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“Working the Bush”.   Photo of a bygone era with a huge tree felled by unnamed  

timber cutters.  Former convict, John Hughes worked in this industry for some 
years and his story, carried over from the March edition, is found on pages 4-6. 
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PATRONS:   Mr. Luke Howarth, MP - Federal Member for Petrie 
   Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 
President      Cheryl Salisbury   3284 3444 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer       Eva Costello   3283 3193  

Librarian       Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Newsletter Editor     Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Newsletter Distribution         Dianne Hendey            3293 0567 

Almoner      Mary Ludlow 

Committee Member/Photographer   Robert Kirkwood  3204 0656  

Committee Members    Rick Aindow, Helen Ellis, Rhonda Simpson, and  

        Penne Taylor  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2014 to 30th June 2015 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:00 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First and last Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st and last Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 
 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family 

research.  Copyright remains the property of the submitter. 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke Howarth, 

who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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  Welcome to our New Members Welcome to our New Members Welcome to our New Members Welcome to our New Members ----       Jenny Brace, Edward 

 Brannigan, Murray and Jeanette Ryan, Viv Saunders,  Vina 

 Secombe, Bonnie and Lawrie Simpson, and Lesley Young. 
 

1.  Charity Days at Redcliffe Showgrounds.  16 March - a very good day and the crowds kept coming 
in.  We received $443.    Our next day was more quiet but we still received $315.   All in all, a very good 
outcome for our efforts.  Finally, from our recent day on July 13, we received $282; a total of $1040 for 
the year to date.  These monies are so essential to cover our expenses such as rent, insurance and other 
fixed expenses.  A hearty thanks to all the members who help on these important fund-raising days.    
 
2.   Our Ancestry (world package) continues to be popular and our computers are kept busy. For those 
members who may need assistance in their research, there are always other members who are happy to  
help.  So please come to our Library.   
 

3.  Gentle reminder.  The time has rolled around for the annual renewal of subscriptions.  Payment can 

be cash, cheque, or online.  For a variety of reasons, some members do not actually come in but still 
renew as a measure of their support.  We, of course, are very grateful to those who continue in this way.  
This helps to ensure that our group remains viable.   
 
4.  Annual Open House, Saturday, 29 March.    Our local newspaper, the Redcliffe Herald, ran a 
article for two weeks prior to the actual day.   Twenty-three members assisted with setting up the 
displays, making baked goodies and craft items.  We were visited by eighteen members of the public 
(two joined up) and overall we made $227 on the day. 
 
Our two patrons came, Lady Mayoress, Mrs. Gayle Sutherland and Mr. Luke Howarth, Federal Member 
for Petrie.  They both stayed for a considerable amount of time and chatted to members and visitors.   
 
In addition, we had two special visitors, Mr. David Gibson, celebrated historian and World War I expert 
and Mr Paul Brown, Officer for the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles.  He also brought along items from 
the Gallipoli campaign.   
 
5.   Our Member, Roger Hendey, has provided the following update re our RDFHG World War One 
Family History Project.    
 
Our ambitious project continues to gather pace.  Our team of ten members are now researching 120 
names.     We have secured generous grants. 
 
• from the Moreton Bay Regional Council’s Support Fund, which has enabled us to purchase an 

audio digital voice recorder; and 
 
• from the Queensland Government’s ANZAC Centenary Grants Program, which will enable us to 

conduct an Oral History Training Workshop later this year. 
 
We are still awaiting the result of an application to the Federal ANZAC Centenary Local Grants 
Program which has received support from the local panel and has been forwarded to Canberra for final 
decision.  If successful, we hope to purchase a dedicated computer and printer for our project. 
 
On 28 April, we hosted “A conversation with David Gibson” at our library in the Clontarf Scouts Den.  
This drew an attentive and appreciative audience of over 20 members when he discussed how the First 
World War affected the citizens of Redcliffe and suggested strategies for further research. 
 
At his suggestion, we are organising the official launch of our project at Woody Point Memorial Hall 
which will take place on Armistice Day, 11 November 2014 and which David will host.  We will be 
inviting many VIPs and hope for a good attendance.   
 

Admin Corner and  

Good News Department. 
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Our primary aim is to reach as wide an audience as possible, to help us identify living descendants of 
our “Diggers” whom we hope to interview (the descendants that is) and obtain remembrances, 
photographs and other memorabilia.     
 
