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Westminster Abbey (officially titled the Collegiate Church of St. Peter at Westminster).  
Construction of the present church began in 1245 by the Plantagenet King, Henry III. 
 
It holds not only the tombs of various English Kings and Queens but those of important 
people as well.  Also, over hundreds of years, it has been the scene of coronations, 
christenings and weddings.  The latest royal wedding was in 2011, when Prince 
William (2nd in line to the English throne) married Miss Catherine Middleton.   

Our member, Margaret Morris has provided details of one of her 
forebears, William Heather, who was buried in this Abbey in 1627. 
 

Who was William Heather and how did his life’s journey evolve?  What 
aspect of his background determined the distinction of being buried in 
this famous abbey and, also, that 300 years later a stone would be laid 

near his burial spot.                                           See pages 7 to 10.  
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

Library Address:  Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, 
Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 
Secretary’s contact email address:  tandjflack@optusnet.com.au 

Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 
Email:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

 

PATRONS:  Mr. Luke Howarth, MP - Federal Member for Petrie 
    Mrs. Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

 

President & Asst. Treasurer  Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Vice President & Librarian   Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Treasurer      Ted Flack    3885 8678 

Secretary      Joan Flack    3885 8678 

Newsletter Editor    Leonne Willis   3885 3533 

Newsletter Distribution   Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Almoner       Mary Ludlow   3203 8636  

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Financial Year 1st July 2018 to June 2019 
 

New Membership Joining Fee  $ 6.00 
Single Membership           $35.00 

    Family Membership            $40.00 
 
LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

(Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 

11:00 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to attend 

Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    
 
NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First Settlement City 

Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible 

for the opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this 

newsletter.  Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission 

to reprint items from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged.  

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke 

Howarth, who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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      To our New Members:    

       Ken Graham and Leona Tong 

        
1.  Kippa Rings Lions Club.  We were happy to receive a Charity Day at the Redcliffe Showgrounds on 
Sunday, 8 July.   Many thanks to the following members who put their hands up to assist me (Leonne) at the 
gates:  Jim & Eileen Bothwell, Helen Ellis, June Falkner, Ted Flack, Sam Gill, Bob Kirkwood, Murray Ryan, 
Cheryl Salisbury, Viv Saunders and Penne Taylor.     
    . 
2. An application for general funding has been submitted through our Councillor Koliana Winchester.  
If successful, this would be of great assistance in defraying some of our expenses.  A decision is yet to be 
received.   
 
3.  A donation has been received from the Moreton Bay Regional Council (MBRC) which will enable us to 
publish additional copies of our book, “Remembering Redcliffe’s First World War Veterans”.   Additional 
activities regarding this book are in place and will be part of our November issue along with service stories of 
some of those WW1 veterans. 
 
Also, to date, presentations of the book have been made to History Redcliffe, MBRC, North Lakes Library, 
Redcliffe Library, Redcliffe RSL and Redcliffe Uniting Church.      
 

4.  Cemetery Presentations. 

          5 April 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
Twenty people - members and visitors, 
attended these presentations at our library. 
 
The first presenter was  
Rita-Marie Lenton, Branch Manager, 
from the Great Northern Garden of 

Remembrance in Deception Bay.   
 
Rita-Marie spoke on her work at the crematorium and its history of ownership. She stated that the Garden is 
currently owned and ethically run by the Alex Gow Family, an Australian owned entity. She invited us to an 
open day in October when visitors can explore the facilities, both public areas and behind the scenes, to assist 
in demystifying the funeral cremation process. 
 
The second presenter was Pat Gee, the former local history librarian at the Redcliffe Library.  Her talk on 
the Redcliffe Cemetery included some of the history of the cemetery such as the early graves, those outside the 
consecrated area, little known graves and gave examples of memorial head stones.   
 
Pat also mentioned a book, The Redcliffe Cemetery, that she was involved in publishing. This book, as well as 
giving the history of the cemetery, has obituaries and information about individual people and families buried 
in the cemetery area.  
 

