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Private Edwin Robert Aland, 25th Battalion, AIF 

Born:   Toowoomba, Queensland.  1872. 

Died:    Pozieres, Somme Sector, France.  29 July 1916 

Buried:  Sucrerie, France.  1936 

For his story, please see page 4. 
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311- REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019 

Email address:  leonnesh@optusnet.com.au 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691 (Other hours - 07 3885 3533) 

 

 PATRONS: Hon.  Dean Wells, MLA, Murrumba. 

    Mrs Gayle Sutherland (wife of the Mayor, Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

     

 PRESIDENT/ASST TREASURER Leonne Willis   

 VICE PRESIDENT/SECRETARY Roger Hendey   

 TREASURER     Eva Costello     

  LIBRARIAN      Dianne Hendey   

  COMMITTEE MEMBER   Bruce Darra    

          COMMITTEE MEMBER    Robert Kirkwood  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

Financial Year  1st July 2011 to 30th June 2012 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

  

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Monday of each 

 month at 7.30  pm at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to 

 attend Committee Meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By appointment.   First Monday most months 

 except January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner  

 Maine Rd & Isobel St., Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public  

 holiday on 1st Monday, it can still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself 

responsible for the opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles 

published in this newsletter.  Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History 

organisations have permission to reprint items from this newsletter, providing that the source 

is acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family research.  Copyright remains the 

property of the submitter. 
 

We thank the staff of the Hon. Dean Wells who kindly printed and collated this 

newsletter. 



3 

Administration Corner.    We have received the following letter re Peter Crawley from 

History Queensland.   If you can help, please reply directly to the email address in the letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To our latest members:   Rick Aindow, 

 Gwynneth  Boyce, Lorraine Henderson, Roma 

 Hines, Pauline Jones, Barry Lynch, Jean and    

    Peter Newman, and Walter Rogers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Discover Scottish Church Records      -  C. Paton 

        Getting the Most out of Findmypast   -  R. Kopittke 

  Locating German Ancestors        -  E. Kopittke 

         Organising a Family Reunion        -  L. Berry  

 

 

 Jean and Peter Newman for the donation of a printer and 

computer. 

 

 Rick Aindow for donating 2 CDs.  

  National Gazetteer - Great Britain and Ireland 

    Genealogist England Record Set.  

        

Recent Purchases for our Library 

 

I have found an unknown Australian American Civil War Confederate war 

veteran buried in the Rockhampton Cemetery in Queensland, and I am trying to 

acquire information on him so he can be added to the Australian Veterans 

Memorial website.  Once we complete our story, we also want to acquire a 

marker for his unmarked gravesite. 

 

His name was Peter Crawley.  He was born in England in 1834, served in the 

American Civil War of 1861 - 1865.  He later migrated to Queensland, 

Australia and lived in the Rockhampton area until he died on May 31, 1918 at 

75 years of age. 

 

If you can provide even the smallest of information it would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

James M. Gray 

Commander 

William Kenyon Australasian Confederates Camp 2160 

Sons of Confederate Veterans inc. Australia 

 

email:  jamesmgray@bigpond.com    www.acwv.info. 
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The story of Private Edwin Robert Aland of the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edwin was a married man, with five children, and living in West Street, Toowoomba.  He 

enlisted in August, 1915, and gave his occupation as Labourer and Religion as Methodist.  

Edwin embarked from Brisbane, went first to Alexandria, Egypt and then on to join the 

British Expeditionary Force, which was fighting on the Western Front in Europe.   His ship 

disembarked in Marseilles, France, 27 March 1916. 

 

Private Aland was part of the 25th Battalion, 8th Reinforcement.  Within a year after 

enlistment, Edwin was killed in action, 29 July 1916 in the fierce fighting around Pozieres.  

He was given the British War Medal, Victory Medal and was recorded as “No Known 

Grave”.   Edwin was 43 years of age. 

 

After Death 

 

Records show the following two poignant letters from his wife, Marion.    

 

Her March, 1917 letter to Base Records says “I write to ask if you will be good enough to 

try & find out any particulars of my husband‟s death.    

 

I was certainly notified by an urgent wire signed by Major Darcy that Private E.R. Aland 

3451, 25th Battalion had been killed on the 28th July 1916 & the usual King & Queen‟s 

sympathy etc. on the 8th Sept 1916.   

