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Michael Collins (16 October 1890 - 22 August 1922) 

 

Irish Patriot, Commander-in-Chief of the first National Irish Army, Chairman of the 

Irish Provisional Government.   

 

The Collins story, a integral part of the Irish struggle for independence, commences 

on page 4.   With contributions from member, Eileen McCabe. 
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311- REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Secretary’s contact email address:  roger.hendey@gmail.com 

Website: http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691  

 

 PATRONS: Hon.  Dean Wells, MLA, Murrumba 

    Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

President/Asst. Treasurer/Newsletter Editor Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Vice President/Secretary     Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer        Eva Costello  3283 3193  

Librarian/Newsletter Distribution   Dianne Hendey            3293 0567 

Committee Member      Bruce Darra  3886 9429  

Committee Member/Photographer   Robert Kirkwood 3204 0656  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July to 30th June 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

  

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Monday of each 

 month at 7.30  pm at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to 

 attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday on 1st Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 
 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  

Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items 

from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family 

research.  Copyright remains the property of the submitter. 

  

We thank the staff of the Hon. Dean Wells who kindly printed and collated this 

newsletter. 
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                                             We are pleased to include this notice. 

 

Plant Family Reunion.   Saturday and Sunday,  29th & 30th September, 2012.   

Location:  Cabarlah Hall, Cabarlah, via Toowoomba. 

 

The descendants of Samuel Plant and his wife Jane (née Bell) and their five surviving 

children, John, James, Samuel, Eleanor (Ellen) and Catherine are cordially invited to attend. 

For further details contact:  Carol Wilson: cazza56@live.com.au.   

Lola Albion (07) 3300 1987 or albionlola@yahoo.com.au;   Jim Crichton (07) 4635 6864 or 

jimcrighton40@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

To the following new members since our last newsletter:       Eileen Gerlach, Justine Gerry, 

Jane Hall, Daryl Purkiss and Gloria Shaw.   

 

 

 

 

Firstly, Charity Day, Redcliffe Showgrounds.  8 January 2012. 

 

In combination with the gate collection that we carried out, we ran a “Treasure Table”.  It 

was a very successful day and we received over $440 for both activities.     Many thanks to 

those who ably assisted -  Shaun Buckland, Jennifer Felgate, Margaret Hamilton, Roger and 

Dianne Hendey, Pauline Jones, Bob Kirkwood, Eileen McCabe, Marcia Roper, and  

Daphne Simpson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondly, we successfully obtained a $300 

grant from the Moreton Bay Regional 

Council.  The monies went to the purchase 

of a three-in-one printer, copier and scanner 

as well as some assorted library equipment. 

 

 

Thirdly, we are still utilising the grant 

monies from the State Government’s 

Community Benefit fund and have made the 

following genealogy purchases since the last newsletter. 

 

 

 

GOOD NEWS DEPARTMENT 

Margaret Hamilton (in charge of 

the tables) at a more quiet 

moment during the morning. 
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Queensland 

 Qld Police Gazette Compendium 1886 -1890   CD 

 Qld Police Gazette Compendium 1921 - 1925   CD 

 Qld Ships Deserters 1862 - 1911     CD 

 Shipping - Immigrants through Port of Maryborough  Book 

Australia 

 Births in Australia 1788-1828     Book 

Scotland 

 Discover Scottish Church Records     Book 

 

Fourthly, we now have a new computer system which has enabled us to go online with the 

internet.  In fact, all three of our computers will offer this access.  In addition, as from 

Tuesday, March 13, we will have in place a subscription to Ancestry.com.   Bookings for its 

usage can be made in person at our Library or by phoning the Library (3889 3691) during 

library hours.   

********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Given the amount of biographies, plays and films about Michael Collins, this article (with its 

sources at the end) can only be a mere precis of his story.  Collins played a major part in 

bringing in Home Rule for Ireland after 700 years of English government.    

 

Michael was the eighth and last child of Michael John and Mary Anne (Marianne) née 

O’Brien.  In keeping with Gaelic tradition, as the third son, this baby was named after his 

father.  His parent’s marriage was a happy one even though his father was 40 years older 

than his mother.   When Michael was age 6, his father was on his deathbed.  Michael Senior 

then predicted - “One day he’ll be a great man.  He’ll do great work for Ireland.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collins was a bright and precocious child, with a fiery temper and, by an early age, was 

described as having a passionate feeling of nationalism - Ireland should be governed by the 

Irish and not the British.  The following is a timeline of his adulthood.   

Michael Collins  
Born: 16 Oct 1890, County Cork,  Ireland.    

Died 22 Aug, 1922, County Cork, Ireland 

The caption reads:   

 

Michael Collins’ mother, Marianne 

(standing), with his sister, Mary, her baby, 

Nora, and his grandmother, Mrs. O’Brien, 

circa 1905.  (author’s personal collection). 

T.P. Coogan, “Michael Collins”. 
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1914 London.  Works for British civil service. Joins London Irish Volunteers. 

