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Western Queensland Wedding, 1910.   
 
L to R.  Charles Edwin Knowles, Sarah Anne Knowles née White (bride’s parents), Grace 
Aisthorpe (bridesmaid and groom’s niece), Frederick Charles Rayner (groom), Edith Eleanor 
Knowles (bride), John White Knowles (bride’s brother), Mary Ann Rayner née Wyman 

and Benjamin Rayner (groom’s parents). 
 
Our member, Penne Taylor, who is the great-granddaughter of Benjamin and Mary Ann 

Rayner has provided information on the life and times of Benjamin Rayner.  His story is 
found on pages 5 - 7.  
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 
Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 
Secretary’s contact email address:  roger.hendey@gmail.com 

 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 

Email: rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  
 

PATRONS:   Mr. Luke Howarth, MP - Federal Member for Petrie 
   Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 
President      Cheryl Salisbury   3284 3444 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer       Eva Costello   3283 3193  

Librarian       Casandra Macintosh   

Newsletter Editor     Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Newsletter Distribution         Dianne Hendey             

Almoner      Mary Ludlow 

Committee Member/Photographer   Robert Kirkwood  3204 0656  

Committee Members    Rick Aindow, Rhonda Simpson, and Penne Taylor  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014 

 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:00 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First and last Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st and last Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

  
 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family 

research.  Copyright remains the property of the submitter. 

    

  

 
We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke Howarth, 

who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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    WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME to our new member,to our new member,to our new member,to our new member,            
        Beverly RennieBeverly RennieBeverly RennieBeverly Rennie 

 

1.  Charity Day, 5 January, 2014.  Although traders were scarce because of the holiday season and 
visitor numbers to the markets reduced, we are pleased to advise that we received $200 for our efforts.    
 
2.  Our Library Days continue to be well-attended; particularly by some new members.  We have 
renewed our subscription to Ancestry.com (world package).    This has become a very popular part of 
what we can offer to our members.   
 
3.  Just one or two more people are needed for the Library Roster.  If you can assist in this way, please 
contact Cheryl Salisbury, 3284 3444.   It would be very much appreciated.    

 
4. Our Library has received the following equipment and donations.  Our appreciation and thanks to: 
 
Former member, Frank O’Gorman.  A microfiche reader.   
 
Member, Nev Townsend - A Tale of Two Bridges - Official Opening of the Hornibrook Highway, 
Redcliffe 160 years (1979); two newspapers (souvenir editions) of the Redcliffe Herald 1934-2004 and 
2008 and a photograph of a heritage building on Victoria Avenue.   
 
Member, Gordon Tong - Tracing Your Family History in Australia, 1985.    
 
5.  The World War I Project continues moving forward.  PLEASE NOTE  By necessity, the 

proforma has been revised.  Those members assisting with this project should contact Cheryl 

Salisbury (3284 3444) or Penne Taylor (3284 9603) re the new requirements.   Also a copy of the 
final spreadsheet is now available.     
 
6.  Gentle Reminder.  Our annual Open House is on Saturday, 29 March 2014, 10 am to 3 pm.       
Please note it in your diary.  Your assistance and display contributions will be much needed, and please 
come on the day if you can.  If you can assist in any way, please contact Cheryl Salisbury (3284 3444) 
or Roger Hendey (3293 0567).   
 
7.  For sale at our Library, we have books of selected poems signed by author Jean Gillespie,  
“Frost to Frangipani” with free postcard.  Price $8 plus $2 postage.   
 
8.  Research Assistance. 

 
 
In October 2011, we had a 
visitor from the UK, Jenny 

Brace, who was seeking 
assistance in finding long-lost 
relatives here in Australia.  
 
 
 
 
What ensued from that  
visit follows on the next  
page.   
 
 
 

Admin Corner and  

Good News Department 

24 Oct 2013.  At the Redcliffe & District Family History Library.  
L to R.  Leonne Willis, Jenny Brace and Dianne Hendey. 
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An email (2 Jan 2014) from our UK Visitor, Jenny Brace (on behalf of her husband, Roger). 
 
