
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 John Richard GOTT 
Born:  1893 

Died of Wounds:  12 Oct 1917.  Aged 24 years 
Buried:  Military Cemetery, Menin Road South, Ypres, Belgium 
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The above memorial scroll was given to John’s widow, Doris Gott née 
Catchpole who was aged 18 years.  Their young son, Richard Horace, 
was only 2½ years old.      John’s story can be found on pages 4 - 6 and 

is the great-uncle of member, Leonne Willis.   
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

Library Address:  Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, 
Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 
Secretary’s contact email address:  tandjflack@optusnet.com.au 

Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 
Email:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

 

PATRONS:  Mr. Luke Howarth, MP - Federal Member for Petrie 
    Mrs. Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

 

President & Asst. Treasurer  Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Vice President & Librarian   Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Treasurer      Ted Flack    3885 8678 

Secretary      Joan Flack    3885 8678 

Newsletter Editor    Leonne Willis   3885 3533 

Newsletter Distribution   Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Almoner       Mary Ludlow   0412 663 427  

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Financial Year 1st July 2017 to June 2018 
 

New Membership Joining Fee  $ 6.00 
Single Membership           $35.00 

    Family Membership            $40.00 
 
LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

(Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 

11:00 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to attend 

Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    
 
NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First Settlement City 

Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible 

for the opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this 

newsletter.  Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission 

to reprint items from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged.  

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke 

Howarth, who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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Returned Members:    Bruce Glover, Peter & Jean  Newman and           

           Beverly Rennie.         New Members:    Vera Arratoon & Edith Henry. 

 

1. Kippa Ring Lions Club.  The Bad Weather Rain God struck again in the days prior to our 
Charity Day allocation on Sunday, 4 February.  Consequently, very few traders came to set up their 
stalls and foot traffic through the gates was minimal.  However, we still received $250.  Many thanks 
here for our members who volunteered for the roster.    
 
 Jim & Eileen Bothwell, Helen Ellis, June Falkner, Ted Flack, Sam Gill, Roger & Diane Hendey,
 Bob Kirkwood, Cheryl Salisbury and Gordon Tong.  A special thanks to Mary Ludlow (who 
 was not actually rostered on) but who still came and gave a most welcome helping hand. 
 

2. Various Activities.  Since our last news in November, we have enjoyed the following:  
  
 A.   As a prelude to our annual summer break-up, we held a pre-Christmas Morning Tea which 
 was attended by sixteen members.  As per usual, tables groaned with many tasty goodies and 
 let’s not mention the calories we happily consumed.   
 
 B.  Coming back in 2018, we celebrated a R&DFH Group Pioneer’s Day on 25 January.  For  
  us, it was a new activity bringing together our Foundation members as well as past and current 
 members.  We had a very good  response; twenty-four people attended.  Again, another great 
 day and the request to “bring a plate” provided so much food (both savoury and sweet).   
 

 C.   On two occasions (1 Feb and 8 Feb), member, Rick Aindow, provided training for our 
 members on using Family Tree Maker.   A total of twenty-one members attended his first 
 session and some sixteen members came to his second one. As our President noted in her thanks 
 to Rick for his time and expertise, this software will be an excellent tool to store data.  Also, five 
 of our computers are now operating with the latest edition of this program.   
 
 D.  On 8 March, Rick also kindly brought to our Library a group from his U3A Genealogy class. 
 On this occasion, seven people came.  These visits enable members of the wider community to 
 become aware of our Group and what resources and research assistance we are able to offer.   
 

 E.   An upcoming special visit to our Library is scheduled for 5 April.  Patricia (Pat) Gee,   
 who, prior to her retirement, was Historian and Genealogist at the Redcliffe City Library.  She 

 will speak on Redcliffe and, in particular, Redcliffe Cemetery.  Pat will be joined by Rita 
 Marie Lenton who will provide information about Deception Bay’s Garden of Remembrance.  
 

3. Library Acquisitions since mid November 2017.   

 

Donated by Bev Rennie.  The Colonial Office List 1955.  London, 1955.   
 

Donated by Gordon Tong.  The Genealogist’s Consolidated Copies and Indexes in the Outer London 
Area (1538 - 1837) - updated ed. 1981.  Compiled & Arranged by Norman H. Graham.  
 

