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IN THIS ISSUE 
 

The Wends were a small slavic tribe which inhabited 
the area called Lusatia, centred on the city of Cottbus 
in eastern Germany.  

Groups of Wends sailed to the Australian colonies 
from 1848 and settled in Victoria and South Australia. 

The Domaschenz family were ethnic Wends that 
settled in Peters Hill, South Australia. 

 

 

Matthes Domaschenz, his wife, Christiane Gardi and 
their two-years old daughter, Christiane sailed on the 
brig CESAR & HELENE on its first voyage to South 
Australia in 1857. 

 

 

In February 1885, the Domaschenzs, Noacks, Modras, 
together with other Wendish families embarked upon 
a trek from Peters Hill, South Australia to Horsham, 
Victoria - The Great Trek East. 

 

 

Anna Domaschenz 1860-1946 was a 1st generation 
Australian of Wendish stock.  She was a pioneer across 
three Australian colonies. 

 

Domaschenz People – Anna Domaschenz’s parents, 
sibling and children each have a story. 

 

Domaschenz Places – The Domaschenz family and 
their connections settled in various places in the 
Australian colonies and states. 

 

 

The Central European Special Interest Group aims to 
bring together QFHS members with at least one 
Central European ancestor and facilitate discussion on 
related family history topics. 
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The articles in this issue of Die Mitteilende are extracts from a paper written by Sharon Burke née 
Aird to provide her family with some background on one part of their family history. 

“Family was amazed at the story, having no previous knowledge of the Wends or their ancestors. 

They learnt a lot about history and how hard their ancestors’ lives were.  They marvelled how 

courageous and hopeful they remained, despite the challenges they faced.  We could all learn a lot 

from them, including in our current circumstances.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Discussion Paper includes extracts from historical documents and the popular press of the day which may contain outdated cultural 

depictions and racial stereotypes.   

The material in this Discussion Paper may include the comments of third parties, which do not necessarily reflect the views of the author 

or the members of the Central European Special Interest Group.  Neither does it indicate their commitment to a particular point of view, 

nor does it recommend a certain course of action. 
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THE WENDS

 

Map of the Kingdom of Prussia and the German Empire - showing the location of Cottbusi 

THE WENDS or Sorbs are the smallest Slavonic nation 
(including Poles, Czechs, Russians and other Slavic 
peoples), descended from the Slavonic tribes, who during 
the migration of peoples around 600AD, settled in the 

territory between the Rivers Oder/Neisse and Elbe/Saale 
and between the Baltic Sea and the East German 
mountain secondary chains.ii  The German city Cottbus is 
the main centre for the Lower Wends.   

 

Lower Lusatia, showing Cottbus, Werben and the Spreewald. 

About 250 families came to Australia from this area.iii 

THE WENDS have inhabited the area called Lusatia in 
eastern Germany for over 1,500 years, and in earlier 
times their territory was much larger and included Berlin, 

which was originally a Wendish settlement.  The Wends 
in Germany are bilingual in Wendish and German and 
have their own distinctive culture and customs.iv 
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Groups of Wends sailed to Australia from 1848 onwards, 
with the peak of arrivals being in 1858.  They settled at 
Hope Valley, then Peters Hill in South Australia, as well as 
Westgarthtown and Thomastown in Victoria.  They 
tended to integrate with German settlers and over time 
inter-married and became part of their communities.v 

Domaschenz is listed as one of the surnames of Wends 
arriving to settle in Peters Hill.  Members of other Wend 
families, including the Borrock, Lange, and Noack families 
inter-married with the Domaschenz family members; and 
later joined them in moving to other States. 

Why did the Wends emigrate?  Like other emigrants, the 
reasons for leaving Europe were multiple, including 
poverty, escape from conscription and war, religious 
differences and intolerance, and the hope for a better 
lifestyle in newly developing countries.  The largest 
migration was in 1853-4 after the great European famine 
of 1848 and the consequent revolutions.   Agents for the 
new settlements in Australia were encouraging people to 
emigrate, and many were motivated by family members 
who had emigrated before them, writing home with 
glowing reports of their new lives.  

