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Buck Rogers (Walter Elwyn), in his military slouch hat.  Buck was a 
member of our Group, and also the father of Terry Rogers, one of our 
Sponsors.    Buck’s story is found on pages 4 and 5.   A photo of his wife, 

Marie, as a young woman, is superimposed on his photo.   
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 
Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 
Secretary’s contact email address:  roger.hendey@gmail.com 

 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 

Email: rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  
 

PATRONS:   Mr. Luke Howarth, MP - Federal Member for Petrie 
   Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 
President & Asst. Treasurer   Cheryl Salisbury   3284 3444 

Vice President & Librarian    Penne Taylor  3284 9603 

Treasurer       Eva Costello   3283 3193 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Asst. Secretary     Ted Flack   3885 8678 

Newsletter Editor      Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Newsletter Distribution         Dianne Hendey         3293 0567      

Almoner      Mary Ludlow  3203 8636 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

 

Financial Year:  1st July 2015 to 30th June 2016 

 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:00 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First and last Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st and last Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 
 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged.  

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke Howarth, 

who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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     To our Latest members  

           Carolyn Affleck and May Manuta  

 

 

 1.   Our previous Redcliffe Showgrounds Charity Day (Sunday, 1 Nov 2015) yielded $362.  
 The monies go towards our expenses of rent and insurance etc.  Many thanks to those who 
 assisted me on the roster - Helen Ellis, June Faulkner, Ted Flack, Sam Gill, Roger & Diane 
 Hendey, Bob Kirkwood, Mary Ludlow, Murray Ryan, and Cheryl Salisbury. 
 

2. An Australian Day coffee morning at our Library was a first-time for our members and over 
 thirty people came (including children).  The special Australian theme revolved around a 
 sausage sizzle, and typical Aussie food from meat pies to  lamingtons.    
 
 Games were available for the young ones and, for the 
 “Not So Young”, an Australia-based Trivia tested our 
 brains. This turned out to be a closely-fought tussle which 
 ended in a draw between two of the teams.  A toss of the 
 coin decided the winners.  It was universally agreed that 
 we should do it again next year. So much fun!  
 

   A huge thanks to members, Roger and Diane Hendey 

 who brought the day to fruition and who also provided 
 the prizes.    
 

3. With thanks to the Moreton Bay Regional Council, we 
 received $500 which went towards the purchase of a 
 Lenovo G51 laptop and a mouse.  Not only are a couple 
 of our computers aging but a laptop provides ease of 
 movement  and flexibility to securely store in our locked 
 cupboards. 
 

4. The office of Yvette D’Ath, MP, our local State Member 
 for Redcliffe, kindly printed another batch of our RDFH group flyers.  
 

5. On February 4, our member, Ted Flack, spoke to the 
 Redcliffe Lions Club.    
 
  The audience listened with interest to Ted’s talk which featured several aspects of Redcliffe 
 History and his father’s connections to it.  Time for questions was well and truly used up and 
 our group’s pamphlets were eagerly sought. 
 

6.  The following items were received:      
 
 Moreton Bay Reflections (book) $10  donated by Cheryl Salisbury 
 The Coo-ee March (book)  $20  donated by  Cheryl Salisbury 
 Electoral Atlas Qld. (book)  $50  donated by Sharon Bakewell 

 

********** 

Roger Hendey at our Aussie Day BBQ. 
Excellent job all around!   
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Buck (Walter Elwyn) Rogers (1935 - 2016).     

 

At St. Peter the Fisherman Church, Bramble Bay, a Memorial Service for Buck took place on  
28 January 2016.   Death had come quickly for him some days earlier whilst he was recovering from 
a hip operation.   
 
Not only were Buck’s immediate and extended family and close friends present, but others came to 
pay their respects.  An estimated three hundred people were there.  Dignitaries, such as Members of 
Parliament and Local Government officials, attended as did so many others.  They represented the 
diverse organisations, with whom Buck, in his lifetime, had been associated.   
 
All the church pews were crammed.  Alternate shaded seating had been thoughtfully provided in the 
front yard, but these seats too were rapidly filled until there was standing room only.   
 
Both Buck and Marie were members of our Family History Group. Years ago, Marie had written 
about both their lives and, with her kind permission, some of our previous newsletters have included 
her stories about growing up on the Redcliffe Peninsula.  This article is partially sourced from that 
material.   
 