Donated by Mrs. Win Coghlan.  A massive donation totalling thirty-nine books.  The subject 
matters include Redcliffe Peninsula, Pictorial Historic Brisbane, Pioneer Women and Families in 
various shires of Greater South-East Queensland, Early History of Redcliffe convicts, Early Brisbane 
Catholic History, Early history of Brisbane township, Ireland and some of its counties etc. etc.     For 
full details of these 39 books, please see our Librarian, Penne Taylor, who has the complete list.    

 

********** 
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World War One.  John Richard Gott (1893 - 1917).  The following is a combination of 
information provided by his grandson, Gary Gott, and details gleaned from his service record.   
 
John Gott enlisted in the First AIF at Brisbane on 20 Oct 1915.  However, before he was 
accepted, John was required to fill out and sign, before a Justice of the Peace, a Statutory 

Declaration  that he was not of German parentage.  John also wrote that his father was born in 
England and he believed his mother had also been born in England and that she was now 
deceased.   We note here that, in his lifetime, John preferred to be called “Jack”. 
 
From Jack’s medical exam details, we know that he was 5ft 9 inches tall and weighed 140 
pounds.  He was a butcher by trade and was aged 22 years and 5 months.  His complexion was 
described as being “fresh” and he had light brown hair and blue eyes.  At that time, Jack was 
already married; his wife, Doris, being 18 years of age and their only child, Richard Horace, 
was just 2½ years old.   
 
As with many other men, Jack’s early basic training was conducted at the now defunct Wacol 
Army Base, on the outskirts of Brisbane, Qld.   
 
Jack first joined the Signal Corp and Doris would later talk to her family about how he would 
practice the semaphore message system whilst on leave at her parent’s home in Brisbane.  With 
his book opened on the lawn in front of him, he would go through the various instructions.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jack did not stay in the Signal Corp for long.  He requested and received a transfer to the  
Artillery.  Subsequently, he went to Sydney in mid-1916 for further training at the large 
Broadmeadows camp, west of Sydney.   Jack’s rank was Gunner in the 9th Field Artillery 
Brigade and he embarked from Sydney on 11 May 1916 on board H.M.A.T. A8 Argyllshire; 

arriving in England on 10 July 1916 where he received further training.   
 
Jack was still in England by the time Christmas rolled around when he took an unauthorised 

leave of  5 days (commonly described as AWOL - Absent Without Leave).  Coming back on 
Boxing Day (Dec 26), he was charged for this offence.  His penalty was a forfeiture of thirty-
three days pay.  Perhaps he went to Yorkshire to visit his father and other relatives.  His 
enlistment papers show that he was born in Hull.   
 
Jack had not seen his father since emigrating to Australia in the early 1900’s.  So he may have 
taken this opportunity to do so.  

The Gott home in Zillmere 
(now Taigum), a suburb of 
Brisbane. 
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Records note that Jack finally left England, out of Southampton, on 11 Sep 1917.  He was posted to 
the 4th Division Artillery Regiment and, by 13 Sep, he was recorded as being in Rouelles, France.  
The next notation is a report from the 3rd Australian Field Ambulance that Jack had been wounded in 

the chest on 12 Oct  1917 and had died of his wounds the same day. He had been barely one month 
on the Western Front.   
 

Polygon Woods, Belgium, 1917.   This area was part of the Third Battle for Ypres (Eiper).  Jack had 
been posted to the 4th Division Ammunition Column; its function was to bring artillery shells forward 
to various battery units.  The official records give no details of the circumstances of Jack’s death, but 
we have information from one of his mates who wrote afterwards to Doris, his widow, as follows: 
 
When Jack and his mates were on one of the re-supply details, they came upon an artillery gun team 
which was hopelessly bogged just off the road they were on.   
 
In order to get this gun back on the road, they were ordered to unhitch their four-horse team and join it 
on to the front of the bogged gun.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just after this had been done and, when about twenty men were now gathered around the artillery 
piece trying to drag the gun back to the road, it became the target for a German artillery barrage which 
was sharp, heavy and well-aimed.  After the barrage had stopped, everyone of the men and horses had 
either been killed or wounded.  Jack survived the attack but was badly wounded and, as noted earlier, 
he later succumbed to his injuries.   
 
Jack’s mate further wrote in his letter that they all felt the bogged gun had been seen by a German 
forward artillery observer who had waited until it became a more temping target before calling down 
that barrage.  His grave can be found in the Menin Road Military Cemetery in Belgium. 
 
For service to his country, Jack was awarded the Star medal, the British War medal and the Victory 
medal.  Doris received the Memorial Scroll (seen on p. 1).  She never remarried. 
 
