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Amato, winner of the Derby Stakes in 1838 painted by John 

Frederick Herring, Sr.                  Source:  Wikipedia. 

 

The Herring story by member Pauline Jones née Cameron 

commences on page 6.   
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311- REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Secretary’s contact email address:  roger.hendey@gmail.com 

Website: http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite 

 

 PATRONS: Hon.  Dean Wells, MLA, Murrumba 

    Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

President/Asst. Treasurer/Newsletter Editor   Leonne Willis  3885 3533 

Vice President/ Secretary/Website      Roger Hendey   3293 0567 

Treasurer          Eva Costello  3283 3193 

Librarian/Newsletter Distribution     Dianne Hendey            3293 0567 

Committee Member        Bruce Darra  3886 9429  

Committee Member/Photographer      Robert Kirkwood 3204 0656  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July to 30th June 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

  

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Monday of each 

 month at 7.30  pm at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to 

 attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday on 1st Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 
 

Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible 

for the opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this 

newsletter.  Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission 

to reprint items from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for 

the purpose of family research.  Copyright remains the property of the submitter. 

 

We thank the staff of the Hon. Dean Wells who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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GOOD NEWS DEPARTMENT 

 

The past few months have been busy.  In October, at the Redcliffe Municipal Library, our 

group was featured in one of their display cases.  We received very positive feedback and  

also a goodly amount of our pamphlets were taken.  This would have given us more 

publicity about our group activities and our resources library.  

 

 

 

Special thanks go to all the members 

who donated their heritage items and 

who helped with the development of the 

display.   

 

We plan to do this again next year and 

with a new theme. 

 

  

 

 

 

9 October - Charity Day, Redcliffe Showgrounds, Sunday Markets.   This time, the 

weather was perfect and people came steadily through the gates.  In all, from 5 am to 11 am, 

we collected over $300 which goes towards our operating expenses.  To all those who put up 

their hands to help with the roster, many thanks.  

 

 Recently, we have been offered another charity day on Sunday, January 8, 2012.  We hope 

the weather gods will again be kind and that our members will again help out.   These 

Charity Days are very important fund-raising events for us. 

 

Thirdly, on Saturday, 12 November, we held an “Open House” and, prior to this date, the 

local paper, ( Redcliffe Herald) supported us with an excellent article.  Our heartfelt thanks 

to our members who responded to 

the call for assistance and public 

attendance was overwhelming.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Patroness, the Lady Mayoress Gayle Sutherland came and stayed for over an hour - 

chatting to our members and the general public.  Overall so many people came!!  

Accordingly, we are very pleased to say:  

L to R. President Leonne Willis.   

our Patroness, Mrs Gayle 

Sutherland, and Vice-President, 

Roger Hendey. 
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 to the following thirty new members who have 

joined since the last newsletter (of whom 25 are from our 

“Open House”).  They are in alphabetical order:  

 

Geoffrey & Loris Anderson, Kerry Binnington, Jackie Byrne, Nea Cameron-Smith, Richard 

& Pamela Cooper, Gloria Dunleavy, Maree Doyle, Roger Dunn, John & Sandra Fleming, 

June Faulkner, Sam Gill, Helen Grosert, Bil Hansen, Barbara Hoare, Margaret Lockhart, 

Casandra MacIntosh, Eileen McCabe, Herbert & David Meiklejohn, Juanita Miles, Annette 

Moore, John Pampling, Darrell & Margo Porter, Janice Scott, Penne Taylor, and Meryl 

Williams.   

 

********** 

 

Fourthly, exceedingly Good News.  We are the recipients of a grant (over $6,000) from the 

State Government (Jupiter‟s Casino Community Benefit Fund).  Our successful application 

will enable us to upgrade our computer and office equipment.  It also constitutes a huge 

injection of funds to buy more records and resources.   

 
RECENT PURCHASES TO DATE FROM GRANT MONIES.     
                       