“We knew that Roger’s uncle Ernie Buxton (Roger’s mother’s brother) had emigrated with his wife and 2 
young daughters to Sydney in 1952.  Ernie had enjoyed warmth and sunshine while posted abroad during 
the war and the thought of being in the cold North East of England didn’t appeal.  So a new life as a £10 
Pom beckoned.   
 
As a family we knew that he hadn’t ever returned permanently to the UK and would now be deceased but 
we did not know what happened to the 2 young girls who we assumed had married and changed their 
names.   
 
Roger had last seen his cousins when he was aged 9 and they were 4 and 6, and as happens in families  
60 years had now passed! 
 
While we were on holiday in Scarborough (Queensland) we saw the Redcliffe Family History group 
leaflet and came along one morning to ask about finding relatives.  Leonne and Di suggested websites and 
gave me their email address. 
 
Time moved on and eventually I did my research and was able to trace some of the family still in Sydney 
right up to 1980 but still no sign of the 2 daughters.  Then we realised that in our attic, we still had 
Roger’s mother’s old address book from the 1980’s.  It confirmed the address I had found for Uncle Ernie 
in 1980 but crucially gave a married surname for Pat, the younger daughter - a surname no-one in the 
family had ever come across before. 
 
I tried the research again but couldn’t find any record of Pat.  I phoned some random people in NSW who 
had the same surname but she was not part of their family.  I felt so frustrated because I felt she was still 
alive, but Roger was now 70 years old and she would be about 66.  Time marches on. 
 

I even tried ‘googling’ her name on the internet.  
 
Then something unexpected happened.  The name was there belonging to someone in Sydney of 
the correct-age range but I didn’t know if it was the ‘Pat’ we were looking for.  Also there were 
no recent contact details.  So back to Leonne and Di again for advice about how to look for 
people still alive (understanding that there are privacy issues).  Leonne found the same 
information as I had found, but with one interesting additional item - a public body which Pat 
had been on in 2008 before retirement.  One person was still on this public body in 2013 who 
had been on it in 2008.  My email was passed on to Pat through a 3rd person.  I can’t describe 
the pleasure when I opened an email the following day which began “What a lovely surprise, you 
found me”. 
 
Since then Roger and I have been back to Australia and have stayed with Pat, done lots of family 
catching up ...... well 60 years worth, met her older sister who is also still alive and shared news 
of children and grandchildren.  All this largely due to the Redcliffe Family History Group and Di 
and Leonne to whom we owe a huge debt of gratitude. 
 
So what next?  Well Pat has given me more family details from her mother’s family here in 
England and as the winter is settling in here, what else would I do but get back onto my family 
research.  I’m hoping to be back in Queensland in July and I hope to see you all again then. 

Jenny Brace.” 
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The Life and Times of Benjamin Rayner 

1838 - 1917 
 

From material submitted by Great-Granddaughter Penne Taylor. 

 
Born at Ellesborough, near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, England on 14 November 1838, 
Benjamin ran away from home and, with a companion, enlisted in the Royal Bucks 
Yeomanry Regiment before their parents knew of their whereabouts.  He was aged 16 years.   
 
Ben’s regiment was detailed for garrison duty in the Tower of London.  On sentry duty, one 
night an officer attempted to pass without giving the password, and offered Ben a bribe to 
allow him to pass;  however, he stood the officer off at the point of the bayonet.  It was a test.  
Ben, who proved his mettle by refusing a bribe, was promoted; those sentries, who had not, 
went off to prison for several weeks.   
 
This was during the Crimean War (1853-1856) which Russia lost to an alliance including 
France and England.  Ben’s regiment was due to embark for the Crimean Peninsula when 
peace was declared.  During his furlough, in a letter to the army authorities, he advised that 
“he was going to cross the herring pond (Atlantic Ocean) and if they wanted him they would 
have to fetch him”.  So began a life in Australia full of adventures, hardships and finally 
peace and prosperity.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After arriving 9 August 1857 into Moreton Bay, Queensland, on the sailing ship, “Mary 
Pleasants”, Ben quickly went by boat up the Brisbane River to nearby Ipswich where he had 
friends.  He joined them in building a bridge over the Bremer River and also the first two-
storey hotel, “The Sovereign” in Little Ipswich.  He was now 19 years of age.   
 
