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Tuesday, February 5
OMS 8th Grade Recital
7:00 p.m. in the OMS Cafeteria

Tuesday, February 12
OMS 7th Grade Recital
7:00 p.m. in the OMS Cafeteria

Tuesday, February 26
RCI 6th Grade Recital
6:00 p.m. Green Team; 7:30 p.m. Terra 
Cotta Team in the RCI Commons

Thursday, February 28
RCI 5th Grade Recital
6:00 p.m. Day 1; 7:30 p.m. Day 2 in the 
RCI Commons

Monday, March 4
PVE Recital Concert 
6:30 p.m. in the RCI Commons

Thursday, March 7
NKE Recital Concert  
6:00 p.m. in the PAC

Tuesday, March 12
BKE Recital Concert 
7:00 p.m. in the OMS Cafeteria
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A newsletter for 
the Oregon Friends of the Orchestras

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra 
students, grades 4 through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to 
provide support to their teachers. This mission will be accomplished through 
fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.

Fruit Order Pick Up!

Saturday, February 9 from 8:00 am - 11:00 am
In the Oregon High School  Lobby

Thank you to everyone who sold or bought fruit this 
year. Please write one check to the Oregon Friends of 

the Orchestra for your entire order, pick up your fruit, and 
make your deliveries as soon as possible.

Remember to store fruit in a cool, dry place, and let your orchestra teacher know 
as soon as possible if there are any problems with your order!

Upcoming Concerts
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Check out the NEW 
FOTO Website!
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The Music Classroom

December 3, 2012
 
Dear Friends and Colleagues:
 
Over the last number of years in this profession, I have often heard how much support there is for music in our schools.  
However, I also heard from many who have decided that, because they feel their own music education was not strong, this 
means they “know nothing about the subject of music and how learning takes place.”
 
It is clear that, just as in any other discipline, there are multiple possibilities of what can happen in a classroom, but it does 
seem that, in the music classroom, the observation of more variety tends to lead toward more confusion for the observer.
 
So, in the interests of building a future of comfort with music education for the decision-makers,  I would like to share 
these rarely debated truths about music education:
 
1) K-12 Music is an academic subject.  In music classrooms students learn about the elements of music (melody, 
harmony, rhythm, form, timbre, texture and expression).  They experience the qualities of music that make it an art and a 
form of cultural expression.  Music knowledge can be tested, but more importantly, it can be assessed authentically.  
Learning can be demonstrated.  It is core to the education of every child.

2) Music study is most dynamic and meaningful when it combines skill (technical),
knowledge (cognitive) and affective (emotional) learning.  The music classroom really must be a place where 
students can examine these three aspects.  Although music learning is seldom seen as “black and white” there are some 
knowledge points that are as old as Pythagoras and others that are true across all cultures.

3) The music teacher must combine podium time and lecture format with purposefully
designed time for students to explore their own ideas, weigh alternative thoughts and try out different 
solutions.  Planning for classroom learning is critical in that there is no standard curriculum for music.  There is literature 
and tradition but the choice of material used to deliver curriculum shifts depending on the year, student needs and long 
range goals.

4) There are strong models for planning curriculum and instruction.  One such model is the Wisconsin CMP 
(Comprehensive Musicianship through Performance) Model.  In this 40 year old 5-point model the teacher considers what 
is best for his/her present students given their background skills and knowledge.  The five points are music selection, 
analysis, outcomes, strategies (classroom ideas) and assessment.  A teacher can start their planning from any point on the 
model but a good teaching plan for a piece of music touches on all five, uses the elements of music and plans for deliberate 
student access to affective (emotional) response.  A good teaching plan also has outcomes that speak to short and long 
range goals, a spiral approach, the three modes of music learning and the particular connections that can be made between 
music and other areas of the school curriculum.  In other words, the learning does not end with a test but instead is 
maintained on a continuum where topics and techniques are continually revisited.

5) The strong music teacher does not only direct repetitive practice.  The structure of the 
class period is divided into time when the teacher is sharing knowledge and time when the students are sharing knowledge.  
Emphasis is placed on the large ensemble rehearsal but also on small group instruction for technical development, 
chamber music experience for independent musical thought development and solo work for personal pride/self efficacy 
development.  Technology is used to assist with modeling, encourage ease of composition/improvisation and sharing 
knowledge about music, history and theory.     (continued)



The Music Classroom cont.