6.  We have received the following donations. Our thanks to: 
 
 Member Nev Townsend - 30 Years of Meals on Wheels   Book 
 Member, Cheryl Salisbury - Digging for Diggers    Book 
 Jean Thomas, British Army, Pensioners Abroad, 1772-1899  Book 
   ditto. Tracing Your Scottish Ancestors    Book 
   ditto  My Ancestor was in the British Army    Book 
   ditto  Passengers & Crew in & Out of Sydney. Vol 1, 1830-32 Book 
   ditto                ditto     Vol 1, 1833-35 Book 
   ditto        ditto      Vol 2, 1833-35    Book 
 Member Bob Kirkwood, Salute the Brave.     Book 
   ditto  Australia (The Complete Story).    Book 
   ditto  Explore Australia (The Complete Touring Book)  Book 
 
7.  We have purchased the following: 
 
 Bounty Immigration (NSW) 1828-1842     CD 
 The Redcliffe Cemetery         Book 
 Redcliffe Historical Houses        Book   

**********   
 

John Hughes John Hughes John Hughes John Hughes ---- Convict No. 13214 Convict No. 13214 Convict No. 13214 Convict No. 13214    
    

Picking up John’s story from our March edition, his life now continues:    
 
At John’s trial in 1843, although the jury found him guilty of demolishing a turnpike gate and partial 
destruction of the toll house, they recommended mercy because of his unblemished character.  
Nonetheless, the aged judge sentenced John to 20 years.   Ensuing petitions for mercy sent to Queen 
Victoria met with no success.  These pleas had come across the social divide; from wealthy, titled 
English landowners and from ten of the serving jurymen.     
 
John left England on the convict ship, “London” 12 March 1844 and arrived in Van Diemen’s Land on 
10 July 1844; a relatively short voyage for those years.  His convict chart has recorded much detail; 
from his height of 5ft 6½ inches to two small scars.  We also know from other sources that he was well 
lettered; being able to read and write in English and Welsh.   
 
Several of his letters back to his family in Wales have survived and a précis of those are provided.   
 

 1844.  Dear Father.  I write these few lines to you, possibly the last for ever, because we shall 

begin to cross the deep sea, to a strange land. ........I think we are to go to New South Wales* .. 

I hope you will not make yourselves unhappy about me.  I take my oath before God and I had neither 

gun nor pistol in my possession....  I got four books to amuse myself with. ** ...... Your affectionate son.  

Farewell  John Hughes.  

 
*This did not happen as transportation to NSW ended in 1840, so instead,  John’s ship went directly 
Hobart Town.  **Included in his 4 books, were a prayer book and an encyclopaedia. 
 
Because he was a first offender and considered less-hardened than other convicts, John was deemed a 

class three classification.  He went into a Probation Gang, assigned to carrying out public works on 
Maria Island, off the colony’s East Coast.   
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After two years on Maria Island, with a 
praiseworthy conduct mention and only 
some minor infractions, John was 
released from there.   
 
He received a Probation Pass and became 
available for hire to the settlers.  
Sustained good conduct would eventually 
led to a ticket-of-leave or even a pardon.   

 
 During his time on Maria Island,  John wrote to his family thus: 
 

 “This is briefly to acknowledge my love to you ....I was transferred to Mariah Island (July 

1844) and am happy to tell you things turned out better than I expected........I wish to give you an 

idea of the country I am in.  Summer and Winter seem to shake hands together; the scenery here is 

delightful... The only difference between Winter at home and here is that the trees lose their bark 

instead of their leaves.”     

 

 John lists the names of the birds and also the variety of animals - kangaroo, opossum etc. to 

name a few mentioned in his letter.     He ended with   “Your affectionate son, John Hughes”.  
 
From records, we know he was initially assigned to work at Bothwell, on the Clyde River.  Here he 
continued with his labouring work and his classification meant that he was allowed to receive all his 
wages, unlike others.  In Feb 1853, John received his ticket-of-leave which now enabled him to work 
for himself.   It was mandatory that he present himself twice a year for muster and did not change his 
address nor leave Van Diemen’s Land without informing the authorities.   Ed. note:   In 1856, 

Tasmania was declared the new name for the colony.    
 
 John’s record (Aug 1853) mentions work at Bridgewater, possibly in connection with the 
bridge and road works.   It is not clear why his ticket-of-leave was revoked in May 1854 but it was 
restored.  Finally, he was granted a Conditional Pardon in Aug 1855.   

