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Denis Cronin was born in 1853 in Clonmult, County Cork and Bridget Cronin née 

Duggan, who was born in 1860, came from Cappoquin, County Waterford.   

 

They came to Australia separately and married in October 1883.  Denis worked as a 

drayman in Brisbane and, in 1893, they joined up to be part of “The Gayndah 

Communal Group”.   

 

Denis died 18 June 1913 in Maryborough and Bridget died in Brisbane on 6 October 

1939.  Their story about their time in the Gayndah Communes was contributed by 

member, Monica Lucas and is found on pages 5-7.  
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311- REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr  Maine Road & Isobel Street, 

Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontar f MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Secretary’s contact email address:  roger .hendey@gmail.com  

 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 

Email: rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  

 

 PATRONS: Mr. Scott Driscoll, Member for Redcliffe  

    Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

President/Newsletter Editor  Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Vice President/Asst. Treasurer   Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer       Eva Costello  3283 3193  

Librarian/Newsletter Distribution        Dianne Hendey           3293 0567  

Committee Member/Photographer  Robert Kirkwood 3204 0656  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2012 to 30th June 2013 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:30 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 
 

We thank the office staff of the Member for Redcliffe, Mr. Scott Driscoll, who 

kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 

https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home
mailto:rdfhg2012@gmail.com
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Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does 

not hold itself responsible for the opinions expressed or statements 

made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  Unless 

an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations 

have permission to reprint items from this newsletter, 

providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for 

the purpose of family research.  Copyright remains the 

property of the submitter. 

    

 

       to the following new members 

since    our last 

newsletter. 

 

 John Bryson, Tony Cannon, John Davies,  Helen Ellis, Mary Foley, Janet Godfree, 

Beverly  Hove, Jim Sewell and Nev Townsend. 

 

 

 

 
 

Firstly, Charity Days, Redcliffe Showgrounds.   We have been allocated the following two 

Sundays for this calendar year -  7 July and 8 September.   Some members have already volunteered 

for the time slots, and if there are other members who would like to help out with this important fund

-raising club effort, please contact me (Leonne) 3885 3533 or Cheryl 3284 3444 (we both have an 

answering machine).  Many thanks.   

 

Secondly, Open House, Saturday, 20 April.   Our  

overall earnings for this day was $401.  Prior to the 

day, our local paper, “Redcliffe Herald” had published 

a very good article about our Library.  Although we 

did not have a steady stream of people as per our 2011 

Open House, nonetheless, people did come and some 

joined and, for long term, the publicity was very much 

appreciated.    

 

In addition, our Patron, Lady Mayoress Gayle Sutherland came for over an hour.  She 

enthusiastically chatted with the attendees and reviewed our members’ comprehensive and, frankly, 

impressive family history displays.  Such a great response from the 22 members who participated. 

Thirdly, our  Library Days are well-attended and all four computers have been upgraded.   Three 

are for Internet use and the other is dedicated for CD use.   Our CD and Microfiche libraries are 

extensive and regularly used.  We find they offer an excellent complement to Internet research. 

 

Fourthly, just a few more people are needed for  the Library Roster  (either  Tuesday or  

Thursday mornings).   If you can assist in this way, please contact Dianne Hendey or Cheryl 

Salisbury.    It would be very much appreciated.  

 

ADMIN CORNER 

 

GOOD NEWS DEPARTMENT 

With our thanks, President Leonne Willis 

presents our Patron Gayle Sutherland with 

the Coat of Arms of two of her families.  

Pictured here also is Member & Heraldry 

Expert, Rick Aindow, who created the gift.     
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My presidency is drawing to a close and, at the AGM, I will be thanking various members for their 

year-long assistance in certain areas.  However, I wish to offer specific thanks here as follows:   

 

Rick Aindow  - for  his invaluable computer  knowledge and exper tise.  He provides an excellent 

orientation night for new members, plus periodic visits with his U3A genealogy class and continuing 

assistance and presentations on genealogical websites.   

 

Diane Hendey - for so many improvements to our Library resources and maintaining the excellent 

organisation established by husband, Roger.   