6) The physical space of a music classroom must fit the demands of the curriculum.  
It should be organized, well lit, acoustically helpful, visually exciting and engaging.  The classroom should feel welcoming, 
centered around the students and flexible for different kinds of practice, performance and research.  The traditional high 
school music classroom is very podium centered but there are other newer models that emphasize chamber music 
learning, alternative styles and project oriented learning.

7) Students are motivated to practice outside of the class time.  They have access to
practice rooms.  They have class time devoted to learning how to practice on their own.  They are encouraged to 
participate in musical experiences outside of school that demand their input and decision-making skills be honed (church, 
chamber music, rock bands, community ensembles, etc.)

8) The concert is a chance for teachers and students to share what they have learned with their families and 
others in the educational environment.  The concert is not competitive but serves as a snapshot for individual and 
class progress, as well as a chance for students to take responsibility for their own learning.  Students can also participate 
in festivals, community ensembles and creative performances on their own with guidance from the school music teacher.
 
I hope this has helped you to see how music classrooms can help our students to grow as human beings.  It is important 
for us all to stretch our ideas about creativity, value old traditions in our culture/communities and look ahead to future 
needs of students who will be becoming adults in a very different time.  Music is universal. It is about being human.  There 
is no question of the power that it holds for us, but it is a highly complex discipline and this makes our responsibility as 
educators even more important.
 
Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification of anything written here.  As I mentioned, there are many ways to reach this 
end but hopefully this will help you to see how our classrooms enrich our students’ lives and learning.  You are welcome in 
our classrooms at any time.  You may just want to stop by to listen.  You may want to see how we look at a score of music 
to find teaching points and design teaching plans.  You may want to witness students engaged in collaborative learning 
projects.  There is so much going on!  Join us!!
 
Sincerely,

Leyla Sanyer
Oregon High School Music/Orchestra

Badger Conference Solo and Ensemble Festival

March 2, 2013 at Oregon High School ALL DAY
 
Orchestra parents in the middle and high school levels will be invited to help out with food and as room monitors. Stay 
tuned for more information.
 
Students in grades 7-12 are preparing solo and ensemble work to share with others and the adjudicators for this day. We 
encourage all who are interested to sign up with Ms. Burns, Ms. Sanyer and Mr. Elmer. It's really nice to learn how to 
work toward a goal. The sense of accomplishment that you get will take you far in life!!



Oregon High School Update

Oregon Orchestra Teachers

OHS: Leyla Sanyer! 835-4403
les@oregonsd.net

OHS: Laura Burns 835-6325 
lcburns@oregonsd.net 

OMS: Tom Elmer! 835-4819
tce@oregonsd.net

RCI: Kay Black 835-4721
knblack@oregonsd.net

NKE/BKE: Rebecca Eggerichs 
835-4195 rle@oregonsd.net

PVE/RCI: Eric Linnes-Bagley 
845-4721 ebagley@oregonsd.net

OHS Arts Experience Weekend in Minneapolis COMING UP!!

On the weekend of February 15-17, 52 OHS orchestra 
students and 10 chaperones will travel to Minnesota for 
the annual Arts Experience Weekend. On the way we'll 
stop at Hudson (WI) High School to play an exchange 
rehearsal with their students. In Minneapolis we'll visit the 
Cultural Center for a concert by the internationally 
acclaimed Irish/Celtic band SOLAS, Sawatdee Thai 
restaurant, Science Museum of Minnesota, Walker 
Contemporary Art Center, Chanhassen Dinner Theater 
for a performance of "Bye Bye Birdie" and the Mall of 

America on the way home.

This is a great opportunity for our students to see life in a big city center and 
sample arts and cuisine they might not otherwise see, hear and taste in our area.

Thanks to all the high school parent chaperones for joining us on this adventure!! 

Concerto Concert at OHS!!

The OHS March 19th Concert will now be the annual Concerto Concert. Five 
wonderful musicians auditioned on January 22 and two were selected. Anna 
Wangen will perform the Mozart Clarinet Concerto and Katie Fischer will 
perform the Lalo Cello Concerto with the OHS Symphony Orchestra. The other 
orchestras will also be performing jazz style pieces with improvisation breaks. 

Visiting Artists
Beginning in February every OHS orchestra student will 
be rehearsing in a jazz combo for our units on 
improvisation and arranging. We have been working on 
riffs, ostinati, pentatonic scales and using the elements of 
music to design improvisatory performances. 
 We received a generous grant from the Madison Jazz 
Society to buy new equipment for rhythm section and 
recording work for this project called "Improvising Our 
Way in Oregon" so younger students will benefit from our 
guest artist visits as well.

