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The First Settlement City The First Settlement City The First Settlement City The First Settlement City     
GazetteGazetteGazetteGazette    

    
The Journal of the  

Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. 

Vale Vale Vale Vale to our long-time Family History Group member, Val Clark, who 

recently passed away.  Val is survived by her husband, Colin, her four 

children and her large extended family.  Val’s background and stories are 

found on pages 4-6.    
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Secretary’s contact email address:  roger.hendey@gmail.com 

 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 

Email: rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  
 

PATRONS:   Mr. Luke Howarth, MP - Federal Member for Petrie 

   Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 
President & Asst. Treasurer    Cheryl Salisbury   3284 3444 

Vice President & Librarian   Penne Taylor  3284 9603 

Treasurer       Eva Costello   3283 3193 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Asst.  Secretary     Ted Flack   3885 8678 

Newsletter Editor      Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Newsletter Distribution         Dianne Hendey            3293 0567 

Almoner      Mary Ludlow  3203 8636 

  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2015 to 30th June 20  2016  

 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $   6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:00 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First and last Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st and last Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 
 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged.  

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke Howarth, 

who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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 Our newest members - (Cousins) Sharen Smith and Kerry Fiske. 
 

1. Our thanks go out to the members who assisted at our Charity Day (Sunday, 1 November) at the 

Redcliffe Showgrounds -  Helen Ellis, June Falkner, Ted Flack, Sam Gill, Diane & Roger Hendey, Bob 

Kirkwood, Mary Ludlow, Murray Ryan, Cheryl Salisbury and myself, Leonne Willis.   

 
 These Charity Day collections form an important part of the funds required for our  admin costs, 

 such as rent and insurance etc. 

  
2. With great pleasure, in October, we welcomed back our UK member, Jenny Brace.   She joined our 

Group a couple of years back and always pops in for a visit whenever she comes to Brisbane.   Jenny 

also brought along her sister, Mari Fleming, for that morning’s visit. 

 

3. We are pleased to acknowledge the following donations: 

 

 Sheila Dockrill.  Stanford Maps and Charts of England and Map of the River Thames.   

 Ted Flack. Books. Genealogical Research Directory Mid 1984; Family History in the Genes;  
  DNA and Family History; Compiling Your Family History; Tracing Your Ancestors in  

  the National Archives; Brampton - the Smith Legacy (story of William Smith); Roots & 

  Branches, Ancestry for  Australians.    

 Cheryl Salisbury. Computer table, laptop cases and office supplies.    
  In Heavenly Garb - Headstones of Ipswich General Cemetery, 2012. 

  Ipswich and District Military Memorials, 2008 

  Moreton Shire Qld - Discovery & Settlement, Bicentennial Project, 1988. 

 Penne Taylor.  Wireless Printer and ink  

 Gordon Tong.  The Genealogy Handbook; Tracing Your Family History.   
 

4.  We have also purchased the following Compact Disks. 
  Cassell’s Gazetter of Great Britain & Ireland 1899-1900.  Essential reference work. 

  Paupers in Workhouses.  Details of workhouse inmates in England & Wales 1856-1861.   

  Old English Social Life as recorded by Parish Registers.  Fascinating source material. 
 

5.  A group of nine (some of our members, along with family and friends), had a very enjoyable day on 

18th October, cruising down 

the Brisbane River from 

Brett’s Wharf.   

 

 The boat passed by most of 

 the Bay islands from Mud 

 Island to Wave Break Island 

 and we completed our voyage 

 at Versace Marina on the Gold 

 Coast.   

  

 

 

6.     Dates to Note.  

   
  Tuesday, 1 December.   Christmas Break-up party at the Scout’s Den. 

  Tuesday, 8 December.  Monthly Meeting. 

  Thursday, 10 December.  Last Research Day for 2015. 

  Thursday, 28 January, 2016.  Library Re-opens for research.   
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Family History as Story Telling.Family History as Story Telling.Family History as Story Telling.Family History as Story Telling.    
 
This was the theme of a talk provided by recent new member, Ted Flack, at our library on Tuesday, 
20th October.  

 

Ted explained how his father had been a great story teller and that, on many occasions, he had talked 

about people and places in the family history.   Some examples - how his great-great-grandfather, 

William Flack, had come to New South Wales as a “a guard-aboard-convict-ship”; how his mother’s 

family is related to Alice Nutter, one of the Lancashire witches, who was hanged in 1612.  Also, 
why his aunt had said that his grandfather was “born in Ireland while his father was serving there in 

the British army”, and many other stories. 

 

His presentation then showed how each of these stories had been explored - not just the family tree 

but the historical events that were the context in which these ancestors had lived.  

 

Ted had brought along to the meeting several family heirlooms that helped bring the stories to life, 

including the original of his great great grandfather’s Royal Commission into the 5th Battalion 

Lancashire Militia in 1875, and signed by Prince George.    

 

 

 

  

 

 The presentation was well received and generated much 

discussion among the members and guests present.  The 

conclusion was that family history is not just dates and place of 

births, deaths and marriages, but understanding the life and 

times of our forebears.   

