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The Journal of the  

Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. 

Established: 5 March 1987 

    

What could have impelled people to stake lives and families in a 
hazardous venture into the unknown?   
 
This newsletter will explore those circumstances and conditions of 
the long and often dangerous journeys to the far shores of distant 
lands called “Australia” and “New Zealand” -  pages 4 to 9. 

A painting of a sailing ship encountering rough seas.  
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

Library Address:  Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, 
Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 
Secretary’s contact email address:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 
Email:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

 

PATRONS:  Hon. Luke Howarth, MP, Member for Petrie, Assistant Minister 
     for Community Housing, Homelessness and Community Services. 
    Mrs. Gayle M. Sutherland. 

 

President       Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Vice President      Sam Gill    0468 354 776  

Treasurer      Ted Flack    3885 8678 

Secretary      Joan Flack    3885 8678 

Librarian & Newsletter Distribution Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Almoner       Diane Hendey    3293 0567 

News Editor      Leonne Willis   3885 3533 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Financial Year 1st July 2020 to 30 June 2021 
 

New Membership Joining Fee  $ 6.00 
Single Membership           $35.00 

      Family Membership              $40.00 
 
LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

(Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 11:00 

am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to attend general meetings to 

submit ideas for discussion.    
 
NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First Settlement City Gazette” 

by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for 

the opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged.  

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Hon. Luke 

Howarth, who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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Vale Gordon Tong (1938 - 2020).   On the third of June, we were advised by our Secretary, Joan  
Flack, as follows:  Our dear member, Gordon Tong, passed away peacefully on Monday, 1st June.  Our 
deepest condolences go to Gordon’s wife, Leona, and daughters, Michelle and Bronwyn.  A private family 
funeral service will be held on Saturday, 6 June. 
 
Leona had written earlier to say that Gordon had been ill and was in hospital recovering from an operation 
and that he would be in rehab for some months.   
 
We will indeed miss Gordon at the Den and his support of the club which he gave over many years.  He was 
a great community man who moved in many circles.  As such, he knew of and was happy to advise our 
group of forthcoming grant applications.  It was through Gordon that we were able to connect with the 
Redcliffe Uniting Church who gave us a grant towards the publishing of our WW1 Remembrance book.   
 
The Group sent Leona and her family a condolence card and flowers on behalf of all members.  Gordon, rest 
in peace, and thank you for all you have done for our Group and for the Community.      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, I would like to mention that Gordon and Leona Tong were my good friends for many years.  Gordon 
was a very kind, helpful and considerate man. One example, every time we were offered a Kippa Ring Lions 
Charity Day for collecting entrance money at the Redcliffe showground gates, Gordon would put up his hand 
for one of the early bird slots (0500 - 0700 hours).   In so many ways, Gordon will be sadly missed.   
 
In closing, due to COVID-19 restrictions, only a small family funeral was possible.  When Gordon and 
Leona’s son, Ian, sadly died in December, 2018, over 300 people attended (myself included).  Such was the 
depth of the Tong family’s presence here in the region.   
 

********** 
 

 Tuesday, 9 June 2020.  Re-opening of our Library.   
Following the State Government’s announcement about the 
easing of COVID-19 restrictions, it was permissible for groups 

of up to 10 unrelated persons to gather in the community.  After 
discussion by our Committee, we did re-open on the above date and are adhering 

to the health rules regarding the required social distancing and sanitisation of equipment 

       PS. we are now allowed 20 members. 

July 2018. L to R. Edith Henry, Sam Gill, Penne Taylor, Iris Packman, Gordon Tong, Bob 
Kirkwood (with his dog, Charlie), Leonne Willis, Hon Luke Howard, MP, holding WW1 
Remembrance book, Helen Ellis, Joan Flack, Monica Lucas and Frank Chappell.   
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As part of our “Good News” section, we are very happy to advise the following:    
 

Copernic Search Engine.  As agreed, a yearly subscription has been purchased and installed on No. 4  
computer.  This will allow Members to search the digital copies of Family History newsletters received. 
 

Moreton Bay Regional Council.  The council accepted our submission for the purchase of a specialist 
document scanner ($540) which is now available for use in our library. 

**********  

Migration to Australia and New Zealand 

 

The name “Australia” was first used by Matthew Flinders in 1804 after his circumnavigation of 
the island and, in 1824, officially declared as such.    During a voyage in 1642, Dutch explorer, 
Abel Tasman, sighted two islands and gave them the name of “Nieuw Zeeland” which translates 
into English as New Zealand.   

 

Initially, the first emigrants to Australia were decidedly involuntary; being convicts transported 
from Britain, Ireland and, to a lesser degree, other British colonies.  The last convict ship to 
New South Wales was the Eden which arrived in Sydney in late 1840.   
 
