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The Statue of the Man from Snowy River at Corryong, Victoria. 

 

Who was the Man from Snowy River?  There are several schools of thought 

regarding his identity.  One of our members, Lorraine Henderson née Diversi 

has a very specific idea and that story starts on page 5.  
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311- REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr  Maine Road & Isobel Street, 

Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontar f MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Secretary’s contact email address:  roger .hendey@gmail.com  

 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 

Email: rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  

 

 PATRON:  Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 
President      Cheryl Salisbury   3284 3444 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer       Eva Costello   3283 3193  

Librarian       Casandra Macintosh   

Newsletter Editor     Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Newsletter Distribution          Dianne Hendey             

Almoner      Mary Ludlow 

Committee Member/Photographer   Robert Kirkwood  3204 0656  

Committee Members    Rick Aindow, Rhonda Simpson, and Penne Taylor  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:30 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 
 

 

We thank the Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke Howarth, for his gracious support and 

also his office staff who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 

https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home
mailto:rdfhg2012@gmail.com
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Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. 

does not hold itself responsible for the opinions expressed or 

statements made by the contributors of articles published in this 

newsletter.  Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History 

organisations have permission to reprint items from this newsletter, providing that the source is 

acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family research.  Copyright remains the property of the 

submitter. 

    

           
 

1,  Charity Day, 8 Sep.  With pleasure, we repor t that we received $280 for this day and many 

thanks to our volunteers.  Also, Kippa Ring Lions have offered us again the opportunity for inclusion 

in their 2014 Charity Days calendar for Sundays at the Redcliffe Showgrounds markets.  These days 

form a large part of our fund-raising efforts to cover our administration costs such as rent, insurance 

etc.   Some stalwart members regularly put up their hands for the roster but additional volunteers 

would help immensely.   

 

2ndly. Appreciation goes out to our  member , Jackie Byrne, who represented us recently at the 

launch of the National Family History Month.  Her feedback to us was most interesting and 

informative.  Jackie advised that, possibly, we were the only Family History Society to be 

represented at the seminar.  Well done, Jackie!  
 

3rdly.  Our  Library Days continue to be well-attended; particularly by some new members. 

 

4thly.  Just a few more people are needed for  the Library Roster .  If you can assist in this way, 

please contact Cheryl Salisbury, 3284 3444. It would be very much appreciated.    

 
5thly. Our  Library continues to receive fiscal donations, as well as the following donated books:  

 

 - Going to the Gums, the Lazaret on Peel Island (2009) 

 - Characters, Coves and Cliffs, John Pearn (1995) 

 - Precious Memories - A Photographic History of the Nambucca Shire, David Dunne (2001) 

 - The Coochiemudlo Island Heritage, Edward Field Jones (1997) 

 

6thly   New Library Additions.  Qld Trades Director ies for  1866-1870 and 1886-1890.  

  

7thly.  The World War I Project is moving forward.  The subcommittee met and selected a 

template for use in compiling the relevant information.   

 

8thly.   Gentle Reminder.  Our  annual Coffee Morning before the Christmas Break-up will be 

held in the Library at 10 a.m. 

Thursday. 5 December 2013.   

Please come if you can.   

 

9thly.  Several members attended 

a seminar, Murder at the Archives, 

which was presented at the 

Strathpine Library by Qld State 

Archives.   It was a very 

illuminating talk which explored the 

Admin Corner and  

Good News Department 

L to R Leonne Willis, Cheryl 

Salisbury, Mary Ludlow and 

Dianne Hendey.  Sep 2013.  
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From Member Jim Sewell. 

 

I had been looking for my grandmother, Agnes Dobie Woods, for thirty years and had no luck in finding 

her.  This year, I came to the Redcliffe & District Family History Group, and with the help of Cheryl 

Salisbury, one of our members, Agnes’s records were found in literally 5 to 10 minutes!  It was just a 

wonderful moment for me.   The findings were as follows: 

 

1.   Cemetery record and date of her death - through Australian Cemeteries Index (Internet) under 

Agnes Dobbie Woods.    

 

2. After this, found her death on Qld BDM Index (Ancestry.com) and got certificate from Redcliffe 

courthouse. 

 

3.       Later, found out information of father. 

 a)  found out who his parents were from Qld BDM index. 

 b)  found more info on his death (Internet) 

 c)  got his certificate from Redcliffe courthouse. 