For example, Matthes Schwartz wrote a letter to 
Germany in 1864 reporting that “the people here are 20 
times better off than in Germany” but in regard to mail, 
he wrote “I wanted to send you money but I heard that 
the letters do not get there”.   

Letter submitted by David Simmon 

Newsletter of the Friends of Peters Hill Church Inc. September 2006.vi  

Many early pioneers who had arrived and settled in South 
Australia soon moved to Victoria (as did the Domaschenz 
family), as their families expanded, and land was made 
available.  This established a close connection between 
these two states.  Some, like the Domaschenz family, 
moved to the Wimmera-Mallee region in Victoria, some 
moved to the Walla Walla and Henty districts in New 
South Wales and some later moved north to Queensland 
(which the Reimers-Domaschenz family eventually did).  

This pattern of Wendish internal migration and 
settlement clearly illustrates the growth of Australia’s 
expanding agricultural frontier and the contribution 
made by the Wendish migrants across these four States.vii 

Pastor Rupert Burger noted that overseas Wends 
maintained the appearance and characteristics of their 
forebears, being hardy, strong-boned, and stocky with 
the fourth generation noticeably taller than their fathers.  
Most have brown wavy hair.  They also have a great 
capacity for enduring pain and hardship, are determined, 
not easily discouraged, loyal, energetic, and ambitious – 
all characteristics needed and valued by our early 
pioneers.viii 

Wends love trees, orchards and thriving, colourful 
gardens, with well-kept avenues lined with stately trees 
leading up to their homesteads.  Their pantries were filled 
with home-made jams and preserved fruits and their 
cellars with hams and smoked hams.  Home –baked bread 
was a specialty.   

They were fond of singing and became leaders of local 
choirs and brass bands, and women loved to display their 
needlework.  They were adept at languages, with most 
being bi-lingual on arrival and trilingual over time.ix  
Young men were serious-minded, and girls possessed a 
sunny nature.  Laughter came easily to them, with their 
humour directed mostly at their own foibles and 
weaknesses.x   

The Wends are emotional people, more like their 
Southern European neighbours, and they have a strong 
streak of mysticism, characteristic of the Slavic races.  The 
spirit world was very real to them,xi though this was 
discouraged by the Lutheran Church, of course. 

As with many of the pioneer families, the Wends raised 
large families, with a dozen being more the rule than the 
exception.  Many of the early Wend settlers, especially 
the women, lived to a great age.xii  This was despite 
multiple births, famine, disease, and hard physical labour, 
as well as the lack of medical facilities, medications, and 
vaccinations. 

Wendish settlers were known for their devout lives and 
their desire to impart their faith to their children, 
regardless of cost or effort.  They also supported the 
missions of the church, displaying zeal in bringing the 
faith to others.xiii  A remarkable percentage of those 
entering the Lutheran ministry were of Wendish 
background, including Anna Domaschenz’s son, Theodor 
Reimers.xiv 

Wendish people strongly valued education.  Some 
became prominent in music and medicine.  A great 
number were drawn into the educational world.  Very 
few entered public life or engaged in business.xv 

Many Wend descendants are unaware of their Wendish 
heritage, and all that it embraces, indicating the 
successful integration of this small minority group into 
the fabric of Australian society.  Anna Domaschenz’s 
great-granddaughter, Sharon Burke née Aird was 
unaware until 2019. 

It is important though to learn more about the Wends 
and their significant contribution to the development and 
growth of Australian society.  
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CESAR & HELENE

 

Sketch of the Cesar & Helene Brig.  19th century xvi 

The CESAR & HELENE of the Johann Cesar Godeffroy Line 

was a brig of burden 120 C.L. and dimensions 112' 6" x 25' 

9" x 14' 10".   

The ship was built in 1855-56 in the Godeffroy shipyard 

at Reiherstieg, in the Port of Hamburg, and was 

commissioned on the 8th May 1856.  She was the second 

Godeffroy vessel to carry the name Cesar & Helene. 