 

Roger Hendey - for creating and maintaining our website.  To view, bring up Google and type in 

newredcliffefamilyhistorysite.  Roger  has a definite way with words.  Viewing is highly 

recommended.  Roger’s Vale section is such a heartfelt and commendable addition to our website. 

On a lighter note, his photo captions can be most entertaining, especially section Photographs 2.    

 

Mary Ludlow - for taking on the role of Almoner. Feedback shows her efforts are much appreciated.  

If you know of any member who is unwell or has had an accident, please let us know.  Also, we 

would like to hear of any special events - a member’s anniversary or birthday etc. 

 

June and Mal McDonnell - As noted on our website (Photographs 4)  June periodically helps out 

with the organisation of the compact disks (especially when we get into technical bother) and Mal 

does a fine job serving our microfiche machines. 

 

Cheryl Salisbury - for  her  very enjoyable baked goodies which she br ings to the Library (we 

won’t talk about the caloric count) and, of course, her willingness and enthusiastic help with our 

projects.    

 

Penne Taylor - her quiet expertise in exploring numerous websites, particularly Ancestry.com is 

invaluable, as is her unstinting willingness to sit with new members and provide assistance.   

 

********** 

 

  With great sadness, I write that two of our members have recently 

passed away - Irene 

Barritt née Brittain 

and Helen Grosert née Jones. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Irene Emily Barritt 

Born:  29 March 1929 

Trafalgar, Victoria 

 

Died:  21 May 2013 

Redcliffe, Queensland 

Photo taken Nov 2012 at our Library. 
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The memorial service took place on 28 May and was crowded out with so many relatives and 

friends.  I, along with other members, attended and I felt greatly privileged when asked by Irene’s 

daughter, Glenys,  to be a Tribute Speaker at the service.   

 
Irene was one of our long-time members and was such a fun person to be around, a lovely lady, and 

willing to help whenever and wherever she could.   She was an essential part of our Library operations and 

was passionate about Family History and not just her own family.  Irene often researched for others and 

was an expert on the intricacies of the IGI microfiche and its mysteries, along with so many other aspects 

of genealogy.    

 

Other members’ tributes are shared in the Vale section on our website.       

Farewell Good Friend.  I am going to miss you.                Leonne Willis 

 

Helen Grosert née Jones.   Helen’s death was sudden and unexpected by her  family.  We try to keep 

in touch with our friends in the group but we had no idea that anything was wrong.   It was a shock to 

learn of her passing on 4 March 2013 and that of her funeral which occurred on 21 March.   

 

Helen was a relatively new member to our group and, when she joined in 2011, had been very enthusiastic 

about researching more of her family history.   However, being a carer for her mother and also a Senior 

Distributor for Bessemer Cookware, Helen’s time with the Group became  limited.   Nonetheless, up to 

her death, Helen maintained her membership with us.  Our condolences, once more, are offered to her 

family.   

 

********** 

 

The Gayndah Communes 

 

Queensland of the 1890’s was a tough time to live.  Depression was sweeping the country and 

unemployment, particularly in Brisbane was growing fast.   Because of mounting pressure on the State 

government, serious thought was given to communal settlements.  The idea was to settle groups in village-

type settlements throughout rural areas of Queensland.  The government would give land and some initial 

assistance.   This, in turn, would alleviate unemployment in urban areas, as well as encourage close 

settlement in the outback.   

 

A special Parliamentary Committee was set up and, after much time and debate, by October 1893, “The 

Queensland Co-operative Land Settlement Act” was passed and active.   

  

The Gayndah Group was 

placed outside Gayndah; a 

town in the Burnett district 

and 

366 

kilometres north-west of the 

State capital Brisbane.  The 

Group consisted of three 

communes - Bon Accord, 

Plaque in Gayndah 

was erected in 

September 1993 and 

dedicated to the 38 

settler families from 

the Byrnestown 

Commune.   

 

Denis Cronin is 

listed. 
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It seems unlikely that these communes were ever expected to be a success.  Contrary to the parliamentary 

committee’s recommendations that members should be like-minded people with much in common, this 

did not happen.  Instead, group members were chosen at random.   

