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Oregon  orchestras
spring 2010

Tuesday, February 8

OMS 8th Grade Recital Concert
7:00 p.m. in the OMS Cafeteria

Thursday, February 10

OMS 7th Grade Recital Concert
7:00 p.m. in the OMS Cafeteria

Monday, February 28

PVE Recital Concert
6:30 p.m. at RCI

Tuesday, March 1

RCI Recital Concerts
6:15 and 7:30 p.m. at RCI 

Thursday, March 3

RCI Recital Concerts
6:15 and 7:30 p.m. at RCI 

Monday, March 7

BKE Recital Concert
6:30 p.m. at Brooklyn Elementary

Tuesday, March 8

NKE Recital Concert
6:30 p.m. at RCI

Tuesday, March 22

OHS Orchestras
7:30 p.m. OHS in the PAC
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A newsletter for 
the Oregon Friends of the Orchestras

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all 
orchestra students, grades 4 through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, 
and to provide support to their teachers.  This mission will be accomplished 
through fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.

Get your delicious fresh fruit here!
The 4th through 12th graders in the Oregon orchestra 
classrooms are selling fruit, Wisconsin cheese and 
sausage for a fund raiser for the Oregon Friends of the 
Orchestra. 
 
Profit from this effort will go toward special guest artist visits, field trips such 
as the Boston trip in March, summer camp and college scholarships and 
enrichment opportunities for orchestra students.   The produce is very high 
quality and can be purchased through an orchestra student or by contacting 
Leyla Sanyer, orchestra teacher at Oregon High School.
 
Orders are due by Wednesday, January 26 and will be delivered on 
Saturday, February 12.
 

Rachel Hughes, Hayley Christensen, Ashley (AJ) Quamme and 
Katie Boehnen.
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OMS UPDATE

The middle school orchestra students are in the home stretch 
preparing for their recitals on February 8th and 10th. This is a 
fun and creative time for everyone, since students are able to 
select the members of their groups and the music that they 
want to play. Parents and friends attending the recitals will 
hear a wide variety of instrumentations and musical styles.

The students will also be playing some full orchestra pieces for 
the concerts. At the 8th grade recital, there will be several 
student conductors leading the orchestra in their 
performances. This is the first year that the middle school has 
had student conductors for the concerts and it has been 
gratifying to see the number of students interested in 
conducting the group. It is exciting to watch the students 
develop their conducting and their rehearsal skills as they 
become more comfortable being class leaders. And it is 
tremendously satisfying to watch the respectful interactions 
between student musicians and student conductors.

Plans are underway for the middle school students to attend 
the Madison Symphony Young Peopleʼs Concert on Thursday 
morning, March 17. This concert features two high school 
soloists who are the winners of the Final Forte competition. It is 
an inspiration for the students to see and appreciate the efforts 
of these talented musicians, as well as experiencing a 
symphony orchestra concert. If you are available to chaperone 
this trip, please indicate this on the permission forms that will 
be coming home soon. You get to hear the concert free of 
charge and experience an exuberantly chatty bus ride!

Thank you to everyone 
who has donated to FOTO 
this year!

Donations to FOTO are always 
welcome and are tax deductible. 
Please send donations to:

Friends of the Orchestra
c/o  Karen Moravec, Treasurer
845 Peregrine Circle
Oregon, WI 53575

Oregon Orchestra Teachers

OHS: Leyla Sanyer  835-4403 
les@oregon.k12.wi.us 

OHS/RCI: Liz Deger 835-4300 ext. 
5325 emd@oregon.k12.wi.us 

OMS: Wendy Buehl  835-4819 
wjb@oregon.k12.wi.us 

RCI: Elisabeth Petersen 835-4721 
esp@oregon.k12.wi.us 

NKE/BKE: Rebecca Eggerichs  
835-4195 rle@oregon.k12.wi.us 

PVE/RCI: Tom Elmer 835-4262 
tce@oregon.k12.wi.us 
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 From the 4th Grade Teachers
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Itʼs hard to believe that our next 
round of concerts is coming up 
soon! Students have been working 
hard to learn the pieces for our next 
concert – “The Recital Concert”. The 
studentsʼ requirement for this 
concert is to learn at least a couple 

of “recital pieces” and a handful of “large group pieces”. 
The “large group pieces” are pieces that all of the 
students are performing together. 

So, what is a “recital piece”? A recital piece is a piece of 
repertoire (music) that the student has chosen to play in 
a small group setting or alone (solo). During our first 
week back in January the students had a chance to 
listen to their teacher demonstrate (perform) all the 
recital piece choices. They then picked the pieces they 
were interested in learning. 