 

From other information here at our Library, I learned that Agnes had a daughter who only lived for 12  

days (Australian Cemeteries Index - Internet).  Also, found out about the history of the cemetery where 

mother and daughter were buried - Dagworth Hotel cemetery.  

********** 
 

From Member Cheryl Salisbury. 

MISSING 

 

After finding the record that my great-grandmother, Ellen, gave birth in 1887 to my grandfather, George, 

I could find no other records about her.  Though I searched along many false trails for several years, she 

was not to be found anywhere. 

 

One morning exploring the Family History Research library, I came across the Police Gazettes. With 

curiosity getting the better of me, I decided to explore them by entering in some family names. 

 

 EUREKA! 

 

Ellen’s name appeared.  No, not on any charge, but as a missing person.  She was described in a 1887 

article as: 

 

 ‘Missing:  5 feet 6 inches tall, fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes and a turned-up nose.’ 

 

A later article stated that she’d returned home to Redcliffe.  At last I know something about my elusive 

great-grandmother.   Persistence pays off! 

 

********** 

Notice to our Members.  Because of changes to Legislation, the Australian Taxation Office 

has advised that we are now longer classified as a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR).  This 

means that donations to our Group cannot be claimed against tax.    We will be investigating if 

there is another avenue that might be available.   More later........ 
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Can you help?   To date, our  member , Nev Townsend, has tr ied unsuccessfully to locate when his 

ancestor, Ellen Robinson, came to Australia and on what ship.  We don’t believe she swam!   Some 

known facts, Ellen was born in Ireland, but her actual birth year is uncertain. Calculations from different 

records indicate that it could be 1855 or Feb 1857. 

 

On 29 March 1877, Ellen married James Townsend in Brisbane and it took place at a private home in 

Kennigo Street, Spring Hill, Brisbane.  The ceremony was carried out according to the Rites of the 

Particular Baptist Church and the officiating officer (minister) was John Kingsford.  It is believed that 

the couple stayed in the Brisbane area before moving to Bundaberg in 1891.  Ellen’s death certificate 

records that she died on 1 April 1914 and that she had been forty years in Australia.    

 

If any one can shed light on Ellen Robinson’s arrival or has any other information, please 

contact Nev Townsend (07) 3284 0941 or email:  nev.elva@bigpond.com.    Many thanks for 

your assistance.   

 

********** 

 

The Man from Snowy River 

 

This poem by Australian bush poet, Andrew “Banjo” Paterson was first published in 1890.  It 

tells the story of a horseback pursuit to recapture the colt of a prize-winning racehorse that 

escaped from its paddock and is living with the brumbies (wild horses) of the mountains.   

 

 

 

 

In the chase, brumbies tear down a 

seemingly impassable steep slope.   None 

of the riders wants to continue, except the 

hero of the poem, the man from Snowy 

River, who successfully catches up with the 

mob and brings them back to the 

homestead.   

 

I imagine we have all heard of this story.  It 

is Australian as you can get and has been 

described as being an essential part of 

Australia’s heritage.   

 

Banjo’s poems have been added to the 

school curriculum, and there have been a 

TV series, a movie, and music.  Also an 

annual Bush Festival, held at Corryong, 

Victoria,  celebrates the tough horsemen of the Snowy Mountains.    

 

So who was the Man from Snowy River?  Curryong, the small town mentioned above, claims 

stockman Jack Riley (1841 - 1914) as the inspiration for the character.   Many of the region’s 

towns also use the character as part of their tourism marketing.  

 

Heritage Mystery aka A Brick Wall  

Australian landscape 
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Banjo, himself, had stated that he was a combination of a 

number of people.   Owen Cummins, born in the area, was 

well known for being a great horseman.  Another 

exceptional rider was Charlie McKeahie.    

 

However, for aeons, Lorraine Henderson née Diversi and 

her family have believed that one of their 19th century 

ancestors was part of the legend of  “The Man from Snowy 

River”.    

 

In 1915, a newspaper wrote about John Diversi, Monaro’s 

legendary horseman; an original clipping of this article has 

been passed down through the family and is now in 

Lorraine’s records.    

 

 

A copy can be seen here, along with  

its transcription.   

 

Richmond River Herald and  

Northern Districts Advertiser, Tuesday, 2 November 1915, 

page 4. 