Our members, Sam Gill, Cheryl Salisbury and myself (Leonne Willis), are descendants of some 

families who voluntarily made the momentous decision to leave their homeland and undergo  
long and often dangerous journeys to find a better life elsewhere.  These emigrants came with 
assistance from one of the public or private schemes then available.  The voyages are in 
chronological order and will focus on the conditions and deaths of some family members.  
 

1841 - Mary Ann (Leonne Willis) to Nelson, South Island, New Zealand.     
1850 - Emigrant (Cheryl Salisbury) to Brisbane, then part of New South Wales.  In 1859, 
Brisbane separated from New South Wales and became the capital of the Colony of Queensland. 

1882 Compta (Sam Gill) to Brisbane, Queensland. 
 

The Eyles Family (Leonne Willis). 

 

The Mary Ann, a barque of 600 tons, was the largest of the first four emigrant ships to New 
Zealand and carried 21 cabin passengers and 174 English emigrants.  On board were three 

families from Hampshire; the Eyles and Cresswells related by blood and marriage and the 
Holdaways (neighbours and friends).  Deteriorating economic situations brought on by the early 
19th century Agrarian Revolution had changed the face of agriculture in rural England.  
Machines were now replacing labourers.  The families preferred hardships and uncertainties in a 
new land to continuing in such poverty in England.   
 

According to records, the patriarch of the Eyles family was Daniel, aged 44 years, and was a 
wood cutter.  He would be accompanied by his wife Jane née Primmer (44) and children, Mary 
(23), Charles (21), William (18), Jane (16), Ann (13), John (11), Benjamin (10) and Ezra (2).   
Daniel and Jane are my great-great-great-grandparents and their daughter, Jane, is my great-
great- grandmother.   
 
These emigrants were coming as employees of a private enterprise, the New Zealand Land 
Company.  They were given free passage, provisions and medical attention on board and the 
promise of employment in the South Island new settlement .  They would receive a minimum 
wage of 28 shillings per week; much more than what they were making in England.   
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“Mary Ann” Voyage 24 Sep 1842 to 5 Feb 1842.   With high hopes of a new and better life, the 
settlers sailed from Downs, a seaport on the Kentish Coast.   The trip would take over four 
months and would be difficult; as many were in those days - adults died, babies were born and 
some of those died before landfall.   
 

Before the Suez Canal opened in 1869, the usual route to the southern hemisphere countries was 
as follows:  south-west down the North Atlantic Ocean until Brazil.  Then south-east to Africa, 
swinging wide around the Cape of Good Hope into the “Roaring Forties” (the westerly winds in 
the latitudes 40 to 50 degrees).  At great speed, these winds moved ships along the southern coast 
of Australia and over to New Zealand.   See map next page.   

 
Indeed, the Mary Ann did have a very rough passage across the Bay of Biscay (western coast of 
France).  It ran into a storm with lightning, torrential rain, and winds of hurricane force (as 
pictured on page one)   For steerage passengers, it was a case of “batten down the hatches” and 
these emigrants would be confined (without ventilation or lights) until the storm eased.   
 
The Mary Ann’s steerage cabins were below water level and were particularly small - the height 
was only 5 ft 3 inches; impossible for a taller person to stand up straight.  The berths for married 
couples were 6½ feet by 3½ feet; for single settlers 2 feet wide.   
 
When the ship ploughed through rough seas, water swept over the decks and everything, 
including bedding and clothing, was saturated.  Soon, people became stricken with seasickness 
and its inevitable vomiting.  The conditions below deck were miserable in the extreme.   

Sadly, for the Eyles family, their toddler Ezra died of 
seasickness and was buried at sea. 
 

The voyage took its toll also on Mary Holdaway (wife of 
John Holdaway).  While at sea, she had given birth to a 
baby son who would die later before landfall.   
 
As one of the first European settlers into the raw settlement 
of Nelson, Mary never regained her health and, at the age of 
31 years, passed away only three months after arrival.   
 

Her good friend, Jane Eyles, my great-great-great 
grandmother also succumbed to the rough conditions just  

four months after arrival.  A plaque in Hallowell Cemetery, 
Nelson, lists the names of the early European settlers and 
Jane’s name is there.  
 
 
 

Plaque. EYLES, Jane née Primmer - 19 June 1842 
wife of Daniel Eyles, arrived on the Mary Anne. 

Plaque with settler names. Hallowell 
Cemetery,  Nelson, Sth Island, NZ. 

In those years, once a ship was out in the open sea, its motion would take a toll, and before long, 
seasickness would strike.  This was not a trivial matter; it was ghastly and debilitating.  Typically, it 
struck early in the voyage and it struck hard.  Most passengers succumbed in varying degrees.    
 
