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oregon  orchestras
fall 2011

Tuesday, November 29
OMS Orchestra Concert
7:00 p.m.at OHS in the Performing Arts 
Center (PAC)

Thursday, December 8
OHS Orchestra Concert
7:30 p.m. at OHS in the PAC

Monday, December 19
NKE/PVE Orchestras Concert
6:00 p.m. at OHS in the PAC

Tuesday, December 20
BKE Orchestra/Choir Concert
6:00 p.m. at OHS in the PAC

Tuesday, February 7
OMS 8th Grade Recital
7:00 p.m. at OMS Cafeteria

Thursday, February 9
OMS 7th Grade Recital
7:00 p.m. at OMS Cafeteria

Upcoming Concerts
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A newsletter for 
the Oregon Friends of the Orchestras

The mission of the Friends of the Orchestra organization is to serve all orchestra 
students, grades 4 through 12 throughout the Oregon School District, and to 
provide support to their teachers. This mission will be accomplished through 
fundraising, volunteer efforts, and parent and community support.

Thank you to everyone 
who has donated to 
FOTO this year!

Donations to FOTO are always 
welcome and are tax deductible. 

Please send donations to:
Friends of the Orchestra c/o
Sara Wallin, 782 Center Rd., 
Stoughton, WI 53589.

String Instruments Needed

Hello Parents and Community Members!

As another school year is underway, many aspects of orchestra instruction have 
stayed consistent.  We have many wonderful students and everyone is excited 
about studying an instrument.  However, we are facing a brand new situation in 
Oregon.  This year there have been a record number of students renting 
instruments from the schools rather than from a music shop.  In response to 
this need, we have spent most (if not all!) of the school district elementary 
orchestra budget on new instruments so that every student can study.  Whether 
the economy is an issue or there is some other reason, times are changing, and 
we need to change with them if we are to meet the need of every student in 
Oregon.  

With this new need for instruments in mind, we are putting out an all-call for 
donations of stringed instruments.  Do you have an instrument that you may 
have played in your youth but are willing to give it to the school for student use?  
Do you have an instrument in your attic?  Your instrument donation could 
mean that one more student will get the chance to learn about and love music.  
We are willing to look at any instrument, regardless of condition and can send 
you a letter of thanks for tax deduction purposes.  Please contact the orchestra 
teacher at your school about a donation.  On behalf of Oregon orchestra 
students, we thank you for your continuing support of these young musicians!  



Hello Oregon Orchestra Families,

We are off to a great start this year at the Middle School!  As the new orchestra 
teacher at OMS, I am certainly enjoying making music with your students as well 
as getting to know so many new faces.  I am very excited about the year ahead, 
making music, and our approaching concert on November 29, 2011.

Both 7th and 8th grade students have been hard at work, learning new pieces from 
different time periods, styles, and cultures.  The 7th grade orchestra has been 
preparing several pieces for our Fall Concert, including Schubert’s “Rosamunde” 
from “Ballet Music No. 1”, “Medieval Wars” by Brian Balmages, and “Postcards 
from Russia”, arranged by Carrie Lane Gruselle, and music from the Disney movie 
“Shrek”.

The 8th graders have been working on varied and contrasting selections as well, 
such as “Themes from Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’”, “Sea Songs” by British composer Ralph 
Vaughn Williams, “Korean Folk Song Variants (Arirang)” by Elliot Del Borgo, and 
the concert suite from “Super Mario Brothers”.

All OMS Orchestra students are also involved in small group learning time.  This 
is a 22 minute time slot that rotates throughout the day each week.  There are 
about 3 to 4 people in each small group.  Students are encouraged to check their 
small group schedule each week, as well as take a hardcopy for their student 
planners.  Schedules are posted inside of the orchestra room and by both 
entrances to the orchestra room.

Finally, a new group as been formed this fall at OMS…the OMS Rockestra!  The 
OMS Rockestra currently meets after school on Tuesdays and before school on 
Wednesdays.  The focus of Rockestra is primarily the performance of rock and 
pop music in a laid back, fun, after school atmosphere.  The Rockestra will 
perform as part of our regular concerts, at school assemblies, and during selected 
lunch periods.  Instrumentation includes our regular string sections, plus the 
addition of a rhythm section (piano, electric and bass guitar, and drums).

I hope to meet many new families at our Fall Concert.  If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to ask!

Mr. Tom Elmer
Oregon Middle School 
Orchestra

Check out the new OMS 
Orchestra website: 
http://www.oregonsd.org/

Oregon Middle School Update

Is your musician interested 
in lessons?