 

 Subsequently, he stayed out of 
trouble until he was fully pardoned on 
19 May 1857; six ½ years before the 
end of his original sentence.  He was 
now aged 38 years.   
 
 In 1864, in King’s Forest 
Church, Circular Head (NW 
Tasmania), at age 45,  John married 
Theresa Maria Gray.  The 

certificate records her age as 24.  No record has been found of Theresa’s birth or death.   

 
Also two of his letters from 1864 have been preserved by his family.   From Duck River, Circular 
Head, John wrote his family while he was recovering from a recent accident.  He had severely cut his 
toe when he was working on a log.   

Bridgewater area near 
Hobart. 

Maria Island (now a National Park) 
and the restored convict 
Commissariat Store.      
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 “...I bound it, first closing the piece and putting wet tobacco on it......There is but little 

nottice (sic) here amongst squarers of cutting the feet.....The hundreds of thousands of feet of 

Blackwood I have squared this is the first time.”   

 
Evidently, prior to this, there had been many narrow escapes.  John had become a “squarer” 
that year which meant that, with an axe or broadaxe, he squared a log by removing the 
unwanted outside wood.  Then, he gradually squared the sides until they were smooth-hewn.  
Square logs were easier than round logs to store and transport.   
 

Theresa and John would have two children.    A son, William Morgan, born 20 May 1860, 
in Circular Head and who died in Castlemaine, Victoria in 1933.   
 

A daughter,  Lydia Therese, born on 23 January 1868, in Horton, Tasmania.  She died in 
1948 and is interred in Penguin (formerly a major timber town) on the NW coast of 
Tasmania.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By 1889, in Waratah, he is now living with his 
daughter, with whom he would stay until his 
death. 
 

The family has a letter written in 1890. He 
speaks of his previous work, working as an 
overseer for 14 years on an estate and, in 
particular, talks of his past transgressions.      

 

The letter reveals that he has become a fervent 
Christian and regrets his wild ways.  The 
previous day he had walked 10 miles to worship.   
 
He writes also that where he lives has a fine climate, growing many potatoes.   The wages 
are good and the minerals (tin and silver) make it rich.  Ordinary labourers can earn 9 
shillings per day.    
 
He tries to persuade others in his Welsh family to come over and, in conclusion, ends his 
letter with “..my Christian Peace to all that love the Lord Jesus Christ; and to you hoping 
that you will follow on to know the Lord if you have not heard of him you are in a sad place 

(beware)” .     John Hughes. 
 
At the age of 86 years, John Hughes left this world at peace with his maker.   

 

Sources:  Personal papers, Ancestry.com and Wikipedia.   
 

********** 

John Hughes with his young 
children, Lydia and William. 
The photo is undated but may be 
c. 1880.  John would be 59 yrs 
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This article is about my Great-Great Grand Mother Jane Gillis (formerly Bridgeman) née 

Eyles - her background, her life in England, New Zealand and later in Australia.    
     Leonne Willis, Member and Editor of our RDFHG newsletter. 
 
Jane was born in 1825 in Lasham, Hampshire.  She was the sixth child and fourth daughter of 

Daniel and Jane Eyles née Primmer.   From records, we know that, prior to moving to 
Lasham, her family’s line had been living in the area surrounding East Meon, Hampshire for 
about 200 years,   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, in centuries past,  her forebears 
had been very wealthy; possessing 
titles and property in diverse English 
counties.   
 
However, after the late 16th century,  
the life of the families would be quite 
different.     
 
We know that the times had become very hard for Jane’s parents because they are listed in the 
1832 Schedule of Poor People in Lasham Parish.  To be eligible for this assistance, they must 
have been extremely poor.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Around 1840, information was circulating in rural villages about the New Zealand Company. 

Along with free passage, a minimum wage of twenty-eight shillings per week was guaranteed;  
much more that what was offered in England.    
 

Company documents exist that show that Daniel Eyles, his son-in-law Thomas Cresswell and 
a neighbour John Holdaway (along with their families) chose to leave England.  They 
preferred hardships and uncertainties in a new land called New Zealand to continuing in such 
dire poverty in England.  Daniel is listed as a woodcutter; age 44 ( he was actually 51 years).   
His daughter, my great-great grandmother, Jane, was 16 years.    
 

