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WINTER 2012

Thursday, December 13
OHS Orchestra Concert
7:30 p.m.at OHS in the Performing Arts 
Center (PAC)

Monday, December 17
PVE/NKE Orchestra Concert
6:00 p.m. at OHS in the PAC

Tuesday, December 18
BKE Orchestra/Choir Concert
6:00 p.m. at OHS in the PAC

Tuesday, February 5
OMS 8th Grade Recital
7:00 p.m. at OMS Cafeteria

Tuesday, February12
OMS 7th Grade Recital
7:00 p.m. at OMS Cafeteria

Tuesday, February 26
6th Grade Recital Concert
6:00 p.m. Green Team; 7:30 p.m. Terra 
Cotta Team in the RCI Commons

Thursday, February 28
5th Grade Recital Concert
6:00 p.m. Day 1; 7:30 p.m. Day 2 in the 
RCI Commons

Upcoming Concerts

A newsletter for 
the Oregon Friends of the Orchestras
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December 13 OHS Orchestra Concert
 
On the program will be works by Tschaikovsky, Holst, Britten and Grieg.  We 
have been listening to recordings of our individual and ensemble work, analyzing it 
for improvement and applying this to our work in the orchestra classroom and for 
chamber music.
 
The concert starts at 7:30 and there will be a reception to follow.  High school 
orchestra students are asked to bring a small paper plate of cookies/bars to share 
(no more than 6 per students, please!) that night.

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra 
students, grades 4 through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to 
provide support to their teachers. This mission will be accomplished through 
fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.

Sale Dates: January 9–25
Fruit Pick Up: Saturday, February 9

At Oregon High School

This district-wide sale helps support Oregon School District orchestra 
field trips, scholarships, guest artists, special events and much more. 
Watch for details in early January.

Oregon Orchestra
Fruit Sale

COMING YOUR WAY IN 2013

SAVE THE DATES

4th Grade In-School Concerts

Monday, December 17
PVE Orchestra
8:30 a.m. in the PVE gym

Tuesday, December 18
BKE Orchestra
10:00 a.m. in the BKE gym

Thursday, December 20
NKE Orchestra
2:00 p.m. in the NKE gym



In Memory

In Memory of Paul Heenan
written by Leyla Sanyer

Paul Heenan was a cellist in the Oregon High School orchestras.  He 
graduated early in 2001 so he could travel as  guitarist with the Madison 
based rock band Monovox and the Minneapolis band Solid Gold.  

In high school, Paul played in pit orchestras, on solo and ensemble festivals 
and in a bluegrass band (on banjo).  His interest in music and the 
construction of pieces was second to none.  I still can remember him 
entering the room with a request for me to listen to and study a tune by 
the Beatles.  "Ms. Sanyer, the B side Beatles stuff is the best.  They were 
brilliant!  Have you noticed how John Lennon....."  Had Paul not been in 
my classes, it would have been doubtful that I ever listened so 
critically to Led Zeppelin, Beatles, the old blues guitarists and oh 
yes, Leo Kottke.  These were the musicians of my high school 
years but I waited until the turn of the century to really hear 
about them in this way.

After high school, Paul moved to NY, married and worked on 
computers...and yes, in music recording.  He had made so many 
friends in the Madison area in the recording and rock music scene 
so that when he decided to return home this fall, there were job 
offers and bands waiting to welcome him.  There were also many 
family members and friends excited to see Paul come back.

Early in the morning on November 9, 2012 Paul was dropped off 
in his new neighborhood on the near east side of Madison after 
spending the evening meeting with bands and recording 
musicians to scout out connections.  He tried to enter the wrong 
house; one that looks very similar to his new place.  When the 
owners called the police thinking they were being burglarized 
they didn't realize until they saw him that he was their 
new neighbor.  By then it was too late.  In a tragic 
misunderstanding, Paul was shot by a responding police 
officer.  This situation is confusing to all who knew Paul 
and it will take a long time for healing to begin.  He was a 
loyal friend, warm and caring person and a skillful 
musician.

