th anniversary Sister CIty 
Festival. Our recitals included works of Haydn, Ives and Schubert. One of the most memorable experiences for me was 
playing at a memory care facility in Wiesbaden. Adults with different stages of dementia and/or Alzheimer’s Disease may 
have trouble remembering family members or places, but they will frequently be able to recall songs that they have 
enjoyed throughout their life. When the quartet plays in memory care facilities in Madison, we frequently hear residents 
singing along to the music. One of the pieces we chose for the tour was an arrangement of Johann Strauss’, “On the 
Beautiful Danube.”  We usually hear people singing the most famous waltz from that collection. In Wiesbaden, we heard 
every single waltz from that collection sung beautifully! It was very moving to listen to. As I reflect upon this experience, I 
realize that music has been the venue in which I have connected with the global community throughout my life. My first 
international experience was traveling as a High School student with WYSO to Taiwan and Japan. I then traveled with my 
University Orchestra to the Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary and Slovakia. These experiences have broadened my view 
of the world and allowed me to connect and meet so many wonderful people. Music truly is a universal language!

Thank you to everyone who has 
donated to FOTO this year.

Donations to FOTO are always welcome! 

Please send donations to: FOTO
c/o  Teresa Bull, 5447 Glenway Circle, 
Oregon, WI 53575

Is your musician interested in lessons?

Perhaps you have noticed that your child is very excited about playing their instrument 
and would like to have more music to learn and some individual attention. If you are 
interested in signing your budding soloist up for private lessons, there are Oregon High 
School orchestra students available and interested in teaching! Lesson fees are set at $10 
for a 30 minute lesson or $15 for a 45 minute lesson. These can be scheduled every week 
or twice a month for best results.

Contact your child’s string teacher for a list of recommended teachers OR e-mail Ms. 
Sanyer les@oregonsd.net or Ms. Burns lcburns@oregonsd.net at the high school for more 
information.

Coming next month!!  
OHS Cookie and Cheesecake sale...

Coming this January!!  
FOTOs winter fruit sale...    

Coming next spring!!   
Barnes and Noble Book Fair

Concert help needed!
FOTO needs one or two parents to organize stage decorations and after-concert receptions for the winter and spring 
concerts.  If you are interested, please contact Jo Temte at 577-5845 or jotemte@mac.com.

mailto:les@oregonsd.net
mailto:les@oregonsd.net
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Oregon Middle School Update
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This district-wide sale helps support Oregon School District orchestra 
field trips, scholarships, guest artists, special events and much more. 

Fourth Annual Oregon Orchestra

Fruit Sale 
COMING YOUR WAY IN 2014

RUNS IN JANUARY — WATCH FOR DETAILS

2013 half page ads_apple_9-29-13_Layout 1  9/29/13  3:18 PM  Page 1

Happy Fall OMS Orchestra Families,
 
Hello from the Middle School Orchestra classroom! We are off and running to a great 
start to the year and I am excited about working with your students. What great 
musical progress they have been making this far! The year promises to be filled with a 
lot of music learning and making!

Our first concert of the year is quickly approaching. It will be held on Tuesday, 
November 12, 2013 at the Oregon Performing Arts Center at Oregon High School. 
General student call time is 6:30 p.m. and the concert will begin promptly at 7:00 
p.m. Rockestra players should report at 6:00 p.m. for a sound and equipment check.
 
Each grade level is working on a variety of music. Students in the 7th Grade Orchestra are learning “Medieval Wars,” 
“Toccatina,” and a jazz piece called “Tuxedo Junction.” Students in the 8th Grade Orchestra are learning “Galena-Milwaukee 
Breakdown,” “Ballet Parisian,” “Korean Folk Song Variants,” and “Dance Scenario.”  All students so far have been working 
on key signatures and scales, more advanced and complex rhythms, improvisation, and connecting music to other disciplines 
and arts.
 
All OMS Orchestra students are also involved in small group learning time. This is a 20 minute time slot that rotates 
throughout the day each week. There are varying numbers of students in each small group, but students are still engaged in 
music learning in a small group setting. Students are encouraged to check their small group schedule each week, as well as 
take a hard copy from the orchestra room for their student planners. Schedules are posted inside of the orchestra room and 
in each team area.
 