 

Monaro’s Best Horseman 

 

At the look-out on the Tantawanglo Mountain, a group, which 

included several carriers, were sitting around a log fire, and the  

merits of Monaro’s horsemen arose.  These carriers are expert 

horsemen themselves, and are, beyond doubt, the best authority  

to-day on the merits and deeds of the horsemen who inhabited  the 

Monaro plateau in the seventies.   

 

“Monaro’s best horseman?  Why John Diversi!”.   This was the  

verdict of a well-known teamster, who had driven a waggon and 

team of ten horses over the Monaro mountains for the last 20 years. 

 

The speaker pulled an ember from the fire, and applied it to a well-

blackened pipe.  “But, why Diversi?” was asked.   

 

“Well, have you heard of any other horseman on Monaro driving 

five unbroken horses out of a team of six-in-hand, and driving them  

over this mountain, which 20 years ago had a road not better than a 

sheep track.   

 

Have you heard of any horseman hereabouts who could guide the 

same unbroken team through an ordinary 9ft. panel opening at a  

gallop?  Or could ask his passengers to watch him scrape the bark 

off such a wheel; or take his coach so close to the side of the 

mountain cutting, that lady passengers have fainted with fright.  Diversi did these things, and 

many more, which many who have travelled with him can verify.  What’s more, he rode any 

scrubber ever he saddled, and without stirrup irons.    

Andrew  “Banjo”  Paterson   

(1864 - 1941) 
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Why the man yarded more scrubbers than any other rider in Monaro, and to yard scrubbers a horseman has 

to be the best of riders. 

 

Then, Diversi broke hundreds of horses for other people.  I worked for him when I was a lad, and have 

never seen him thrown from a buckjumper.  Why, once Diversi rode twenty odd miles with both his thighs 

broken through coming in contact with a  sapling; that occurred while he was scrubber hunting.  I don’t 

think there was any other horseman on Monaro, anyway, that could come near Diversi.” 

 

“Who was Diversi”.  “Well, John Diversi, as he was known hereabouts, was a half-Italian, and his proper 

name was Antonio Diversi.  He lived at Cranky’s Plain, near Bombala. and made a livelihood as a horse-

breaker, coach proprietor, and farmer”.   

 

Interested, the writer looked elsewhere for confirmation or question of the facts related, only to find them 

admitted in every detail.  And there is no doubt that Diversi was, in the opinion, of the early Monaroites, 

the best horseman over on the Monaro plateau. - Exchange.   

Family Research Findings.    

 

As seen below, after immigrating from Italy, Lorraine’s paternal line settled in the Eden-Monaro 

region, part of the far southern corner of NSW, and developed very strong links there. By 1866, 

Ferdinand was on a shipping goods importation list; was a subscriber in 1868, listed as the 

publican of the Wyndham Hotel in 1882, and the family recorded in the 1891 Eden Census.   

 

In Italian, the name of John is Giovanni and extended family research has discovered that 

Giovanni Diversi was born in Italy 1834, mar rying Mary Ann McCausland in 1863 in Eden, 

NSW.   He died in Bega, NSW on 15 Sep 1893.   These towns are in the Monaro/Eden region.  No 

record was found of any other adult John/Giovanni who lived in this region at that time.     

 

Lorraine’s great-grandfather was Ferdinand (Freddy) Diversi who was born in Italy in 1837 in 

Tuscania, Viterbo, Italy.  He married Margaret Boland in 1874 in Eden, NSW.  Margaret had been 

born in County Clare, Ireland and had come out to Australia as a young girl.  

 

Ferdinand died in 1897 in Sydney and Margaret in 1920 at Rocky Hall, a town within the Eden-

Monaro region. One of their children was named John (perhaps after his brother John/Giovanni) 

but died as an infant in 1878.   

 

Michael Boland Diversi, (son of Ferdinand and Margaret), is Lorraine’s grandfather .  He 

was born in Wyndham (also in the region) in 1885 and died at Sandgate, Qld. in 1961.   The local 

Bega newspaper reported in 1906 that he was going to try his luck in Queensland.   

 

So, was the noted horseman, John Diversi, as detailed in the 1915 newspapers article, her great-

great-uncle? - even, perhaps, part of the inspiration for “The Man from Snowy River”.  Lorraine 

and her family would love to think so! 