The CESAR & HELENE was just over a year old when it 
undertook its first of three voyages from Hamburg to 
South Australia.   

The passengers were predominantly from Prussia and 
Lusatia.xvii   

The CESAR & HELENE departed from Hamburg on 16 June 

1857 and arrived at Port Adelaide on 21 September 

1857.xviii   

After leaving Adelaide, the ship sailed to Madras, East 

India before returning to Hamburg in 1858.  

The brig CESAR & HELENE was destroyed by fire in New 

York in 1864.xix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthes Domaschenz, his wife, Christiane Gardi and 
their two-years old daughter, Christiane sailed on the 
brig CESAR & HELENE on its first voyage to South 
Australia.  The Domaschenz family sailed as steerage 
passengers, below the decks.xx 

The 13-years-old Maria Auguste Dreckow from 
Werben was listed as a single passenger.  She was 
probably chaperoned by Matthes Domaschenz and his 
wife, Christiane as the latter and Maria Auguste’s 
mother were sisters. 
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THE GREAT TREK EAST TO VICTORIA - 1885
Friedrich Noack and Friedrich Modra made a trip to the 

Horsham area of Victoria, possibly to visit family 

members and to assess the farming possibilities there.  

Friedrich Noack had married Christiane Domaschenz 
in 1873 and Friedrich Modra had married Christiane’s 
younger sister, Mary three years later. 

Land was available and they were impressed by the 

prospects of successful farming on larger properties.  The 

1870s had seen significant economic and demographic 

growth in Horsham.  The wheat industry was developing 

and the land there was fertile, so they decided to move 

their families and settle there, taking up land selections.  

Geoffrey Blainey noted in his History of Victoria, that 
the Victorian railway building boom of the 1870s 
enabled large-scale wheat production to begin in the 
Wimmera.xxi   

During this period a foundry, a hospital, and the 
Horsham Agricultural Society were established, with 
the first Horsham Show held in 1876. 

In February 1885, the Noacks, Modras, Domaschenzs 

together with other Wendish families embarked upon 

their long trek east from Peters Hill to Horsham, Victoria.   

Many other German families had preceded them and 

many subsequently followed them to take up wheat 

farming farther east.  This movement of people from 

South Australia to Victoria was one of the most unique 

migrations of German farmers, mostly Lutherans from 

South Australia, who travelled east in covered wagons 

along with their families and herds of cattle to settle in 

the Wimmera district of Victoria.  Blainey wrote that 

"nothing in Australian history so resembles the opening of 

the American west as this trek of farmers to the Victorian 

plains in the 1870s." xxii 

The journey of approximately 654 kilometres, would take 

about eight and a half driving hours today.  It was 

undertaken over at least four weeks, with horse-drawn 

wagons carrying belongings and family members walking.   

They would have had to contend with many challenges 

along the way, that would have been unfamiliar to them 

- rough tracks, tides on beach “roads”, inclement 

weather, insects, a lack of food and water, injuries and 

illness; crossing creeks (sometimes flooded) and 

travelling through unknown lands, unpacking and 

camping overnight, then packing up again to face another 

day of walking.  Hopefully, they also experienced 

hospitality and friendship from other settlers living along 

the route. 

A biography of Friedrich Noack and his wife, Christiane 

includes a valuable description of this pioneering journey. 

It was written by Louise Christiane (Annie) Noack, who 

was a mere 21 months old when their Trek took place.  

She recalled what her parents had later told her about 

their Great Trek East: 

After a sale at Peters Hill, Friedrich with his family left 
Peters Hill in February 1885.  They travelled in two 
wagons, one being an English wagon with shafts and the 
other a German wagon.  They travelled through Tarlee, 
Hamley Bridge and Templars to Concordia, where they 
joined Friedrich Modra and his five wagons.  These seven 
horse-drawn wagons, with Friedrich as Captain, went 
through Gawler and Paradise to Adelaide.  