In steerage, the bunks would be full of adults and children gripped by nausea.  Vomiting could be 
accompanied by diarrhoea and pregnant women suffered most of all.  The dangers of prolonged 
seasickness were grave; the stress, dehydration and malnutrition could have fatal consequences.   
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The Salisbury Family (Cheryl Salisbury).    It was a cool spring day on 17 April 1850 when 
the sailing ship, “Emigrant” departed Plymouth, England and set sail for Moreton Bay, 

Brisbane.   On board were 276 emigrants; the majority being from Ireland with the long and 
dreadful years of the Potato Famine barely behind them.  The other emigrants were English; 
mainly from the eastern counties and two Scots.   The ship would be taking the Australian 
southern route to their destination.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On board was the Salisbury family from Somersetshire, England - farm labourer Isaac (36 yrs), 
wife Anne (34) and their five children, Jane (13), Charlotte (11), John (10), Mary Anne (8) and 
Selina (5).  Isaac and Anne are Cheryl’s great, great, great grandparents.  John is Cheryl’s great, 
great grandfather. The Emigrant had been at sea for less than a week when Anne gave birth to a 
healthy son; a good sign for the long voyage ahead.   
 
The passengers had been warned of extremes of climate; they would be crossing the Equator and 
later enter the cold and often foggy southern waters of Australia.    
 

May 3 - 12.  The Emigrant carried on southward heading for the tropics; passing the islands of 
Madeira and Tenerife (with its towering peak visible from the sea).  The ship continued on sailing 
towards the Equator and the heat 
began to oppress.   
 
Women dared not bare their arms or 
shoulders lest they compromise their 
reputations.   
 
Their fitted bodices, flannel 
undergarments, ankle-length skirts and 
high necklines became almost 
unbearable.   
      
 
 
  
 

1850.  A drawing of people in 
steerage (below deck). 
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12 May.  Ship Fever.  Just past the Cape Verde Islands and only three weeks since departure, 
illness struck.  Doctor Maxwell, the ship’s Irish doctor from Armagh, had examined an unwell 
female passenger in steerage; a servant from Limerick.   He moved her to the female “hospital” 
area.  His suspicions were soon confirmed.  With her rising temperature and a rash blossoming  

over most of her body, she was suffering from typhus, a dreadful diagnosis.  

Mid-May - Early August (Voyage Final Days).   As weeks passed, the typhus had gathered 
strength and more people succumbed to the disease.   Thus, an increasing number of canvas-
shrouded bodies slid along the plank and splashed into the sea.   The disease did not 
discriminate - passengers (adults, children and babies), seamen, the matron in charge of the 
unmarried girls, and also the captain’s wife were struck down.  
 

In the final days, sadly, the unnamed baby boy born to Isaac and Anne Salisbury would die.  
Also, the valiant Dr. Mitchell would come down with typhus.   No doubt, people would 
wonder.  Who would be next?  Would we ever live to see Brisbane?   
 

8 - 10 August - Arrival and anchorage off Moreton Island.   Dr David Ballow, who was a 
Scotsman from Leith and now Health Officer from Brisbane, boarded the vessel and found Dr. 
Mitchell to be in the throes of typhus.  He was able to give a verbal report that he had attended 

to 64 cases of typhus since the voyage had begun.  Of these, 18 had died at sea (mostly from 
typhus) and 3 had died whilst at anchor and there were still very ill passengers.    
 
After receiving Dr. Ballow’s grim report, the police authorities immediately placed the ship 
under quarantine.  A medical station was hastily set up on North Stradbroke Island and all 
passengers transported there.  The area is near where the town of Dunwich is now situated.   
 

15 August - Quarantine Station. - So started a terrible time as fever tore through the 
remaining passengers.  Brisbane doctor, Dr. Mallon, an Irishman who hailed from Tyrone, 
then arrived at the Quarantine Station to take up the work for the gravely-ill Dr. Mitchell.  He 

reported unhappily that there were now 89 patients and the rate of illness continued to rise.  
 
However, within days of his arrival, Dr. Mallon was also struck down with typhus.  He was 
then 42 years old.  The search for another doctor was difficult.  There were only a few doctors 
in the small Brisbane settlement and not one was willing to help.     
 

23 August.  With much misgivings, Dr. Ballow agreed to return to the island and take over the 
medical duties.  He arrived to find the small hospital building overflowing with 68 patients.  It 
was a terrified and chaotic community.  Sadly, a young English girl who had given up hope of 
ever leaving the island had recently committed suicide by drowning herself in the sea.    
 
On a happier note, Dr. Mallon eventually overcome his illness and offered his services as Dr. 
Ballow’s assistant.  Also, healthy immigrants were moved away to another area on the island. 
 
 

In those times, typhus caused fever, cough, a rash, delirium and, in many cases, death.  It was  
spread by infected lice moving from victim to victim.  It was one of the most devastating diseases 
in human history.  Now, in the modern era, antibiotic therapy is successful in treating  typhus. 
 