OMS Rockestra is back this year. Currently, our rehearsals are held on Tuesday mornings before school (7:10 – 7:45) and 
Thursday afternoons after school (3:30 to 4:00). Rockestra will play on our regular concerts as well as other in-school events.
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at tce@oregonsd.net.

- Tom Elmer, OMS
 

mailto:tce@oregonsd.net
mailto:tce@oregonsd.net


Welcome and Farewell!
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The Oregon School District has a history of hiring knowledgeable, creative and engaging string teachers. This 
year is no different as we welcome Shelly Weber and Elisabeth Ellenwood to our staff.

Where in the world is:

Eric Linnes-Bagley has moved to the Chicago suburbs to teach orchestra at 
the middle level and work on contacts for stand-up comedy which he also loves!

Elisabeth Petersen has decided to maintain her private studio and stay home 
with her wonderful young son!

Rebecca Eggerichs took the opportunity to sign a contract to teach music in 
an American school in China for the next three years!

We hope to see Eric, Elisabeth and Rebecca again in the future.  We wish them 
well on their next adventure in teaching!!

I am ecstatic to be joining the Oregon School 
District and teaching alongside the stellar Oregon 
orchestra staff this year!  

I have been a public school orchestra teacher for 21 
years, and have spent the majority of those years 
teaching first and second year players.  To me, few things 
rival the joy of guiding children down the first few steps 
of their musical paths. 

I hold a Bachelors Degree in both Music Education and 
Viola Performance from the Eastman School of Music 
and a Masters Degree in Music Education from the 
University of North Carolina-Greensboro. I am a 
member of the Madison Symphony Orchestra viola 
section—be sure to come up to the stage and say hello!

I live in Whitewater, WI with my husband, Christian 
(who teaches at UW-W), my 10-year old son Carson, and 
my 7-year-old son Emerson.  Our family enjoys hiking, 
kayaking, traveling, cooking, listening to all sorts of 
music, and watching movies while munching very buttery 
popcorn!

 - Elisabeth (Lisel) Ellenwood, PVE/RCI

 
I am very excited to be teaching fourth grade 
strings at both Netherwood Knoll and Brooklyn 
elementary schools! 

I began playing violin at age 10 in a school music program 
in the Kettle Moraine School District. I received a 
Bachelor of Music degree with an emphasis in 
Instrumental Music Education from the University of 
Wisconsin- Whitewater in 2011. While at Whitewater, I 
studied violin privately with Madison Symphony 
Orchestra violinist Leanne League. 

After completing my student teaching assignment in the 
Wauwatosa Public Schools, I went back to school at UW-
Madison where I earned a Masters degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction. In addition to playing with the Madison 
Community Orchestra and a gigging string quartet in the 
Madison area, I am also also a luthier (builder of string 
instruments). 

This year is bound to be exciting and musical at both 
Netherwood and Brooklyn, and I am looking forward to 
students sharing their favorite music so that they can 
learn it together on their instruments!

- Shelly Weber, BKE/NKE
 



To Buy or Not to Buy a String Instrument?

To Buy or Not to Buy a String Instrument?

Sometime during the first few years of a student’s life as 
an aspiring string player, the decision to buy an 
instrument is reached.

In most cases for violinists, this 
happens sooner if the child will be 
tall enough and ready to fit a full 
size (4/4) violin.  This is not so 
simple for those who study viola or 
cello.

As most parents know, rental 
money usually disappears.  With 

steady monthly payments, the family is no closer to 
owning an instrument.  There are exceptions to this and 
you can check with your teacher to know more.

String instruments are not as expensive as one might 
think. True, a good violin or viola outfit (with a bow and 
case) can range from $1,000 and up.  A good cello can 
range from $1,500 and up.  If a family can plan ahead and 
make a savings account to reach this figure, we will 
definitely be able to help them find such an instrument. 
Quality instruments that cost little are few and far 
between.  Less expensive instruments usually do not 
hold up, need more repair and don’t last for many 
years as the student develops a more sophisticated 
tone concept. Also, the higher the price on a new 
instrument, the more likely it will keep its resale value.  
Really sine instruments are considered art and usually 
increase in value.

If a family is strapped for cash it would be better to 
borrow or rent an instrument of the correct size until a 
time when the purchase of a good instrument is possible. 
We are worried about seeing high school students still 
playing ¾ size violins and 14 inch violas.  This is 
discouraging for the student.