Dates to Remember in our Library: 
 
Tues, 10 July at 10 a.m. Patron Luke Howarth, MP will be presented with our WW1 book and morning tea.   
Tues, 17 July from 10.00.  Presentation on “Getting Started on your Family Tree”.   
Thurs, 27 Sep.  Annual General Meeting, followed by a General Meeting and morning tea.   
Sat, 20 Oct.  Stand at the Garden of Remembrance, Deception Bay.  (Roster to be developed).   

L to R.  Pat Gee, Cheryl Salisbury 
and Rita-Marie Lenton. 
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Leona Barbara Tong née Young.   Our member, Leona, describes herself as half Uyghur.  They are part of 
the Turkic population and one of the 55 officially recognised ethnic minorities in China.  They live primarily 
in the Xinjian Autonomous Region in north-west China and the historical Silk Road runs through its territory  
Their physical appearance is diverse and ranges from Western Eurasian to 
more East Asian. 
 
 
 
Percy Puck Sing Young (c. 1865 - 1942).    
Clan name - Kwan Hong Kee.  

 
This story starts with Leona’s paternal line and that of her Uyhhur 
grandfather, Percy Young. Much of the information comes from Percy’s 
January 1938 autobiography which he wrote while working in Hong Kong.   
His birthplace was in Guangdong Province (formerly Kwang Tung).  As 
can be seen, this province borders with Macau and Hong Kong 

 
 As a young 
man, endowed with a 
spirit of adventure and 
entrepreneurial skills, 
Percy left home at the age of 16 years to work in coastal 
ship building yards.   
 
 Then, in 1885, at age 20 years, he  borrowed 
money from his brother and left China to go overseas.  
He embarked on a vessel in Hong Kong and his 
destination was Australia.  It would be a journey of 
about three weeks.   

 
His brother’s money paid for his passage and, in addition, Percy worked as a ship’s cook.  After his safe 
arrival in Sydney, he borrowed some more money.  He bought himself some European clothes and sent back 
word to his village that he had arrived in Australia.  From a friend’s contact, he found work in Newcastle 
(again as a cook) and this paid for his board and lodgings.   
 
Each day, after cooking breakfast, Percy then worked (as a hawker) selling goods until 4 p.m. when it was 
time to prepare the evening meal.   After three months, he secured a job in Sydney in a store, Sarm Choy,  
which imported and sold Chinese goods; his wages were 15 shillings a week.   
 
Six years later, this firm sent him south to Narrandera (Riverina area) where the store sold Australian goods.   
In addition to serving in the shop, he also delivered goods around the town and, at night time, he studied 
English.  His wages were £1.5s which increased 
to £1.10s after 3 years.   In all, Percy worked 7 
years for this firm    
 
Eventually, his life’s path led to Glen Innes in 
Northern New South Wales where he joined a 
country department store, Kwong Sing War, 
which had started trading in 1886 as a small 
Chinese grocery shop.  The store would expand 
later with hardware, drapery, and clothing 
departments.   

 
 
 
 

A Uyghur young woman in 
traditional attire. 

Photo of the Glen Innes store taken in 

1986, celebrating 100 years of trading. 
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The store prospered; realising an annual profit of over £1,000 pounds.  Percy’s wages rose from £1.10s. to £3.  
His work was general - selling, back store work, plus receiving and delivering goods.  In his words, “I tried 
my best and my boss was pleased with my work over the six years”.   

 
Then, in 1900, Percy sailed back to China where he married a Miss Mu See (who would later take Ethel as her 
first name). They lived there for a year before Percy returned to Australia, accompanied by his wife and a 
nephew, Walter Gett.  Percy went back to his former workplace in Glen Innes.  He and Ethel would have 7 
sons and 3 daughters; in birth order - Henry, Stanley, Daisy, Leslie, Connie, Edna, Roger, Norman, Leonard 
and Cecil.   In the decade after 1900, Percy and Ethel and their young children took trips to the home province 
of Quangdong.  Some of the children still have memories of those months spent there. 
 
Trade was initially with the numerous Chinese tin miners and rural workers in the district and, later with the 
broader community.  In those pioneering days, the store was an essential hub - supplying their customers with 
all their basic needs - groceries, patent medicines, clothing, soft goods, furniture, farm tools, firearms, fuel, 
explosives etc.   
 
