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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

ABN 92 598 691 311 - REGISTERED CHARITY 

Library Address: Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, Clontarf. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, MDC, Clontarf, Qld. 4019, Australia. 

Email address:  leonnesh@ozemail.com.au 

Website: http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Valley/1899/index 

Website: http://www.redcliffenow.com.au 

Library Phone Number:  07 3889 3691 (Other hours -  07 3885 3533)  

 

 PATRONS: Hon.  Dean Wells, MLA, Murrumba 

    Mrs Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

 PRESIDENT:    Leonne Willis   

 HON. SECRETARY   Sheena Miller   

 HON. TREASURER   Sheena Miller      

 COMMITTEE MEMBER  Bruce Darra    

 COMMITTEE MEMBER   Doug McNeice   

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  

 

 New Membership Joining Fee   $  6.00 

 Family Membership      $ 40.00 

 Single Membership     $ 35.00 

 

 Financial Year  1st July to 30th June 

 

 LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 (Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the last Monday of each 

 month at 7.30 pm.  Members are very welcome to attend. 

 

 RESEARCH NIGHT.     By arrangement.  First Monday most months except 

 January and July at our Library, Clontarf Beach Scout Den, corner Maine Rd & 

 Isobel St., Clontarf.   Plenty of off-street parking.  If a public holiday on 1st 

 Monday, it will still be a Research Night. 

 

 NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First 

 Settlement City Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of 

 March, June, September and December. 

 

Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the 

opinions expressed or statements made the contributors of articles published in this newsletter.  Unless 

an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission to reprint items from this 

newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged and it is used for the purpose of family research.   

Copyright remains the property of the submitter. 

  

We thank the staff of the Hon. Dean Wells who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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Annual General Meeting - 5 July 2010.  

 

A motion was put forward on 31 May 2010 that our Group (the Redcliffe & District Family 

History Group Inc.) be disbanded.  This motion was discussed at the AGM and it was 

unanimously decided that we should continue.  New Office Bearers and Committee 

Members were subsequently elected and their names and phone numbers appear on page 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kudos. 

 

A huge acknowledgement of Doug McNeice‟s past efforts on behalf of our Family Group.  

He remains as Committee Member and Assistant Newsletter Editor.  Doug will be visiting 

his family in N.S.W. for some months but, as General Douglas Macarthur once said, “I shall 

return”, so shall Doug McNeice.    

 

Members are invited to come along to the Library for cake and refreshments at 10 a.m. on 

Tuesday, 27 July to wish him happy and safe travels;  as well as to offer him best wishes on 

his upcoming 90th birthday. 

  

Guest Speaker - Lady Mary Teviot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 20 Nov 2009, our Family History Group hosted Guest Speaker, Lady Mary Teviot, who 

spoke at length on the history of keeping Parish Records in the United Kingdom and other 

matters concerning the Births, Deaths and Marriages of the U.K. and Wales. 

 

As seen above, there was an audience of seventy-eight people  They came from various 

regional Family History groups, including the Sunshine Coast and Gympie.  Lady Teviot 

remarked that it was the largest audience she had spoken to in Australia. 

 

Grateful appreciation is now extended to our previous Management Committee who 

have given unstinting leadership and support to our organisation over many years.   

They are Sandy Burrell (President), Cheryl Salisbury (Hon. Secretary), Doug McNeice 

(Hon. Treasurer and Newsletter Editor), Val Clark (Librarian) and Rhonda Simpson 

(Committee Member). 

 

All have indicated that they will maintain their support, and offered their best wishes for 

our future endeavours. 
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Many thanks go to members Margaret Hamilton, June and Mal McDonnell, Doug McNeice, 

Daphne Simpson, Rhonda and Mark Simpson.  Their help, in making the event the success 

that it was, included - refreshments, cleaning, general mechanics and logistics.   Well done! 

 

 

 

 

- Updating the Library Resources Inventory.   