Also, per fortnight,  Doris received a Widow’s War Pension of £2.2s. (two pounds two shillings or, as 
it was called then, “two guineas”).  As Jack’s child, Richard Horace, received £1.1s. (one pound, one 
shilling, “one guinea”).   

 

********** 

Not the scene of Jack’s 
wounding but is indicative of 
the mud conditions in 
Flanders (Belgium) in 1917. 
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Leona Barbara Tong née Young (wife of member, Gordon Tong) has supplied information about her 
forebears.   Sources:  Australian National Archives and family research. 
 
Leona was born in the N.S.W. country town of Glen Innes and describes herself as half-Han and half-
Uyghur.   Han people form the majority of the Chinese population whereas Uyghurs are a minority 
Turkic group located in East and Central Asia.   Leona’s paternal and maternal “Australian Stories” 
commenced in the late 19th century and we begin here with her maternal Han line.   
 
Her grandfather, Mew Loong, was born in 1875 in Canton; this name was broadly used to signify the 
area of the Pearl Delta basin.  Most of the Chinese immigrants arriving in Australia in the 1800’s came 
from this region.    
 
Few photos of the Loong family exist; most are copies scanned from government documents from 
c.1915.  Although they are not of good 
quality, they still represent a valuable 
addition to the family story. 
 
On 13 Feb 1897, then aged 22 years and 
single, Mew Loong arrived in Melbourne 
via Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) on the S.S  
Tsinan;  a small ship that plied its trade 
between South-East Asia and Australia.  
 
She carried cargo and some passengers and 
offered three classes of accommodation, 
first and second class and steerage.  We will 
see later that Mew Loong’s future bride also 
came on this ship; albeit in 1901.   
 
 
 
 
Mew Loong had been offered employment with a cabinet-maker and furniture manufacturer.  There 
were many such business in Melbourne’s Chinatown and, possibly, it was with his maternal cousin, 
Hong Quong.  In later years, they had a strong relationship whereby his cousin would act as a conduit 
between Mew Loong and the Australian government regarding family matters.    
 
Mew worked steadily and nine years after arrival he took a wife.  Because of the disparity in 
Melbourne’s Chinese male to female ratio and, sometimes, because of family pressures, quite a few 

men sought brides in China.  However, Mew had secured the hand of a local Chinese girl, Yuet Kai 
(born in Canton in 1890) and, as noted above, had come also on the S.S. Tsinan.  She arrived in 
Melbourne on 20 May 1901 at the tender age of ten years.    
 
On this 1901 trip we have the passenger list which shows that there were 35 passengers.  With no 
apparent relationship between young Yuet Kai and any of the other Chinese passengers, it is posited that 
she came with a Chinese family as an adopted daughter or as a servant.  Each of the passengers either 
paid their own fare or someone else paid for them  None were in the Assisted Migrant category.   
 
It is believed that Yuet Kai went to the Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union School near Little 
Bourke Street.  From records, we know that she could, at the very least, sign her own name in English.  
Mew and Yuet married in Melbourne on 1 Dec 1906 when she was then aged 16 years.  During their 
marriage, Yuet would give birth to a total of nine children.    

SS. Tsinan.  The sailing boat seen lower-right of the photo 
illustrates how small this ocean-going ship really was.   
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By 1915, Mew Loong was in business for himself as a cabinet manufacturer at 16 Corr’s Lane and 
trading as Quong Lee and Co.  He also owned premises at 17 Market Street.  The original building 
is still standing and has been the site of the well-known Flower Drum Cantonese restaurant for the 
past forty years.   
 

Now, we hark back to the years 1867 to 1888, when it had been possible for a Chinese national to 
apply for Australian Naturalisation.  Mew Loong’s arrival date was 1875 (well within this period) 
but it seems as if he  never took that “window of opportunity” which was firmly closed after 1888.  
Here, we come to a major fork in the road for the Loong family.   
 
Evidently, a better financial prospect back in China had arisen.  Accordingly, in order to keep open 
the family legal ability to live in Australia, Mew Loong initially applied in early 1915 for a 
Certificate of Exemption from the Dictation Test (CEDT form).   
 
This document was issued to immigrants of good character who had resided in Australia for at least 
five years and who were leaving Australian temporarily.  Said document allowed their return 
within a specified time.  Photos and a handprint were required of each applicant.     
 