 
Sources:  1) Original newsclipping, The Daily Telegraph, October 1915 (held by Lorraine Henderson née 

  Diversi; 2) National Library of Australia; 3) Wikipedia.     

The NSW Daily Telegraph also printed the above article in October, 1915, with this preface by writer E.C.H.  

“Away upon the Monaro plateau and coastal ranges, which extend  from the seaboard to the Victorian border in the 

far southern corner of New South Wales, was in the seventies the home of the roughrider.  It was here that Banjo 

Paterson got the inspiration for his famous poem, “The Man From Snowy River” and many have speculated 

as to who was the original (if one existed) of  “Clancy of the Overflow”.   
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The Game of Monopoly  

World War II and Escaping POWs    
 

Is there a connection?  Absolutely!  The board game Monopoly served Prisoners-of-War 

(POWs) as a real-life tool to “get out of jail”.  That story now follows:    

 

Allied airmen had found themselves as the involuntary guests of the German Third Reich and 

Britain was casting about for ways and means to facilitate their escape.  

 

 

 

 An obvious aid would be accurate 

maps and “safe houses” where an escaping 

POW could go for food and shelter. 

 

 Paper maps had drawbacks - they 

made a noise when opened and folded.  

They wear out and, if they get wet, they 

turn into mush.   

 

 

 

MI 9 (part of the English Secret Service) pondered on the use of silk (because it is durable, it 

folds into small spaces and unfolds silently).  

 

A British company, J. Waddington Ltd., had already perfected the act of printing on silk and 

was only too happy to help the war effort.  By pure coincidence, this company was the U.K. 

licensee for the popular American board game, Monopoly.    

 

This game qualified under the “games and pastimes” category for insertion into CARE 

packages which could be channelled through the International Red Cross to POW camps in 

Nazi-controlled Europe.  So as not to compromise the integrity of the Red Cross organisation,  

the “rigged” special edition games were sent by fake charities and pinpointed to certain areas. 

 

Under the highest level of security, a group of Waddington employees began producing escape 

maps, keyed to each region where the POW camps were located.  When folded, the maps could 

fit inside a Monopoly playing piece.  Other secret extras were: 

 

1. A playing token containing a small, magnetic compass. 

2. A two-part metal file that could be easily screwed together. 

3. Useful amounts of genuine-high-denomination German, Italian and French currency, 

 hidden within the piles of the games’ fake money.   

 

On their first mission, departing Allied air crews were shown how to identify a “special 

edition”; a tiny red dot, located in the corner of the Free Parking square.  Other codes:  

 

 full stop after Marylebone station, a rigged set went to Italy. 

 full stop after Mayfair  - to Norway, Sweden and Germany. 

 full stop after Free Parking - to Northern France, Germany and its frontiers. 

 A regular (non-rigged) set was marked “Patent Applied For” followed by a full stop. 
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One such camp which received the ‘rigged’ editions of Monopoly, was Stalag Luft 3, near 

Sagan.  During the war, this town was in Germany but is now part of Western Poland.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The 1963 movie, “The Great Escape” starring well-known 

actors from Britain and U.S.A. is based on real men and real 

events which happened at this camp.   

 

Initially, the majority of the prisoners were British RAF 

officers and American pilots.  By 1944, records show that the 

camp was holding 10,494 prisoners - pilots and airmen from 

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Greece, 

Holland, Lithuania, New Zealand, Norway, Poland and South 

Africa.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Von Lindeiner followed the Geneva Accords concerning POW treatment and had won the 

respect of the senior prisoners.  After imprisonment in England for two years, he was 

released.  He died in 1963 aged 82 years.   

 

Overall, approximately 35,000 Allied POWs successfully escaped and it is estimated that, 

perhaps, up to one-third of them were aided in their flight by the ‘rigged’ Monopoly sets.   

 

This WWII story was not declassified until 2007 when the Waddington Company and the 

surviving craftsmen were finally honoured in a public ceremony.    

 

 

Sources:  1) The Atlantic (online), Megan Garber , 9 January 2013. 

        2) The Guardian, Northener Blog, (online) Martin Hickes, 8 Jan 2013. 

        3) Wikipedia.    

 

********** 

Stalag Luft 3 camp, 

Sagan, Germany 

1942 - 45 

Kommandant Wilhelm von Lindeiner-Wildau.   
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The Redcliffe & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the following 

local firms who give us their generous support. 