The strenuous journey to Nelson, South Island, on the “Mary Ann” took almost five months 
(Sep 1841 to Feb 1842) and there is much information from Company papers.    There were 

174 emigrants; families had to provide their own baggage, tools, clothing, and for their own 
living on landing.     

East Meon with its 11th 
century Norman Church. 

The late 18th century had seen the onset of the “Agrarian Revolution” which changed 
forever the face of agriculture.  Certain Acts of Parliament closed off common lands which 
people had used for centuries for foraging, for food and fuel.   
 
The invention of agricultural machinery would cause riots over England; particularly 
against the threshing machines which deprived labourers of their main source of wages.  
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Documents detail the food and daily rations.  The Company provided good provisions and a 
surgeon, Doctor Cook.  He earned a bonus for every passenger who disembarked.  In addition, 

he received one pound for every live birth but every death cost him one pound.   
 
Unfortunately, as it was with all voyages in those times, there were deaths - among the men, 

women and children.     Ezra Eyles (aged two and the youngest of the Eyles family) died of 
seasickness.   Mary Holdaway gave birth to a son, Charles.  The baby would die shortly 
afterwards in Nelson. Thomas Cresswell contracted typhoid fever and died just before 
disembarking.   He became the first white man to be buried in Nelson.   
 

During the first few months, at age 45, Jane Eyles (Daniel’s wife) died as did her friend, Mary 

Holdaway (31 yrs). The hardships of the long sea journey and the rough living in the 
settlement proved too much for them.   
 
Jane Eyles lies in an unmarked grave in Hallowell 
Cemetery.  It is a lovely spot overlooking the town of 
Nelson.  The name of  Jane Eyles née Primmer can be 
found on the Memorial Plaque for the Early Pioneers  
Of Nelson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The early years of the raw settlement are well 
documented.  The emigrants first lived in their rough  
huts made of local materials and were far from being 
weatherproof.   They also had to fight off large wild rats.   
 
On record, is a letter from the Chief Surveyor.    “We are overrun with rats.  They  have no 

timidity.  Although they are killed in great numbers, there is no sensible diminution”.  He 
continued that “every colonist should bring out some good strong terrier dogs and some round 
wire traps”.   

 
Cooking was done by the women outside.  Glowing coals were placed into a shallow hole.  
Then, into this, went a camp oven with hot ashes on top.  Bread, roasts, stews were so cooked.  
Laundry was hard labour - first, water from a well or stream and heated up in pots over an open 
fire, followed up with the scrubbing, washing and rinsing of clothes for their large families.  In 
addition to this, of course, was taking care of the children and other household duties.   For the 
women, their lot was exhausting.   
 
Daniel Eyles and John Holdaway were tall, powerfully-built men who adapted well to the 
pioneering life - working hard in the clearing work and surveying of the area.  Widower John 
Holdaway would marry the widow Amelia Cresswell née Eyles (Daniel’s daughter).  Eleven 
children would come out of this marriage.  Eventually, both families prospered.   
 
The climate was temperate and there was fertile river land to be successfully farmed - grains, 
potatoes, cattle, pigs and sheep - and always a surplus for sale to the growing Nelson area 
population.   

Hallowell Cemetery 
Plaque, Nelson, N.Z.  
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For my great-great grandmother, Jane, the first year would have been hard - the loss of her 
mother and other relatives and the uncertainty of the town’s future.    Barely a year after her 
arrival, at the age of eighteen, she married a fellow-Englishman, Thomas Bridgeman, a 
widower twice her age.   
 
In April 1843, this marriage took place in a basically-built Methodist church which was duly 
replaced in 1890 (my photo seen here). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Their first-born child, Rebekah, would be born the next year.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After initial farming attempts in the Nelson area, Thomas sailed for Australia in 1845.  He  
considered that this country would have “better prospects”.   The voyage took two weeks. 
 
Now heavily-pregnant with their second child, Jane, followed a few months later in the 
schooner “Comet”.    Would Australia hold “better prospects” for this family?   The 
conclusion of Jane’s story will be told in our November, 2014 newsletter.      

 

Sources:  Personal papers, church records and Nelson, N.Z. historical society. 
********** 

Nelson, N.Z.    Eyles-
Bridgeman marriage. 

Baptismal Entry. 
Rebekah, child of 
Thomas Bridgeman and 
Jane  née Eyles. 
Born 1 Feb 1844 
Bapt.  31 March 1844. 
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Printed with the compliments of Luke Howarth MP - Federal Member for Petrie. 