The orchestra teachers have tried to have all our Recital 
Performances located at Rome Corners Intermediate 
School. We wanted to give the students a chance to 
visit and perform at the school they will be attending 
next year – in the hopes that it might ease their 
transition to a new school in fifth grade. 

The fourth grade orchestra students are also working on 
reading notes on the music staff. In addition to this, the 
students are composing small pieces of music using the 
notes they have learned on their instruments.  
Sometimes, this can feel frustrating to a student but we 
would like both students and parents to know that this is 
a skill that takes time and we as string teachers 
understand this. Just like other disciplines and areas of 
study, some students will learn this concept faster than 
others – and this is just fine. Long range benefits of a 
task only come from long range commitment and 
dedication. 

Please make sure that your orchestra student is 
practicing the recommended number of days per week 
and filling out their goal sheets. Hopefully, by now, the 
students have a well-established routine for their 
practicing habits – many students make their instrument 
practice part of their homework time, which seems to 
work very well. When an orchestra student practices, it 
is incredibly beneficial for the students to go through 
EVERTHING on the goal sheet EVERY TIME they 
practice. Some students may also benefit by a parent 
checking this for them. If there are any questions 
regarding what is assigned to your student, it can be 
written down on the goal sheet and addressed in the 
studentʼs small group instruction. 

This is the time of year when some studentsʼ interest 
starts to dip in school as well as orchestra. This is 
completely normal. Playing their instrument is not “new” 
but the work in orchestra class is still progressing. We 
are working hard to find fun and different things to do at 
school, but we are asking parents to help keep their 
students motivated at home with some extra 
encouragement during the next few weeks. 

Please make sure your studentʼs fingernails are 
trimmed before their small group day. Long nails (and 
Iʼm not only referring to the girls!) make left-hand 
technique impossible to execute accurately. 

Some of the musical skills and techniques we are 
working on include learning new music, reading notes, 
playing pieces at different speeds, playing in a round, 
becoming independent players, playing on two strings 
at a time (on purpose!), playing their first scale, playing 
different styles of music (such as “fiddle tunes”) and 
learning about performing naturals and sharps.
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Thanks to everyone who has 
saved and turned receipts with 
an orange sticker from Bill’s 
Food Center.  For each receipt, 
Bill’s donates 1% to the Friends 
of the Orchestra.  So be sure to 
save and turn in your receipts. 
Ask your  friends and neighbors 
to save their receipts, too!

5th and 6th graders in the RCI orchestra classes are 
composing melodies and starting to work on recital pieces for the 
recital concerts on March 1st (6th grade) and March 3rd (5th grade). 
Fifth graders are also working on playing in the key of C Major and 
learning pieces from America, Japan and Korea as well as classical 
and fiddle music.  6th graders are learning pieces from Latin 
America and Canada. The 1st hour orchestra is getting ready to 
play for Canada Day on February 4th. The 6th graders also learned 
the intervals in the Major scale and played interval baseball to 
review the intervals.

It is a busy time of year for orchestra students at RCI as they are 
learning music from different cultures and styles, picking pieces 
that interest them and challenge them at their playing level, and 
finishing compositions.

Congratulations to OHS violinist Megan Whip who will perform the 
Mozart A Major Concerto with the Wisconsin Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (Youth) in May!  Megan won the audition for this honor in 
early January.

Congratulations to OHS saxophonist and violist Joe Connor who 
won the LaCrosse Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition and 
will perform the Glazounov Alto Saxophone Concerto with that 
orchestra on March 12 in LaCrosse.

Congratulations to trombonist Kelsey Webber (also cello) and 
Joe Connor who will perform with the American Honors Band in 
New York in February.

Other senior string players are finishing up applications for colleges, 
some are planning on auditions for music schools and others have 
decided on their college placement for next fall. Congratulations to 
all!

Congratulations!

“Is He Dead Yet?”  by Mark Twain 
OHS Spring Play

March 17-20, 2011
Thursday - Saturday 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 2:00 p.m.
OHS Performing Arts Center

Jonas Temte - RCI Concert 2010 4
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I would like to add to that quote “The 
ability to recognize and fill a need.”  
What do you think of when you hear 
that phrase?  Maybe supplying 
materials for a project, helping your 
child with their homework or 
perhaps volunteering your time for 
an organization which benefits your 
community?  For me, “filling a need” 
this year meant volunteering to help 
out several organizational boards 
that provide services to enhance my 
life and that of my family.  

The most important for me right now 
is as the President of the Friends of 
the Orchestra.  This organization 
helps to enhance the fine arts 
experience of my two children as 
they participate in orchestra and 
develop a greater understanding 
and appreciation for the arts.  This is 
an organization that continually 
needs new blood due to the fact that 
our kids do grow up and leave the 
school district, not to mention that 
we all lead busy lives as adults.  