 

********** 

 

Valeria May Clark (1933 - 2015). 

 

 At the Celebration of Life service for Val Clark, her 

extended family spoke at length about Val.   An extract 

now follows:  

 

Val was born in New South Wales on 2 Aug 1933 and 

adopted by Harry and Lou Warne  During her young years, 

Val’s parents moved around New South Wales with school years spread over Seven Hills, 

Blaxland, Westmead and Toongabbie.     

 

Upon leaving school, Val worked as a  cashier in Parramatta and later in Sydney.  Her 

workmates called her “Pins and Needles” because she was so thin.  One evening at a local 

tennis court, she met her future husband, Colin (Col) Clark; Val was then 16 years of age.  It 

was the beginning of a long and happy relationship and life became really more interesting. 

 

On Colin’s motorbike (which sometimes broke down) they took scenic tours up the north 

coast and into the mountains.  They were tough - going anywhere for a day out and, many 

times, getting caught in the lovely but freezing cold rain.   

 

After 3 years of courtship (seeing each other every night) they married in Toongabbie on 
24 January 1953.   

William Flack (1810 - 1892).   

Undated photo.  
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A great wedding and an even better honeymoon on 

the mid-North Coast (Tuncurry and Forster).    No 
motorbike this time but a loaned 1938 Chev, with a 

camping body, provided the transport.   

 

 

 

 

Married life started in a two-room garage in Seven 

Hills, NSW where their first child, John, was born 
in 1954; ( John’s early death in 2003 would be a 

heartbreak for them).    

 

In 1955, a bigger home in Toongabbie was built and four more children came - Alan, Ann, Keith 

and Sandy.    Val and Colin worked hard, taking on many jobs to maintain the home and bring up 
their children.  Val was good at reminding her children about safety in riding and driving; but what 

about her own escapades.  According to them, one time Val was riding her push bike home, 

without any hands, and she went straight up a large gum tree!  

 

Her interests were varied - a love of books from when she was young (Val read constantly - 

usually romances).   Going to the local picture shows was a must - her favourite was the Western 
genre (Roy Rogers, John Wayne, anyone on a horse).  

 

 

 

 

 

  Gardening.  An activity which gave her much pleasure.  
Val was very partial to green as a colour, particularly “Tree Frog 

Green”.   

 

 10 pin bowling - with her patches and medals attached to 
her red bowling jacket.  She wore her medals with pride. 

  

 After 16 years in Toongabbie, they moved to Queensland; 

first to Aspley (a Brisbane suburb) and then to their final home in 

Clontarf on the Redcliffe Peninsula.   Val always liked being 
active.  In NSW she took up a home delivery service which she 

continued in Queensland.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She delved into ceramics and spent hours creating and firing her work.  Many pieces are still 
around the family home and with family members.   

 

Forster, NSW 

The 1956 The Searchers - One of 

John Wayne’s best movies.  

Part of the Redcliffe Peninsula 

and Sutton’s Beach.  
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Music - another love; especially Elvis Presley.  Val  was a devoted fan - his 
music, movies, collecting memorabilia and playing his songs on her organ.   

 

 

Val was a keen supporter of the Redcliffe 

Peninsula Animal Aide; spending much time with puppy litters; bottle 
feeding and caring for them.   

 

Another side of Val was that she would take in people and look after them - 

opening up her home to her friends’ children, her children’s friends and later 

her children’s friends’ children. Indeed, Val was ‘Mum’ to many and her 

house was home to many.  There was never a dull moment; there was always 

someone there or something happening, and everyone was welcome.    

 

Family was everything to Val and this led her into researching family history 

including her own adoption.  Years before, she made a promise to her parents 

that she would not seek out her birth mother until they had passed ... and she 

kept that promise.   However, when she was able to find her birth mother, she was very excited.  Val felt her 

children were blessed with getting to know another grandmother in the family.  She also continued with her 

research into Colin’s family as he too had been adopted.      

 
Our family history group, the Redcliffe & District Family History Group, was established in 1987 and Val 
was an early and steadfast member.  Though she usually researched through our books, microfiche and 

computer disk records, in time, she bought a computer and learned to “surf the internet”.    

 

Val enjoyed Facebook, following her children and extended family and loved finding their photos.   Her 

daughter, Sandy, would help her out with any computer hiccups.  Actually for many years, Sandy was 
President of our Group and kept it afloat.   

 

The memorial service concluded with these words - Val enjoyed simple pleasures, especially those shared with 

family.  She lived her life to the fullest.  In later years, although not quite as active, she kept up much of her 

interests, especially reading, and even gaining a few new ones.  Colin and Val were happy together and 

supportive of each other.  She touched many people with her kindness and open heart.  Val will always be 

remembered with love and never forgotten. 

 

**********  

  

Harefield ANZAC Centenary Commemorations. 

 

Submitted by member, Roger Hendey.   