1916 Returns to Ireland. Joins Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB).  Is part of failed Easter 

 Uprising against British government.  Imprisoned in Wales until December  amnesty,  

 

1917 Active in - Volunteers (later called Irish Republican Army IRA) & IRB.   

1918 Sets up arms smuggling network.  Collins is part of hierarchy of these orgs.  Major 

 British crackdown with arrests of Sinn Fein and IRA leaders.  Collins’s life on a 

 bicycle begins. 

 

1919 The Irish War for Independence.  IRA reprisal attacks incl. killings on Royal Irish 

Constabulary (RIC) police and British Army.   It is said that he 

gets through so many checkpoints because the British troops do 

not think that terrorists dress in neat grey suits.  He moves 

around on a daily basis, refusing to wear any disguise.  The 

ordinary people feed, shelter and run messages for him.  He 

becomes  Minister of Finance, Director of Intelligence for the 

IRA and President of Council of IRB.   

 

1920 With his great energy, organisational ability, daring and 

 charisma, Collins is responsible for 2 underground 

 newspapers, an extensive intelligence network, arms 

 smuggling, underground national loan fund, hit squad  

 against RIC, bomb-making factory et al.    

 

1920.  Known as Year of Terror. Full-scale guerrilla warfare 

 against the British through his hit squad (12 men) and local 

 IRA soldiers operating as “flying columns”, suddenly attacking 

 then just as quickly withdrawing, minimising losses and 

 maximising effectiveness.  Collins is now Most Wanted by the RIC and British 

 Government which offers a bounty of £10,000 (equivalent in 2010 of GB£300,000) 

 for his capture or death.  

 

 As the RIC crumbles, the British still refuse to offer Home Rule to Ireland and, 

 instead,  bring in the notorious “Black and Tans” - unemployed, ex British 

 servicemen, supplemented by another group, called the Auxiliary Cadets.   

  

 With martial law in certain counties and curfews in towns and cities, these two  

 groups clamp down to crush Irish resistance.  It is said that “Ireland became  neither 

 safe for the law-abiding nor for anyone else” - with indiscriminate attacks, burnings of 

 factories, mills, farms and houses as well as killings.  The IRA local cells follow up 

 with their reprisals attacks on military and RIC targets.   

 

1921 The war enters a new phase. Crown forces now number about 60,000 troops,  

 15,000 Black & Tans and Auxiliaries, regular RIC men, plus armoured cars and  

 lorries. In martial law areas, systematic destruction of homes is in full swing.  

 

1920-21. Historical Note.  Cork County under martial law.  In April 1921,  Major Arthur  

 Percival (Essex Brigade), led a raiding party which burned homes and their contents, 

 including the family home of Michael Collins.  Percival eventually became Lt. General and, in 

 1942, as Commander-in-Chief of the British Army surrendered Singapore to the Japanese.       
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Major Bernard Montgomery (later Field Marshal in WW II) also saw service in Cork County in 

1921.   Of his experiences, he wrote: “My whole attention was given to defeating the rebels.  It never 

bothered me a bit how many houses were burned.  Any civilian or Republican solder who interferes 

with any officer or soldier is shot at once.”   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In turn, the IRA and its local cells carry out reprisal attacks with killings and burnings of 

Loyalists homes.  Because of Loyalist outcry over their homes being destroyed, the program 

of house burnings is stopped.  Every county under martial law has lost hundreds of houses. 

 

Pressure within the U.K. and from abroad is now on Prime Minister David Lloyd-George 

and his cabinet for a peaceful solution to the Home Rule question.    

 

 The King (George V), disturbed by the happenings in Ireland, has influenced the end 

of the burning program and speaks to the nation with a Message of Peace (July 1921).  

  

 England’s political Opposition Party tables a report to the effect that “ the Auxiliaries 

and Black & Tans are compelling the Irish people - men, women and children - to live 

in an atmosphere of sheer terrorism”  and calls for immediate negotiations. 

 

Jul 1921.  Formal truce between Ireland and England.   

 

Oct 1921. London.  Treaty negotiations.  Eamon de Valera, nominal President of the Irish 

 Provisional State, back from fundraising in the U.S., remains in Dublin.  He has 

 insisted that Michael Collins be part of the small Irish negotiating group.    

 

Dec 1921.   Treaty signed after intense negotiations.  After 700 years, Ireland will now be 

 called the Irish Free State.  Among the pertinent clauses -   Irish soldiers will replace 

 the British Army.  Ireland is given Dominion status (not a Republic).  UK government 

 insists the six north-eastern counties be given the option to stay within the U.K.    

   

 Collins accepts the terms, as do the other negotiators, because they regard it as a 

 stepping stone to full independence and a united Ireland, and consider it is the best 

 they can do for the moment.   Note:  As history records, the 6 counties do opt to stay 

 with the U.K. and continue so to the present time.    