There, Christiane (nee Domaschenz) Noack with her 
children Heinrich and Louise Christiane (Annie) and some 
members of the Modra and Reimers families boarded the 
boat “Flinders” and sailed to Kingston SE.  Those with the 
wagons then proceeded east through Hahndorf, Mt. 
Barker, Wellington, where they crossed the River Murray 
on the ferry, Meningie on Lake Alexandrina, along the 90 
Mile Beach to Kingston S.A. 

The two parties joined together at Kingston and the 
combined group continued on through Lucindale and 
Naracoorte and then into Victoria.  They travelled on the 
southern side of Mount Arapiles, they camped at 
Sherwood’s dam and then moved on through Natimuk, 
where years later Fred would live as the Natimuk 
Lutheran Pastor.  They crossed the Wimmera River at 
Quantong, and Friedrich bought some watermelons at a 
Chinese garden located near the bridge.  They then went 
through Vectis and Horsham to McKenzie Creek, just 
south of Horsham. 

The rate books of the Shire of Wimmera indicate that 
their land was in the parish of Bungalally in the electoral 
district of Horsham and the numbers of the two 
allotments were 220 and 224.  The owner of the land is 
given as the Crown and its size as 267 pasture acres.  
Improvements were fencing and dwelling.  The land lies 
between McKenzie Creek and Norton Creek and between 
the two blocks lies Plush Hannans Road.xxiii 
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Map showing the Great Trek East to Victoria, with the wagon track and the ship journey shown in red.xxiv 

 

A pumping station which drew water from the Wimmera River to northern towns in the Wimmera.  Wimmera. 1885 xxv 

This photo taken at the time of “The Great Trek East to Victoria,” shows how flat the Wimmera plains were and their 

suitability for wheat growing. 
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Anna Domaschenz 

DOMASCHENZ Anna  
 Riverton, S.A. 11 March 1860 
 Daughter of Matthes Domaschenz and 

Christiane Gjardi 
 Tanunda, S.A. 13 September 1946, 

aged 86 
 Tabor Lutheran Cemetery,Tanunda. 

S.A..  

 Horsham, Vic. 24 September 1886 to 
August Heinrich Reimers 

 

Children: 
 Maria (Mary) Anna Reimers 1888-

1981 
 August Heinrich Reimers 1889-1889 
 Friedrich Wilhelm Reimers 1889-1889 
 Elsa Ida (Edie) Reimers 1890-1977 
 Martha Emma Reimers 1893-1990 
 Esther Sophie Reimers 1896-1898 
 Theodore (Theo or Ted) August 

Reimers 1898-1955 
 Carl Heinrich Otto (Henry) Reimers 

1900-1976 
 

 S.A.: Riverton, Peters Hill, Blyth 

 Vic. Horsham 

 Qld. Darling Downs 

 S.A. Tanunda 

 
 House Duties 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A correspondent sends the 

following particulars of an 

extremely painful case — Henry 

Bothmann, a German, aged 46, 

embarked for this colony with a 

family of nine children some few 

months ago. 

He sold everything he possessed, 

and realised the sum of £80.  Just 

before the vessel sailed a Jew 

money-lender came on board and 

represented to him that he would 

lose money if he did not change 

the German notes he had before 

leaving.   

He accordingly took a cheque for 

them, but upon arrival here it 

proved valueless, and the family 

landed penniless.   

 

ANNA DOMASCHENZ 
1860 – 1946 

Pioneer across three Australian Colonies. 

Anna Domaschenz was born in Riverton, South Australia, the fourth child of Matthes 
Domaschenz 1821-1899 and Christiane Gjardi 1829-1875, natives of Werben 
(Spreewald), Brandenburg in the Kingdom of Prussia.  She was born three years after 
her parents immigrated to the Colony of South Australia. 