Rest in peace, Paul.  You gave much in your short 
life!

Paul Heenan Memorial Fund

Paul’s family, led by his parents, John and 
Doris Heenan and sister Emily, have 
decided to honor his life through a 
memorial gift to the Oregon Friends of 
the Orchestra to be put toward a 
recording studio off the orchestra room 
at Oregon High School.  This room will 
house sound technology and 
contemporary music instruments such as 
a new drum set, guitars and amplifiers.  
Thank you to everyone who has donated 
to this memorial. 

If you would like to contribute, checks 
may be made out to "Oregon Friends of 
the Orchestra" and sent to Oregon High 
School c/o Orchestra, 456 N. Perry 
Pkwy., Oregon WI 53575.

Yeah we 
all shine 
on, like 
the moon 
and the 
stars, and 
the sun.
! !     John Lennon



Oregon Middle School Update

Congratulations to the Oregon Middle School Orchestras on a 
wonderful performance at our Fall Concert.  I received many positive 
comments from parents, other OMS teachers in attendance, as well as the 
community at large.  Each student should be proud of the work they’ve 
accomplished and our concert was evidence of the musical growth they’ve 
made this year.  Again, great job students!

Speaking of concerts, please mark your calendars for our February Recital 
Concerts.  The 8th graders will present their Recital Concert on Tuesday, 
February 5, 2013 and the 7th graders will present theirs on Tuesday, February 12, 
2013.  This is a concert where students can choose their own groups and music.  
Both of these concerts will be held in the OMS cafeteria.

Students at OMS are also eligible to participate in WSMA’s Solo/Ensemble 
Festival.  This year’s festival will take place on Saturday, March 2, 2013 at 
Oregon High School.  This is an optional performance opportunity that is 
highly encouraged.  Students can play solos or form small ensembles in which 
they will prepare a piece of music and perform it for an adjudicator.  They will 
receive a critique on how they play and will receive a medal of participation.

Once again, great job at the Fall Concert.  
Parents, thank you for the many ways in which 
you support your child’s music education.  
Have a happy, healthy, and safe holiday season.

Tom Elmer
OMS Orchestra Teacher

Is your musician interested 
in lessons?

Perhaps you have noticed that your 
child is very excited about playing 
their instrument, would like to have 
more music to learn and some 
individual attention. If you are 
interested in signing your budding 
soloist up for private lessons, there 
are Oregon High School orchestra 
students available and interested in 
teaching! 

Lesson fees are set at $10 for a 30 
minute lesson or $15 for a 45 minute 
lesson. These can be scheduled every 
week or twice a month for best 
results.

Contact your child’s string teacher 
for a list of recommended teachers 
OR e-mail Ms. Sanyer 
les@oregonsd.net or Ms. Burns 
lcburns@oregonsd.net at the high 
school for more information.

Links to Area Orchestras

Madison Symphony Orchestra (MSO)
www.madisonsymphony.org

Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra (WCO)
www.wcoconcerts.org

Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras (WYSO)
http://wyso.music.wisc.edu

The WYSO website has a “links” page which connects you to many other area 
musical opportunities.

Most of these organizations have wonderful student and child pricing! Put them on your 
calendar now, get your tickets, and enjoy amazing live music!

Oregon Orchestra Teachers

OHS: Leyla Sanyer! 835-4403
les@oregonsd.net

OHS: Laura Burns 835-6325 
lcburns@oregonsd.net 

OMS: Tom Elmer! 835-4819
tce@oregonsd.net

RCI: Kay Black 835-4721
knblack@oregonsd.net

NKE/BKE: Rebecca Eggerichs 
835-4195 rle@oregonsd.net

PVE/RCI: Eric Linnes-Bagley 
845-4721 ebagley@oregonsd.net
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From the 4th Grade Teachers
PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKEBKE

Hello Orchestra Parents!