Then, in 1907, he was offered a partnership in recognition of his good work for the firm.  The business 
prospered even more each year and profits rose to £3,000 annually. When the general manager took leave and 
left for China, Percy took his place.  
 
Four years later, in 1911, Percy bought the business for £6,400.  With only £400 in hand, Percy took out loans 
at 8% interest for the remainder of the purchase price.  He paid off the debt in 2½ years and changed the name 
to Kwong Sing & Co.  The store gradually expanded its premises and customer base.   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Percy gave long-term (interest-free )credit to his clients (up to 12 
months); usually to those on the land waiting for livestock to be sold, 
crops harvested or the annual wool cheque to arrive.   
 
 Also, the store catered to the needs of outlying families whenever 
they came to town.  The back of the store became a rest and meeting 
place and shelter sheds were available with hot water, clean toilet 
facilities, lights, stables, water troughs and even nose bags for horses.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For Percy, here was an incentive and a means to sponsor relatives and fellow villagers which circumvented 
the so-called “White Australia” policy.  So, while Percy was active in importing and exporting products to 
Hong Kong,  he continued his commitment to assist family members.  
 
The next photo shows Percy, with his five young sons and six Chinese nephews whom he had sponsored to 
come to Australia.  Initially, his nephews worked at the main store.  He provided them with food, lodging, 
business training and language skills.   
 
 

Hardware.  Late 1950’s.  Cecil Young (on the left) 
and Bob Lee.  Percy’s store is still being run by 
third and fourth generation descendants.   

The 1901 Commonwealth Immigration Restriction Act did allow shop assistants as a 
category who could be sponsored to enter Australia ..... provided the sponsoring store 
had a certain turnover and also was involved in export trade.  
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Then, with that experience, the nephews moved on because there was a limit to the number of overseas-born 
Chinese who could be employed in any one enterprise.   At this point, Percy also provided financial assistance 
enabling his nephews to set up their own businesses in other towns; particularly in Northern New South Wales 
and also in Queensland, in Stanthorpe and Texas.   
 
By 1926, Percy was regarded as a man of considerable personal and commercial integrity.   Not only involved 
with his business, he was committed to the progress of the Glen Innes community - supporting and contributing 
to many social and charitable activities.   As a member of the local Anglican church, Percy’s donation for an 
altar bears a metal plaque inscribed “In memory of a Chinese Christian gentleman”.  Also, Young Street in 
Glen Innes was named in his honour. 

  
 
 Percy sold his store in 1924 but his spirit of 
adventure had not lapsed because, in 1926, aged 
61 years, he decided to take up commercial 
opportunities in China and Hong Kong.    
 
 On the eve of his departure for China, in 
1926, as a testament to his activities, Percy 
received a civic presentation signed by the Mayor 
and aldermen. 
 

  
 
 

 
 
In the 1926 testimonial, the Council conveyed their best wishes and appreciation for his citizenship over the 
past 30 years.  They hoped his business transactions in the East would be beneficial and especially the export 
there of Australian Products.   They also wrote at length of his integrity, business probity, benevolent 
disposition and the community’s high respect. 
 
In China, although offered lucrative opportunities in Tientsin (near Beijing) and also in Shanghai, because of a 
health problem, Percy decided instead to become a company director in Hong Kong.   
 
 

Photo c. 1915.   Standing: Henry (son), Harry Yee, Leslie (son), Jimmy Hoon, Sam Yett, Stanley (son & 
Leona’s father).    Sitting: Robert Kwan, Walter Gett, Roger (son), Percy Young holding Norman (son) 
and Frank Fatt.   

Part of the 1926 Testimonial  
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Digressing a little.  The following year, Stanley, his second 
son (b. 1905) and Leona’s father, visited Percy in Hong 
Kong and enjoyed its social life.   
 
In his autobiography, Stanley noted how he and friends also 
visited relatives in Quangdong province in which his father 
had worked as a young man.  They travelled to villages by 
rickshaw and sedan chair and were accompanied by body 
guards for protection against bandits.   
 
Through family connections, Stanley met and married 
Grace Mew Loong (b. 1909) in Shekki on 27 Dec 1927.   
 