Matthes Domaschenz, his second wife Christiane and their two years-old daughter (and first child), Christiane 
sailed from Hamburg to Port Adelaide in steerage on the Johann Cesar Godeffroy u. Sohn Co. brig CESAR 

& HELENE, departing 16 June 1857 and arriving on 21 September 1857.xxvi  

Anna Domaschenz’s family moved around over several years.  They moved from 
Riverton 40 miles farther north to Blyth (1861); then back south to Peters Hill (1863), 
10 miles east of Riverton; then 60 miles south to Blumberg (1867), and finally north 
again to Peters Hill (1869).  In each town an additional child was added to the family.  
The family established themselves in Peters Hill and remained there a further 16 years. 

Anna’s mother, Christiane died at Peters Hill on 3 April 1875 at the age of 46, leaving 
her husband, Matthes with seven children still at home, ranging in ages from 6 to 18.  
She was buried locally at the Huppatz Cemetery.  Anna’s father, Matthes remarried 
three years later.   

The year after her mother died, Anna Domaschenz’s youngest sister, Caroline drowned 
(1876).  She was four moths short of her eighth birthday. 

In 1885 the Domaschenz family including Anna accompanied the Noacks, Modras and 
other Wendish families in resettling in Victoria.  Anna Domaschenz’s older sisters, 
Christiane and Mary had married Friedrich Noack (1873) and Friedrich Modra (1876) 
respectively. 

See the article entitled “The Great Trek East to Victoria – 1885.” 

The 26-years-old Anna Domaschenz was married in Horsham, Victoria on 24 September 
1886 (the year following the Great Trek) to the 24-years-old August Heinrich Reimers, 
the son of August Reimers and Margaretha Christina Rebecca Braasch 1843-1897.  
August Reimers was born in Elpersbüttel, Holstein on 30 September 1863.   

Anna and August were married in the “Schleswig” home of Anna’ sister, Marie and her 
husband, Friedrich Modra.  It was a double wedding.  Anna’s younger brother, Matthes 
married August’s half-sister, Auguste Bothmann 1867-1932 the same day. 

August Reimers widowed mother, Margaretha married Heinrich Bothmann 1836-1884 in Holstein in the mid-
1860s and they had (at least) eight children including August’s half-sister, Auguste. 

The entire family including August’s maternal grandmother, Christina Braasch (born) Spiess 1812-1883 
emigrated from Holstein steaming on the CATANIA, departing Hamburg on 4 November 1882 and arriving 
in Port Adelaide on 3 January 1883.   

Oma Christina died the following month and patriarch, Heinrich Bothmann died mid-January 1884, two 
months before Margaretha had their ninth child.   

Margaretha Bothmann (born) Braasch would have relied on her two oldest children, the 20 years-old August 
Reimers and the 17 years old Auguste Bothmann to shoulder some of the family responsibilities after her 
husband death, especially as they were one of the German families that trekked east from South Australia.   

Anna and husband August Reimers had four children in Horsham between 1888 and 
1890: a girl, Maria Anna 1888; twin-boys, August Heinrich and Friedrich Wilhelm 1889; 
and a girl, Elsa Ida 1890.  The boys did not survive.  The couple had two more children 
in Woorak, about 45 miles north-east of Horsham: Martha Emma 1893 and Esther 
Sophie 1896. 



   Die Mitteilende 
 

Volume 22 | Number 5 | 25 September 2020       10 

Poor Bothmann died on Saturday 

morning, after suffering for a 

fortnight from typhoid fever, in 

Park-street, Hackney.   

The poor widow has done her best 

to gain a livelihood by going out 

charing, but is in great distress; 

and the worst trouble of all is that 

she is expected to be confined 

daily.   

The case is one well deserving the 

sympathy of charitable persons. 

Mr. Glivier, of Seventh Avenue, 

East Adelaide, Mr. Scarce, of 

Gilbertown, and Mr. Stephenson, 

of the Hackney Hotel, Hackney, 

will be glad to receive donations in 

aid of the widow, and 

subscriptions may also be sent to 

this office. 