 

Likewise, the land should be of good quality and close to markets; again this was not the case.  The Act 

provided for members to be assisted to find good land, when in fact, government offices were advised 

“information about land will not be given to men trying to set up Groups”.   Nevertheless, in March 

1894, the Byrnestown Group settled on their land. 

 

 Individual members were assigned a 

 small acreage.  Their house was a  

 two-roomed bark humpy with a dirt 

 floor,  mostly mud.  In time, gravel 

 was collected from the creek and 

 mixed with ant hill soil to form a 

 reasonable floor.   

 

 The Group, as a whole, was supplied  

 with a horse and cart, farming tools 

 and equipment, bare rations and a 

 few cows for milk. 

 

 

A management committee was formed to oversee the running of the commune.  So off they went, this 

group of virtual strangers, most with little or no knowledge of farming; let alone the harsh conditions of 

the Australian outback. 

 

At first, things went well.  However, towards the end of the first year, problems arose.  The main issue 

was the line between communal and private money.  The rules strictly stated that all outside earnings 

come to a general pool belonging to the group.   

 

The management committee had signed a contract with Penny’s sugar mill in the Isis Scrub for commune 

members to work for the much needed cash.  After the men had earned 12 pounds each, they returned to 

the commune but three refused to contribute to the Group’s  funds.  In turn, others voted to strike until 

the matter was resolved.  Things seemed to deteriorate from here.  Dissatisfaction with the committee is 

apparent in the many letters of complaint written to Peter McLean, the Government representative in 

Brisbane who was the Administrator of the Gayndah Communes. 

 

Of major concern was the claim that the committee was withholding rations and several women in the 

group wrote saying that they and their children were starving.  The committee Secretary wrote claiming 

it all to be untrue.  Also, the committee did pass a law stating that “Anyone who said the group was not 

going to be success would be fined 5 pounds and, if it was a man he would lose his tobacco ration for one 

month and, if it was a woman, she would lose her tea ration for a month.” 

 

My Great-Grandmother Bridget wrote a couple letters of complaint to Peter McLean,; one of which 

follows: 

 

 “Y ou have full control of the rations.  I am placed in a very awkward position with six children, 

 as the secretary will neither give nor sell us any rations, or even a pint of milk.  My husband  

 sent me £1 (one pound) last Friday...knowing we were in state of starvation. 

 

 It is impossible for me to send my eldest son (William), who is only ten years of age, seven or  

 eight miles to buy anything.  It is very sad to think that we broke up our little homes to come up 

 here.  .... I and many others thought a Government man was to be over us.  If we had but known 

 otherwise we would never have come to the group.  I do not think that any group could succeed 

 with such a man as our secretary.  His conduct is something terrible.   
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 We sent into Gayndah to try and find out from the police if he could get into it for not  

 supplying us with rations ... I wrote to the police officer myself, and told him I was getting  

 very short of food, but he seemed to take no notice.  I suppose our secretary has been telling you 

 all sorts of lies .....he is prepared to swear any falsehood that comes in his mouth.”  

 

The original committee was replaced; however things did not improve.  The group struggled on but 

petty bickering and public opinion was against them.  In October, 1895, the Queensland government 

amended the original act which spelled the end for the group and, in December of that year, all 

Communal Land Titles were extinguished.   

 

Those wishing to return to Brisbane were given a train ticket and those wishing to stay were offered  

160 acres of the communal land at 2/6 (two shillings six pence) an acre.  Initially, the land was on a 

leasehold basis with provision for later conversion to freehold tenure.  Sixteen families of the original 

Byrnestown group stayed.  For them, life was hard.  The men had to take to the road to look for work 

while the women were left to run the farm and raise their children as best they could.   

 

My great-grandparents stayed and, like most of those who also remained, in time they did prosper, 

becoming the pioneers of the Burnett District. 

 

In the book, “The Gayndah Communes”, written by Bill Metcalf, his final word on the Communes:  

 

“These communal pioneers deserve our pity, because of how they were treated, and our respect, because 

of how they responded”.   

 

By member Monica Lucas née McLaughlin  

 

Source:  Bill Metcalf, “The Gayndah Communes”, 1998.   