 

 The current list needs an upgrade; after which a number of copies will be made.  This 

 will enable each member to have a copy to take home and peruse at their leisure. 

 

 With a grant in 2007 from the Redcliffe City Council, we purchased some additional 

 research items (mostly family history C.Ds).    

 

 Doug McNeice considers our particular strengths include shipping, cemetery  

 records and convict records.  Evidently, we have virtually everything that has  

 been published relating to convicts, including the musters up to 1828 which also  

 detail non-convict settlers.  In addition, we have the usual BDMs from the  

 Australian states and other places. 

 

-  A definite “Must” is more funding to improve our library resources and also  

 find ways to make research easier and quicker.  Members with fund-raising  

 ideas will be most welcome.    

 

 

 

 

 

-         New Membership.   Letters with the history of our Group and our new   

 Management Committee details will be sent out to re-engage with our fellow  

 community groups and other organisations.    

  

 In the meantime, we have welcomed over the past months, the following 

 new members, Mrs E. Costello, Mr. R. Edwards, Mrs M. Lucas, Mrs M. Roper, 

 and Mrs A. Sheriffs-Jones. 

 

 

 

   

 Subject to receiving more funds, we are encouraging our members to come forward 

 with ideas as to what additional resource items they would like to see in the Group‟s 

 library.   Also, we wish to canvas everyone as to the following matters which have 

 been raised:  

 

  -  changes to the hours and days the Library is open 

  -  a different location  

  -  accessing the internet  

   

 Any other suggestions?   We are always open to discussion.   

Current and Going Forward Activities. 

A recent conversation with a friend who was born in Redcliffe, and had 

lived almost all of her life here in Redcliffe did not know of the existence of 

our Group.    We need more visibility etc.    L. Willis (editor ) 

Wish List and Suggestion Box  
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 Members are invited to submit a story (one page maximum) and photo (if available) 

 about an ancestor or ancestors.   Below is our first story. 

 

Alice Gillis was born on 17 Aug 1856 on the Wallan 

Creek run (Condamine River).   Her parents, William 

and Jane Gillis (formerly Bridgeman) née Eyles were 

working there on Boggandilla sheep station. 

 

Her father, periodically, sought employment  around 

Western Queensland.  When living at Gowrie Little 

Plain (near Toowoomba) she accepted a marriage offer 

from John Plant (an Anglican Irishman from County 

Cavan). He was farming at nearby Highfields but they 

married in 1872 in Warwick (some 100 miles away).   

 

Their marriage certificate notes that she was 21 (not her 

real age of 16) and John was 30 (actually 41).  Perhaps 

her parents were not in favour of their union. 

 

John Plant (born 10 Jan 1831) had arrived into Moreton 

Bay on the Phoebe Dunbar along with a younger 

brother, James.  The young men worked hard as 

contractors to the Toowoomba council..  They cleared 

and stumped some of the main streets of Toowoomba - Ruthven and Hume and the Drayton 

race course circuit.  They brought out the rest of their family - their father Samuel and 

siblings Samuel, Catherine, Eleanor (known as Ellen). 

 

Children came in fairly quick succession - John, Samuel, William, Jane, Ellen.  However, in 

May 1883, John died after a riding accident leaving Alice pregnant with another baby 

(James).  No government benefits being available in those days, Alice made money by 

washing the clothes of workmen from a timber mill in Geham.  She did this in a local stream 

despite the very cold winter weather.     

 

At the mill, a Norwegian immigrant (Jules (Hugh) Anderson) worked as an engine driver 

and he offered marriage to Alice.  He and Alice would have seven children, Matilda, 

Thomas, Ethel, Sydney, Ward, Malcolm and Francis.  All survived to adulthood; most 

married and had children with the exception of Sydney who was killed in WWI and Francis 

who never married. 

