
  

 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2012   

 

Hans Friedrich KREBS (seated) with some family members - standing  

Hans’ daughter, Anna WEBB (KREBS) with her husband Alfred WEBB with 

their only child Phyllis WEBB.      Perth, Western Australia. Taken c. 1910 

.   

Contribution from member, Rhonda Simpson née Goschnick    This part of her 

family history commences on page four.   Rhonda is the great-great niece of Anna 

KREBS (STEGEMANN), wife of Hans Friedrich KREBS.   
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311- REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Secretary’s contact email address:  roger.hendey@gmail.com 

 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 

Email: rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  

 

 PATRONS: Mr. Scott Driscoll, Member for Redcliffe  

    Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

President/Newsletter Editor  Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Vice President/Asst. Treasurer   Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Secretary      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer       Eva Costello  3283 3193  

Librarian/Newsletter Distribution        Dianne Hendey           3293 0567  

Committee Member/Photographer  Robert Kirkwood 3204 0656  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2012 to 30th June 2013 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each 

 month at 11:30 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome 

 to attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday falls on the 1st Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 
 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family 

research.  Copyright remains the property of the submitter. 

    

We thank the office staff of the Member for Redcliffe, Mr. Scott Driscoll, who 

kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 

https://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home
mailto:rdfhg2012@gmail.com
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        To the following new members since 

      our last newsletter. 

 

 Helen Fishburn 

 Rod Jackson 

 Mary Ludlow 

 Shirley Woodcraft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firstly, Charity Day, Redcliffe Showgrounds, Sunday 13 May 2012. 

 

Collection at the three gates amounted to $308 for the morning; with thanks to the following  

stalwart members who rostered on for this fund-raiser. 

 

Shaun Buckland (Probus friend), Roger Dunn, Roger and Dianne Hendey, Bob Kirkwood,  

John Pampling, Cheryl Salisbury, Daphne and Rhonda Simpson and Leonne Willis. 

 

Secondly, we are still utilising the grant monies from the State Government’s Community 

Benefit fund and, since the last newsletter, have made the following genealogy purchases . 

 

 The Forgotten Australians Non-Anglo or Celtic Convicts & Exiles                             

 Tracing Your Baltic, Scandinavian, Eastern Europe,  & Mid Eastern Ancestry Online       

 NSW Police Gazette 1867          

 Cracking the Code of Old Handwriting       

 Death Certificates & Archaic Medical Terms     

 DNA for Genealogists 

 Family History on the Cheap 

 Getting the Most Out of FindMyPast.com.au 

 It’s Not All Online: Gen Sources Offline 

 Locating Your German Ancestry Place of Origin 

 Organizing the Mountains of Paper 

 Deserted and Destitute: Motherhood, Wife. 

 Cambridgeshire Phillimore’s Parish Registers 

 Irish Family History Resources Online 

 

Thirdly, internet usage got off to a slow start, probably because its commencement 

coincided with the Easter school holidays.  However, it has now picked up and is being well-

used, although yet to the extent that bookings are required.    Also, along with our new 

computer, we have two others which have been upgraded and are capable of handling all our 

compact discs.     

 

Fourthly, only a few more people are needed to help either Tuesday or Thursday mornings 

on a monthly or two-monthly basis.  If you can assist in this way, please contact our 

Librarian, Dianne Hendey.   It would be very much appreciated.  

 

********** 

ADMIN CORNER 

 

GOOD NEWS DEPARTMENT 
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Puzzles and Moments of Serendipity 
 

Not long after I started my family history research in 1995, I was fortunate to acquire a large number 

of old, mostly unnamed studio portraits and framed photographs, presumably of family, as they had 

been in the home of my deceased parents.  I knew they were not to do with my mother’s family.  As I 

had just started researching my father’s maternal line, STEGEMANN, it soon appeared that the 

photos had come from close & distant family of both of my paternal grandparents, Wilhelm August 

GOSCHNICK and Emma Louisa (STEGEMANN). 

 

Emma’s father Heinrich STEGEMANN had come with siblings and parents, Jasper STEGEMANN 

and Margaretha (KÜHL) from Hamburg, German to Moreton Bay on the ship “Beausite” arriving 7 

September 1863.  Through my research and the help of some wonderful people, I was able to fill out 

a few branches of Jasper’s family, but on one daughter, Anna, I was quite uncertain.  Unbelievably, 

there were two Anna STEGEMANN marriage registrations in Qld in the years 1875 to 1879.  Which 

one?! 

 

Eventually, whilst visiting an older distant relative, I quizzed her re my unknown Anna.  She didn’t 

know the name but said she’d had cousins in Sydney by the name of KREBS.  I knew immediately 

which was my Anna as one registration had been a marriage to Hans Friedrich KREBS.   

 

Meanwhile, one of the framed photographs was proving quite difficult to identify.  My sister Kathy 

and I were quite amazed when we removed the photograph from the frame and found that it had been 

taken Perth. W.A. and appeared to be from early 1900’s.  We had never heard, from parents or 

grandparents, of any family being in W.A. 