Queensland 

 

      Bulimba (Balmoral) Cemetery Monumental Inscriptions.        CD          

      Dunwich Benevolent Asylum Index 1865-1900; 1901-1907          Microfiche  

       Early Qld Resources 1824–1859 (12 items - Books, Microfiche, CD Rom).  

       Emigrants, Hamburg to Australia 1850-1879         CD                  

Immigrants through the Port of Maryborough, Qld. 1861-1899                        BOOK              

       Qld Early Pioneer Indexes 1824 – 1859.        CD 

       Qld First Free Settlement, Zion Hill 1838-1948              CD  

       Qld Gazetted Licences Index 1860-1901; Qld Intestacies, Insolv. & Wills 1859-1900. CDs 

       Qld Police Gazette 1864-1874; Qld Public Service Index 1864-1948          CDs                

Qld Railway Employees 1889-1940  CD; Qld School Pupils Index, Part 1 to 5.  CDs      

       Qld Unclaimed Letters Index  1860-1874                       CD  

       South Brisbane Cemetery Monumental Inscriptions         CD 

       Toowong Cemetery Monumental Inscriptions        CD  

      

NSW  

         BDMs & funerals Sydney Morning Herald 1831-1853          Microfiche  

         Catholics of NSW 1788-1820                                                             BOOK  

        Census of 1828 NSW                                                                                    CD     

         Free Arrivals & Departures NSW   1788 - 1825                               CD 

         Free Passengers     1825 – 1837                                                                   CD   

           Historical Records of NSW 1762-1811 (7 Volumes)      CD 
         Immigration Indexes.   Unassisted Arrivals to Sydney 1842-57;  

 Immigration Deposits 1853-1900.  Convicts & Employers; Miscellaneous  

 indexes from 1823 to 1860.             Set of 6 CDs                       

          Letters to the Sheriff 5 Jul 1828 – 31 Dec 1850                CD              

 Convict Ships – 1787 – 1868                              CD                                                                                                                                                        
 

 Victoria               

        Passenger arrivals at Port Philip & other Vic. ports (1846)         CD 
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 Australia  
        C‟wealth Electoral Rolls (Qld).  1903, 1913,1922,1934,1941, 1949 & 1959 CDs            

         Single & Free – Female Migration to Australia 1833-1837   BOOK     

         How Did They Get Here – Arrivals after 1924.                   BOOK                 

                 

 United Kingdon 
        A history of Cornwall‟s Great Emigration.                                  BOOK                                             

        Phillimore‟s Parish Registers (Marriages) English Counties -  

         Berkshire;   Cornwall; Durham; Essex;  Gloucestershire; Hampshire;  

        Hertfordshire; Kent; Leicestershire; Lincolnshire; London;  

        Middlesex; Northhampton; Somerset; Warwickshire;  

        Wiltshire;  Worcestershire.                                                       CDs                                       

        Census  - Kent 1861;  Lancashire 1851.               CD                  

        London Marriage Licences 1521 – 1869                                 CD                                   

                                                           

Ireland 
        Census – Clare County 1901                                CD                                     

        Farrar‟s Index to Irish Marriages 1771-1812                       CD                           

        Evicted Tenants in Ireland                                          CD                           

        Cork Parish Registers  1630 – 1800                                    CD                            

        Tithe Defaulters 1831 – 1838            CD   
 

Periodically, with remaining monies for research material, we will purchase more items that 

are also specific to our members‟ interests. 

 

********** 

 

In-Progress Grant Money Activity. 

 

Our existing computers are being upgraded and will provide access to the Internet.  In 

addition, a completely new computer will be purchased and this one will be equipped with 

one of the subscription websites, such as Ancestry.com.    These actions will take us further 

into the Information Technology age and should be of great assistance to our members. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website.   Thanks to the tenacity of our Vice President/Secretary, Roger Hendey, and ably 

assisted by fellow-member Rick Aindow, we now have a functioning website.  Please check 

it out.  Roger is always adding items to it, including latest photographs etc. 

