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Signaller Dallas “Dal” Ryan.  The last surviving member of 
the 11th Light Horse Regiment and one of the last surviving 
Australian veterans of the First World War.   
 
Our Member, Murray Ryan, is the son of Dal Ryan and he has provided 
information for his father’s story which is featured on pages 4-6.  
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Redcliffe and District Family History Group Inc. 

Library Address:  Clontarf Beach Scout Den, Cnr Maine Road & Isobel Street, 
Clontarf.  Plenty of off-street parking. 

Postal Address:  P.O. Box 3122, Clontarf MDC, Qld. 4019, Australia. 
Secretary’s contact email address:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/newredcliffefamilyhistorysite/home 
Email:  rdfhg2012@gmail.com 

 

PATRONS:  Mr. Luke Howarth, MP, Federal Member for Petrie 
    Mrs. Gayle M. Sutherland (wife of Mayor of Moreton Bay 

     Regional Council) 

 

 

President       Cheryl Salisbury  3284 3444 

Vice President      Sam Gill    0468 354 776  

Treasurer      Ted Flack    3885 8678 

Secretary      Joan Flack    3885 8678 

Librarian & Newsletter Distribution Penne Taylor   3284 9603 

Almoner       Dianne Hendey    3293 0567 

News Editor      Leonne Willis   3885 3533 

 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 
Financial Year 1st July 2019 to 30 June 2020 

 
New Membership Joining Fee  $ 6.00 
Single Membership           $35.00 

    Family Membership            $40.00 
 
LIBRARY HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

(Closed for end of year school holidays - mid December to end January.) 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS.  Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 

11:00 am at our Library (address above).  Members are very welcome to attend general 

meetings to submit ideas for discussion.    
 
NEWSLETTER.   Members will receive a copy of our newsletter, “The First Settlement City 

Gazette” by e-mail or by “snail-mail” during the months of March, July and November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  The Redcliffe & District Family History Group Inc. does not hold itself responsible 

for the opinions expressed or statements made by the contributors of articles published in this 

newsletter.  Unless an article is marked copyright, Family History organisations have permission 

to reprint items from this newsletter, providing that the source is acknowledged.  

We thank the office staff of the Federal Member for Petrie, Mr. Luke 

Howarth, who kindly printed and collated this newsletter. 
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                 To our new Member Diana Borger  

 

1.   Gow’s Family Day at their Great Northern Garden of Remembrance in Deception Bay held 
on  Sat 28 Sept.  Many thanks go to Cheryl Salisbury, Ted Flack and Bob Kirkwood for attending 
on our behalf.  Although not as well visited by the public as in the past, our Group did receive three 
completed forms with family information attached plus one subsequent email.  All three requested 
assistance on obtaining further information.    
 
Our subsequent research followed and results were emailed to the enquirers; together with 
invitations to attend our Group at our library in the Clontarf Scout Den and the free workshop to be 
held at Redcliffe Council Library.   One enquirer kindly donated $100 for the research received.   
 

2. “Getting Started on your Family Tree.  Sat. 5 Oct Workshop, Redcliffe Council Library.  
Sincere thanks go to the many Members who helped with the necessary assistance in holding this 
workshop -  Helen Ellis, Joan Flack, Sam Gill, Ken Graham, Bob Kirkwood, Monica Lucas, 
Mariann Matthias and Cheryl Salisbury with a special mention to Ted Flack for the organising, 
advertising and presentation.  Member Rick Aindow and his wife also attended and he spoke to 
those present about Ancestry.    
 
It is noted that a number of telephone enquiries were also received from interested persons who 
were unable to attend on the day.  
 

3. St. Peter-the-Fisherman Church Craft Day, Clontarf.  Sat. 19 Oct.  Our thanks go to  
Member Diana Borger for her kind invitation to promote our Group here.  Cheryl, Ted and Joan 
attended and provided pertinent information to the people who came to this event.   

 

4. Sadly, since our last newsletter, two of our Members have suffered bereavements    Kevin 
Jaques, twin brother of our Member and former Almoner, Mary Ludlow, has recently passed away.    
Also, John Miller, the husband of our Member, Sheena Miller, has died after a recent illness.  Some 
years back, Sheena was instrumental in keeping our Group ‘open’.  Our very sincere condolences 
have been sent to both families.  
 

5.  Library.  President Cheryl, has updated our “What’s New on-Line” Resource booklet.  She 
adds it was put together using information from the magazine, “TRACES - Uncovering the Past”, 
which she receives four times a year.   She encourages Members to utilise this excellent booklet.   
 