It is REALLY important that when you decide to buy, the 
student (with the help of a knowledgeable teacher or 
musician) can try different instruments in the parents’ 
price range and choose one for themselves.  Instruments 
within the same price range can have very different sounds 
and different bows can create even more variety of sound 
quality and playing comfort.  It is impossible to just go out 
and buy a violin/viola/cello without your student having a 
chance to see how it feels and sounds first.  This is why we 
discourage the purchase of an instrument online or out of 

a catalogue. Your child’s teacher will have a list of nearby 
places to which you can go with your child to look at 
instruments in your price range.

So in closing, please consider the following:

1) Research your student’s needs by contacting 
their string teacher.

2) Consider your priorities and how much you 
can spend on an instrument.

3) Analyze (with the help of a teacher) 
whether your child is ready for – 
• 4/4 violin (usually between the 5th and 7th 

grade)
• 15.5 to 16 inch viola (usually between the 7th 

and 9th grade)
• 4/4 cello (usually between the 8th and 10th 

grade)
• 3/4 (full size) bass (usually between the 8th 

and 10th grade)
4) Get a list of stores and dealers from your 

child’s teacher.
5) Spend more on an instrument and bow and 

wait for a nicer case.
6) Rent to own if necessary.
7) Ask dealer about payment plans.

It is really important in a musician’s development that 
they have the best possible sound coming out of their 
instrument.  Good instruments can save money down the 
road AND if you aim for a better instrument, it might 
keep a student going into adulthood.

Let us know if 
you have 
questions or 
need specific 
advise.  Your 
child’s 
teacher is 
always 
willing to 
help you 
examine 
instruments 
for purchase.  
At the high 
school level 
we will even 
meet you at a 
store or dealer to help out.
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From the 4th Grade Teachers
PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKEBKE
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Hi, 4th Grade Orchestra Parents!

The 4th graders are off and running (make that plucking)! We are excited 
to be working with a fabulous group of 4th graders! Your young musician 
will progress quickly with daily practice (10-15 minutes a day is great, if 
practice is consistent). Each musician will bring home a weekly 
homework/goal sheet, so there should never be any question as to what to 
practice. We anticipate a fantastic fall semester filled with beautiful 
music, and will be eager to share our learning with you at our first 
concerts of the season!

NKE & PVE - Monday, December 16, 6:00 p.m. in the OHS PAC 
(in school rehearsal/assemblies TBA).

BKE - Tuesday, December 17, 6:00 p.m. in the OHS Performing Arts 
Center.  Orchestra and Choir combined concert (in school rehearsal and 
concert TBA).

On Tuesday, November 26, 2013, all of the fourth grade students from 
Oregon will have the opportunity to attend a concert given by the 
Madison Symphony Orchestra! More information and permission slips 
will be coming home soon!
As always, feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns!

Elisabeth Ellenwood, PVE emellenwood@oregonsd.net     
Shelly Weber, BKE/NKE!     smweber@oregonsd.net

Visit:
www.gaschoolstore.com    

Press: SHOP NOW 
For School ID, type: 3014255

Since this goes to FOTO, and  
not a student, for First Name,  
type: No Student 

For Last Name, type: Select

Start shopping.
The website will give you prompts  

for the rest of your purchase. 

THANK YOU.

And support Oregon Friends  
of the Orchestra (FOTO). 

A percentage of each purchase directly   
benefits Oregon Orchestras.

 

Order or Renew 
Your Magazine
Subscriptions

This fundraiser runs all year long!
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Check out the new 4th Grade 
Orchestra website for Brooklyn 
and Netherwood Knoll!  
s.oregonsd.net/grade-4-strings

http://s.oregonsd.net/grade-4-strings
http://s.oregonsd.net/grade-4-strings


Need A Gift For Your Special String Player?
Some ideas from the Oregon Orchestra faculty

Musical gifts for everyone:

• Music stand (Hamilton black or 
folding...lots of fun new colors)

• Cleaning supplies (specially 
formulated for string instruments) 
cleaner/ polish, soft cloth, peg 
compound