Perhaps you have noticed that your 
child is very excited about playing 
their instrument, would like to have 
more music to learn and some 
individual attention. If you are 
interested in signing your budding 
soloist up for private lessons, there are 
Oregon High School orchestra 
students available and interested in 
teaching! Lesson fees are set at $10 for 
a 30 minute lesson or $15 for a 45 
minute lesson.  These can be 
scheduled every week or twice a 
month for best results.

Contact your child’s string teacher for 
a list of recommended teachers OR e-
mail Ms. Sanyer les@oregonsd.net or 
Ms. Deger emd@oregonsd.net at the 
high school for more information.

Oregon Orchestra Teachers

OHS: Leyla Sanyer! 835-4403
les@oregonsd.net

OHS/RCI: Liz Deger 835-4300 ext. 
5325 emd@oregonsd.net

OMS: Tom Elmer! 835-4819
tce@oregonsd.net

RCI: Elisabeth Petersen 835-4721
esp@oregonsd.net

NKE/BKE: Rebecca Eggerichs 
835-4195 rle@oregonsd.net

PVE/RCI: Eric Linnes-Bagley 
845-4721 ebagley@oregonsd.net

http://www.oregonsd.org/webpages/telmer/
http://www.oregonsd.org/webpages/telmer/
mailto:les@oregonsd.net
mailto:les@oregonsd.net
mailto:emd@oregonsd.net
mailto:emd@oregonsd.net
mailto:les@oregon.k12.wi.us
mailto:les@oregon.k12.wi.us
mailto:ebagley@orgonsd.net
mailto:ebagley@orgonsd.net


To Buy or Not to Buy a String Instrument?

To Buy or Not to Buy a String Instrument?

Sometime during the first few years of a student’s life as 
an aspiring string player, the decision to buy an 
instrument is reached.

In most cases for violinists, this happens sooner if the 
child will be tall enough and ready to fit a full size (4/4) 
violin.  This is not so simple for those who study viola or 
cello.

As most parents know, rental money usually disappears.  
With steady monthly payments, the family is no closer to 
owning an instrument.  There are exceptions to this and 
you can check with your teacher to know more.

String instruments are not as expensive as one might 
think. True, a good violin or viola outfit (with a bow and 
case) can range from $1,000 and up.  A good cello can 
range from $1,500 and up.  If a family can plan ahead and 
make a savings account to reach this figure, we will 
definitely be able to help them find such an instrument. 
Quality instruments that cost little are few and far 
between.  Less expensive instruments usually do not 
hold up, need more repair and don’t last for many 
years as the student develops a more sophisticated 
tone concept. Also, the higher the price on a new 
instrument, the more likely it will keep its resale value.  
Really sine instruments are considered art and usually 
increase in value.

If a family is strapped for cash it would be better to 
borrow or rent an instrument of the correct size until a 
time when the purchase of a good instrument is possible. 
We are worried about seeing high school students still 
playing ¾ size violins and 14 inch violas.  This is 
discouraging for the student.

It is REALLY important that when you decide to buy, the 
student (with the help of a knowledgeable teacher or 
musician) can try different instruments in the parents’ 
price range and choose one for themselves.  Instruments 
within the same price range can have very different sounds 
and different bows can create even more variety of sound 
quality and playing comfort.  It is impossible to just go out 
and buy a violin/viola/cello without your student having a 
chance to see how it feels and sounds first.  This is why we 
discourage the purchase of an instrument online or out of 
a catalogue. Your child’s teacher will have a list of nearby 
places to which you can go with your child to look at 
instruments in your price range.

So in closing, please 
consider the following:

1) Research your 
student’s needs by 
contacting their 
string teacher.

2) Consider your 
priorities and how much you can spend on an 
instrument.

3) Analyze (with the help of a teacher) 
whether your child is ready for – 
• 4/4 violin (usually between the 5th and 7th 

grade)
• 15.5 to 16 inch viola (usually between the 7th 

and 9th grade)
• 4/4 cello (usually between the 8th and 10th 

grade)
• 3/4 (full size) bass (usually between the 8th 

and 10th grade)
4) Get a list of stores and dealers from your 

child’s teacher.
5) Spend more on an instrument and bow and 

wait for a nicer case.
6) Rent to own if necessary.
7) Ask dealer about payment plans.

It is really important in a musician’s development that 
they have the best possible sound coming out of their 
instrument.  Good instruments can save money down the 
road AND if you aim for a better instrument, it might 
keep a student going into adulthood.

Let us know if you have questions or need specific advise.  
Your child’s teacher is always willing to help you examine 
instruments for purchase.  At the high school level we will 
even meet you at a store or dealer to help out.