 

   http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite 
 

Associate Membership.   We have renewed our group membership with the large 

Queensland Family History Society, located at 58 Bellevue Ave., Gaythorne, Brisbane. 

Tel:  3355 3369.   With a card from us showing your active membership and number,  

our members can visit gratis their extensive library and use their equipment .   

 

ADMINISTRATION CORNER 
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A limited part of the very extensive research that Pauline has carried out on the family 

history of her husband, George Edward Jones now follows:   

 

George‟s family history goes well back into the 17th Century with links to Dutch ancestry in 

Holland and the Dutch colonies of Surinam and Curacao in the Caribbean.  However,  

because of space limitations, we only include here two English ancestors (father and son) 

from the English Victorian area.   

 

John Frederick Herring, Sr.  (1795 - 1865) 

 

Herring was born in London in 1795, and was the son of a London merchant of Dutch 

parentage, who had been born overseas in America.  The first 18 years of Herring‟s life was 

spent in London, where his greatest interests were drawing and horses.   In 1814, he moved 

to Doncaster in the north of England, where his interests continued.  In 1815, he married 

Ann Harris; their sons John Frederick Herring, Jr., Charles and Benjamin were all to become 

artists, while his two daughters, Ann and Emma both married painters.   

 

Apart from his regular work as a coachman, Herring worked as a painter of inn signs and 

coach insignias.  He spent his spare time painting portraits of horses for inn parlours, 

becoming known as the “artist coachman”.  Eventually, his talent was recognized by wealthy 

customers, and he commenced painting hunters and racehorses for the gentry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1838, Herring Sr. left Doncaster for Newmarket (another racing area) where he spent 

three years before moving to London.   Some years later, he visited Paris, painting several 

pictures, on the invitation of the Duc d‟Orleans, son of the French King, Louis-Phillipe. 

 

J.F. Herring, Snr (1795-1865) (on 

the right) with his brother, Benjamin 

(1806-1830).   

 

Both were celebrated painters of the 

19th Century English Victorian era.    

The Artistic Herring Family. 
Contributed by member, Pauline Jones née Cameron 
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Moving forward, Herring was appointed Animal Painter to Her Royal Highness, the Duchess 

of Kent, followed by a subsequent commission from Queen Victoria, who remained a patron 

for the rest of his life.  By 1853, he had moved to Kent, where he lived as a country squire.  

He then broadened his subject matter by painting agricultural scenes and sporting works of 

hunting, racing and shooting. 

 

A highly successful and prolific artist, Herring ranks as one of the more eminent animal 

painters of mid-19th century Europe.  His paintings were very popular and included 33 

winners of the St. Leger and 21 winners of the Derby.  Herring exhibited at the Royal 

Academy of Art from 1818-1865 and at other artistic institutions.  In his later years, he 

suffered from chest complaints and asthma which took a toll on his life.  Herring died in  

1865 and is buried in Hildenborough, Kent. 

 

********** 

John Frederick Herring, Jr. (1820-1907) also became known for his equine art.  Born in 

Doncaster, he was one of four sons born to John Frederick Sr.   Because of his father‟s 

mastery and popularity with the nobility, John, Jr. was exposed to fine painting and wealthy 

patrons.   John developed a love for painting, a passion also shared by his brothers Charles 

and Benjamin.  All three painted in the same style as their father, often collaborating on a 

single painting.   

 

At some point, his father, feeling threatened perhaps by his teenage son‟s ability and 

growing popularity, John Sr. began incorporating the tag “SR” into his own signed paintings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As John Jr‟s prowess grew, his style changed: he widened his landscape views and included 

farm animals.  Rural scenes were characteristic of his work as shown above.  John, Jr „s long 

and productive life was spent entirely in the Newmarket area. 

 

********** 

The Farmyard  by John Frederick Herring, Jr.   These rural scenes were very 

popular in Victorian England when the rapid industrialisation of England led to 

nostalgia for the timeless rural way of life.                        Source:  Wikapedia. 
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While researching my ancestry on my mother‟s side, I discovered that the tiny rural English 

village of Harefield has played a major part of our family history over the past century, with 

links stretching to the present day. 