 

Now knowing the KREBS connection, I contacted a KREBS family from my home town of Murgon 

in south-east Qld.  They were able to direct me to an older couple in Nambour, Harry KREBS and 

Mary aka Mollie (TETHER), who had been doing research on their family.   A long phone call 

ensued and it appeared that Harry was the eldest grandson of Hans KREBS and Anna 

STEGEMANN.  That find was wonderful in itself.  In further conversations, I told them of my 

photos and described the unknown photo.  Harry was immediately able to tell me that it was his 

grandfather, Hans Friedrich KREBS (seated) with some family members - standing, Hans’ daughter, 

Anna WEBB (KREBS) and her husband, Alfred WEBB, with their only child Phyllis WEBB, taken 

in Perth W.A. about 1910. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1910.  Perth, W.A.   Hay Street.  The photo featured on the cover was taken in a 

photography shop owned by Webb & Webb located at 398 Hay Street. 
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I eventually found that Phyllis had married and there was a daughter, Beverly Clarke, from that 

marriage.  I made contact with Beverley and we exchanged letters and phone calls and I learned a 

little more of the history of that branch of the family.  She had a puzzle with her middle name “Troy” 

and asked  about it.  It wasn’t from the STEGEMANN side but after some research of the NSW 

BDM Registrations, I found that her maternal great grandmother’s maiden name was TROY. She 

was then able to reconcile what had obviously been an unusual middle name. 

 

Sadly, Beverly has now passed away and, as she never married, was the last of her line.  

 

Return to Harry KREBS, he also filled me in on much detail of his history, which resulted in 

ascertaining that Anna KREBS (STEGEMANN), wife of Hans Friedrich KREBS, died at age 32, in 

1887, from accidental ingestion of rat poison,  That would have devastated the family as there were 

also several young children by that time.   

 

One of those rare serendipitous moments occurred for me in 2000 when it later transpired that Mollie 

KREBS was a lifelong friend of my maternal aunt, Olive MCLELLAN (ELLIOTT).  they had 

boarded in the same house whilst attending High School in Gympie in mid 1930’s and had remained 

great friends with much close contact, until their eventual deaths.  There were quite unaware of any, 

albeit distant, family connection. 

 

I’ve learned never to give up with numerous puzzles that present themselves, as one never 

knows when an answer will come and the stories and excitement that creates.  And I’m ever 

so thankful to my forebears for preserving so much of our family’s photograph history 

 

By Member Rhonda Simpson (GOSCHNICK) 
 

********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In 1946 like so many others, Doug and Marjorie Kirby came to Redcliffe for a holiday and stayed!  

They purchased a general store at Woody Point and an ex-Army hut in nearby Ellen Street was their 

first family home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kirby general store which 

in 1953 was a Cakes & Pastry 

Shop owned by Norm Langley. 

 

In 2012, it is now occupied by 

the Professionals Real Estate 

firm. 
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The Kirby family had sold the above shop in 1950 and moved to a location on the corner of Duffield 

Road and Tramore Street, Margate.  They opened as a drapery shop because of Marjorie’s 

experience in Gatton and also their Woody Point shop had also carried drapery. 

 

They were on the move again in 1954.  This time to Redcliffe Parade and they offered ladies’wear 

and men’s wear.  Towards the end of 1959, Doug erected a new building containing a drapery, a fruit 

shop/milk bar and also started a fish shop.  It is said that Emanuel Cassimatis showed the Kirbys how 

to cook fish.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Kirby sons, Lionel and Brian, worked for the family from 4 am to 6/7 pm seven days a week.  

Lionel was 16 years old and Brian only 14. 

 

In 1960, during the buoyant holiday season, Lionel and Brian purchased the fish shop business from 

their father for £600 and also paid him £30 per week rent.  In those years, a full-time adult lady’s 

wages was £12 per week and they employed a staff of at least four.  At this time, because of full-day 

Saturday trading, Redcliffe economy was strong and the Kirby enterprises prospered.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Eventually (in 1963), their Redcliffe Parade properties were sold to Coles; this building can be seen 

above.  Today, shops and businesses along Redcliffe Parade still continue to change. 

 

Sources:  “Humpybong  and After”, Oct. 2011 and  Redcliffe City Council Photos. 

 

**********   

 

Redcliffe Parade in 

the 1950’s.  

Redcliffe Coles 

Supermarket 

Photo taken  

c. 1966 
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My Grandfather William Hodson - the Russian Revolutionary Fighter. 
1918-1919 - Australians in Russia – the Unknown War 

 
By member Dianne Hendey 

 

 About 18 months ago my elderly Aunt died.  Being the nearest living relative (geographically 

speaking) it fell to me to clear her house prior to its sale. To my delight, I found box upon box 

of photographs, certificates and mementos etc - the sort of things that normally tend to get 

thrown away when older relatives pass on, but which are an absolute goldmine to the family 

historian. 