Mew Loong requested permission to be absent for five years and complied with all the 
requirements.  The application noted he was 5ft 8 inches, of medium 
build, olive complexion with black hair and brown eyes.  It included 
some very glowing references from leading Melbourne citizens and, in 
due course, his application was accepted.  Then, their departure was 
delayed because of the pending birth of another child.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
A description of Yuet from her 
CEDT file follows - aged 25, 4ft 11½ 
inches and of slight build.   
 
She is seen holding a baby, wearing four rings, necklaces and a 
bracelet.  Her hair is pulled back and she is wearing a white 
blouse and dark skirt which is Euro-style clothing.   
 
 
 
 

 
Another photo from the family CEDT files. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mew Loong aged 41 
years in 1916 

Yuet Kai and baby, 
Marjory Daisy,  born 
on 22 Nov 1915 

Grace Mew (Leona’s mother) 
aged 5yrs 10 months.   
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A so-called “lock, stock and barrel” auction (including a fire-proof safe) occurred on 28 
March 1916 at their shop premises at Coor’s St.  Thus, prepared with capital for doing 
business abroad, on 14 Apr 1916,  the Loong family left on the SS St. Albans bound for 
China, to Canton (now called Guangzhou); but not all would return to Australia.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the birth of Marjory, five young Australian-born children now left Australia with their 
parents.  A daughter, Hilda, had died; the cause of death is unknown.   Whilst in China, three 
other children would be born.   
 

The complete list is - Henry Yum Way (1907), Grace Mew (1909) (Leona’s mother), Hilda 
(1910), Florence May (1911), George Reuben (1913), Marjory Daisy (1915), Mary (1918), 
Christiania (1921) and Arthur (1924).   
 
Although the last three children were born in China, correspondence shows that, after 
submission of legal documents, they were duly accepted by the Australian government as 
Mew and Yuet’s children and, thus, would be able to enter Australia.  
 
Mew Loong continued with his business interests in China - buying several properties and 

working on building projects in Shekki, Quandong Province and Hong Kong.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loong Family prior to their departure in April 1916.  L to R.  Yuet Kai holding 
baby Marjory, Florence, George, Grace, and Mew.  Behind the group is Henry, 
the oldest child. 

In 1986, Leona went with her parents, Stanley and Grace Young, to Shekki and 
located some of the properties, including one which is now a large nursery school. 
 
They were also able to see her mother’s home in Shekki which was still there.  It 
was enclosed with a courtyard and had a well.  Leona recalls that the tiles were 
still very good.  It was a very poignant time for her mother to see her home again 
given that so many years had passed since she had left there in 1928. 



9 

 
 
 
 
The map here shows the proximity of 
Hong Kong to Guangdong Province on 
the Chinese mainland. 
 
 
Over the following years, with the help 
of his cousin, Hong Quong (who still 
resided in Melbourne) Mew applied 
successfully to the Australian 
Government for an extension of his family’s CEDTs and the registration of his three children 
following their birth in China. 
 
However, in December 1925, after Mew did not avail himself of the latest deadline to return to 
Australia, the government advised that no further concessions would be made.    
 
 

Epilogue. 

 

Mew and Yuet never returned to Australia.  Yuet died in Canton in 1930 at the age of 40 years.  
The family believes the cause of death was some form of cancer.  Mew lived on in China, dying 
in 1950 at the approx. age of 75 years.    
 
The lives of their children would differ.  In birth order:  
 

Henry - Eventually he returned to Australia and became a successful businessman in Sydney. 
 

Grace returned to Australia on 24 Sep 1928 on the S.S. Tanda along with her younger brother, 
 George.  Government records show that, as registered Australian-born Chinese, they were 
 both allowed to enter Australia without any difficulty.   
 

 Accompanying them on the ship, was Grace’s husband, Stanley Herbert Young.  They 
 had married in Shekki in December 1927 (more details later).  Stanley held an Australian 
 passport because his father, Percy Puck Sing Young (1865-1942) had successfully applied 
 for naturalisation in 1883 when it was possible to do so.   
 

Florence - she died at an early age in China. 
 

George - he became a successful business man in Sydney. 
 

Marjory - it is believed she passed away at an early age in China. 
 

Mary - she emigrated from China with her husband and family to live in San Francisco, U.S.A.  
 

Christiana - she returned to Australia.  She never married and died in Sydney. 
 

Arthur - he remained in Hong Kong, attended university and enjoyed a successful career as a 
 businessman.   

********** 
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Printed with the compliments of Luke Howarth MP - Federal Member for Petrie.  
 