South Australian Weekly Chronicle  
(Adelaide, SA : 1881 - 1889), Sat 26 Jan 1884, page 8 

The Bothmann Case.— In 

reference to the paragraph 

headed 'A Painful Case,' 

published in the Register of 

January 22, we have been shown 

a duplicate copy of the agreement 

made between Mr. C. A. Mathei 

and the late Mr. Heinrich 

Bothmann. The document has 

been obtained from Mrs. 

Bothmann.  

It may be mentioned that Mr. 

Mathei, who, we are now 

informed, is a German, and not a 

Jew, was, at the time the paper 

was drawn up, acting as ship's 

broker for Messrs. Sloman & Son, 

of Hamburg, and in that capacity 

received from Bothmann £45 in 

cash as part payment for the 

conveyance of himself and family 

to Australia. The price payable 

was £96, but in lieu of the balance 

Mr. Mathei accepted the transfer 

of Bothmann's right to eight land-

orders on their maturing. By his 

death, of course, one land-order is 

lost. 

The fact is that for what was 

practically a loan of £51 the sum 

of £103 was contracted to be paid, 

the element of risk being death or 

departure from the colony. 

South Australian Register 
(Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900) Fri 1 Feb 1884 Page 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the 1890s and 1900s, there were severe droughts in the Wimmera District, as well as significant 
flooding in 1889.  The District also suffered a number of epidemics through the late-nineteenth and into 
the twentieth century.  Typhoid was prevalent in the 1880s and 1890s, and into the first decade of the 
1900s.   

These experiences (droughts, floods and epidemics) could have contributed to the couple’s decision to 
move to Queensland; as well as their hope of establishing an improved lifestyle with more land, better 
soil and improved prospects for farming.   Notwithstanding, Anna and August Reimers were leaving most 
of their extended families including Anna’s father, Matthes and step-mother, Anna for a new community 
over a thousand miles away.  

The Reimers family comprising Anna, husband August and their four daughters: Mary, 
Elsa, Martha and Esther moved from Victoria to the Darling Downs, Queensland before 
March 1898 where a son, Theodore was born.   

This was another long trek.  August may have travelled earlier to establish their farm, 
as Anna was reported to have accompanied the Maroske and Proposch families to the 
Downs.xxvii  It is not clear how they travelled to Queensland.  However by this time, 
railways, coaches and coastal steamers were providing transport within and between 
the colonies.   

There were already many German settlers on the Darling Downs; and in 1891 a generation after the first 
wave of agricultural settlement, there were 4,286 professed Lutherans on the Downs, 10% of the regional 
population and 18% of all Queensland Lutherans.  Many of these settlers had come directly from 
Germany.xxviii   

Theodor August Reimers was born at Cawdor, Highfields, Queensland on 27 March 
1898.  He was known as Theo or Ted.  Sadly, the almost two years-old Esther Reimers 
died on 12 July 1898.  Another son, Carl Heinrich Otto (Henry) Reimers was born two 
years later on 11 August 1900.  All the children attended local schools.  Theo attended 
the Greenwood Provisional School, which was opened in 1907. 

The Reimers family became members of the Greenwood Lutheran Church 
congregation, and remained devoted Lutherans and active community members.   

 

Reimers Family c. 1920.xxix 
Standing:  Edie, Henry, and Anna   

Seated:  Ted, Mary, August, and Martha 

August Reimers was a church elder and in a, which was  newspaper article in 1909 was 
reported to have presented “a beautifully illustrated address” to the Silverleigh 
Lutheran congregation, speaking in appreciation of the departing Pastor Nichterlein, 
who was leaving for health reasons.xxx  The Reimers family lived and farmed at Boah 
Peak in 1903, which was later renamed Silverleigh, adjacent to the locality of 
Greenwood; and then Lagoon Creek, which was later renamed Acland.  They bought 
this land in 1908 and were living there until at least 1937.   



   Die Mitteilende 
 

Volume 22 | Number 5 | 25 September 2020       11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Reimers half-brother, Freidrich (Fred) Peter John Bothmann 1879–1970 settled on the Darling 
Downs as well, living at Boah Peak, near Meringandan (1903-1913), which was later renamed Silverleigh, 
Highfields. 