This patient did survive and, eventually, was able to leave quarantine.  She married a fellow-
traveller from the Emigrant.  They had a large family and she died in Brisbane fifty years after her 
arrival.  Other emigrants were not so fortunate.   
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Medical staff (hospital attendants and nurses) toiled around the clock, at great risk to themselves.  
In fact, at some point, almost every staff member had fallen ill.  Some recovered; others did not. 
 

In total, twenty-seven people died on the island, including Dr. Mitchell who had been a young 
strong man aged 25 yrs.  He had laboured mightily through the months of relentless toil at sea.  

After lingering on in quarantine, he finally succumbed on 19 September.   
 

Dr. Ballow (aged 42) did not forsake his medical obligations and stayed on until his death from 
typhus on 29 September.   They are buried in the Dunwich cemetery overlooking Moreton Bay. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

12 - 29 Nov 1850.  Evacuation At Last.    

 

Starting with 35 healthy adults, on 12 November, approval was given for those immigrants to land 
in Brisbane.  Gradually, the remaining immigrant families were delivered to Queen’s Wharf in 

Brisbane.  The last group would arrive on 29th Nov - 195 days after departing from Plymouth. 
 
 

For the Salisbury family, more sadness.  Not only 
did their baby son die on the voyage, but their 

daughter, Mary Anne (8 yrs) would die of typhus in 
quarantine (date unknown).   
 
They had embarked with five children and made the 
passage with six, but would begin their lives in 
Brisbane with only four. 
  
 

Sources:   
1. Ship of Death, Tragedy of the Emigrant,   
 Jane Smith, 2019. 
2.  Salisbury Family Records.   
 

 

 

 

Cheryl Salisbury & Wayne Hammer  
Salisbury Family Descendants  2018. 

Dunwich cemetery. 
L  Dr. Mitchell’s grave with 
obelisk   
R is Dr. Ballow’s sarcophagus. 
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The Gill Family (Sam Gill).   Seeking better prospects in Australia, this family made the 
momentous decision to leave the small fishing town of Grimsby in Lincolnshire and sail from 

Plymouth on 11 Sept 1882.   They were bookkeeper Samuel (32), his wife, Charlotte née Bilton 
(29), along with their children, Joseph Samuel (6), Emma Mary Lindsey (4) and Henry Lindsey 
Bilton (1).  Samuel and Charlotte were Sam Gill’s grandparents and Joseph Samuel was Sam’s 
father.  Their final destination was Brisbane and they were coming as assisted migrants.   
 

 Their ship, the SS Compta, was a 
 new steel steamer, built in 1880, and 
 was on her second trip to Brisbane.   
 
 On board, were 474 emigrants (418 
 adults and 56 children).   Most were 
 from Ireland (77%), then England  
 (19%) and Scotland (4%).   
 

With the 1869 opening of the Suez Canal in Egypt, there was now a new shipping route from 
England to Queensland.  It was deemed to be the best route for an expeditious and smooth 
passage and was quite different to the one used by the earlier sailing ships.  Instead of sailing 
down to the “Roaring Forties”, it went through the Mediterranean Sea; with stops along the way 
at Malta, Port Said, Aden, Colombo, Batavia (Dutch East Indies), Thursday Island, Cooktown, 
Townsville, Bowen, Mackay, Rockhampton and finally Brisbane.    
 
Of note is that, in contrast to other Australian colonies which restricted arrivals to ports near their 
capitals, Queensland was the only colony to populate its territory from towns stretching along its 
entire eastern seaboard.  
 
With their arrival off Thursday Island, on 1 November, the discharge of cargo and landing of immigrants 
started.  This continued at every town listed on the itinerary.  Overall, according to reports, it had been a 
pleasant voyage.  The weather had stayed fine but they did encounter heavy gales and high seas between 
Thursday Island and Townsville.   

 
Health Reports.  There had been no serious 
sickness but seven infants had died en route and 
three babies born.   
 

Unhappily for the Gill family, their toddler, 

Henry (aged 16 months), had been one of 
the seven infants.  He had died from 
bronchitis on 28 October and was buried at 
sea somewhere in the Torres Strait between 
Batavia and Thursday Island.   
 
After almost two months at sea, the ship 

arrived in Brisbane on 7 Nov 1882.   It 
would have been so hard on the family not to have 
come to their journey’s end with everyone safe and 
well.   
 
Initially, the family lived in Queensland but soon travelled to Auckland, New Zealand, where a 
daughter, Elizabeth, was born in 1883.  In 1884, they returned to Queensland and spent the rest 
of their lives in North Queensland.      

       **********                 
                   

A 1880 sketch of a burial at sea.  A canvas-
shrouded body is being slid into the sea.   
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