On October 16th, 2012, all of the fourth grade students 
from Oregon attended a concert given by the Madison 
Symphony Orchestra. What a treat this was! The students 
heard a variety of different styles and sounds from 
composers ranging from the 18th to the 20th century. The 
fourth grade students were also able to watch a young 
person - around the students’ age - perform a violin 
concerto (a solo) with the symphony. This was quite an 
experience for our orchestra students!

The fourth grade string players are progressing nicely this 
year! We are in the midst of preparing several pieces of 
music for our first concerts in December. The students 
will be playing along with a story entitled “Rosie Rosin’s 
Trip Around the World”. The concert will begin at 6:00 
p.m. and will be held in the OHS Performing Arts Center. 
We are sure that you will enjoy seeing your son or 
daughter playing their first concert on their brand new 
instrument.

4th Grade Concert Details

PVE/NKE Orchestras:

Monday, December 17th, 2012 
*1:00 p.m. - combined concert rehearsal at 

Netherwood Knoll.

Monday, December 17th, 2012 
*6:00 p.m. Evening concert at the PAC 
(Performing Arts Center) in the Oregon High 
School

Students should arrive at 5:30 p.m., unpack in the 
orchestra room (signs will be posted), then go to the stage 
to get tuned and seated

NKE – In-school performance: Thursday, Dec. 20 at 
2:00 in the gym. 
All orchestra students (except for bass players) are 
required to bring their instruments and music

PVE – In-school performance: Monday, Dec 17 at 8:30 
am in the gym.

BKE Orchestra/Choir:

Tuesday, December 18th, 2012
*6:00 p.m. at the PAC (Performing Arts Center) 

in the Oregon High School

Students should arrive at 5:30 p.m., unpack in the 
orchestra room (signs will be posted), then go to the stage 
to get tuned and seated.

BKE – In-school 
performance: Tuesday, 
Dec. 18 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the gym. 

All orchestra students 
(except for bass players) 
are required to bring their 
instruments and music.

Help Oregon School  
     Orchestras! 
Turn in Bill’s Food Center receipts all year long.                          
It’s easy. Collect and give receipts to your orchestra teacher. Bill’s will donate 1% of each receipt. 
Contributions from this fund-raising program go to support orchestra field trips, scholarships, 
guest artists, special events and more.

Don’t 
forget to 
ask for a 
sticker.

 

thank you.
–Oregon Friends of the Orchestra (FOTO)

Thanks to 
everyone who 
participated in the 
fall fundraiser!



Need A Gift For Your Special String Player?
Some ideas from the Oregon Orchestra faculty

Musical gifts for everyone:

Music stand (Hamilton black or 
folding...lots of fun new colors)

Cleaning supplies (specially formulated 
for string instruments) cleaner/ polish, 
soft cloth, peg compound

Gift certificate for sheet music and 
supplies from Ward Brodt

i-pod or other MP3 player 

Gift certificate for CDs from Barnes 
and Noble 

i-tunes gift card 

Ticket to a concert - Check out the 
local arts section of the newspaper 
Overture Center box office Madison 
Symphony Orchestra website 
www.portalwisconsin.org 

Tuner (Korg CA-30) approx. $28

Metronome - the Sabine "M etrotune" 
is both tuner and metronome, approx 
$34

Software for writing music on the 
computer: PrintMusic ($69.95 on their 
website) or Finale (around $600)

New instrument and/or bow(Eastman)

Call Ralph Rabin (274-8272) or Charles 
Pinckney (442-0416). In all cases let 
student choose an instrument in your 
price range and/or check with teacher 
for advice ... we love to help!!

Look into composite or carbon fiber 
bows...they're more durable than 
inexpensive wood bows and worth the 
money.