In 1913 Mary Reimers returned to live in Victoria with the Reichelt family at Lorquon 
near Nhill.  A year later she married a local Jeparit farmer, Henry Schulz. 

In 1916, Ted Reimers left home to commence theological studies in Adelaide.  He 
matriculated in 1924 and returned home early the next year.  

In 1925 Edie Reimers left the darling Downs to undertake missionary work in Central 
Australia.  Fourteen years later she married in Gawler and settled down at Angaston, 
South Australia with her husband, Samuel Lange, a farmer. 

After leaving school Henry Reimers worked the Silverleigh farm with his father, August. 

 

Reimers Family 
Standing: Mary, Ted, Hanna Martin (Ted’s future wife), Martha, Henry, Edie 

Seated: August and Anna.  Child not identified.  c. 1918  xxxi 

Of the five Reimers children who reached maturity, the three girls all married, but only 
the youngest girl, Martha had children (three).  The two sons, Theo and Henry had one 
child each.  Anna Reimers born Domaschenz had five grand-children in total. 

See the article entitled DOMASCHENZ PEOPLE for short bios on Anna Domaschenz’s parents, siblings 
and children. 

 

 

Edie, August, Ted and Anna Reimers. c. 1925xxxii 
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Anna Reimers in later years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anna Reimers was widowed at the age of 66.  August Reimers died on 25 June 1926, 
aged 62, the year after his son Ted’s return from Adelaide and about the time his 
daughter, Edie left to undertake missionary work.  Up until the time of his death August 
had been working on the family farm with his youngest son, Henry.    

After August’s death, Anna Reimers continued to live on the farm with her son, Henry.  

Sometime after 1937, Anna Reimers moved back to South Australia, living at Basedow 
Road, Tanunda with her daughter, Edie and husband, Samuel Lange.xxxiii  Anna would 
have enjoyed reacquainting herself with family and friends from her early life, well 
supported by her daughter. 

 

Standing: L to R, Edie Lange, Hanna, Anna Reimers, unidentified woman, Naomi Reimers, 
Seated: unidentified man (possibly Samuel Lange, Edie’s husband).  South Australia c. 1944xxxiv 

 

Naomi Reimers is Anna’s grand-daughter, Theo Reimers’ daughter, and Sharon Burke nee Aird’s mother. 

Naomi wrote “Grossmutter - Dad’s Mother” on the back of the photograph on the left.xxxv 

Naomi remembered her “Grossmutter” as a quiet and gentle person, who would come and stay with her 
family as a change from the farm at Acland. .  She remembered that she had a fairly solid build, moved 
slowly, smiled gently and rarely spoke, and then softly.  She said, “Her piety and faithfulness to the church, 
her care and love for her children ,and her humble and willing services, are virtues that will long be 
remembered.”  Her mother, Hanna also told her that Anna and August were quiet, gentle people, who 
never said an unkind word or spoke harshly, and were highly regarded within the community.xxxvi 
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Anna Reimers (born) Domaschenz died at Tanunda on 13 September 1946, aged 86, 
more than twenty years after being widowed.  She was buried in the Tabor Lutheran 
Cemetery, Tanunda, South Australia.  Anna Domaschenz had outlived all of her siblings. 

 

Anna Reimers born Domaschenz.  Memorial Inscription 
Tabor Lutheran Cemetery, Tanundaxxxvii 

 

 

As told by Sharon Burke, Anna Domaschenz’s 1G Grand-daughter: 

“Anna Domaschenz, my maternal great-grandmother, was born during the early 

years of South Australia’s settlement, three years after her German Wendish parents 

had migrated to Australia.   

She is a fine example of a first generation Australian Wend, who lived a long and 

challenging life. 

She experienced droughts, floods, an earthquake and a tornado, as well as long 

journeys across state boundaries with horse drawn wagons, seeking an improved 

lifestyle.   