6. Frank Chappell, a current Member, has sent word he has moved to Tasmania and now he 
lives in walking distance to a family history group.  He is very happy and also sent his best wishes.  
 

7. DATES TO REMEMBER:   
 Sunday, 1 Dec 2019.  Kippa Ring Lions Charity Day Gate Collection. 
 

 Thursday, 12 Dec 2019.  Christmas break-up morning tea (from 10.00 am ) during and  after 
 December General Meeting. 
 

 Our Library will be closed from 12.30 pm Thursday 12 December and will re-open at  

 9.30 am on Tuesday, 28 January, 2020.   

 
     **********         
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Dallas “Dal: Ryan (1896 - 1995).   As noted in our previous July newsletter, Murray Ryan’s 
grandparents were John Ryan and Matilda Jarrett.   One of their children (Murray’s Dad) was Dallas 
“Dal” John Ryan.      
 

Early Years.    Dal was born in Ballina and, after leaving school at the age of fourteen years, he 
worked in the outdoors which he loved.  He also enjoyed fishing and excelled at shooting.  From 
1911, he was employed by the Postmaster General (PMG); a department of the federal 
government which later took the name of Australia Post.  At the Ballina Post Office, he learned 
telegraphy.   Later, Dal worked for the NSW Government Railways; being part of the work force 
in constructing tunnels in the NSW area around Kyogle.   
 

World War One Years.  In 1917, when Dal was in Queensland, he enlisted in Brisbane in the 
Australian Army and was placed into a Signallers Unit.  On 3 September 1917, he embarked on 
SS Kyarra and, six weeks later, arrived at the reinforcement camp 
at Moascar, Egypt.   Shortly afterwards, he was sent to Zeitoun 
Camp near Cairo where he was trained in operating various kinds 
of signals including the heliograph, telegraph, flag and morse code. 
 
 
 
 
 
In December 1917, after completing this course, as Signaller Ryan, 
Dal was attached to the 11th Light Horse Regiment - one of three 

regiments which made up the 4th Light Horse Brigade.   

 

One of his WW1 recollections was when the brigade was riding 
through the desert, it came to an oasis with a large grove of orange 
trees.  There they found an entire German military band hiding in 
the grove.  While the Aussie horsemen rested, slaked their thirst 
and ate oranges, they made the band play to them.    

 
 
 

 Charge at Semakh, Palestine.  This would be 
 Dal’s most memorable WW1 experience.   
 

 August 1918 - 4th Brigade was issued with swords 
 and given special training as a cavalry troop.   
 

 A month later, in the early hours of  25 September 

 this Brigade was sent to capture Semakh; a fortified 
 and strongly entrenched town located at the 

 southern end of Lake Tiberias (the Sea of Galilee).   

 
 This town was significant due to its position on the 
 Damascus railway line and was heavily defended 
 by German and Turkish troops.  
 
 
 

Photo of Aussie soldiers at Giza pyramids.   No doubt, Dal 
would have visited this area being so close to Zeitoun Camp.  

Semakh is marked by an arrow. 
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The assault began with a mounted cavalry charge and Dal, who was in ‘A’ Squadron,  took a 
bullet through his hat.   
 
 
 
 
Close quarter combat then ensued 
throughout the town and the railway 
station.   
 
It involved fierce fighting, from room to 
room, with bayonets and swords until, 
finally, the town was captured.       
 

Aftermath of Charge. 

 

Australian side.  17 Australians dead.   27 wounded.  Nearly a quarter of their horses were 
killed; mostly from machine gun fire from Turkish guns in the initial phase of the charge. 
 

Other side.  Killed 98 (mostly Germans).  Captured.  365 (German and Turkish Troops). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Canberra, at the Australian War Memorial, there is a mention of Signaller Ryan in a scene 
depicting the Semakh charge.    
 

Each regiment had about 400 - 500 
soldiers.   This is a photo of men 
and their horses in the desert.  

Charging Light 
Horsemen. 

The Semakh Charge would be the last engagement for the 11th Light Horse 
Regiment.  Records show that this regiment contained a large proportion of 
indigenous troopers.   
 

One of those who fought at Semakh was Frank Fisher, the great-
grandfather of Cathy Freeman, the Olympic sprinter.  The Australian 
Light Horse Association has plans to erect a statue to the Aboriginal riders at 
a museum in Semakh. 
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Still in Egypt.   After war’s end in November 1918, Dal Ryan remained here for months and was called 
upon to help quell the Egyptian riots of 1919.   Whilst there, for three months, he suffered through bouts 
of malaria and dysentery and underwent treatment in various hospitals.  Finally, Dal was given clearance 
to go home.  He arrived back in Sydney and was discharged from the forces on 24 December 1919; just 
two days before his 23rd birthday on Boxing Day.   
 