Walter came from Clontarf, growing up on a farm owned by his parents.  This property was bounded 
by the North Coast Road (now Elizabeth Avenue), Duffield Road and Maine Road, and was slightly 
south of Macdonnell Road.   

  

 The Rogers family travelled to the 
township of Redcliffe by horse and sulky and 
there were always water troughs and hitching 
rails for the horses.   
 
 In those days, very few motor vehicles 
could be seen on the roads, especially when 
World War 2 came.   
 
In 1941, with her parents, Leslie and Nell 

Slaughter and three sibling sisters, Marie (aged 5 yrs) had come to live here in Margate.  The 
Peninsula population then numbered about 2,000 people.  
 
As children, Walter and Marie met at a medical clinic located at the back of  the Council Chambers.       
A lady doctor, Dr. Ballantyne, came on a regular basis from the Brisbane General hospital and both 
families went to the clinic. 
 
Later, all the children attended the same primary school and the two families came to know each 
other very well.   Their mothers helped the war effort by making camouflage nets in the CWA Hall in 
Redcliffe and also helped in a canteen for the soldiers which was on the land (until recently) occupied 
by the Commonwealth Bank in Redcliffe.  
 
Their Secondary Education years were at different high schools but when Walter was seventeen and 
Marie sixteen, they met again and started going out together.   

A 1935 aerial photo of the Clontarf area showing the 
North Coast Road (now Elizabeth Avenue ) - centre 
to bottom of photo going through bushland.  
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Three years later, they were married in St. Mary’s Church in Redcliffe.  Marie wrote that, by the 
time of their marriage, Walter had joined the army and had become known by all as Buck Rogers.   
 
Over the years, Marie and Buck would have four children - Anne, Terry, Paula and Darrell.  Buck 

served in the army for 22 years (1953 to 1975), 
starting first with National Service, and then joining 
the regular army.  As part of the Royal Engineers 
Regiment, he helped build roads in Borneo and had 
two 12-month tours in Vietnam (Transport and 

Construction Squadron) 1968-69 and 1970-71.    
 

Buck also saw service in Malayasia and was 
mentioned in dispatches.  He finished his army 
career with the ranking of Warrant Officer, Class 2.   
 

In his tribute at the service, Lt. General John 

Sanderson AC (one of Buck’s commanding officers) 
supplied some of the above information.   

 The ranks of our Vietnam vets may be 
thinning but there were dozens there with their war 
service medals proudly worn on their chests.   
   
 In addition, Legacy and RSL representatives 
spoke highly of Buck’s selfless work for the RSL 
and the great cause of Legacy (the organisation 
which assists needy Service families). 
 
 
 
 
 He was indeed a dedicated volunteer for 
many organisations and very much respected in the 
Redcliffe community.   

 
 The memorial service also included 
Buck’s choices of songs and hymns, with a 
bugler sounding out the poignant Last Post.  
 
Lastly, a classic 1933 Humber carried Buck’s 
coffin away on his journey to the Redcliffe 
Cemetery where a lone bagpiper accompanied 
a fitting farewell.   
 

 

Vale Buck (Walter Elwyn) Rogers.   

 
 

 

       ********** 

Striding out vigorously, Buck (aged 77) at the 
Redcliffe Anzac Dawn Ceremony in 2012. 

St. Mary-By-the-Sea Church, Redcliffe. 
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Grannie Haskins.Grannie Haskins.Grannie Haskins.Grannie Haskins.    
Notable Identity 

 
 “This is the happy experience of Mrs. Margaret Haskins, who, 

for a long time, has received that endearing appellation of Grannie, 
from nearly everyone in Redcliffe, and has become almost like a title 
of nobility. 
 
 Nearly as interesting as the cottage, in which the Grannie of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” lived, is the home of Grannie Haskins.   
 
 There are flowers of a bygone generation in the tiny garden; 

scented verbenas and geraniums; the latter a delicate pink and brick dust red.  There is a feeling that 
someone still thinks them lovely although fashion has thrust them out of favour with the majority. 
 
Mrs. Haskins said that it was 61 years ago last May since her father, Mr. Patrick Whelan, bought a 

place at Hayes inlet.  
 
