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Elizabeth (Bessie) Simpson née Blair (1850 - 1912) and  
John Simpson (1849 - 1930).    Pioneers of Maleny and other areas 
of the Sunshine Coast, Queensland.  Studio photo is undated.   
 

Their great-grandson, member Lawrie Simpson, has supplied 
information and photos about their lives.  See pages 4 - 8. 
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

Library Address:  Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, 
Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 
Secretary’s contact email address:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 
Email:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

 

PATRONS:  Hon. Luke Howarth, MP, Member for Petrie, Assistant Minister 
     for Community Housing, Homelessness and Community Services. 
    Mrs. Gayle M. Sutherland  

 

President       Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Vice President      Sam Gill    0468 354 776  

Treasurer      Ted Flack    3885 8678 

Secretary      Joan Flack    3885 8678 

Librarian & Newsletter Distribution Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Almoner       Diane Hendey    3293 0567 

News Editor      Leonne Willis   3885 3533 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Financial Year 1st July 2019 to 30 June 2020 
 

New Membership Joining Fee  $ 6.00 
Single Membership           $35.00 

      Family Membership              $40.00 
 
LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

(Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 11:00 

am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to attend general meetings to 

submit ideas for discussion.    
 
NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First Settlement City Gazette” 

by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for 

the opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged.  

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Hon. Luke 

Howarth, who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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   Christmas Party, 12 December 2019.   Seventeen of 
our members enjoyed the “bring-a-plate” party before we broke up for 

the annual close of our Library.  We came back on 28 January 2020 with 
renewed vigour; in pursuit of new research and solving old mysteries.   

 

Copernic Program.  With thanks to Graham Prothero and Ted Flack, we now have this  
stand-alone software (a computer search engine) that searches and locates documents which 
we have in our Library.   This will simplify research for our members.   

 

********** 

 

History of Queensland’s State Flag.  

 

The new colony of Queensland came into 
existence on 5 June 1859.   In 1865, the 
Admiralty in London decreed that the 
colony’s vessels should fly the Blue Ensign 
(British flag) with the colony’s badge.   
 
At that time, Queensland did not have a 
badge.  Some years passed with Queensland 
and other colonies working on their badge 
designs.   

 
 

In 1875, the Admiralty proposed one for Queensland which included a representation of  
Queen Victoria’s head, encircled by a white band, with the word Queensland at the top. 
 
The Queensland Government believed it would be too difficult to adequately reproduce the  
Queen’s head on a flag.  An alternative design, a Royal Crown superimposed on a Maltese 
Cross, was then submitted to London.  The Admiralty approved of this design in 1876 and so 
the present flag was established.   

 

Design of the Badge. 

 

This badge was designed by then Queensland Colonial Secretary and Treasurer, William 
Hemmant.  It was described as “On a Roundel Argent a Maltese Cross Azure surmounted 
with a Royal Crown”. 
 
It is not known why this was chosen as a suitable badge.  However, a Maltese Cross had 
been incorporated on the legend band around the Great Seal of Queensland (1859).  The 
Royal Crown also appears on this seal.   
 
In 1893, the badge was incorporated into the Queensland Coat of Arms.  Since the reign of 
Queen Victoria, the design of the Royal Crown has been altered slightly by succeeding 
monarchs.  It was last altered in 1963, after Queen Elizabeth II decided to reproduce the 
Crown in her reign. 

 

********** 
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John Simpson (1849 - 1930) and Elizabeth (Bessie) Simpson née Blair (1850  - 1912).   As 
noted earlier, our member, Lawrie Simpson, who is John and Bessie’s great grandson, has 
provided the following. 

 

Pioneers of Maleny.  A May 1923 article in “The Queenslander” started as follows:  “In 
common with other centres in Queensland, Maleny has instituted a search for the oldest 

residents of the district.   The Simpson family appear to be entitled to this honour”. 
 

Birth.   Both John Simpson and Bessie Blair were born in Scotland and, as their stories unfold, 
we follow their journeys from Scotland; first as children, then where their paths crossed as 
adults in Queensland and later how they lived out their pioneer lives.     
 