We will be joined on three separate occasions this spring 
by artist teachers Randy Sabien (violin) and Matt Turner 
(cello) (see links to bios below) to coach and perform with 
us. The May 31 concert will include sets by the guest 
artists, the combos and the orchestras. It should be fun!
Styles covered will be blues, Indian raga, Arabic, 
alternative, standards, rock fusion and much more.

http://www.manitowocsymphony.org/bios/
RandySabienbio.pdf
 
http://musicians.allaboutjazz.com/musician.php?id=22853

News from Small Group at 
OHS

Orchestra students spent the last ten 
weeks exploring recording at the 
High School. In addition to the 
iMovie of our chamber music that 
was shared at the December concert, 
we worked on a long term recording 
project. This project involved 
recording a solo performance of a 
piece and then recording it again 
eight weeks later. It was so wonderful 
to hear the progress that everyone 
has made!  

Students were very excited to have 
copies of their work sent to them via 
email. This spring semester promises 
some wonderful live performances of 
chamber music and solo repertoire.  
Solo and Ensemble will be the first of 
many opportunities to hear our 
orchestra students perform. This 
year’s festival will be held on 
Saturday, March 2 at Oregon High 
School.

Randy Sabien

Matt Turner

mailto:les@oregon.k12.wi.us
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4th Grade Update

Fourth Grade Recital Concert

Our fourth-grade students have been working hard to learn the pieces for our next concert – “The Recital Concert”.  The 
studentsʼ requirement for this concert is to learn at least a couple of “recital pieces” and a handful of “large group pieces”. 
The “large group pieces” are pieces that all of the students are performing together. So, what is a “recital piece”? A recital 
piece is a piece of repertoire (music) that the student has chosen to play in a small group setting or alone (solo). During our 
first week back in January the students had a chance to listen to their teacher demonstrate (perform) all the recital piece 
choices. They then picked the pieces they were interested in learning.

In the past, the orchestra teachers have tried to have all our Recital Performances located at Rome Corners Intermediate 
School. We want to give the students a chance to visit and perform at the school they will be attending next year – in the 
hopes that it might ease their transition to a new school in fifth grade. Due to some scheduling conflicts our Recital Concert 
will be held in different venues in the district. 

Brooklyn Elementary Recital Concert Information:
When: Tuesday, March 12th at 6:00 (students will arrive for tuning and set up at 5:30)
Where: Oregon Middle School Cafeteria

Netherwood Knoll Elementary Recital Concert Information:
When: Thursday, March 7th at 6:00 (students will arrive for tuning and set up at 5:30)
Where: Oregon High School Performing Arts Center

Prairie View Elementary Recital Concert Information:
When: Monday, March 4th at 6:30
Where: Rome Corners Intermediate School Cafeteria

Please make sure that your orchestra student is practicing the recommended number of days per week and filling out their 
goal sheets. Hopefully, by now, the students have a well established routine for their practicing habits – many students make 
their instrument practice part of their homework time, which seems to work very well. When an orchestra student 
practices, it is incredibly beneficial for the students to go through EVERYTHING on the goal sheet EVERY TIME they 
practice. Some students may also benefit by a parent checking this for them. If there are any questions regarding what is 
assigned to your student, it can be written down on the goal sheet and addressed in the student’s small group instruction.

This is the time of year when some studentsʼ interest starts to dip in school as well as orchestra. This is completely normal. 
Playing their instrument is not “new” but the work in orchestra class is still progressing. We are working hard to find fun and 
different things to do at school, but we are asking parents to help keep their students motivated at home with some extra 
encouragement during the next few weeks. Please make sure your student’s fingernails are trimmed before their small group 
day. Long nails (and I am not only referring to the girls!) make left-hand technique impossible to execute accurately… and 
ladies, please no fake nails!

Some of the musical skills and techniques we are working on include learning new music, reading notes, playing pieces at 
different speeds, playing in a round, becoming independent players, playing on two strings at a time (on purpose!), playing 
their first scale, playing different styles of music (such as “fiddle tunes”) and learning about performing naturals and sharps. 
The fourth grade orchestra students are also working on reading notes on the music staff. In addition to this, the students 
are composing small pieces of music using the notes they have learned on their instruments. Sometimes, this can feel 
frustrating to a student but we would like both students and parents to know that this is a skill that takes time and we as 
string teachers understand this. Just like other disciplines and areas of study, some students will learn this concept faster than 
others – and this is just fine. Long range benefits of a task only come from long range commitment and dedication. (cont.)