Ben’s building skills would serve him well over the coming years - building and fencing. 
Another effort was participating in a sheep drive from Dulacca (Darling Downs, Qld.) all the 
way down to Edwards River (part of the Murray River system) and close to the border of 
NSW and Victoria.    

Queen Street (the main street of Brisbane) c. 1860.    
The immigrants would have walked this road.  
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They managed to deliver the mob with very few short, and Ben then worked at the station - 
mainly engaged in building.  After 2 weeks, and almost drowning in the Edwards (then in full 
flood) Ben decided to return to Ipswich; first by boat to Sydney, another to Brisbane and then 
another to Ipswich.   
 
His next endeavour was being part of an overland cattle drive, under Mr Richard Spencer, 
from Fassifern (Ipswich region) to Denison Creek in North Queensland (about 80 kms south-
west of the modern town of Mackay).  His party were the first to cross Connor’s Range, a most 
difficult climb, but the tableland at the summit was profusely grassed and supplied with a clear 
spring of water.   
 
The drovers went on until they reached Retreat station on the western side of the coastal range.  
Ben and a mate then built a house for the manager (Mr. Spencer) and huts for the men.  The 
station ran short of some items such flour, tea and sugar; instead they supplemented their diet 
with breadfruit (which can be used as a substitute for flour), yams, native figs and fish.  After 
living thus for seventeen weeks, Ben and others camped alongside the water where the town of 
Mackay now stands.   They continued their building work and Ben also took up some land.   
 
Leaving the Mackay area, Ben and his mate, Jack Willis, rode down the troubled coast; 
running short of clothes and improvising by cutting up blankets, sewing them together with 
kangaroo sinews and pieces of wood for boots.  Without hairbrush or comb, their hair and 
beards became matted, and they looked like a pair of Robinson Crusoes.    
 
For a time, Ben then took on a job of piloting local creek boats which carried supplies to 
settlers.  He then travelled by a coastal boat to Rockhampton where he cashed in his wages 
cheque and, finally, was back by boat in Ipswich on 3rd January 1863.  He was now aged 24 
years.    
 

Records show that the following month Ben married Mary Ann Wyman in Ipswich.  His 
bride was aged 19 years and had 
arrived in Moreton Bay in June1856 
on the “Persia”.   
 
As a young girl of 12 years, Mary  
had emigrated with her family from 
Middlesex, UK.  They settled in 
the Ipswich area.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ben and Mary would initially stay  
in this region before moving further 
west to Roma and Muckadilla.    
 
 

Ben and Mary Rayner in 
their later years.  Photo is 
undated.   
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 Ben and Mary went on to celebrate 
 their Golden Wedding anniversary (50 
 years) in 1903 and at the time of his death 
 in 1917, they had 4 sons, 5 daughters and 
 54 grandchildren.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information from Ben Rayner’s years after 

marriage will be amplified in our July newsletter.   
 

********** 

 

The Rebecca RiotsThe Rebecca RiotsThe Rebecca RiotsThe Rebecca Riots    
John Hughes John Hughes John Hughes John Hughes ----    Convict No. 13214Convict No. 13214Convict No. 13214Convict No. 13214    

 
From material submitted by one of our members on behalf of her husband. 

    
John Hughes was born in 1819 on a 
farm in Llannon Parish, 
Carmarthenshire, South Wales..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the age of  25 years, John found himself convicted of  “demolishing a house”, sentenced to  
20 years and transported on the convict ship, “London” to the penal colony of Van Diemen’s 
Land (Tasmania).  How did this young Welshman come to be a convicted felon?  For the 
answer, one has to go back many years.     
 
Civil unrest had been simmering in rural parts of South Wales from the late 18th century and 
early 19th centuries related to the poor conditions of the tenant farmers and working men.  
Food shortages and high prices had led to violent protests in the early 1800’s.   Threatening 
letters were sent to their upper-class landlords whose homes had sometimes been attacked.    
 

Two of Ben and Mary’s granddaughters.  
L. Eliza Jane (b. 1870) and R. Lillian (b.1874). 
 