 

Among the memorabilia were photographs and papers referring to my maternal grandfather, 

William Hodson from Oakey, Queensland, of whom I had previously known very little,.  He, 

however, was to preoccupy my research for the next 12 months or more and give me an insight 

into a military campaign which I, like many Australians, had never even been aware of. 

 

On 29 May 1916, at Toowoomba in Queensland, William Hodson enlisted into the 52nd 

battalion of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) “for Service Abroad”. He gave his age as 18 

years and 4 months (he was in fact 2 years younger than that). He was known to one and all as 

“Snowy” because of his fair hair. 

 

Just a few months later, on 7 October 1916 he embarked on the “Ceramic” at Sydney, 

disembarking at Plymouth 

about 6 weeks later. 

 

 

 

 

 

Snowy went into the field in 

France in May 1917 where 

he survived several bouts of 

trench foot and on 5 April 

1918 was wounded in action 

at Dernancourt, receiving a 

gunshot wound to the left leg. 

 

 

 

 

On recovery, he transferred to the newly-formed 4th Machine Gun Battalion. 

When hostilities ceased in November 1918, the British powers that be, decided that their 

people had not yet had enough of war, and that they would intervene in the civil war in Russia. 

They sent a force into northern Russia to help the fight against the Bolsheviks. This was to be 

known as the North Russian Relief Force. 

 

Although under great pressure from the British to assist, the then Australian Prime Minister 

William “Billy” Hughes refused to commit his country’s forces to the campaign. However, a 

few Australians did take part in this campaign, including my grandfather. 

 

HMAT A40 “Ceramic” 
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One can only guess at the reasons why a young man, 

already away from home for more than 2 years, and who 

had taken part in one of the bloodiest conflicts in human 

history, would volunteer to fight on, in another even 

more foreign and hostile environment. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In order to do so, these men were required to resign 

from the AIF and join the British Army and on 6 July 

1919 William was discharged from the AIF after serving 3 

years 39 days, of which 2 years 273 days had been 

“Service Abroad”. 

 
In doing so he had to sign a declaration that “... such 

discharge having been granted to me in England at my 

own request, do hereby declare that I have no further 

claim upon the Commonwealth Government for or in respect of a free passage from England to 

Australia now or at any time hereafter ...” The Australians really weren’t having any more to do with 

this war!  Anyway, along with only a few hundred other Australians, he was shipped off to 

Archangel in northern Russia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I found the history behind this ill-fated campaign to be incredibly interesting, and there is a lot of 

information to be found on the Internet. I also managed to get hold of a very interesting book by 

Michael Challinger entitled “Anzacs in Arkhangel – The Untold Story of Australia and the 

Invasion of Russia 1918-1919”.  This gives a fascinating insight into why the British sent this force, 

how these few Australians came to be involved, and what they did there.   For those interested in 

military history it is an enthralling read! 

Australia.  William “Snowy” 

Hudson in his sixties.   

The European part 

of Russia.     

 

Finland is to the 

west of this map. 

 

Archangel in on 

the White Sea and 

the capital of 

Russia, St. 

Petersburg is seen 

in bottom part of 

the S.W. corner. 
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In the event, William served only 3 months in Northern Russia with the 45th Battalion Royal 

Fusiliers but in that time managed to distinguish himself by winning the Military Medal. 

I have a rather faded copy of an official letter to his mother, and this is too poor to reproduce 

for this article, but part of it reads: 

 

“... I have much pleasure in forwarding hereunder copy of extract from the Fourth 

Supplement No.31747 to the London Gazette, dated 22nd January, 1920, relating to the 

conspicuous services rendered by your son, No. 133024 Private W. Hodson, 45th battalion, 

Royal Fusiliers, late of the Australian Imperial Force: 

AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL. “HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously 

pleased to approve the award for the Military Medal to the undermentioned soldier for 

bravery in the field with the British Forces in North Russia. No. 133024 Private W. 

HODSON ...”   

 

Unfortunately, there is very little information about this campaign to be easily found at the 

Australian War Memorial in Canberra (even though the only two Victoria Cross medals to 

be awarded in this campaign were won by Aussies) partly because they formed only one 

small contingent of a large British force.  William eventually returned home in early 1920 

aboard the troopship “Nestor” (he still got a free passage home, but this time courtesy of the 

British Government) and tried to settle back into civilian life. 

 

Although there were no medals for his service in the AIF, he received the British War Medal 

and the Victory Medal, as 

well as the Military 

Medal. 

 

Unfortunately I have no 

photographs of him in 

uniform – Australian or 

British – although I do 

have a newspaper article 

about the building of the 

Brisbane Town Hall 

Tower in 1928, which 

features “Snowy” Hodson as 

a crane driver or 

“dogman” – not a job for 

the faint hearted.   

 

Danger and risk-taking 

were obviously just 

normal parts of life to 

him. 

 

           ********** 

 

That clipping will be 

included in our next newsletter along with other articles. 
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The Redcliffe & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the following local  

firms who give us their generous support. 