 

Of Alice and John‟s children, all survived (except William who died young).  They married 

and had children.   Both Alice and John were buried in the historic Cabarlah cemetery (near 

Highfields).  A more complete account of their lives is found in the Nov 2002 publication, 

“More Pioneers in Petticoats - Rosalie Shire”.     Leonne Willis, great-granddaughter of  

Alice and John Plant. 

 

Heritage Happenings. 

Alice Gillis before her marriage to  

John Plant. 
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 Do you have a particularly difficult mystery concerning your family tree?  Why 

 not, give us a short paragraph and we will include it in this section.  After all, our 

 newsletter goes to many other Family Groups and, who knows, one of their  

 readers may be able to help. 

 

 We are starting with the following: 

  

O’Leary Daniel and Elizabeth and their children Annie, Mary and Denis. By the mid 

1860‟s Daniel and Elizabeth were in Queensland.  Daniel and Elizabeth were both Irish-

born.  Daniel born possibly in Cork but their birthdates are unknown; likewise their arrival in 

Australian is unknown.  As it is said, “they must have swum”.   

 

Daniel died in 1889 and lies in Caboolture cemetery.  Elizabeth died in 1900 and is buried at 

Goodna Cemetery.   Their 3 children were - Annie (oldest) was believed to be born in Kent; 

birth details unknown.  She married John Olsen and is buried at Gatton cemetery 1912. 

Mary believed to be born in Ipswich, Qld.; exact birth details unknown. She married John 

Brown from Liverpool and is buried at Toowong cemetery 1910.   Denis’s birth, marriage or 

death details are unknown.   Looking for information to clear up the unknowns and possible 

contact from O‟Leary descendants. 

 

Olsen, John and Annie (née O’Leary).   They had the following 4 children who 

survived into adulthood. John Henry died in 1914 at Laidley. Annie Elizabeth m Adolf 

Carl Zillman.  Annie died 20.12.1947 buried Laidley Cemetery.  Mary Cecily born 1893 

died 11.5.29. and Lucy born c. 1895.  Looking for information and contact from any Olsen 

descendants.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 Doug’s lighter moments: 
 

 1. Bills travel through the mail at twice the speed of cheques. 

 

 2. Junk is something you‟ve kept for years and throw away three weeks before 

  you need it.  (How true!). 

 

  

   

Heritage Mysteries 

 

If you recognise your family or can help with information etc., please contact 

 Research Officer, Redcliffe & District Family History Group, Inc.  

  P.O. Box 3122 MDC, Clontarf Qld. 4019, Australia. 

or email : leonnesh@ozemail.com.au 
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 Regarding Our Newsletter. 

 

 Due to the changeover of committee members and other matters, there has been a  

 delay in the publication of our newsletter.  We apologise and hope to do better in the  

 future.   Our thanks go out to Rhonda Simpson who distributes those newsletters, on 

 the Peninsula, which are not sent by email.    

 

 If there are members who wish their newsletter to arrive by email, please contact me 

 (Leonne Willis) at leonnesh@ozemail.com.au or by phone 3885 3533.   

 

  

 

 Newsletter Readers. 

 

 We receive a considerable amount of newsletters from other Family History Groups 

 and they can be a “mine” of information.  

 

 In the past, some members have been reading them and extracting items which they 

 deem would be of interest to our readers.  With appropriate acknowledgement, this 

 information is then published in our newsletter. 

 

 Two of those members are Mr and Mrs Malcolm and June McDonnell and our 

 thanks are extended to them - not only for assisting in the compilation of the 

 newsletters but also for their help when Doug McNeice has been away.  Matters such 

 as mail collection and, being part of the library roster, are indispensable to the smooth  

 running of Library operations.  Once again, many thanks. 

 

 I ask now that if there are any members who could assist in these readings and/or  

 Library operations, please contact me.  This help can be on a temporary basis and will 

 be much appreciated as we go forward meeting our new challenges. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 The following two “Historic Happenings” are items of interests that have occurred in 

 our region and others will be included on a periodic basis. 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Notes. 

