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The ship, “Endurance” trapped in Antarctic pack-ice late 1915. 

Photo taken by the Australian photographer, Frank Hurley, during 

the Shackleton Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition of 1914-1917. 

 

The meteorologist on this expedition was Leonard Duncan Albert 

Hussey and our member, Ceridwen Hussey née Jones, has kindly 

provided material on her uncle‟s life and that of the Shackleton 

expeditions.   Please see pages 6 - 8. 
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311- REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Secretary’s contact email address:  roger.hendey@gmail.com 

 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 

Email: rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  

 

 PATRONS: Mr. Scott Driscoll, Member for Redcliffe  

    Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

President/Newsletter Editor  Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Vice President/Asst. Treasurer   Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer       Eva Costello  3283 3193  

Librarian/Newsletter Distribution        Dianne Hendey           3293 0567  

Committee Member/Photographer  Robert Kirkwood 3204 0656  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2012 to 30th June 2013 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:30 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 
 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family 

research.  Copyright remains the property of the submitter. 

We thank the office staff of the Member for Redcliffe, Mr. Scott Driscoll, who 

kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 

https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home
mailto:rdfhg2012@gmail.com
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Firstly, Charity Day, Redcliffe Showgrounds, Sunday 6 January, 2013.   The weather was 

fine and we collected $246.  This is a much appreciated fundraiser that Kippa Ring Lions offer 

to the club.    Many thanks to Roger Dunn, Dianne and Roger Hendey, Cheryl Salisbury, 

Daphne Simpson, and Leonne Willis (members who rostered on) as well as non-members 

Shaun Buckland and Thomas Szymoniak.   Also a “thank you” to members Mary Ludlow and 

Penne Taylor who have offered their help for any future charity day.  

 

Secondly, through the efforts of our Secretary, Roger Hendey, we received a donation of $300 

from the Moreton Bay Regional Council.  This went towards the purchase of a Data Projector 

and screen which will greatly facilitate computer-generated presentations at  meetings and our 

annual Open House.  Thanks also to member, Bil Hansen, for assisting in the research.    

 

Thirdly, it was good to see that one of our members, Val Clarke, had regained her interest in 

her family research and she has been, once again, a regular and welcome attendee.  We  are 

very pleased to offer her and husband, Colin, our congratulations on their recent 60th wedding 

anniversary.    Also, Val has recovered very well from a fall in which she broke her leg and 

she is now able to use her walker again.    

 

Another long-time member, Irene Barritt, is recuperating from a serious illness and it was 

really good to see her call in at our library a few weeks ago.  We wish her a complete return to 

health and she promises to return as soon as she can.    

 

Fourthly, since the turn of the financial year, our funds have been substantially increased by 

donations from a number of members.  It would not be appropriate to publish their names, but 

their kind generosity is recognised here and is much appreciated. 

 

Fifthly, we will be renewing the Ancestry World Heritage Record Collection for another 

year.  Members have been accessing these records, in particular, those from Germany and 

Denmark.    

 

Sixthly, we have a date for our Open House, Saturday, 20 April 2013, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

With your help, we can make this annual event as successful as in previous years.  

********** 

Websites. 

 

1. SCAMwatch is warning Australians to be wary of websites that appear official but fail to 

deliver on promises to provide birth, death, marriage or divorce certificates in return for a fee.   

For details:  http:/www.scamwatch.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/898499. 

 

2.  Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Genealogy.  Online free genealogy sites.  One 

example:  Tipperary Emigrant Index - a combined index of people who were born in Tipperary 

and emigrated to New South Wales and Queensland, 1828-1866 inclusive.   

 

A huge site, use Ctrl+F to find surnames of passenger and family member already in Australia 

who paid their fare.  http://www.freesurnamesearch.com/search/ausnzp/index.html 

********** 

 

GOOD NEWS DEPARTMENT 
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FAREWELL TO AN OLD FRIEND 
Douglas Stewart McNeice  

24 October 1920 - 23 December 2012  

 

In late December 2012 we received the sad news that one  

of our members, Doug McNEICE (seen here), had passed away. 

 

Doug had been a stalwart of the club, having served for 

many years as Treasurer and, even when he moved to New 

South Wales a couple of years ago, he continued to support 

us by maintaining his membership and visiting us 

whenever he was back in the area. 