Eliza Jane was the grandmother of our member, 
Penne Taylor.   

Old photo of John Hughes’s 
home.  It still exists today and  
has been slightly modernised 
and painted white.  



8 

John Hughes, the oldest of seven children, had been born into difficult times for small 
farmers.  New laws were being enacted.  Land that had been open for use and grazing was now 
being enclosed and sold to landowners.  Laws passed in the 1830’s caused more misery and 
resentment.   Most of the large landowners were English.  
 
Apart from the increasing higher rents on their dwellings and farms, the Welsh farmers had to 

pay a tithe, which was a tenth of all they earned, to the Church of England.  Yet, the majority 
attended simple Nonconformist chapels.   In the past, they could pay with livestock or part of 
their crops, but a new law in 1836 mandated that this tithe had to be in cash.  This was an extra 
cause for misery and resentment.  A major grievance also was as follows. 
 

The Turnpikes and Tolls.   Roads were in poor condition because private companies who had 
built the roads were supposed to maintain them but were reluctant to do so out of their own 
money.  So they set up toll gates.  The manner of levying became another cause of anger.  The 
carriages of the wealthy passed free, because they were “gentlemen”.  The farmers with their 
broad-wheeled carts paid a hefty sum, because the tax was based on the width of the wheels.    
 

The Rebecca Riots. 

 

The winter of  1839-40 was very severe 
and a poor harvest followed.  Starvation 
prevailed in the land.  Anger mounted as 
taxes, levies and tithes increased and  
additional toll gates were built.   
 
 
 
 
 

Against this backdrop of misery and anger, an organisation rose up called the “Rebecca 

Movement”.  Based on scripture from Genesis 24:60, their members spread the word that they 
should “possess the gates of their enemies”.    
 
The main reason for choosing the toll gates as targets was that the booths and gates were 
tangible representations of the system they so despised.  Calling themselves, Daughters of 
Rebecca”, they would blacken their faces and wear women’s clothes which served to hide their 
identity.  At night, they massed together and started destroying the toll gates.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Finally, the Government began 
to take matters seriously and they sent 
the Dragoons and other regiments into 
Wales but the riots continued 
unabated.   
 
 

Preserved from those times, an original 
tollhouse from Aberystwyth  

Demolishing the gates.  Men 
dressed in women’s clothes from 
Illustrated London News 1843.   
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By now, unrest had spread to industrial workers and the violence was spreading to other 

targets.  A huge protest meeting, now called the Great Rebecca Meeting, was organised and 
attended by some 3,000 people.  John Hughes would have been one of them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two weeks after this meeting, John Hughes led the Rebeccaites to destroy the toll gate at  

Pontarddulais.   See the marker below.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shortly after midnight, well over 100 Daughters  
of Rebecca, all of them disguised, arrived and 
destroyed the gate.   
 
However, the authorities had been warned about 
the attack and policemen and soldiers were waiting 
for them.  In the ensuing melee, shots were fired 
and some of the rioters were injured.   
 
In total, seven people were arrested, including a wounded John Hughes, who had vigorously 
resisted capture but to no avail.  On 26 October 1843 they were tried at Cardiff Assizes.  John 
Hughes, being one of the leaders of the attack, was sentenced to 20 years transportation and 
the others with lesser sentences.   
 

The End of the Riots.  Out of these riots, a Commission of Enquiry was set up.  It made many 
recommendations for reforms to the unfair systems; most were passed into law in 1844.  
 
John Hughes would live out his life in Tasmania.  His convict years and those, as a free man, 

will appear in our July newsletter.   
 
Sources:  1) Personal papers and 2) Wikipedia.   
 

********** 

The stone marker reads - The Pontarddulais 
Toll-gate was destroyed on the 6th September 
1843 by the Daughters of Rebecca  led by 
John Hughes (Jac Tỳ-isha). 

Commemorative stone marker 
of the Great Rebecca Meeting 
on 25 August 1843.   
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The Redcliffe & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the following 

local firms who give us their generous support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Printed with the compliments of Luke Howarth MP - Federal Member for Petrie. 