QSP Magazine Order Reminder!

FOTO’s magazine sale has been a great fundraiser.  
This year we decided to go paperless and encourage 
families to order their magazines online. Please order or 
renew magazines at https://www.qsp.com/Store/
Lightreg.aspx 

Use number 1116287 to sign onto the site and FOTO will 
receive a check to put toward projects here in Oregon.

Be sure to tell your friends and family, too!

https://www.qsp.com/Store/Lightreg.aspx
https://www.qsp.com/Store/Lightreg.aspx
https://www.qsp.com/Store/Lightreg.aspx
https://www.qsp.com/Store/Lightreg.aspx


Hello Orchestra Parents!

On November 22, 2011, all of the 
fourth grade students from Oregon 
attended a concert given by the 
Madison Symphony Orchestra.  
What a treat this was!  The concert 
was entitled “Sound Palette: Colors 
of Classical Music and Visual Art”.  
The students heard a variety of 
different styles and sounds from 
composers ranging from the 18th to 
the 20th century, as well as learning 
about artwork from the same time 
periods.

The fourth grade string players are 
progressing nicely this year!  We are 
in the midst of preparing several 
pieces of music for our first concerts 
in December.  The students will be 
playing along with a story entitled 
“The Adventures of Mr. Thumb 
Guy”. The concert will begin at 6:00 
p.m. and will be held in the OHS 
Performing Arts Center.  We are sure 
that you will enjoy seeing your son or 
daughter playing their first concert 
on their brand new instrument.

4th Grade Concert 
Details

PVE/NKE Orchestras: 

Monday, December 19, 2011 at 
1:00 p.m. Combined concert 
rehearsal at Netherwood Knoll.

Monday, December 19, 2011 at 
6:00 p.m. Evening concert at the 
PAC (Performing Arts Center) in the 
Oregon High School

Students should arrive at 5:30 p.m., 
unpack in the orchestra room (signs 
will be posted), then go to the stage 
to get tuned and seated

BKE Orchestra/Choir:

Tuesday, December 20 at 6:00 
p.m. at the PAC (Performing Arts 
Center) in the Oregon High School

Students should arrive at 5:30 p.m., 
unpack in the orchestra room (signs 
will be posted), then go to the stage 
to get tuned and seated

BKE – In-school performance: 
Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 10:00am in the 
gym. All orchestra students are 
required to bring their instruments 
and music.

From the 4th Grade Teachers
PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKE BKE PVE NKEBKE

Save your Bill’s Receipts!

A BIG thank you to everyone who has saved and turned in receipts with an 
orange sticker from Bill’s Food Center.  For each receipt turned in, Bill’s 
donates 1% of the sale to the Friends of the 
Orchestra.

So be sure to save your receipts and turn 
them in to your orchestra teacher.  Ask your 
friends and neighbors to save receipts, too!

Thanks to 
everyone who 
ordered 
cookie dough 
and 
cheesecakes!

Students can pick up their orders 
after school on Tuesday, 
December 6th and deliver them 
to their customers.

Coming this January!!
Watch for FOTOs winter fruit sale...
     
     YUM!!

PVE - In-school performance: 
To Be Announced
!
NKE – In-school performance: 
Friday, Dec. 16th at 2:00 in the gym. 
All orchestra students are required 
to bring their instruments and 
music.

On your student's in-school concert 
day: a! students must bring their 
music and instrument to school 
and take them home. (Except for 
bass players - they DO NOT have to 
bring their basses.) 

At your student's night-time 
concert: ALL STUDENTS
(INCLUDING ce!o and bass 
players) must bring their instrument 
and music to the concert.



Need A Gift For Your Special String Player?
Some ideas from the Oregon Orchestra faculty

Musical gifts for everyone:

• Music stand (Hamilton black or 
folding...lots of fun new colors)

• Cleaning supplies (specially 
formulated for string instruments) 
cleaner/ polish, soft cloth, peg 
compound

• Gift certificate for sheet music 
and supplies from Ward Brodt

• i-pod or other MP3 player 

• Gift certificate for CDs from 
Barnes and Noble 

• i-tunes gift card 

• Ticket to a concert - Check out 
the local arts section of the 
newspaper Overture Center box 
office Madison Symphony Orchestra 
website www.portalwisconsin.org 

• Tuner (Korg CA-30) approx. $28

• Metronome - the Sabine "M 
etrotune" is both tuner and 
metronome, approx $34

• Software for writing music on 
the computer: PrintMusic ($69.95 
on their website) or Finale (around 
$600)

• New instrument and/or 
bow(Eastman)

Call Ralph Rabin (274-8272) or Charles 
Pinckney (442-0416). In a! cases let 
student choose an instrument in your price 
range and/or check with teacher for 
advice ... we love to help!!