 

I am just thinking that as most other mothers & wives have been given a few more 

particulars as to burial, disc, personal belongings, undelivered letters in scores etc. I too 

might put in my modest claim for a few particulars, seeing I‟m left with five children to care 

for.   

 

It strikes me very forcibly if “they” get the men they don‟t care a jot what becomes of the 

dependants 

 

 

World War I.  After the successful 2 week battle by the Allies for 

Pozieres, France, Australian soldiers (left of photo) walk past a ruined 

German bunker. 
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My husband, only son MC, & twenty nephews have all gone & this is the treatment I‟ve 

got so far - but it doesn‟t matter.  I don‟t expect an answer to this reply to a common old 

soldier‟s widow.”     

 

 

 

  

On 6 June 1921, Marion again writes to Base Records.  I write to ask you, if you could 

help me find out whether my husband really has a grave or not.  I have not had one item of 

particulars of his death yet - only a pink coloured notice at the time of death - saying he 

was killed at Pozieres July 28, & further particulars would be posted to me as they became 

available.  

 

Evidently they never became available for I have never received any correspondence 

whatever on the matter.  Surely some body must know something. 

 
Footnote to this sad story.  In 1936, Edwin’s remains were discovered and interred in 

Sucrurie Military Cemetary, France.      Source:  Australian War Memorial records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
********** 

Fact File From the Land of Wales 

 

 In the mid 16th century, Wales was annexed to the English Kingdom. Most Welsh 

records are the same as England since 1536, but ancestral research can be more 

difficult, as there are so many entries for the same name.  Also some documents are 

in Welsh and the patronymics system was used. 

 

 95% of Welsh surnames come from only 39 names, including Jones, Davies, Evans, 

Thomas and Williams.   

 

Patronymics Naming System 

 

Example:  Richard Jones; father, had a son: 

   David Richard or David Ap Richard (“Ap” meaning “son of”). 

  If David had a son: he would be: 

   Evan David.  This son would be: Lewis Evan etc. 

 

This system continued into the early 1800‟s.  The IGI uses 1 January 1813 as the cut-off 

date.  Before this, entries are listed using the patronymic naming system. 

 
Other countries that used forms of patronymics in early times include, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 

Holland, Scotland (Mac - son of), and Shetland Islands (Scandinavian influence).  Some others still 

use forms of male and females names, and retain the “son of” and “daughter of” endings.  e.g.  Ivan 

Nikolayevich = Ivan, son of Nikolay (Russian) and Mikhail Petrescu = Mikail, son of Peter.

(Romania). 

Now in 2011, and thanks for DNA technology, more bodies of Australian soldiers 

from World War I are being found, identified, and interred with military honours. 
 

My thanks to Member, Bob Kirkwood, for bringing the story of Private Edwin Aland 

and his wife, Marion, to my attention. 

Editor’s note:  MC is for the Military Cross which his son, Captain Robert Clegg 

Aland received and who survived the war.   
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This notorious goal opened in 1883 and was decommissioned in November 1989.  There 

were 42 executions (hangings) (41 males and 1 female) until the last in 1913.   Their ethnic 

backgrounds were diverse and many religious faiths were represented.  A précis from the 

court records of five of those cases follow:   

 

Jango (age: 17/Aborigine). Place of Origin: Dingo, Qld.   Rape and Murder.  Victim:  

Mrs. Eliza Mills.  On 10 July 1882, Jango assaulted this young woman and seriously 

wounded her in the head with a tomahawk.  Days later she succumbed to her wounds.  

Convicted in Rockhampton, Central Qld. and hanged in Brisbane on 15 October 1883.    

Scotsman James Gardiner and an Aborigine named George convicted of separate crimes 

were also hanged on this day.  These were the first executions carried out in Boggo Road 

Gaol.   

 

Thompson, Ellen (age: 41/white) Place of Origin: Ireland.  Murder.  Victim: Husband, 

William Thompson.   Ellen had instigated her paramour, John Harrison (age: 27/white 

from England) to kill her husband at the Thompson home in Port Douglas, North 

Queensland.   She had first claimed that William had either accidentally shot himself or had 

suicided.  Then the pair claimed that Harrison had shot William in self-defence.  Both were 

found guilty of murder on 6 May 1887 and both were hanged on 13 June 1887. 