Mrs. Haskins, who was then a young girl, remembers that there were only a few scattered houses 
about Redcliffe, and only two dwellings at Scarborough.  She recalls, with a merry twinkle in her 
eyes, some of the pranks in which she and her brothers and sisters used to indulge when they were 
children.   
 
Horses used to be ridden down to the sea without letting their parents know of their escapade and, if 
no bridles were available, the children manufactured substitutes out of bark.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As part of our WWI project, we researched William Haskins, who was one of the WW1 
solders from the Redcliffe area .  As we delved further into his background, we 
discovered that his mother, Margaret Haskins, in her lifetime, had become quite a well-
known local identity.  Here is a précis of a story which was published in the Brisbane 

Courier Mail, 5 December 1924.   It gives us another aspect of life in early Redcliffe.  

An undated photo of  Mrs.  Margaret 
Haskins taken c. 1900. 

An undated photo looking 
from Sandgate (bottom of 
photo) over to the Redcliffe 
Peninsula with the proposed 
bridge and new bitumen roads.  
 
Hays Inlet (mentioned above ) 
is the stretch of water closest 
to the peninsula.  
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Not having any bathing costumes, Mrs. Haskins remarked that, on one occasion, when they had 
stolen away from home, she manufactured costumes out of bran bags by cutting a circular hole in 
the sewed end and slicing off a piece in each side, so that the arms could pass through. 
 

 
 
 
 
 Continuing with the 1924 Interview. 
 
 Mrs. Haskins speaks about the blacks with affection.  
She says that they were docile and kindly, and that her mother, 
Mrs. Whelan, was greatly loved by them.  She has been a 
housekeeper at Amity Point where she became acquainted 
with numbers of aborigines.   
 
 When it was known that she was at Hayes Inlet, they 
came over as a body to visit her, bringing as presents, oysters, 
fish and crabs, as well as dugong oil which they esteemed as a 
cure for rheumatism.  (Note: The distance from Amity Point, 
Nth. Stradbroke, would have been almost 40 kms; a long way  
to come in a small boat.) 

 
Among those blacks, whose names were mentioned by Mrs. Haskins, was Sam who took, as his 

surname, Bell, as he lived at the home of Mrs. Bell, another early settler, with whom the blacks 

were very friendly.  Sam gained considerable fame and a lot of cash by dancing on the pier. 
 
When Sam died, a tombstone was erected over his grave 
in Redcliffe cemetery; the cost being defrayed by public 
subscription.  It is of sandstone and is in the shape of a 
tree stump with notches upon it.  "    
 
 
 

 
 

A TRIBUTE FROM  
WOODY POINT FRIENDS 
TO THE MEMORY OF  

SAMMY BELL 
(BOAMA) 

WHO DIED FEB 2, 1913 
THE LAST OF HIS TRIBE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

********** 

Headstone of Sammy Bell (Boama) 
which reads as follows: 

Editor’s Note:  Grannie Haskins née Whelan was born in Queensland in 1853 and died in 
Redcliffe in 1933 at her residence on the Brisbane Road.   She was aged over 80 years and had 
lived on the Peninsula since she was 10 years old.  She married in 1877 to Thomas Haskins at St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane.  At the time of her death, she was survived by her husband, 
Thomas, and eight of their 10 children.  
 
In a tribute to our early Peninsula settlers, we have streets named Bell, Haskins and Whelan.    

Redcliffe Centenary Celebrations, 1924. 

Mrs. Haskins (aged 71) is seated in the centre with 
her husband, Thomas, to her left.    
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Tragedy in Moreton Bay 

Wednesday, 4 March 1942 

 
 
  

 A “Friendly Fire” accident occurred 
 when the HMAS Tambar (auxiliary 
 minesweeper) was fired upon by Fort 
 Cowan battery;  a major arm of 
 Brisbane’s coastal wartime defence.   
 
 This unfortunate tragedy evolved as 
 follows: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HMAS Tambar was on its routine patrol, steaming in and out of Moreton Bay, and up and down the 
Sunshine coast, checking the sea channels for mines.  It was inbound into the bay when it was 

challenged twice by the Port Cowan War Signal Station by signal lamp then followed up by signal  
flags meaning “stop engines”.   Unfortunately, the ship did not reply to the signal lamps because they 
had gone unnoticed, and then being unfamiliar with the Army’s flag order “to stop engines”, the 
captain went to the radio room to check the relevant 
signal book.   
 