Post War Years.  Dal returned to the Northern Rivers area and worked in the timber industry; cutting and 
hauling large logs to a nearby mill.  In the cane-cutting season, he cut cane around the district.  As we say 
in Australia, it was all “hard yakka”.   
 
Prior to moving to Brisbane, Dal spent time in Sydney working racehorses.  In Queensland, Dal worked 
during the cane-cutting season in the Tully/Innisfail area.  Then, in 1927, he  joined the QGR (Queensland 
Government Railways).  In 1941, the family moved to Laidley where he worked as a signals maintenance 
officer and would stay with the QGR until retirement in 1962  (age 66 years).   
 
Post QGR.  After “retirement”, Dal campaigned for a 
swimming pool in Laidley which now bears his name.   
For years, he was here as manager and also coached and 
ran the swimming club.   

 Dal never drove a car and rode a bicycle 
 everywhere.   For years, Dal kept on 
 working in the Laidley shire.   
 

 
On farms, he picked vegetables (potatoes and onions).  For the council, he was a part-time caretaker of the 
showgrounds and racecourse.  Dal actually retired when he was 86 years old.   
 
Personal Note.  In Brisbane, in 1938, at age 42, Dal married Annie Vernor Burns Pattison (1907 - 1989). 
Annie was born in Scotland and, as a six-year old, she came out with her family to New South Wales.  By 
trade, her father was a butcher and he continued, as such, in Australia.   Eventually, they moved from  
Glen Innes to Brisbane.   
 
As the family story goes, Annie and Dal’s paths crossed when she was selling her Dad’s pies at a local 
cinema.  They would have four sons and two daughters - in birth order - Peter (b.1939), Marion (b. 1941), 
Murray (b.1943), Elizabeth (b. 1946), Geoffrey  (b.1947) and Christopher (b. 1949).   
 
Political Note:  In Queensland’s Lockyer District, Dal was campaign manager for Bill Hayden.  In his 
time, Bill had been a leader of the Labor Party (1977-1983), a cabinet minister in the Whitlam and Hawke 
governments and also a Governor-General of Australia.  
 
At the age of 98 years, Dallas “Dal” Ryan died on 6 September 1995 and, as per his wishes, his ashes were 
scattered in Shaws Bay, East Ballina; one of his favourite fishing spots.  
 
Source:  1) Ryan Family Records.  2) Wikipedia  3) Australian War Memorial records. 

 
 

********** 
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The Life and Times of Emily Meredith (1863 - 1921).   

The following information has been compiled from a biography 
written by her son, Charles William Roberts, and edited by our 
Member, Edmund (Ted) Flack.    
 
Emily Meredith is Ted’s great-grandmother and Charles is Ted’s step-
great-uncle.  Edith’s story will illustrate parts of her life and the 
lifestyle of the period in which she lived.  
 
Early Years.  Emily Meredith was born on 27 July 1863 at 
Withington near Manchester, Lancashire.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Her parents were Charles and Alice Ann Meredith née Stuttard.  From this marriage (which was Charles’s 
second marriage), they would have four daughters; Caroline (1860), Emily (1863), Alice (1865) and  
Ada (1869).  
 
Emily and her sisters spent some years in this area, first in Withington and then in Whalley Range.  By 
1876, the family had relocated to South Shore, an area in the town of Blackpool, where they lived in a 
house called “Seafield”.  This move was probably necessary due to her father’s failing health.   
 
“Seafield” was a large Victorian red brick 
house with bay windows overlooking the sea 
with stables and a coach house at the rear. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
South Shore Life.   The Meredith Family 
were extremely musical.  Emily’s father, 
Charles, subscribed to nearly all the large 
Manchester concerts and had collected an 
extensive library of music and many musical 
instruments.    
 
All the daughters could play the piano and, some of them, two or more instruments.  Invitations to their 
musical evenings were much sought after.  Ada was a most accomplished pianist, while Emily sang 
solos, took the lead in choral songs, or accompanied her father when he sang.   

Emily Cockshutt née 
Meredith (1863-1921) 

Map showing area and some 
towns mentioned in this story. 

Seafield House in 1952.  It had 
become a private hotel and was 
midway between South Pier and 
Manchester Square.   
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The Merediths were great disciples of etiquette.  The four sisters had to lie flat on the floor for 30 
minutes each day to straighten their backs and were taught to sit and walk properly.  They always sat 
upright in a chair and were never seen to cross their legs in public.   
 
