
NOBLE COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 26, 2011 MEETING 
 

Present:  James Haddock, Raymond Collett, Raymond Scott, Scott Allen, John 
Metzger, Jerry Janson, Doug Keenan. 
 
 The first meeting of the Noble County Parks and Recreation Board was called to 
order on January 26, 2011 by County Council Member Jerry Janson.   Councilman 
Janson reviewed the County Ordinance that established the Noble County Park Board.  
The Ordinance was signed on May 3, 2010 by the Noble County Council, which 
established the Board and set the rules for the Board.   
 
Terms of Board Members:  Terms for Board Members were determined as follows:   
 Scott Allen – three year term.  Appointed by Noble Circuit Court 
 Dr. James Haddock – one year term.  Appointed by Noble Circuit Court 
 Raymond Collett – two year term.  Appointed by Noble County Council 
 Raymond Scott – four year term.  Appointed by Noble County Council 
 John Metzger  - two year term.  Appointed by Noble County Commissioners 
 Doug Keenan – ex-officio member.  Appointed by Noble County Extension 
 As each term expires, the new term for that position will be a four year term.  
There are no term limits.   
 
History and Charge of the Noble County Park and Recreation Board:  Jerry Janson 
reviewed the history of the Noble County Park Board.  There was an effort in the late 
1970’s to start a county park board, but it did not develop at that time.  The Council 
determined that a county-wide park board would be beneficial to the residents of Noble 
County, particularly to improve the use of public land in unincorporated areas.  
According to County Ordinance 2010-1, the Board will be responsible to develop a 
Master Plan, which will be reviewed periodically, comply with requirements under state 
law IC36-3-4-14, and be reviewed by the County Council every three years.   
 
Discussion:  Opportunities for Noble County were discussed by the Board.  “Rails To 
Trails” program is moving forward with the City of Kendallville and Rome City.   The 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources controls the abandoned railroads.  There is 
public land in unincorporated areas of the county owned by the county, and there is 
potential for more land to come into the public trust for parks and recreation.  While 
Merry Lea Environmental Center and ACRES receives land for conservation and 
preservation purposes, there is a place for land to be used in other ways in the county.    
 Cost/Benefit is important as the Board moves forward in planning.   
 Vision 2020, an Economic Development program in Northeast Indiana, would be 
a good fit for the county parks and recreation development.   
 It was noted that the Noble County Parks and Recreation should not cause an 
extra burden to the taxpayers of Noble County, but may be able to bring in outside 
funding to Noble County through private and state funding.   
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Election of Officers:  Officers were elected as follows:   
 President – Raymond Scott 
 Vice President – Scott Allen 
 Secretary – Doug Keenan 
 
Organizational Business:  It was determined that a mission statement will be prepared 
and approved at the next meeting.  Kathy Latz from Wood-Land-Lakes Resource 
Conservation and Development District will be asked to facilitate the discussion.  The 
Board will then look into the business of preparing a Master Plan.   
 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 23, 2011, 10:00 
a.m. at the Noble County Public Library in Albion.  All meetings will be held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Noble County Public Library in 
Albion.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Doug Keenan 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