• Gift certificate for sheet music 
and supplies from Ward Brodt

• i-pod or other MP3 player 

• Gift certificate for CDs from 
Barnes and Noble 

• i-tunes gift card 

• Ticket to a concert - Check out 
the local arts section of the 
newspaper Overture Center box 
office Madison Symphony Orchestra 
website www.portalwisconsin.org 

• Tuner (Korg CA-30) approx. $28

• Metronome - the Sabine "M 
etrotune" is both tuner and 
metronome, approx $34

• Software for writing music on 
the computer: PrintMusic ($69.95 
on their website) or Finale (around 
$600)

• New instrument and/or 
bow(Eastman)

Call Ralph Rabin (274-8272) or Charles 
Pinckney (442-0416). In a$ cases let 
student choose an instrument in your price 
range and/or check with teacher for 
advice ... we love to help!!

Look into composite or carbon 
fiber bows...they're more durable 
than inexpensive wood bows and 
worth the money.

For the violinist:

• Violin case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) 
• Everest shoulder rest 
• Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
• Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Randy Sabien, Mark 

O’Connor, Joshua Bell, Midori, Itzhak Perlman, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenburg, 
Gil Shaham, Eroica Trio, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra from 
Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

For the violist:

• Viola case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) make sure to 
measure viola for good fit

• Everest shoulder rest
• Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
• Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Kim Kashkashian, Eric 

Shumsky, Walter Primrose, Patricia McCarthy, Emerson Quartet, any 
Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minnesota, etc.

For the cellist:

• Rosin (Jade or Hill) 
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles:  Matt Turner, Yo Yo Ma, 

Jacqueline Du Pre, Janos Starker, Lynn Harrell, Eroica Trio, Emerson 
Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

For the bassist:

• Wheel for endpin of bass - check with the Bass Workshop in Madison
• Rosin (Petz No. 3 or Pop's)
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Esperanza Spalding, Ray 

Brown, Gary Carr, Edgar Meyer, Mark Morton, Rufus Reid, Ron Carter 
(jazz), any Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.
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RCI and More News
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Links to Area Orchestras

Madison Symphony Orchestra (MSO)
www.madisonsymphony.org

Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra (WCO)
www.wcoconcerts.org

Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras 
(WYSO)
http://wyso.music.wisc.edu

The WYSO website has a wonderful “links” 
page which connects you to many other area 
musical opportunities.

Most of these organizations have wonderful student 
and child pricing! Put them on your calendar now, 
get your tickets, and enjoy amazing live music!

Hello RCI Orchestra Parents!

In the first two months of school orchestra students at RCI have been learning many new skills on their 
instruments and expanding their musical knowledge and vocabularies. 5th grade students have been expanding 
their literacy skills to include the notes on all four strings and have done a great job reviewing notation, bow 
symbols, and position and posture. 6th grade students have been learning to tune their own instruments. We are 
working hard to establish pitch recognition and interval recognition when matching pitch to a source such as a 
piano or another string instrument. Students are also beginning to work on harmonics and shifting up and down 
the fingerboard.

As many of our RCI violinists and violists are upgrading to full size instruments, now is a great time to invest in a 
shoulder rest in place of a sponge. Shoulder rests provide better support for the instrument which allows students 
to play with greater ease, avoid health issues such as neck and shoulder tension, and develop more advanced skills 
such as shifting and vibrato. Please, contact Mrs. Black if you are interested in purchasing a shoulder rest.
On November 18th, the RCI 5th and 6th Grade Orchestras will be performing their first concert at OHS in the 
Performing Arts Center. The 5th grade concert will begin at 6:00 p.m. and the 6th grade concert at 7:00 p.m. 
Selected pieces will allow us to share through music the many new concepts and skills we have been working on 
each day in rehearsal and in our small group instruction time.

Other important dates:
5th grade students will attend the Madison Symphony 
Youth Concert on Tuesday, November 26th, 2013.  Look 
for information soon!

RCI Orchestra Teachers
Kay Black and Elisabeth Ellenwood
knblack@oregonsd.net! emellenwood@oregonsd.net

Visit the RCI website! 
Log on through the RCI homepage 
under Teacher Links, Orchestra

http://www.madisonsymphony.org
http://www.madisonsymphony.org
http://www.wcoconcerts.org
http://www.wcoconcerts.org
http://wyso.music.wisc.edu
http://wyso.music.wisc.edu
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