 

Sedin (age 24/Asian). Place of Origin: Java. Murder.  After a Malay festival in June 1888, 

Sedin with others ran amok, armed with Malay daggers.  Sedin murdered 3 white men 

(names on file) asleep in their tents near the Malay camp.  A riot then ensued with a mob 

burning down houses of coloured people.  Sedin‟s trial took place in Normanton, North Qld. 

Sentenced on 15 October 1888 and hanged at Boggo Road goal on 12 November 1888. 

 

Twadiga (age: 30/South Sea Islander).  Place of Origin:  Solomon Islands.  Murder. Victim.  

William Baulch.  Age 5 years.  In January, 1906, Twadiga was a contact labourer working 

near Mackay.  Wishing to break his contract, he had words with his employer, Charles 

Baulch.  Later, he came to the Baulch home, armed with a rifle and an axe.  Mrs. Baulch and 

grandson, William, were alone.  Twadiga bludgeoned the child‟s skull with the axe.  He was 

convicted in Mackay and hanged at Boggo Road gaol on 14 May 1906.   

 

Our Troubled Past 

Entrance to Gatehouse, Division 1.  Boggo Road Goal, South Brisbane.  Circa 1920’s.   
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Austin, Ernest (age: 23/White).  Place of Origin:  Victoria.  Rape and Murder.  Victim:  

Ivy A. Mitchell, age: 11 years.  The girl had been visiting friends two miles distant and 

started for home early in the afternoon.  Not returning before dark, her father and brother 

searched and discovered her body in thick scrub at Samford, Brisbane area.  Austin, a farm 

labourer, was convicted on 29 August 1913 and hanged 22 September 1913.  His was the 

last execution. 
. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colton House. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colton House has been a dwelling on the move - several times.  Originally built by the 

Colton family in the early 1880‟s, it proudly stood in the inner Brisbane suburb of 

Wooloowin.  After the last member of the Colton family had passed away, it was bequeathed 

to the Wooloowin Holy Cross Catholic Church.   

 

The church moved the house and operated it as an administration building.  This move 

negated heritage registration which allowed the house to be sold and it was then relocated to 

Narangba where it was rejuvenated and occupied by the Mackay family for many years.  In 

2010, its new owners moved it to its current site at Scotts Point, Woody Point, Redcliffe 

Peninsula.  Some features:   

 

 six inch red cedar boards line the floors, walls and ceilings.   

 The sandstone front stairs are the original stairs from the Cobb & Co workshop in 

Toowoomba.   

 The small building to the right (Scotts Point site) is the original Chermside Police 

Station cell with its original heavy steel door. 
 
Source: With thanks to “Humpybong and After”, Redcliffe Historical Society. Vol. 27 No. 2, March 2011. 

Editor’s Note:  Brisbane Council Records show that all the executed prisoners were buried in South 

Brisbane Cemetery (aka Dutton Park Cemetery).  It is said that, in 1922, Queensland became the first 

entity within the British Empire to abolish capital punishment. 

 

My thanks to Member, Bob Kirkwood, for bringing the stories from Boggo Road Goal to my 

attention.   Source:  “Escape from Boggo Road Goal”, Vol. 1.  Authors Sim & Stevenson. 

Happenings in our “Back Yard. 

Photo taken prior 

to its new site in 

2010 at Scotts Point 

on the Redcliffe 

Peninsula. 
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Member, Marie Rogers née Slaughter, 

continues with her memories of an earlier-

era Redcliffe.   From 1941...... 

 

Sutton’s Beach, Redcliffe was the place for the young people to congregate.  Families 

would picnic there and the younger people would spend Sunday afternoon “jitterbugging” on 

the open-air dance floor.   The younger children played on the swings and slippery-slides in 

the adjacent playground.  These were on the north side of the bathing pavilion (now a 

restaurant).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything was rationed and one needed coupons to buy petrol, clothing, tea, sugar, butter 

and meat.  During these War Years, the U.S. Air Force had a bivouac on my father-in-law‟s 

property.   