They returned in 1928 to Glen Innes where Stanley resumed 
work at the family’s store.  Eventually, Stanley took over the management of 
Percy’s business affairs and property interests there.    
 
Stanley and Grace had 2 sons and 3 daughters; in birth order - Valmai, Harvey, Olma, Leona and Barry.  Leona 
has a memory from her childhood in Glen Innes.  “We had a Chinese cook until I was about 10 years old.  On 
Sundays, we’d have a chook.  That was a specialty then”.   
 
In Percy’s 1938 autobiography, he mentions how fortuitous it was that, instead of investing in Tientsin and 
Shanghai, he had chosen Hong Kong. 

   
 
 In his words, “I would have lost 
everything, as well as having my life in 
danger” because, in 1937, both cities fell to 
invading Japanese troops.  
 
 After many years in Hong Kong, 
Percy and Ethel returned to Glen Innes in 
April, 1939.   
 
 Intuitively, Percy believed the  
Japanese would eventually take over Hong 
Kong.  Indeed, this did happen in 1941.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Percy died in 1942 aged 77 years and is buried in the Glen Innes cemetery.  Ethel died in 1967 aged 85 and is 
also buried there.   
 
In his autobiography, Percy’s last paragraph reads:  “If you have good fortune do not be proud, and if you have 
misfortune, do not be downhearted.   Be diligent and thrifty.  Look forward with courage.  Do your best, and 
accept life’s destiny.  Be persistent in your desire, and Almighty will not forsake you.”   

 
Sources:   1) Wilton, Janis. Golden Threads, Powerhouse Publishing, Sydney, 2004. 
  2) Young, Percy (Kwan Hong Kee). Autobiography, Hong Kong, 1938. 
  3) Young, Stanley Herbert. Autobiography, Glen Innes, 1989.  

 

********** 

1985.  Stanley and Grace Young 

1985.  L to R. The Tong family - Ian, 
Bronwyn, Leona, Gordon and Michelle   
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William Heather (c. 1563 - 1627).   Our Member, Margaret Morris, has provided information about her 
forebear, William Heather, who was born in Harmondsworth, County of Middlesex, in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I.   It is an ancient village, mentioned in the Domesday Book, and is situated in what is now 
called “Greater London”.    
 
Our story revolves around William’s life and this stone that was laid by the University of Oxford in his 
memory on 11 May 1926.  It marked the three hundred years after William had set up the music 
professorship in Oxford University and is located in Westminster Abbey in “Poets Corner”, 
 
 
 
 

The stone reads as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM HEATHER  D. MUS.  BORN 1563.  DIED 1627.  BURIED NEAR THIS 
SPOT.  SINGER OF THE CHAPEL ROYAL.  FOUNDER OF THE MUSIC  PROFESSORSHIP AT 
OXFORD 1626.  THIS STONE IS INSCRIBED IN THE THREE HUNDRETH ANNIVERSARY.   
MAY 11, 1926 BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.” 
 
As to the question why William was buried in Westminster Abbey, well, 
quite possibly, William’s association with the Abbey began in 1586.  
Records show that, at the age of 23, he started singing in its choir.  He 
would continue as a chorister until 1615 when he was appointed a 
Gentleman of the Chapel Royal.   
 
This is a group of priests and singers who explicitly serve the spiritual 
needs of the Sovereign, then, James I of England (formerly James VI of 
Scotland).  So that when James died in 1625, William was part of the 
royal funeral service.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 In 1589, William married Margery (Margaret) 
Fryer in the Anglican church of St. Margaret, situated 
in the grounds of Westminster Abbey.   
 
 
 
 
 
 This is a 12th century church, rebuilt in 1523 in 
the reign of Henry VII.  It is quite close to the House 
of Commons and the “Ben Ben” clock tower which 
can be seen in the background of this photo.   
 

King James I of England 
1566 - 1625 

St. Margaret’s Church. 
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William’s association with the Abbey stayed strong because he and his wife were given residence in 
one of the houses belonging  to the Almonry of the Abbey.   An Almonry was a separate section 
where alms were distributed to the poor and needy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Within a few years, William had enough 
money to purchase land and a manor in 
Kent; then outside of London.   
 