Education and Art.  All the Meredith sisters attended the School for Young Ladies in South Shore 
which was run by Mr and Mrs. Borowski.   The curriculum included Art and Languages (French and 
German).  It soon became apparent that Emily had a great gift for Art - her drawings and paintings 
showed early talent; possibly inherited from her maternal line.  Several family members showed great 
artistic skill; leaving no doubt that the Stuttard family had a natural bent towards Art. 
 
Ada, the youngest sister, had been delicate since childhood.  So, many times, Mrs. Meredith, Emily and 
Ada, would winter at Cannes on the French Riviera.  Here, Emily joined an Art Circle and her skill in 
pencil and brush increased very rapidly and she became well known as one of the leading artists in the 
Cannes area.  She painted in oil, water colour and on various surfaces including porcelain. Her paintings, 
sketches and porcelain dishes are now in the possession of some of her descendants.   

 
 
 Assuming that numbers count, it 
 appears that Emily’s favourite medium 
 was water colour.   
 
 She painted many English country  
 scenes, but her best works were painted 
 during those holidays in the South of 
 France.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Royal Academy.   At the time Emily lived, no woman was allowed to commercialise her Art and were 
not even encouraged to submit paintings for the Royal Academy.   It is truly believed by her family there 
is no doubt that, today, her Art would have given her a good living and many of her paintings and 
drawings would have been accepted by the Royal Academy. 

 
First Marriage.  Emily met Edmund Cockshutt, son of her father’s friend, Joshua Cockshutt (possibly 
in 1887).  Edmund had a good baritone voice and soon the duets between Edmund and Emily became a 
feature of family entertainment.   
 
Their feelings deepened but, initially, there were objections to marriage.  The Merediths were staunch 
Anglicans and the Cockshutts were an old Roman Catholic family.  Objections were overcome and 
Emily and Edmund were married the following year (September 1888) in St. Cuthbert’s church, South 
Shore.  They took up residence in Bamber Bridge, near Preston.  There were three children from this 
marriage, Alice (1889) Margaret (1891), and Edmund (1893).   
 

Edmund Cockshutt.   A solicitor by profession, Edmund was involved in his father’s business in 
Bamber Bridge until that failed in 1889.  There are several contemporary newspaper notices referring to 
bankruptcy and sales of property.   It seems that, unfortunately, his father’s water-driven cotton mill 
could not compete with the newer steam-driven cotton mills. 
 
In 1894, the family moved to Nelson.  Family anecdotes suggest that his now failing health was due to 
his business mismanagement, gambling debts and alcoholism.  At any rate, he decided to travel alone to 
the West Indies for possible employment.   
 

Cannes in the 1880’s,  Port and 
Boulevard.   
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The sad ending to his story can be deduced from his death 
certificate.  In June 1904, in the Union Poor House in the 
Parish of St. Andrews, Jamaica, Edmund succumbed to 
Phithisis (tuberculosis).   He was aged 42 years.   
 
 
 
 
Before Edmund departed for Jamaica, he set up a 
guardianship for his wife and children with two friends - 
Samuel Davies, Solicitor, in Nelson and Smith Roberts, 

Bank Cashier.   The latter will now be included in 
Emily’s story.   
 
Smith Roberts (1872 - 1943).   Being appointed as a 
guardian to Emily and her children, no doubt, she came to 
know Smith Roberts quite well.  He was a steady and 
respectable member of the community. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  In the year after Edmund’s death, Emily and Smith  
 married in Hornsby in September 1905.  Their age difference 
 seemed not to matter - she was nine years older.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr and Mrs Roberts took up residence in Brierfield, 
Lancashire and soon Smith was promoted to Chief Cashier of 
the Manchester and County Bank in Nelson.   Their only 
child, a son, Charles William, would be born in late 
December 1905.   Emily was then aged 42 years.   
 
Final Years.   Emily’s health had been failing since her son’s 
birth and she was now suffering from frequent bronchial 
attacks.  The family moved back to the sea in the hope that 
the sea air and more gentle climate would be beneficial.   
That was not to be.  She developed a complaint which was 
known then as “creeping paralysis”.   In modern terms, 
“locomotor atraxia”; a form of autoimmune disorder.   
 
In March 1921, Emily passed away peacefully in Lytham.  It was said that she always saw the best side 
of everyone.  She loved the bounty to be found in nature and the simple things of life.   

 
********** 

Edmund Cockshutt  (1862-1904) 

Smith Roberts (1872-1943). 
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