
NOBLE COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF JUNE 22, 2011 MEETING 
 

Present:  James Haddock, Raymond Scott, Scott Allen, John Metzger.  Guest:  
Michelle Bricker – Noble County Planning Department.   
 
 The June 22, 2011 meeting of the Noble County Parks and Recreation Board 
was called to order at 10:03 AM by President Raymond Scott.  The Minutes of the May 
25, 2011 meeting were approved as sent (James Haddock motioned with John Metzger 
second).    
 
Old Business: 
 

 Scott Allen filled the Board in on the Council Meeting that Scott Allen and Doug 
Keenan attended on June 6, 2011.  Scott and Doug gave a discussion of the activities 
the Board has undertaken since its creation in January.  To this point, the focus has 
been research on the activities the Board must take to create a Five Year Master Plan.  
Scott and Doug explained that the Board is preparing to pursue grant applications to 
raise funds to pay for parts of the Master Plan, such as public input.  However, there is 
no manner set up to receive any funds.  So, the Council was asked to establish a Non-
Reverting fund for the Parks Board, from which we could pay invoices.   
 The Council meeting’s discussion suggested that a Non-Reverting fund had to be 
established by ordinance.  The Council did pass a motion that stated, in general, that 
the Board could pursue grant applications and accept funds for the master plan, with the 
understanding that specific applications must still be approved by the Council. 
 Scott brought up the concern that although the motion passed, it still did not 
establish the Non-Reverting fund.  So, we still need to follow through with the County 
Attorney Dennis Graft to verify that an ordinance was being prepared for the Council’s 
approval.  Doug, with his familiarity of the situation and proximity to the key players, was 
appointed this follow up action. 

 

New Business: 
 

 Ray Scott informed the Board that the City of Kendallville has put out an RFP to 
consultants for their Five Year Master Plan.  The Kendallville Redevelopment 
Commission has already completed an income survey. 
 
  Ray Scott reminded the Board Members to complete their bios for the website.  
James Haddock completed his. 
 
 The Board discussed initiating meetings with other Parks Departments within the 
County to inform them of what the Board was doing and to reassure them that the Noble 
County Parks has no intention to interfere within the City’s municipal boundaries.  The 
intention is to establish cooperative alliances.  Therefore, Board members were 



assigned to attend meetings in July.  In a few months, we will invite those boards to our 
meeting. 
  Kendallville  Ray Scott and James Haddock 
  Rome City  Ray Scott and James Haddock 
  Albion   John Metzger 
  Avilla   Scott Allen 
  Ligonier  Raymond Collett 
  ACRES  James Haddock 
 
 Ray Scott brought up that the City of Kendallville just passed a resolution that 
supported the concept of Noble Trails and a county wide trails system.  Scott Allen is 
involved in that effort, and filled the Board in on the recent activities.  Noble Trails is 
working to establish itself as a formal group, and has selected officers.  Their initial 
intent is to focus on a trail from Rome City to Kendallville along the former railroad 
corridor.  The group currently intends to hold the properties to keep it a county-wide 
focus, instead of turning it over to the towns. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at approx 11:00 AM.  Next meeting – July 20 27, 10:00 AM.  
The next meeting will be held in the Staff Lounge at the Noble County Public Library.    
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Scott Allen 
Vice President 