 

On the day that two American planes crashed on the Peninsula, my sister, Irene, and my 

husband (who was only a child then) were both in Redcliffe.  One landed in the sea near the 

jetty, and the other crashed into Rossiter‟s market garden (between Josephine and Sylvester 

Streets, Redcliffe *).  I can remember visiting the back-door neighbours of the Rossiters, Mr 

and Mrs. Berry.  Mr. Berry lifted me up so I could see over the fence.  It rather intrigued me 

because I could see the outline of the plane scorched into the ground.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  * Redcliffe Remembers - The War Years  1939 - 1949, ed. 2004 

Sutton’s Beach.  1941-1943.   A local family with a visiting U.S. soldier, Steve.  In the 

background, is the open-air dance floor mentioned above.   

 

During the War Years, at least 1 million U.S. troops moved through the Brisbane area - 

waiting to be shipped north to the Pacific War zone, returning from battle, or working in 

local supporting roles.    

Bell Airacobra plane.  Similar 

to the one that crashed into the 

property at Redcliffe.   Pilot 

Lt. G. Austin died in the crash. 

Morning of July 2, 1942. *  
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Through the eyes of a child, Redcliffe was a very interesting 

place during the war.  As we lived close to the  

beach, we saw many warships, searchlights from Cowan 

Cowan on Moreton Island and other areas, and air force 

planes.  I remember how we could see the pilots when the 

planes came quite low.   

 

One particular day, a plane flew so low over the beach.  My 

friends and I threw ourselves down in the sand because we 

thought the plane would hit us.  The pilot was laughing 

because he thought it was a good joke.   

 

There were air-raid sirens mounted on poles all over the 

place and at regular times they would have practice alarms.   

These had a different tone from the “real thing”.   

 

We lived quite close to Humpybong School and I can  

remember one day when my sister & I were going home 

for lunch.  We were almost there when we heard the air-raid siren.  I said to my sister, who 

was older than me, “That‟s only a practice siren, isn‟t it?” .  “No, it isn‟t” and grabbed my 

hand and dragged me along behind her as we ran the rest of the way home. 

 

My cousin was at the beach with my toddler sister.  My Mum ran down to the beach to get 

her baby.  We sheltered for what seemed to be a very long time waiting for the planes and 

bombs to come.  Eventually, we heard the „all clear”.  It had been a false alarm, some 

unidentified plane, I believe.                          

 

 

 

 At Oxley Point, where the 

amphitheatre now stands, was 

Luna Park Fun Fair.  A 

hexagonal kiosk stood there 

amidst the merry-go-round, 

ferris wheel, dodgem cars, the 

slippery-dip, chair-o-plane and 

stalls. 

 

It was very common for sand-

garden competitions to be held 

on the beaches.   

 

 

 

 

 

The gardens were usually smoothed areas of sand bordered with small shells, and decorated 

with sea-weed, coral, flowers or whatever we could find.    To be continued........ 

 

 Source:  Redcliffe Remembers - The War Years 1939 - 1949, ed. 2004. 

Pilot. M. Sponenbergh.   His 

plane crashed into the sea and he 

was rescued by fishermen in a  

boat.  See previous page.    *   

Redcliffe‟s Luna Park complete with Ferris Wheel. 
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From our new member, Rick Aindow,  the following:   

Here are 2 „must have‟ web sites that should be in your „Favourites or 

Bookmarks folders‟. 
1.   Search Billions of records for free with Mocavo.  How it works is that they search all genealogy 

websites for results on the names you enter.  TIP.  Always use the „Advanced Search‟ facility. 

 

2.  „Standard Finder‟ (SF) by FAMILY SEARCH.  Did you know that there are more  

than 3,481 derivations of the name KATHERINE and 941 for MARY!   

 

You can search for a standardised name, date or place based on your  input.  SF will present the 

standards that will be used in future releases of new FamilySearch.  Try out your  historical and 

current entries and understand how the syustem will interpret your input.  Use filtered results to see 

that the best match would be or uncheck filtered results to see all the possible standards. Use the link 

labs.familysearch.org or go to the family search site <familysearch.org> and scroll downto the 

bottom of the page and click on LABS, then scroll down to the Standard Finder. 

********** 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick’s Tips 