 

As photographed in Tipperary County, 

1921.   The name “Black & Tans “ came 

from the colour of their uniforms.   They 

exercised brutality in their suppression of 

the general population.   
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As he signs, Collins remarks, “I think I have just signed my 

actual death warrant” (knowing that there will be opposition).   

  

Although passed by the Irish Parliament, most of the IRA 

remain opposed to the Treaty.  De Valera goes along with the 

opposition and Sinn Fein is divided on the issue. 

 

June 1922. Collins is now President of the Provisional Govt.  

Civil war breaks out between the Provisional government 

troops and the anti-treaty IRA. 

 

22 Aug 1922.  Seeking peaceful negotiations to end the war, 

Collins travels to Cork but is shot in the head in an ambush on 

a rural road.   

After a public lying-in-state at City Hall, the cortege proceeds 

to Glasnevin cemetery, passing along the Dublin streets, and 

is watched by hundreds of thousands of people who have come 

from all over Ireland.  

 

At the time of his death, Michael Collins was 31 years of age and had recently announced 

his engagement to Kitty Kiernan from County Longford.    

 

 

 

 

     

   ********** 
 

Traditional Gaelic Naming Patterns 
 

 

1st SON after the FATHER’S FATHER  

2nd SON after the MOTHER’S FATHER  

3rd SON after the FATHER  

 

1st DAUGHTER after the MOTHER’S MOTHER  

2nd DAUGHTER after the FATHER’S MOTHER  

3rd Daughter after the Mother 

 

Others after Uncles, Aunts etc. 

********** 

 

 

Sources for this article on Michael Collins’s turbulent and short 

life. 

Eileen McCabe (member) who is part of Michael Collins’ 

extended family line.  

Tim Pat Coogan,  “Michael Collins”, 1990.        

Margery Forester,   “Michael Collins, The Lost Leader”. 1971.  

Wikapedia, 2012.  

Michael Collins - six days 

before his death. 

May I wish all members Happy Easter Holidays and safe travelling. 
           Leonne Willis    March 2012 
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The ANZAC Connection.  Continued from November newsletter. 

(by member, Roger Hendey) 

 

In 1918, on the 3rd anniversary of the ill-fated Gallipoli 

landings (25th April 1915), the first memorial service was 

held in St. Mary’s Church, Harefield.  As well as many  

adults, a host of children attended the church, carrying 

posies of flowers to place on the graves.    

 

And so an ANZAC (Australian and New Zealand Army 

Corps) tradition was born and nurtured in a most unlikely 

corner of England, and has continued to this day without a 

break, when Harefield pays homage on ANZAC Day.     

 

In 1921, the first separate Children’s Service was held. 

Today, a highlight of the occasion is the part, when the 

children carry their posies of flowers, as did their 

grandparents and parents before them.  Indeed, my own 

mother was amongst the earliest of them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Armistice in 1918, the headmaster 

gave the school’s Union flag to the hospital’s 

commanding officer.  I understand, this flat 

now hangs proudly in Adelaide High School in 

South Australia.  

 

 In return, the Australian Children’s Patriotic 

League presented to Harefield School an 

Australian flag, which still hangs in the 

Australian Chapel in St. Mary’s Church. 

 

 

In 1951, this Chapel was dedicated to the ANZACs and a number of Australian flags, 

including the national flag, are proudly hanging there.    

 

On permanent display there is a Visitor’s Book containing the signatures of officers and staff 

who served the hospital, as well as many of the patients themselves.   It also contains an 

immaculately handwritten record of all those Australians buried in the cemetery. 

 

 

LEST WE FORGET The Village of Harefield, Middlesex, England 

Harefield. 1990.  Eve and 

Peter Weston show their 

respect.  Newspaper clipping 
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In 1921, the cemetery was formally laid out and 

officially designated as a Commonwealth War Grave.  

It is now approached by way of a specially 

commissioned Memorial Gateway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An imposing obelisk, presented jointly by Sir 

Francis Newdigate and Charles Billyard-Leake, 

stands within the cemetery itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And so, in far-away Harefield, “some corner of a foreign land, brave hearts find peace under 

an English Heaven.”   

Flags in the Australian Chapel in St. Mary’s Church. 

Obelisk and inscription:   

 

“To the Glory of God who giveth the Victory 

and in memory of Brave Australian Soldiers 

who after taking part in the Great War now 

rest in Harefield Cemetery.” 

The headstone of one of the Australians here.  

Aged 22 years, Serjeant C.E. Bradford from 

Murray Bridge, South Australia.  

Sources:  Hendey family reminiscences.  Newspaper articles.  Family photographs.  

Booklet, “Under an English Heaven”, Patricia Kaye, 1993.   Booklet, CD and microfiche, 

“Monumental Inscriptions, St. Mary’s Church, Harefield.  Websites: http://www.cwgc.org/

search/cemetery.  Google:  ANZAC Harefield Cemetery 
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The Redcliffe & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the following local  

businesses who give us their generous support. 