John was born on 12 November 1849 in the town of Clackmannan, Clackmannanshire.  His 
parents were William and Janet Simpson née Donald.   Bessie was born on 26 September 1850 
in the nearby small town of Sauchie, Clackmannanshire.  Her parents were Robert and Ann 
Blair née Paterson.  It is not known if their families were known to each other at this stage.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Most likely for economic reasons, 
both families chose to emigrate to 
Australia.  Shipping records reveal 
details of these two young Scottish 
families.    
 

The Simpson family came first; 
arriving in May 1855 on the sailing 
ship “John Davies”  into Moreton Bay and the fledgling town of Brisbane which was still part 
of the New South Wales colony.   Those records detailed that William was aged 27, Janet 28 

years, and their three children were Helen (8), John (4) and infant William (1).   William was a 
labourer.  It was also noted that he could read and write; likewise his wife and daughter and that 
young John could read.  Their religion was given as Presbyterian.   

 

 The Blair family arrived into 
 Moreton Bay on the barque “British 
 Empire” .  We know that this ship 
 departed from Plymouth, England 
 on 12 October 1858 and arrived into 
 Moreton Bay on 3 February 1859; a 
 voyage of almost four months.  
 Robert was 33 yrs old, Ann née 

 Paterson (32), Catherine (12), Betsy 
 aka Bessie (8) and David (3).    
 
 
 
 

The main street of Clackmannan 
town with some 19th century 
buildings.  Internet. 

A typical square-rigged 
barque.  Internet. 
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Sadly, at that time, for reasons of economy, the Moreton Bay area colonial authorities were 
recycling left-over shipping arrival forms which related to other matters.  So, no complete  
passenger details of the SS British Empire were recorded.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As a young man (c.16 years), John Simpson worked on the Ipswich to Grandchester line; the 
first railway line to be built in Queensland and was completed in 1865. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Later, John had contracts 

 for the Ipswich to 
 Brisbane rail extension to 
 supply bridge timber, 
 fencing material and stone 
 ballast.    
 
 John also was interested in 
 exploring the Maroochy 
 district timber reserves. 

            
At the age of 20 years, a very important milestone in John’s life occurred.   He had met and 

fallen in love with Bessie Blair who was a cook in a Goodna hotel.   So, at the age of 20 and 
19 years respectively, John and Bessie married on 26 August 1870. 
 

The Queensland Times details an interesting anecdote about their wedding.   
 
 
The aide to the then Queensland 
Governor, Colonel Samuel Blackall, had 
stopped in the Governor’s coach at the 

Redbank Inn to rest and feed the 
horses.  As it so happened, the Simpson 
family owned this inn. 
 
After hearing about the upcoming 
nuptials, he offered John a ride in the 
Governor’s coach from the inn to the 
home of Bessie’s family where they 
were married.   
 
 

Voyages on sailing ships to Australia were long and dangerous and quite often deaths 
occurred.  Young children were particularly susceptible to infectious diseases.  Fortunately, 
the Simpson and Blair families arrived safe and sound and commenced their new lives.  Soon, 
this northern colony would be separated from New South Wales (6 June 1859) and was 
named “Queensland”  in honour of Queen Victoria.  

Formal opening of the rail 
line from Grandchester 
to Ipswich.  Internet. 

The original Redbank Inn.  
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Family Details.  John and Bessie’s family started with the birth of their first child in 1871.  Over 
the following years, their family continued to grow and, in total, they would have eleven children 

- Annie (1871), William (1872), Janet (1874), Robert (1876), Elizabeth (1878). John (1880), 
Catherine (1883), Ellen (1886), Mary (1889), Jane (1892), and David (1894).  In addition, they 

fostered five more children.     Note:  Robert is our member’s grandfather. 
 
The eleven Simpson children all grew to adulthood, married and continued to reside in South-
East Queensland.   
 

Queensland Economy - 1860’s.  In 1867, the State of Queensland was on the verge of 
bankruptcy when James Nash discovered alluvial gold in a creek bed in bushland near Gympie 
(about 168 kilometres from Brisbane).   At this time, there was no township; just timber cutters 
and cattle stations.  The subsequent influx of miners into the area caused a “Gold Rush” and, 
within months, about 25,000 people were working the goldfields.  Thus, Gympie (initially named 

Nashville) became known as “the town that saved Queensland”. 
 