 

Historic Happenings 
in our “Back Yard” 
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AHS Centaur, WWII. 

 

In a surprise attack, on 14 May 1943 (at approx. 4 a.m.) this hospital ship was torpedoed by 

a Japanese submarine off Moreton Island near Redcliffe.  It sank within a matter of minutes 

and its resting place remained a mystery until now.   

 

On 20 Dec 2009, it was located - about 50 kilometres (30 miles) off the southern tip of 

Moreton Island and at a depth of 2069 meters (6177 feet).   With modern technology, it took 

just one week after decades of speculation and fruitless searching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the map below (bottom right), an X marks 

the approximate spot of the wreck.   Its 

proximity to Redcliffe and Brisbane can be 

seen.   

AHS Centaur with its Red Cross  

clearly marked.    There were just 68 

survivors out of the 332 men and women 

aboard. 

Sister Ellen Savage, the only nurse 

out of twelve to survive the disaster. 

In 1979, the submarine which sank the Centaur was identified as Number I-177 and its  

Commander H. Nakagawa.  He died in 1991 without admitting guilt nor his reason for 

the attack. 
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Edward (Ted) Smout (1898 - 2004) was Queensland‟s last 

surviving World War One veteran.   He was a former resident  

of the District (Sandgate) and his wife was a Redcliffe girl.   

 

Ted served in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) in the medical 

corps section in France and Belgium.   

 

 

 

 

 

Of note, is his eyewitness account of the last moments of life of the legendary German ace 

pilot, Manfred von Richthofen, (more usually known as the “Red Baron”.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 It was 21 April 1918 and a low-flying aerial combat was 

 occurring above the sector controlled by the AIF.  The 

 German plane suddenly made a semi-controlled landing and 

 AIF soldiers, including Ted Smout, rushed to the site.  

 

 

 

 

It was the Red Baron and he was still alive.  Later, Ted would report that he heard him say a 

final word, “kaputt” (ruined/smashed/broken).   Investigation showed that the crash had not 

killed him but a single 303 bullet, fired by an AIF soldier from below, had hit him in the 

chest with fatal consequences.   

 

Ted said that he did admire Richthofen‟s fine leather knee boots and his Iron Cross (seen in 

photo) but resisted the temptation to souvenir them.  Somehow, however, these items did 

come to Australia and can be seen in the National War Memorial in Canberra.    (Ed. note.  

Thanks to member, Bob Kirkwood for bringing this story to my attention). 

 

During Ted‟s lifetime, he received many awards, including Australian Citizen of the Year 

(1979)  and France‟s Legion of Honour in 1998.    

 

 On 11 July 2010, a local honour was bestowed on Ted when a new bridge - the Ted Smout 

Bridge - was opened.   This one is the third bridge across Bramble Bay to connect Redcliffe 

Peninsula to the Brisbane side and it now becomes the longest bridge in Australia. 

 

 

 

Manfred von Richthofen 

in his official military 

photo.  1917. 

Ted before his death in 

2004. 
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Westall notes that “Dad would be „tickled pink” with this new bridge and that his father  

used to watch the Hornibrook Bridge (above) being built in the 1930‟s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Final Note. 

 

 We look forward to receiving feedback on matters contained in the previous pages and, 

 in closing, offer one more of Doug‟s lighter moments. 

 

 

********** 

 

  An elderly man was the last patient in a doctor‟s waiting room.  He  

  complained to the receptionist, and was finally ushered into the surgery 

  where the doctor apologised for the long wait. 

 

  “It‟s not the wait that bothers me, son,” said the old man.  “I just thought 

  you would have preferred to treat my ailment in its early stages.”  

 

 

       ********** 

Ted Smout‟s son, Westall 

Smout.  In the background 

is the first bridge which was 

opened in 1935. 
 

From the Redcliffe & Bayside 

Herald, 7 July 2010. 

Left is the new Ted 

Smout bridge (2010) 

with the Houghton 

Bridge (1979). 