So, to the little town Chislehurst, as often 
as they could, he and Margery would make 
the 10-mile journey and enjoy the fresh 
country air.   
 
 
At some point, William made an important connection and friendship with William Camden. 
Camden was a noted British historian and surveyor and a few years older (b. 1551) and was then 
headmaster of Westminster School.  When an outbreak of plague struck London, Camden became 
seriously ill but survived.  To recuperate, William brought his friend to his home in Chislehurst 
where he rested for several months.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Later, William Camden settled 
also in Chistlehurst and bought a 
manor, with barn, stable, mill and an 
orchard.   

 
 In the 19th century, this 
house, called Camden Place, was 
transformed into a French-style  
chateau and is now part of a golf 
course.   
 

 
The lives of Wm. Heather and Wm. Camden continued to be intertwined.  Heather had bought a 
property, Bexley Manor, and later sold it to Camden.  The value was £400 (a large amount of money 
in those days) and the sale was subject to a lease of  99 years.   
 
Four days later, Camden granted Bexley Manor to the Chancellor Master and Scholars of Oxford 
University.  The deeds of this gift is dated 5 May 1622.   

Since 1348, there is a record of plagues in London.  Every 20-30 years there has been a major 
one; usually killing around 20% of the population.  Minor ones have occurred in between those 
major ones.  The last major bubonic plague was in 1665.   

Example of a 16th century 
Almonry.  This one is in  
Evesham, Worcestershire. 

Camden Place, Chislehurst. 
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We have no known portrait of William Heather, but this one of 
William Camden provides an idea of how gentlemen dressed 
and how they looked during this era when William Heather was 
alive.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Until the expiration of the lease, Wm. Heather, the Chancellor 
Master and his successors were to pay £140 a year for the salary 
of a professor.   
 
Also, in May, 1622, the foundation of the Camden professorship 
was announced and this professorship at Oxford University still 
exists.   
 
 
In this same month, William Heather was awarded dual degrees - Bachelor of Music and Doctor of Music by 
Oxford University.   
 
Records show that, while William continued to perform the social duties of Lord of Bexley Manor, it was 
Oxford University which paid for any repairs needed for the manor, farm buildings and the mill.   
 
The friendship and trust between Heather and Camden endured and before Camden died in 1623, he had 
appointed Heather as sole executor of his estate.   Camden is also buried in “Poet’s Corner” at Westminster 
Abbey and his funeral was attended by many people including William Heather.  We don’t know the reason 
but, shortly afterwards, William disposed of his interest in Bexley Manor, although he could have gone on 
enjoying those profits.   
 
The years leading up to William’s own  death in 1627 were busy.  In February 1626, he founded the music 
lectureship at Oxford with an annual gift of £16.6s.8d.  Those monies would come out of his estates in Kent 
and would cover the salaries of a music professor and a lecturer on musical theory   This professorship is 
the origin of why Oxford University laid an inscription stone in his memory some 300 years later.  
 
William made his will in July 1627 and died at the end of that month.  From the list of bequests,  it was 
obvious that William Heather died a very rich man and he was very generous in death - to his wife (called 
Margaret in his will), family members, other kinsmen and also friends at Westminster Abbey.    
 
An interesting request was that 64 mourning gowns be given to poor people so they could attend his funeral.  
It is thought that 64 was based on William’s age at the time of his death.  On the first of August, he was 
buried with due respect in the broad aisle on the south side of Westminster Abbey.  
 
By coincidence, our member, Margaret Morris, visited the Abbey on 11 May 2017 (which was her birthday).  
It was exactly 91 years since the University of Oxford had laid William Heather’s stone.  Although she found 
his stone, she was unable to take a photo due to photographic restrictions.  A sympathetic guide introduced 
her to the Head Guide who turned out to be an Australian.  In fact, she had actually lived on the Redcliffe 
Peninsula for a time.  She kindly okayed that a photo could be taken.  Small world indeed!.  
 
Margaret also noted that, coincidence or not, music is in the genes of her family - her mother was a music 
teacher and love of music has continued with her, her children and grandchildren.  
 

********** 

William Camden. (c1551 - 1623).    
Author of  “Brittania”, the first 
chorographical survey of the British Isles.   
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