Look into composite or carbon 
fiber bows...they're more durable 
than inexpensive wood bows and 
worth the money.

For the violinist:

• Violin case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) 
• Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
• Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Joshua Bell, Midori, 

Itzhak Perlman, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenburg, Gil Shaham, Eroica Trio, Emerson 
Quartet, any Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

For the violist:

• Viola case (oblong with humidifier, pockets and case cover) make sure to 
measure viola for good fit

• Kun shoulder rest (collapsible, which fits better in cases) 
• Rosin (Hill dark or Jade) 
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Kim Kashkashian, Eric 

Shumsky, Walter Primrose, Patricia McCarthy, Emerson Quartet, any 
Symphony Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Minnesota, etc.

For the cellist:

• Rosin (Jade or Hill) 
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles:  Yo Yo Ma, Jacqueline Du 

Pre, Janos Starker, Lynn Harrell, Eroica Trio, Emerson Quartet, any Symphony 
Orchestra from Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

For the bassist:

• Wheel for endpin of bass - check with the Bass Workshop in Madison
• Rosin (Petz No. 3 or Pop's)
• Recordings of famous soloists and ensembles: Gary Carr, Edgar Meyer, 

Mark Morton, Rufus Reid, Ron Carter (jazz), any Symphony Orchestra from 
Chicago, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Minnesota, etc.

http://www.portalwisconsin.org
http://www.portalwisconsin.org


RCI Update
 
In the first three months of school orchestra students at RCI have been learning many new skills on their 
instruments and expanding their musical knowledge and vocabularies. 5th grade students have been learning 
dynamic and bowing words and symbols, they learned many new notes on their instruments and they learned to play 
with more different parts in their pieces. The 6th grade orchestra students have been learning to count more 
complex rhythms, learning new "special effect" type techniques on their instruments, and learning more about 
ensemble skills.
 
RCI orchestra students had a great first concert on November 17th. The 5th graders demonstrated that they learned 
to play slurs and accents, shift or play higher notes on their instruments, play swung 8th notes in a 12 bar blues piece, 
and play with dynamics contrast. The 6th graders demonstrated that they learned to play in many different keys, to 
play with balanced dynamics when accompanying other sections of the orchestra, and to play glissandos, complex 
slurs, and tremolos on their instruments. Each section of the 6th grade orchestra was featured in their own piece on 
the concert. The students each wrote program notes about one of the pieces they learned in class and some of the 
program notes were read at the concert to introduce the pieces. 
 
In the next couple months, RCI orchestra students will be writing their own musical compositions during their 
small group learning times and will be learning more about tuning their instruments.  Also, 5th grade students will 
learn a variety of pieces to reinforce and learn new notes on the G, D, and A strings and 6th grade students will begin 
studying music from Canada and Latin America.

Visit the RCI website!  http://www.oregonsd.org/webpages/epetersen/ 
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Links to Area Orchestras

Madison Symphony Orchestra (MSO)
www.madisonsymphony.org

Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra (WCO)
www.wcoconcerts.org

Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras (WYSO)
http://wyso.music.wisc.edu

The WYSO website has a wonderful “links” page which connects 
you to many other area musical opportunities.

Most of these organizations have wonderful student and child pricing! 
Put them on your calendar now, get your tickets, and enjoy amazing live 
music!

FOTO Seeking Members

Our goals are to empower the Oregon Orchestra students to pursue their musical aspirations and enhance their performance 
skills by participating in the Oregon School District’s string program.  We would like to introduce all parents to the Friends 
of the Orchestra (FOTO), which is a parent-led group that supports the 
Orchestra program (grades 4-12) and raises money to assist with this support.

Please join us at the next FOTO meting Monday December 5.  Contact Renee 
Frank for information at 658-7400 or rlfn12c@gmail.com.

FOTO Board of Directors
Renee Frank,  President 608-658-7400
rlfn12c@gmail.com

Sara Wallin, Treasurer saradwallin@gmail.com 

JoTemte, Newsletter jotemte@mac.com

Karen Weber, Communications/PR 
keren_weber@hotmail.com 

Amber Gransee, Scholarships 
brattcrew@hotmail.com 

Gloria Wysocky and Dee Hall, Fruit Sale 
jglrw@hotmail.com; dhall@wisconsinwatch.org

Please contact us for more information.

RCI and More News
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