Middle School News

Hello!
The orchestra students at OMS have been 
working hard to prepare for their next 
performance…The Recital Concert.  This is a 
unique performance opportunity for the 
students since they decide which pieces they 
will perform and with whom they will be 
performing.  The orchestra students will treat 
their audience members to a wide variety of 
musical styles from popular music to more 
classical selections.

The 8th Grade Recital Concert will be held 
on Tuesday, February 5, 2013 and the 7th 
Grade Recital Concert will be held a week 
later on Tuesday, February 12.  Both 
performances will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will be held in the OMS 
Cafeteria.  Students are asked to arrive at 6:30 p.m. for tuning and warm 
ups.

There are a few more exciting musical opportunities for your OMS 
Orchestra student in the nature future.  The first being Solo/Ensemble 
Festival.  This will be held all day at Oregon High School on Saturday, 
March 2, 2013.  This is an optional event where students can get some 
great feedback on their playing.  

Secondly, the OMS Orchestra is planning a trip on Friday, March 8, 2013 
to see world class violinist Naja Solerno-Sonnenberg perform with the 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra.  We will hear Naja perform the Max 
Bruch “Violin Concerto in G Minor” and the orchestra will perform 
Dvorak’s “New World Symphony”.  We will be leaving school at 
approximately 8:00 a.m. and will be returning by 3:00 p.m.  Permission 
slips for the field trip will be due by February 18, 2013.

If your child is already thinking summer, they might want to consider 
some fantastic summer music opportunities, including summer orchestra 
lessons and orchestra camps.  Please have your orchestra student see me 
and I’ll get information to them as soon as it becomes available.

The OMS Rockestra is also working hard on learning new pieces.  We will 
try to have an extra Spring Performance for our devoted “roadies” at some 
point before the end of school.  Our next gig is during a school wide 
assembly on Friday, February 8, 2013.

See you at the Recital Concerts!

Tom Elmer
OMS Orchestra Teacher
tce@oregonsd.net 

4th Grade Update cont.

Special Netherwood Knoll News:

The orchestra students and I have recently 
started a collaborative project with a group of 
students overseas. The idea for this project 
began last summer during a meeting with a 
past student teacher named Ms. Stacy Duren. 
Mrs. Reichold (the general music teacher at 
Netherwood Knoll) and I had the pleasure of 
working with Ms. Duren from August 2009 to 
January 2010. Ms. Duren is currently teaching 
music for the American British Academy in 
Muscat, Oman. 

The main concept of this collaboration is to 
use music as a catalyst to guide our students 
in making global connections between people 
of different cultures and backgrounds. The 
school where Ms. Duren teaches is comprised 
of a multitude of students that come from all 
over the world – many of the families that 
attend this school have moved to the area for 
career opportunities. 

One of the obstacles with this project was 
how to deal with communication. How were 
we going to get the students to communicate 
with each other when we live on opposite 
sides of the globe? While our Oregon 
students are in school, the American British 
Academy students are sleeping. Our solution 
to this dilemma was the idea of ‘video pen-
pals’. When I proposed this project to our 
students at Netherwood they were very 
excited. This excitement intensified when I 
showed them a picture of Ms. Duren and they 
immediately recognized her (the students 
were first graders when Ms. Duren was 
student teaching with us)! 

The exchange of video messages between the 
two schools will only be available for our two 
groups of students to view – they will not be 
available online for the general public to see. 

Feel free to email me (Rebecca Eggerichs – 
rle@oregonsd.net ) with questions!

mailto:tce@oregonsd.net
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Scholarships, Lessons and Fundraisers!

Is your musician 
interested in lessons?

Perhaps you have noticed that your 
child is very excited about playing 
their instrument, would like to have 
more music to learn and some 
individual attention. If you are 
interested in signing your budding 
soloist up for private lessons, there 
are Oregon High School orchestra 
students available and interested in 
teaching! 

Lesson fees are set at $10 for a 30 
minute lesson or $15 for a 45 minute 
lesson. These can be scheduled every 
week or twice a month for best 
results.

Contact your child’s string teacher 
for a list of recommended teachers 
OR e-mail Ms. Sanyer 
les@oregonsd.net or Ms. Burns 
lcburns@oregonsd.net at the high 
school for more information.