During this time, the Simpson brothers John and William, had been investigating the goldfields as well as 
different areas of the nearby region, including trips, on horseback, to Caboolture, Glasshouse mountains 
and Woombye (Cobbs Camp).   After seeing the timber potential of the Blackall Ranges, the two brothers 
returned to Redbank and, with John’s horse team and William’s bullock team, they hauled cedar logs to 
Caboolture from The Cove cattle property.    

 
Essentially, John Simpson is considered to be 
a pioneer timber cutter in the Coochin Creek, 
Landsborough and Maleny districts.   

 

In 1875, John shifted their camp to log 
cedar on the ridges of Durundur and a 
couple of years later, John selected 

property on the range above Peachester.   
 

 
 
 
 

There, John built a slab hut and continued 
cutting and carrying timber to the Mellum and 

Coochin Creek rafting grounds.  His wife, Bessie, was then the only white woman in the district.    
  

 
 This 19th century picture shows 
 Simpson family members on their 
 property.    
 
 A number of small slab huts can be 
 seen and bullock wagons loaded 
 with large logs.   
 
 A farrier is at work on a horse 
 (possibly John Simpson) as he had a 
 blacksmithing workshop on the 
 property.   
 

Peachester area.  A timber mill and 
cattle yards.  C. 1917.  internet.  
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In 1880, Bessie rode again to her mother at Redbank for the birth of their son John Junior.  
Whilst they were away, their hut burned down and the family shifted to land they had 
selected in the Coochin-Beerwah area.   
 

In 1881, they constructed a hotel at Coochin Creek (2 kilometres west from Beerwah).  It 
was on the Cobb and Co. coach route and would become a recognised stopping place for 
their coaches and other travellers.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civic Matters.   John helped with the establishment of a school in 1888 and became the first 
Chairman of the School Committee.  Mr. Verrent, the first teacher, taught their son, John, 
and boarded with them.  He later married their daughter, Annie.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1895.  Photo of Coochin Creek hotel.  John Simpson is driving the buggy. 

1912.  Coochin 
Creek school.  
 
Teachers and 
families.   
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By 1897, John and Bessie owned the registered post office, a store, a butchery, blacksmith 
and wheelwright services at the hotel complex.   John was able to offer employment to many 
people; especially after he purchased the newly-built sawmill at Beerwah.   He also built a 
row of houses for his employees.   
 

Sadly, his companion in life, Bessie, died in March 1912 at the age of sixty-one years and 
was buried in Ipswich General Cemetery.   Bessie was described as being a most cheerful 
and hospitable woman.  
 
The following year, John 
commenced building a new 
two-storey hotel which was 
near the Peachester/Kilcoy 
Road.   
 
In 1900, John transferred this 
hotel licence to his eldest son, 
William, while he ran the old 
Coochin Hotel as a store and 
boarding house.   
 
As a member of the Caboolture 
Divisional Board, John served as a 
councillor from 1899 to 1913 and 

was, in fact, Chairman, from 1910-11.   
 

 
At the age of 81, after a full and adventurous pioneering life, John died on 21 November 
1930, and was buried with his beloved wife, Elizabeth, his parents (William and Janet) and 
other family members  in Ipswich General Cemetery.  The headstone is inscribed as follows:
  
         SACRED MEMORY OF  
 

 WILLIAM SIMPSON 
 Died Nov 11 1885  AGED  56 years 
  
 JANET SIMPSON  
 Died Mar 1 1908  AGED 82 years 

 
 ELIZABETH HENDERSON 
 Died Dec 10 1893 AGED 37 years 

 
 ANDREW DONALD  
 Died Jan 15 1899  AGED 46 years 

 
 ELIZABETH SIMPSON  
 BELOVED WIFE OF JOHN SIMPSON 
 Died Mar 20 1912  AGED 61 years 

 
 JOHN SIMPSON     
 Died Nov 21 1930 AGED 82 YEARS 

         

********** 

Simpson’s Beerwah Hotel.  A typical Queensland-style 
hotel of the era.  It was demolished when the Bruce 
Highway came into being.   
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