For the violinist:

Violin case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) 
Everest shoulder rest 
Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Randy Sabien, Mark O’Connor, 
Joshua Bell, Midori, Itzhak Perlman, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenburg, Gil Shaham, 
Eroica Trio, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

For the violist:

Viola case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) make sure to 
measure viola for good fit
Everest shoulder rest
Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Kim Kashkashian, Eric Shumsky, 
Walter Primrose, Patricia McCarthy, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony 
Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

For the cellist:

Rosin (Jade or Hill) 
Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles:  Matt Turner, Yo Yo Ma, 
Jacqueline Du Pre, Janos Starker, Lynn Harrell, Eroica Trio, Emerson Quartet, 
any Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minnesota, etc.

For the bassist:

Wheel for endpin of bass - check with the Bass Workshop in Madison
Rosin (Petz No. 3 or Pop's)
Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Esperanza Spalding, Ray Brown, 
Gary Carr, Edgar Meyer, Mark Morton, Rufus Reid, Ron Carter (jazz), any 
Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minnesota, etc.

http://www.portalwisconsin.org
http://www.portalwisconsin.org


Rome Corners News
Hello Orchestra Families!

The Fall Concert on November 15th made us extremely 
proud of our RCI Orchestra students!  All of the hard 
work students put in during rehearsals, small group 
instruction, and at home allowed us to give successful 
performances for our biggest supporters-our families!

In the days following our concert, we took a few days to 
reflect upon the privilege and opportunity we have to 
learn to play an instrument.  One of the sources we used 
for this reflection was a look at the true story of a violin 
teacher in East Harlem, New York.  Roberta Demetrius 
gained national attention in the 1990s for her work with 
her students. Her violin teaching and students provoked 
famous artists such as Isaac Stern, Itzhak Perlman, and 
many others to join her and her students to save their 
violin curriculum from budget cuts.  We viewed selected 
scenes from the movie, “Music of the Heart,” starring 
Meryl Streep in the days following our concert.  We 
learned a great deal from the students’ reactions to this 
story.  We were also reminded as music educators once 
again to never underestimate what learning an instrument 
does for our children.

Upon returning from our Thanksgiving break, we have 
refocused our energy on review of skills learned, 
introduction of new skills, and new repertoire for our 
upcoming performances in February and May.  

5th grade focus
Students will be spending part of second quarter 
composing short melodies to reinforce their music literacy 
and spark their creativity.
Students will be continuing their work on position and 
posture, aural training, and performing music in various 
styles.
Students will choose a solo or small group ensemble to 
prepare for our February Recitals.

6th grade focus
Students will be expanding their knowledge of major and 
minor key relationships, bowing techniques, and will be 
playing several selections of rock and pop music.
Students will choose a solo or small group ensemble to 
prepare for our February Recitals.

Small Group Instruction
Please, review your child’s small group schedule for 
December.  These schedules, along with other great 

information can be found on our webpage, accessible from 
the RCI page under staff links, “Orchestra.” 
http://www.oregonsd.org/webpages/epeterson/

If you would like us to email you a copy or provide your 
child with a hard copy, please let us know.

The importance of attending Small Group 
Instruction

It is imperative that students attend small group, as this 
is our opportunity to address their individual needs as 
learners studying their specific instrument.  The majority 
of our assessment specific to your child is done in small 
group instruction.  The more consistently they attend, the 
more they will learn.  Their “enjoyment” of Orchestra 
comes from feeling confident, prepared, and 
knowledgeable.

We wish you a wonderful holiday season, and if you have 
any concerns or questions for us, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  Thank you for your continued support of our 
Orchestra Curriculum.

Sincerely, 
Kay Black and Eric Linnes-Bagley

FOTO Board of Directors

President, position vacant
Susie LeBrun, Secretary Rof2015@aol.com 
Teresa Bull, Treasurer fredabull@aol.com 
JoTemte, Newsletter jotemte@mac.com
Communications/PR , position vacant
Gloria and JimWysocky, Fruit Sale 
jglrw@hotmail.com
Jennifer Anderson, Clothing Sale 
andersonsonthego@hotmail.com 

Please contact us for more information.

Join Us!
Next FOTO Meeting Monday 
January 7 at 6 pm in the OHS 
Orchestra Room.
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