FOTO Scholarships 
Available 
Friends of the Orchestra offers 
scholarships for graduating 
orchestra seniors as well as for 
students in grades 4-12 who will be 
participating in a summer music 
clinic or camp.  

Deadline for senior scholarships is 
March 30, 2013. 

Deadline for summer music 
students is June 1, 2013. 

Please see your orchestra teacher 
for more information.

Help Oregon School  
     Orchestras! 
Turn in Bill’s Food Center receipts all year long.                          
It’s easy. Collect and give receipts to your orchestra teacher. Bill’s will donate 1% of each receipt. 
Contributions from this fund-raising program go to support orchestra field trips, scholarships, 
guest artists, special events and more.

Don’t 
forget to 
ask for a 
sticker.

 

thank you.
–Oregon Friends of the Orchestra (FOTO)

Magazine Subscriptions Benefit 
Oregon Orchestras! 
The Friends of the Orchestra have 
discovered that we still have an account for 
online orders only with the replacement 
company for QSP where we have been 
doing business for over 25 years. The 
company is called "Great American 
Fundraising" and orders to this group will 
still yield funds for the Oregon Friends of 
the Orchestra.
 
Some magazines (like Newsweek which no 
longer produces print copies) do have an 
option of a digital subscription!
 
Orders can be placed to http://
www.gaschoolstore.com  

Customers can either type in the school i.d. 
which is 3014255 or look up Oregon High 
School Orchestra. Then you get to one 
extra step where you can designate a 
specific student. Since we don't do this, you 
must type in "No student" in the first name 
box and "Select" in the last name box.

Please let us know if you decide to renew in 
this way and have questions or problems.
 

Thank you to everyone who has 
donated to FOTO this year!

Donations to FOTO are always 
welcome and are tax deductible. 

Please send donations to: Friends of 
the Orchestra c/o  Teresa Bull, 5447 
Glenway Circle, Oregon, WI 53575.
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FOTO Board of Directors

Rome Corners Update

The Orchestra students at RCI are busy getting ready for their recital concerts.  

Each student has chosen a piece or several that will challenge them to learn new things as musicians and string players.  We 
have opportunities to work with students on their pieces in small group on a weekly basis and also students are expected to 
study and work on their piece at home as well. Please, encourage your child to attend all of their small group times, as this 
is a critical time for us to assist them on an individual level. 
Some wonderful duets, trios, and quartets are beginning to take shape!

The 5th grade Recital Concert is on Thursday, February 28th.  The “Day 1” Orchestra class concert will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
and the “Day 2” Orchestra class concert will begin at 7:30 p.m.
The 6th grade Recital Concert is on Tuesday, February 26th.  The 1st hour Orchestra class concert will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
and the 4th hour Orchestra class will begin at 7:30 p.m.  

Over the past month, all RCI Orchestra students have worked on writing their own compositions.  We continue to develop 
our bowing techniques and reinforce reading notation, rhythm, and expressive symbols.  6th grade Orchestra students have 
learned music from Canada and will help to present various cultures of music from our northern neighbor in the Green 
Team area to complete their unit of study.  6th graders are also beginning a Bluegrass Unit in Orchestra in which they are 
forming bluegrass bands and incorporating other instruments such as guitar, mandolin, and mandola.

Silver Strings, a group of 6th grade Orchestra students and a few 5th graders by special invitation began meeting in 
November after school and has been working hard on their repertoire.  Our May concert will feature members of this 
dedicated and hard-working group of students!

Visit the RCI website!
http://www.oregonsd.org/webpages/epetersen/ 

President, Jo Temte jotemte@mac.com
Secretary, Susie LeBrun, Rof2015@aol.com 
Treasurer, Teresa Bull fredabull@aol.com
Scholarship Chair, Mary Swenson MMMMM
Newsletter, JoTemte jotemte@mac.com
Communications/PR , position vacant
Fruit Sale, Gloria and JimWysocky 
jglrw@hotmail.com

Clothing Sale, Jennifer Anderson 
andersonsonthego@hotmail.com 

Please contact us for more information.

Links to Area Orchestras

Madison Symphony Orchestra (MSO)
www.madisonsymphony.org

Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra (WCO)
www.wcoconcerts.org

Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras (WYSO)
http://wyso.music.wisc.edu

The WYSO website has a “links” page which connects you to 
many other area musical opportunities.

Most of these organizations have wonderful student and child pricing! 
Put them on your calendar now, get your tickets, and enjoy amazing 
live music!
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