 

A memorial service was held for Doug on 30 January 2013 

at St. Peter the Fisherman Anglican Church, Clontarf here 

on the Redcliffe Peninsula. 

 

The service was attended by many of his local friends and 

members of our Group.  The eulogy was delivered by his 

son, David. 

 

Doug will be sadly missed by all those who knew him.    

Roger Hendey, Member.   

   ********** 

 

In July, 2012, Doug sent us the following anecdote from his WWII years.    

 

 I was a member of 1st Australian Division Provost Company, attached to 1st 

 Australian Division HQ at Burwood, a suburb of Sydney.   

 

 On 27th March 1942, we were told to be ready to go on our motorbikes to the  

 Man-of-War steps that evening, and, instead of wearing our peaked caps, to wear our 

 steel  helmets, as our Captain suspected there may be an attempt to sabotage our 

 efforts to unload the first shipment of US troops to be brought to Sydney on the 

 RMS Queen Mary. 

 

RMS Queen Mary liner.  Launched 

in 1934. During war years, converted 

to a troopship and ferried Allied 

troops.  

 

Afterwards, refitted back to passenger 

service.  Retired in 1967 to the port of 

Long Beach, California. 
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I completed one trip, escorting a tram loaded with 

“Yanks” to the Australian Army‟s Convalescent Depot 

at Sydney Showgrounds, and was about to start another 

trip when our Lieutenant Aitken told me that we were 

running out of escorts.   

 

If I saw any of our men standing on a street corner 

talking, I was to tell them to hurry back as they were 

needed.  Sure enough six or eight were at the first corner 

of Macquarie Street, wasting time, so I gave them the 

message and proceeded along Macquarie Street towards 

Sydney Harbour. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Knowing that Bent Street joined Macquarie Street at an acute angle, I rode about 6 feet west 

of the centre line, trying to avoid the „silent cop‟.  Any veteran may remember that the 

motorbike headlights were painted over, except for a strip about 1 inch wide across the 

middle.  In this way, the lights would not be visible from the sea.   However, it was 

insufficient to illuminate the road.      

 

Bingo!  I did hit the silent cop at 60 mph, which buckled my front wheel and turned me 

towards the gutter, throwing me across the footpath, with the top of my helmet scraping the 

bitumen, until I hit the concrete which was holding up the fence, made of steel rods.    

 

 I was taken, unconscious, to Sydney Hospital, about 200 yards back along Macquarie Street, 

with abrasions from my nose, around the sides of my head, and a suspected fractured skull.  

Monday morning I was taken by Army Ambulance to Concord Military Hospital for 

admission and head x-ray.  No fracture.   

 

The ward into which I was admitted was next to one which became filled with ill and 

wounded US troops.  We used to visit them for a chat and vice versa.   Later on, I became 

acquainted with one American, Jim Hendry, who on introduction, said “My grandmother 

was a McNeice”.    

 

My wife and I did make a trip to the USA to visit Jim and family, but we found out that his 

grandmother had come to the USA from Scotland, whereas my grandfather came to 

Australia from Ireland.  One can row a boat from one country to the other, but my family 

had been in Ireland nearly 2,000 years.  

 

 Member - Doug McNeice 28th June 2012 

 

********** 
 

 

Doug McNeice seen here in 2010 

celebrating his 90th birthday  
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Leonard Duncan Albert Hussey OBE (1891 - 1964).   

 

 Leonard was born in London, England and, by the age of 22 years, was working as an 

archaeologist in the Sudan desert when he saw a newspaper advertisement about Ernest 

Shackleton‟s planned trip to the Antarctic.    

 

 It read “Men wanted for Hazardous Journey. Small Wages, Bitter cold.  Long months 

of complete Darkness.  Constant Danger.  Safe return doubtful.  Honour and recognition in 

case of Success”. Over 5,000 men, including Leonard, and 3 women applied.   

 

 According to Shackleton, there remained “one great 

main object of Antarctic journeys” - the crossing of the 

South Polar continent.  There had already been the race to 

the South Pole with the Norwegians (headed by Roald 

Amundsen) beating the British (led by Robert Scott).  Hence 

the now proposed British Trans-Antarctic expedition; the 

distance being one thousand eight hundred miles across the 

frozen continent.  An ambitious project indeed!   