 

In two of our previous Newsletters' of 2011/2012, I wrote of 

my family links to Harefield, a small country village in 

England which has powerful emotional ties to Australia 

stemming from the First World War.   

 

Many of the aspects of this fine story I have already told, 

and I would urge you to read these previous articles, but by 

way of a brief background ..... 

 

In 1915, during the “Great War”, an auxiliary hospital for 

wounded ANZAC troops was established in Harefield 

thanks to an incredibly generous offer by an ex-patriot 

Australian couple, Charles and Letitia Billyard-Leake, who  

loaned their manor house to the Australian Government for  

use as a military convalescent home for the duration of the war. 

 
‘Go to our website’s Newsletters page and look for editions numbers 5 and 6.   

http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/newsletters 

Elvis Presley in 1973. 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield 
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By the end of the war, the convalescent home had become an important military hospital in which over 50,000 

troops had been  treated.  Of these, some 98 men had succumbed to their wounds.  Moreover, the horrendous 

Spanish ‘Flu epidemic of 1918 accounted for the deaths of a further 13 soldiers and one nursing sister. 

 

Another generous local benefactor, Sir Francis Newdigate, who also had very close ties to Australia, had foreseen 

that the local cemetery would not be large enough to bear the expected number of war casualties. 

 

Sir Francis gifted part of his land adjoining St. Mary’s Church to extend 
the graveyard.  In addition, he personally bore the expense of each of the 

soldier’s funerals.  In 1921, this special part of the churchyard was 

officially designated a Commonwealth War Grave.  The headstones are 

unique within the Commonwealth Graves Commission sites, as they vary 

from all others and were designed by staff at the hospital. 

 

On ANZAC Day 1918, the first ANZAC memorial service was held in St. 

Mary’s Church.  It was attended by many of the village children who 

placed wild flowers on the soldiers’ graves and, in 1921, the first 

Children’s service was held.  Both traditions have continued without break 

to this day as seen below. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Earlier this year, I was contacted by Nicolas Perugino 
who had read my articles through our website and was 

planning to pay a visit to Harefield this year to coincide with 

the WWI Centenary commemorations.   

 
Nicolas also has strong family ties with Harefield and was anxious to play a part, and to emphasise to the village, 

that Australia is still mindful of and proud of the association.  He kindly offered to keep in touch and let me know 

how things went.   

 

So this year, Nicolas travelled to Harefield with his young daughter, Angelina.  He put a great deal of planning 

and preparation into his trip and even enlisted the help of his local MP.  

 

As a result, on Friday, 24 April this year, Nicolas and Angelina were invited to address Harefield Infant School 

assembly, in the presence of the local Mayor and other dignitaries.   

 

 

 The school hall was decorated with a huge 

mural commemorating the Australia/New Zealand/

Harefield tradition, with poems and paintings done 

by the children. 

 Nicolas spoke to them about what the 

ANZAC tradition means to us and thanked them 

for their wonderful tradition.   

 He presented the head teacher with an 

official plaque on behalf of the Australian people, 

which reads:   

 

Harefield ANZAC headstone 
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With appreciation to Harefield Infant School 
In recognition of your beautiful tradition of your commemorating 

Australian Servicemen and Women on Anzac Day 
lssued on behalf of the Australian nation by 

 

The Hon. Karen Andrews MP 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for lndustry and Science 

Federal member for McPherson 
Presented on the Centenary of ANZAC 

25th April 2O15 

   
 This plaque is now proudly placed by the front door of the school 

where everyone entering will be able to read it. 

 

 The whole school, with the mayor leading them, then marched in a 

long file, with a police escort, through the village to the churchyard where 

they placed flowers on the graves. 

 

 The next day, a full ANZAC ceremony was held with visiting 

representatives and dignitaries from local government, schools, hospitals, 

the armed forces and from the Australian Government.   

 

 Led by a military band, they all marched through the village to the 

church where the ANZAC church service was held.  It was indeed a great 

local occasion with many villagers and visitors turning out to view the 

march and attend the service at the packed church.   

 

 

 

 

 

The following week, Nicolas and his 

daughter again visited the school.  This 

time, it was in the company of a very 

distinguished guest, the Australian 

High Commissioner, the Hon. 

Alexander Downer, who personally 
thanked the children for their enduring 

tradition of  remembrance. 

 

        ********** 

 

Nicolas took great pains to plan and achieve his objectives.  He engaged a professional photographer 

to record these commemorative events by means of many still photographs and a splendid video 

(which can be viewed on YouTube through this link): 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr70QVGzkow 

 

I think he deserves our thanks and recognition for his commitment and enthusiasm in helping 

maintain and further cement the tradition of friendship between the two countries, especially through 

these young schoolchildren.   

 

Other photos from this Centenary Commemoration are shown on the following page. 

 

Nicolas and daughter, Angelina, 

at  Harefield school. 
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**********  

Harefield school - children’s mural. 



10 

 Sponsored by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Printed with the compliments of Luke Howarth MP - Federal Member for Petrie. 