 

********** 

 

World War One Project 

 

This is a current RDFHG project as per our website.  We are 

assisting the Genealogical Society of Queensland Inc. with 

their World War I project, the primary aim of which is to 

compile a comprehensive database of Honour Boards 

(including small memorials) and the names thereon, 

dedicated to men and women throughout Queensland who 

served in the First World War. 

 

Having identified the people named, we then aim to provide 

research information on as many of them as possible.   

 

The project is in its infancy and so far we have only 

identified two places locally, where these Honour Boards are 

displayed. They are the Memorial Hall at Woody Point, and 

Redcliffe R.S.L.  If you know of any others, we would 

appreciate your letting us know of their whereabouts.   

 

Also, if you wish to join the members who are already 

researching  the long list of names (approx. 98 in total), we 

would welcome your help.  Assistance is provided at our 

Library as to how the research is carried out.     

 

********** 

Honour Roll - Woody Point Memorial Hall 

The Great War  
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The Waldron Family 

 

My husband had been tracing his family history for many years before he died.  So now it 

was my turn.  I had decided to try to trace Waldron, my father’s family in particular but also 

my mother’s family, Taylor and Hendy, if possible. 

 

I didn’t know how and where to start.  I had a carved tiller that indicated that the Waldron 

family were mariners.  I had initials, places and dates engraved on it.  So I had something to 

follow if I could only find the relevant information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I came to the Redcliffe & District  

Family History Group mid-last year 

to begin the search, to get direction 

and learn.   

 

 

 

I was directed to their library room, shown how to access information, and where to begin.   

But I had difficulty finding information on my West Australian forebears. 

 

I was then given books written for the Bicentenary of Western Australia and finally found 

reference to the Waldron name.  I couldn’t believe my eyes.  There was a great deal of detail.  

It was a “Eureka” moment. 

 

So I began the journey.  From the beginning, I have traced his life in England from 1849 to 

his death in 1924 in Fremantle, Western Australia.  I still have to piece together his maritime 

history.  This is what I have found so far. 

 

John Waldron, my Great-Grandfather, was born on 6th December 1849 to parents John 

Waldron, a Master Mariner, and Ann Bishop Waldron née Gale of Burton Bradstock, Dorset, 

England.  He was baptised in January 1850 in the Parish Church at Burton Bradstock. 

 

He began a maritime career as an apprentice seaman in March 1861 when he was only 

eleven years old on board the ‘Alexander Cochrane’.   His father was master of the ship.  His 

family owned the schooner, ‘Water Lily’ and when John Waldron was master of this vessel, 

John, the son (my Great-Grandfather), transferred also. 

 

In 1865/6 John’s uncle and brother were on the ‘Water Lily’ as well when the vessel was 

sold in Melbourne, Victoria.  John and his brother, Robert, transferred to the ‘Neptune’ and 

returned to England.  He then was a seaman on the ‘Ethels’ until about 1876.   

 

 

Close up of tiller.   
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In the last two weeks, I have discovered that John obtained first his  ‘Only Mate’ and then 

‘Ordinary Master’ Certificate of Competence; the 1st in 1868, the 2nd in 1871.   He then 

joined the ‘Aboyne’  which sank off the Western Australia coast en route to Vancouver 

Island.  Afterwards, he remained in Western Australia, a master mariner, sailing local 

maritime trade. 

 

John married Margaret Nelson née White in 1880 in Fremantle, Western Australia.  They 

had six children and he died in 1924. 

 

 This interesting journey continues.  I still need to piece 

 together more intricately, his life and maritime history 

 in Western Australia.   

  

 With the help of Family History Groups, I’ll do it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Jan Scott née Waldron, Redcliffe & District Family 

 History Group Member.   April 2013 

 

 

 

********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above is a sailing ship of the “schooner” category and is similar to that 

of the three ships mentioned on the previous page  

A QUICK NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY.  OUR AGM WILL BE ON MONDAY, 29TH 

JULY AT 7.30 PM, AS PER USUAL, AT OUR LIBRARY IN THE SCOUTS DEN IN 

CLONTARF.     PLEASE COME IF YOU CAN.     LEONNE 
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The Redcliffe & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the following 

local firms who give us their generous support. 