Please consider volunteering a bit of 
your time in the coming year to help 
out FOTO either on a regular basis 
by attending our monthly meetings 
or if that is too much, purchase one 
item from one of our fund raisers.  A 
happy medium might be to help with 
our upcoming fruit sale distribution 
or collect and turn in Bill’s receipts.  
By doing any of the above, you 
increase your connection to the 
community and strengthen your 
sense of satisfaction with life due to 
this contribution.

Thank you for your continuing 
support of FOTO and the orchestra 
students.  I look forward to seeing 
many faces helping out with the fruit 
sale in February.  This is the first 
time doing a fund raiser like this and 
we need all the hands we can get 
the night before and the morning of 
as we set up the field house, sort 
the paperwork and then distribute 
the fruit.  We need adults and 
students to help with the process. 
As the saying goes “Many hands 
make light work.” I’m confident that 
this will be light work indeed!

Enjoy the snow as it makes us 
appreciate the warmth of July!

Warmly yours,
Renée Frank
President of the Friends of the 
Orchestra

Filling a Need...
“The art of honesty, caring for your neighbor, volunteering. The art of 
studying and learning. (If we can learn all of this in the home before we leave 
the nest, how can we possibly go wrong.)”
Joseph K. Folsom

Fruit sale orders due Jan 26

Pick up Feb 12!

Summer Strings
UW-Madison Summer Music Clinic 
-- This comprehensive summer 
music camp has been held on the 
UW campus for over 75 years. 
Conductors and teachers come from 
all over the country to work with 
students from all performance 
levels. Besides the large ensembles 
(band, choir and orchestra) there 
are classes in performance, jazz, 
conducting, music theory and 
history and special topics. 

Applications for both the Junior and 
Senior Music Clinics can be found 
online as well as through Ms. 
Sanyer, Ms. Deger and Mrs. Buehl.

There are also string camps in 
Whitewater and Green Bay as well 
as a chamber music camp at Green 
Lake. See Ms. Sanyer for 
applications.

Summer Music Scholarships are 
available.  Watch for more 
information in the next issue of 
The Bridge.

Note from the FOTO President
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Calling All Fruit Sale 
Volunteers!!

We need 4 or 5 parents to help with 
tallying orders next Thursday, January 
27 from 5:00-7:00 in the OHS 
Orchestra Room.  If you can join us 
let Leyla Sanyer know at 
"les@oregonsd.net" or by calling her 
at OHS 835-4403. 

We also need a few more parents and 
45 high school students to assist on 
February 12 to help unload the truck, 
set up the boxes, sort through fruit for 
quality, load the cars for delivery and 
take in the checks (adults only).

There will be a sign up sheet at the 
high school orchestra room early next 
week.

Keep selling the fruit, sausage and 
cheese!  It's great quality and less 
expensive that what you will buy at 
the grocery store!

Funds from this effort will go to 
special opportunities for string 
players, field trips, scholarships for 
summer music camps and college, 
guest artists and special projects!

The OHS kids going to Boston in 
March can use their profits to go 
toward their trips!

Solo and Ensemble Festival 
Volunteers Needed

On Saturday, March 5 Oregon High 
School will be filled with over 1000 
musicians participating in the annual 
district solo and ensemble festival.  

Parent assistance will be needed as 
room monitors, headquarters workers, 
lunch arrangements and set up/clean 
up crews.  Emails will follow.  

Contact Leyla Sanyer (835-4403) or 
Jennifer Yancey if you are interested 
in helping out.

Senior Profile Writer Needed

If there is a parent or two who enjoys writing, we 
would love to work on the senior profiles for the 
Oregon Observer again this year.  Students fill 
out surveys which give the writer many ideas to 
take away for an article.  It is nice but not 
necessary to do a personal interview with each 
of the 28 seniors.  We would like to start the 
submissions within the next week or two.  Please contact Leyla Sanyer if 
you're interested in this wonderful volunteer position!

FOTO Board of Directors

President: Renee Frank 
608-658-7400 
rlfn12c@gmail.com

Secretary: Cindy Whip 
bumblewhip@charter.net  

Treasurer: Karen Moravec 
karenmoravec@AOL.com

Bridge Editor: JoTemte 
jotemte@mac.com 

Please contact us if you need more 
information.

Please Join Us
Upcoming FOTO Meetings
Tues. Feb. 15, 5:30 pm
Tues. Mar. 15, 5:30 pm
In the OHS Orchestra Room

Check out the new FOTO Blog!
http://friendsoftheorchestra.blogspot.com/

Let It Be - atles: Michael 
Province & Nathan Chan
www.youtube.com

For your listening pleasure:

Volunteer Opportunities
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