 

 Hussey described his interview with Shackleton as - 

“He called for me, looked me up and down, walked up and 

down when he was talking to me, didn‟t seem to take any 

notice.  Finally he said, “Yes, I like you, I‟ll take you”.     

 

Shackleton‟s judge of character was to prove uncanny as 

Hussey became an invaluable addition to the 28-strong crew.  Some of them already had 

polar experience from the previous Mawson and Scott expeditions.  In particular, Shackleton 

was to say that Hussey helped to raise the spirits and morale of the other men with his ready 

wit and banjo playing during the long days lost on the ice floes and while waiting for 

rescue on Elephant Island.    

 

In 1915, when they abandoned ship, Shackleton, 

himself, had decided to take the banjo.  He stated 

“It‟s vital mental medicine, and we shall need it.“  

   

 

 

 

 

 

First Antarctic Expedition - Years 1914-17. 

 

Initially the journey south from England went well - 

first to Buenos Aires and then on to the British 

island, South Georgia.  Shackleton‟s strength as a 

leader lay in the honesty of his selflessness.   

 

Men trusted him, and that, as written by Hussey in 

his book, “South with Shackleton”, was the highest 

compliment that any man could wish for.   

Sir Ernest Shackleton (Anglo-Irish 

leader of two Antarctic expeditions 

1914-17 and 1921-22. 
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In mid-December 1914, they encountered pack-ice, unexpectedly early.  By February, 

1915, the Endurance had became firmly trapped in the ice.  She continued to drift slowly 

until more pressure from the ice on her hull inexorably brought on her destruction.  In 

November, 1915, after a gallant resistance of many months, she finally broke up and sank 

into the depths of the Weddell Sea.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the loss of Endurance, the 

expedition continued living in 

makeshift camps on the ice 

floes.   

 

After many months of 

appalling conditions and, with 

supplies dwindling, the 

expedition took to the three lifeboats and made it safely to the inhospitable and uninhabited 

Elephant Island.   

 

 

 

 Their next goal was the whaling 

station at Grytviken, the small capital 

of  South Georgia Island (800 miles to 

the north).  Taking the lifeboat, James 

Caird, Shackleton and 5 others then 

make one of the epic sea journeys of 

history.   

 

It took 16 days to sail through the 

treacherous waters of the Antarctic and also to overcome constant gales and squalls of snow 

and ice.  It was a daily struggle to keep themselves alive and, at times, they were in dire 

peril.   

 

Leonard Hussey was one of the men who had remained on Elephant Island and he 

continued to play his banjo to improve morale.  Shackleton, once safely at the whaling 

station, organised the rescue of those men.   However, because of the weather, as well as the 

difficulty in obtaining a suitable vessel for the Antarctic conditions, this took nearly five  

months.  To everyone‟s relief, all were brought back alive to South Georgia.   

 

World War I.     Back in England, Hussey was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the 

Royal Garrison Artillery, serving in France, as well as working with Shackleton on 

operations at Murmansk in northern Russia as part of the Polar Bear Expedition..  Hussey 

was ranked Captain by the end of the war.      

The crew pulls their boat, James 

Caird, and supplies over the ice in 

their effort to somehow return to 

South Georgia Island.   

Pack-ice.  Shackleton 

with  2nd in Command  

Frank Wild  
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Medical Career.  Hussey then undertook further studies and qualified in Medicine.   

 

Second Antarctic Expedition - Years 1921-22.   Hussey became part of Shackleton‟s 

expedition.  Aboard the Quest, the expedition arrived at Grytviken harbour on South Georgia 

but in the early hours of January 4, 1922, Shackleton succumbed to a sudden heart attack.  At 

Lady Shackleton‟s request, Hussey mades the arrangements for her husband to be buried there. 

 

World War II.  Prior to the onset of this conflict, Hussey  

 had practised medicine in London.   Subsequently, he 

joined the RAF as a medical officer.   

 

He saw service in Iceland and later in Oxfordshire, being 

mentioned in Despatches on two occasions.   He remained 

connected to the RAF for a number of years. 

 

Post WWII.  In 1946, Hussey was appointed Officer of the 

Order of the British Empire (OBE) for his war service.     