 
 
 
 
While this happening on ship, the Signal Station 
commander contacted the Shore Battery which had 
two 6-inch guns sitting where the shipping channel 
came close to Moreton Island at Cowan Cowan. 
 

He requested that the battery fire a “bring-to-round”, 
adding “Don’t fire too close.  This ship coming in 
looks like the Tambar but she will not answer our 
challenges and she will not obey our order to stop”. 
  
 
Once the captain returned to the bridge, he ordered the 

engine room to stop the engines and to hoist the answering flag.  Barely 15 minutes had passed since 
the first challenge, but his actions were too late.  
 
It seems that, when the Shore Battery sounded the alarm, the gun setter (who had been engaged 
elsewhere) was called back in a hurry.  For whatever reason, he placed no deflection on his gun’s 
direction dial.   
 

When the shore battery No. 1 gun fired the “bring-to-round” shot, it was supposed to pass 2.5 degrees 
left of the ship.   However, it was a direct hit - leaving a trail of destruction, as it passed through 
several rooms and cabins, before leaving the ship and plunging into the water.    

Map of Area.  The black line 
shows the main sea channel. 

HMAS Tambar 
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The ship’s officers and most of the crew 
escaped with their lives (either unscathed or 
with shrapnel wounds) but three did not.   
 

Seaman Archibald Bartsch died on impact.  
Warrant Officer Henry Theeman lost the 
lower part of both legs and would die en route 

to Brisbane.  Stewart Eric Harrison died from 
his wounds that night in Brisbane’s Rosemount 
Hospital. All three seamen were buried two 
days later in Toowong Cemetery.    
 

Aftermath.   It is said that owing to inter-
service rivalry, the army and navy conducted separate enquiries.   The army concluded that the shot 
broke up in flight and only fragments hit the ship.  Given the amount of death and destruction 
wrought by the shot, the navy asserted that the whole round hit under the forward gun platform, 
before smashing its way across the ship and exiting through the starboard side.  
 
The army found that the gun setter “failed to take any action to ascertain whether a deflection had 
been ordered”.  However, the gun setter was not punished in any way because the Army could not 
decide whether this was wilful or culpable negligence, or forgetfulness or inadvertence.    
 
The navy found that the Cowan Port War Signal Station acted correctly in ordering the “bring-to-
round”, in part, because Tambar might have been a disguised Japanese ship.  It divided blame for 
the accident between the army gunners and the ship’s commanding officer “because Tambar did not 
maintain an efficient lookout”.   
 

A Mother’s Sorrow.  Initially, Mrs. Harrison was advised by telegram late Wednesday that her son, 
Eric, was injured but in satisfactory condition.  That telegram did not reach her until late Thursday;  
then three hours later, she received a second telegram advising of his death.   
 
Eric’s two older brothers - Albert (22 years) and Charles (17 yrs) - had served in WW1 and were 
killed in 1918 in France (within a month of each other) and buried there.  She made a heartfelt 
request to attend Eric’s funeral.  She lived in Melbourne but would come to Brisbane for the 
interment.  But it was not to be, Eric was interred in Toowong Cemetery the next day.  
 
Denied a chance to bury her third son to die in his country’s service, the grieving mother apparently 
rejected an official headstone for Eric and provided her own.  His grave is near those of Archibald 
Bartsch and Henry Theeman.  The civilian-style stone reads simply, “Eric Ross Harrison, died  
5th March 1942, erected by loving mother”. 
 

Source:  Nunan, Peter.  “Tragedy in Moreton Bay”.  Wartime: Official Magazine of the Australian 
War Memorial, Issue 34, (Canberra Australian War Memorial, 2006). 
 

 
 
 
 

********** 

Fort Cowan Battery Station with one of the 6 
inch guns.  Photo dated Nov 1943. 

Ed. Note:  This accident happened in March 1942.   A year later, in May 1943, a Japanese submarine 
torpedoed the hospital ship, AHS Centaur just off Moreton Island.   The supposition that Tambar 
might have been a Japanese ship in disguise was reasonable during those dark wartime years.  
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Printed with the compliments of Luke Howarth MP - Federal Member for Petrie. 