 

In the early 1900‟s, my maternal grandfather, Francis ARTIS, a policeman, was posted to 

Harefield where he spent the rest of his career in what must have seemed an idyllic little 

outpost, in stark contrast to his years patrolling one of the most violent parts of Central 

London.  And it was in Harefield that my mother and her 3 brothers and 3 sisters were born, 

and spent their formative years. 

 

Harefield is situated in the London Borough of 

Hillingdon, about 17 miles (27 kms) to the northwest of 

London.  Unlike most of the other London suburbs, it 

has managed to retain to this day much of its rural 

character and charm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The area is blessed with a beautiful 12th century church, St. Mary‟s, and my mother‟s 

parents and many of her family members are buried in its churchyard. 

 

The area is most famous for the local Harefield Hospital, where many of the pioneering heart 

and lung surgery techniques were developed.  As an extra claim to fame, Alexander Fleming 

(the biologist and Nobel Prize Winner for the discovery of penicillin) was Regional 

Pathologist there in 1939. 

 

For such a small community, the churchyard is much larger than is normal, because it 

contains within itself a Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemetery in which are 

buried one hundred and eleven Australian Army soldiers, and one nursing sister, from the 

Great War (1914-18).   So how did they come to be buried there? 

 

At the time of this war, a wealthy Australian, Charles Bill-Leake, owned a large nearby 

property called Harefield Park (on which the present hospital now stands).  He offered the 

residence and its 200 acres of parkland to the Australian Ministry of Defence as a 

convalescent home, for the duration of the war.    

 

LEST WE FORGET 

The Village of Harefield, Middlesex, England 

The ANZAC Connection 
(by member, Roger Hendey) 

St Mary‟s Church 
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Australian policy was that, as far as possible, wounded Australian forces should be cared for 

by Australians in Australian hospitals, and so it was that, in 1915, his offer was gratefully 

accepted and Harefield Park officially became No. 1 Auxiliary Hospital, Australian Imperial 

Forces, ministering to the wounded shipped back from the Western Front and the Gallipoli 

campaign. 

 

Their presence brought home to the local civilian population the reality and horrors of war 

and the wounded soldiers became a familiar sight in and  around the village as they struggled 

back to health and strength. 

 

Many local people took on voluntary work at the hospital, the children (including my 

mother‟s elder siblings) ran errands for them and a real bond was forged between the 

villages and the Australians, which has survived, to this day.   

 

Astonishingly, by the end of the war, some 50,000 men had passed through the hospital and 

it is to the lasting credit of the medical staff that only 98 (considerably less than half of one 

percent) of the patients died.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, in addition to war wounds, the influenza epidemic of 1918 accounted for a 

number of deaths at the hospital - patients and medical staff alike.   Consequently, a total of 

111 Australian men and 1 female nurse are now buried in a dedicated section of St. Mary‟s 

churchyard.   

 

Each and every soldier was accorded a military funeral, paid for personally by the local Lord 

of the Manor, Sir Francis NEWDIGATE, who was a noted public figure with strong ties to 

Australia.  Indeed, it was Sir Francis who, having foreseen that many of the hospital‟s 

patients would not survive their wounds, had already donated a plot of land next to the 

churchyard to extend the cemetery.   

 

For the cortege, the only Union Flag in the village belonged to the local school, and this was  

borrowed for each funeral.  The children were very much affected by these events, and took 

a special interest in tending the graves and placing wild flowers on them.   

 

     The Harefield ANZAC Connection.  To be continued 

The ANZAC section of 

St. Mary‟s cemetery.  
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The Redcliffe & District Family History Group gratefully acknowledges the following local 

businesses who give us their generous support.. 

May I wish all members a Joyous Festival Season and safe 
travelling and look forward very much to welcoming you back in 
the New Year of 2012.      Leonne Willis      28 Nov 2011 