 

He also resumed his medical practice, operating as a GP in 

Hertfordshire.   However, the lure of travel seems to have 

still held sway, because, starting in 1949, he served on the SS 

Clan Macauley as a ship‟s surgeon, sailing from England to 

South Africa and Australia.   

 

The 1951 news clipping below reads as follows: 
 

 “BURIED SHACKLETON.  Dr. L. Hussey, who buried  Antarctic explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton in ice 

in 1922, has arrived  in Sydney as ship‟s doctor on the Clan Macauley.  

 

 With Australian photographer Capt. Frank Hurley, he is believed to 

be one of the few members of Shackleton‟s expedition still living.  With 

him is his banjo- an instrument he had learnt as a child and with which he 

passed the dreary hours with Shackleton in 1914-16 and 1921-22.  It is his 

30th Banjo.” 

 

 In 1957, having retired from his practice, Hussey became involved in 

the scout movement and also enjoyed a brief lecturing career before ill 

health brought on curtailment. 

 

 In 1959, he donated his famous banjo, signed by all members of the 

Endurance, to the British Maritime Museum.  Note:  The banjo was valued 

at over £150,000 in 2004.   

 

 Leonard Hussey died in London in 1964 at the age of 72, and was 

survived by his wife, Grace.  The couple had no children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. L. Hussey, 1940.  RAF First 

Senior Medical Officer 

Sources:   (1) Dr. L.D.A.Hussey, “SOUTH with Shackleton”, 1949.  

Personal autographed copy held by Ceridwen Hussey. 

(2) Wikipedia. 
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DEFINITIONS OF SHIPPING TERMS USED 

 

EMIGRANT or IMMIGRANT means any person who has obtained a free, assisted or 

nominated passage to the Colony under the provisions of the Immigration Acts, and includes 

full paying passengers by any Queensland Government emigrant ship, and any applicant 

for a passage under the Acts. 

 

FREE PASSAGES were granted by the Government to particular categories of immigrants, 

and their families, which were, from time to time, particularly required in Queensland,   

 

These categories altered over the years as conditions in Queensland changed but included ,at 

various times, female domestic servants, and married couples without children.  Applicants 

were required to pay the sum of one pound and a similar amount for each member of the 

family counted as a statute adult.  To be eligible, they had to be unable to pay their own 

passage, they could not have resided previously in any Australian Colony, and they must 

intend to reside permanently in Queensland.   

 

ASSISTED PASSAGES were granted by the Government to particular categories of 

immigrants, and their families, which were, from time to time, particularly required in 

Queensland.  The categories include farmers, farm labourers, vine dressers, labourers, 

mechanics and domestic servants.  To be eligible, they had to be unable to pay the full 

passage, they could not have resided previously in any Australian Colony, and they must 

intend to reside permanently in Queensland. 

 

NOMINATED or REMITTANCE passages.  Any natural born or naturalized person 

residing in Queensland, desiring to provide a passage to the Colony for a friend or relative in 

Europe, could obtain a passage warrant from the Government on payment of the required 

amount.  The warrant was then forwarded to the friend or relative in Europe.  On 

presentation of the warrant, the Government representative in Europe would then arrange a 

passage for the emigrant. 

 

INDENTURED IMMIGRANTS.  An employer in Queensland wishing to secure the 

service of any mechanic, labourer or servant in Europe for employment in Queensland could 

authorize the representatives of the Queensland Government in Europe to engage such 

labour on his behalf.  The employer paid the Government a sum of money for the passage of 

the immigrant and the immigrant was bound under contract to work for the employer for a 

set period of time when he arrived in Queensland. 

 

FULL PAYING passengers are simply those paying the full amount of the passage money, 

or for whom the full amount was paid by someone else. 

 

FIRST, SECOND, and THIRD class, SALOON, INTERMEDIATE, CABIN and 

STEERAGE refer to the type of accommodation on board the ship. 

 

The BOUNTY SYSTEM, established in New South Wales in 1837, involved the payment 

of set amounts of money or “bounties” per immigrant to persons who arranged and paid for 

the passage of certain categories of immigrants such as female domestic servants, shepherds, 

mechanics, agricultural labourers etc., which were needed in the Colonies.  The system was 

financed from the sale of Crown lands. 
Source:  Queensland State Archives, Brief Guide 16: Immigration records/definitions. 
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The Redcliffe & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the following local  

firms who give us their generous support. 