Anna assisted her husband, August Heinrich Reimers, in building prosperous farms 

and raising their large family, losing three of their eight children in infancy.   

Along with extended family members, Anna and her husband pioneered new 

communities and moved States seeking better opportunities.   

Anna maintained contacts with her extended family across Australia throughout her 

long life and she lived to the age of eighty-six.” 

 

 

 

 

 

This short biography of Anna Domaschenz and the related articles was written by Sharon Burke née Aird 
[Queensland Family History Society Inc. Member No. 5245 
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PEOPLE – DOMASCHENZ FAMILY
MATTHES DOMASCHENZ 1821-1899 

Matthes Domaschenz was born in Werben (an estate in 

Spreewald), Brandenburg, Preussen on 27 September 

1821 and he was baptised two days later.  His parents 

were Georg Domaschenz 1778-1846 and Marie Sciewjak 

1791-1871.  The family were ethnic Wends, a west Slavic 

tribe. 

Domaschenz is a Wendish surname.  Its etymology is unknown, 
although the “doma-” means “home” in both the Russian and Czech 
languages.  Both originated from the Latin, “domum.”  The Wendish 
surname Domasch is a variation. 

Matthes Domaschenz was married in Werben on 11 

February 1854 to Christiane Gjardi, the daughter of 

Mattes Garde 1796-1855 and Anna Kowla 1796-1859. 

Matthes Domaschenz was a Büdner or small farmer in 

Werben. 

Matthes and Christiane Domaschenz had two children in 

Werben: Christiane 1854; and an unnamed stillborn baby 

1856-1856.  

Matthes Domaschenz, his wife Christiane and their two 

years-old daughter (and first child), Christiane sailed from 

Hamburg to Port Adelaide in steerage on the Johann 

Cesar Godeffroy u. Sohn Co. brig CESAR & HELENE, 

departing 16 June 1857 and arriving on 21 September 

1857.xxxviii  The Domaschenz family were one of the many 

Wendish families, who migrated to Australia in the 19th 

century, seeking a freer and more prosperous way of life.   

The Domaschenz family was probably encouraged by other Wendish 
families known to them who had migrated and settled earlier.   

Letters were sent home from the emigrants, encouraging extended 
family members to join them in the new and prospering settlements 
of South Australia.  Only free settlers were welcomed; there were not 
any convict settlements and farming land was available.  

Four of Matthes’ nine siblings immigrated to South Australia at 
different times, whilst the remaining five stayed in the homeland. 

Initially the Domaschenz family lived at Gawler, north of 

Adelaide in South Australia, where a group of Wendish 

families had already settled.   

Gawler was South Australia's first country town, and the oldest 
country town on the Australian mainland.xxxix 

After the birth of their third child, Mary in Gawler (1857), 

Matthes and Christiane moved 35 miles farther north to 

Riverton where their fourth child and third surviving 

daughter, Ann was born (1860). 

Riverton is a small town in the Mid North of South Australia, in the 
Gilbert Valley. It is situated on the Gilbert River, from which the town 
derives its name.xl 

A fifth child and only son, Matthes was born in Blyth 

(1861), a farming community also in the mid north, about 

40 miles north-west of Riverton. 

Blyth is about eight miles west of the renowned Clare Valley and 80 
miles from Adelaide.  

A sixth child and another daughter, Louisa was born at 

Peters Hill (1863), nine miles east of Riverton. 

Peters Hill sits atop a north-south ridge.  The surrounding country 
supports grazing on the higher peaks and dry grain farming on the 
slopes and plains.xli 

Four years later a seventh child and fifth daughter, 

Gracciana was born at Blumberg (1867), 60 miles south 

and situated in the heart of the Adelaide Hills. 

Blumberg is a town near Adelaide, South Australia.  Prussian from 
Züllichau settled in the area. It that the town is named for Groß 
Blumberg, a village on the Oder River in the settler's area of origin. 
Blumberg was renamed Birdwood because of anti-German 
sentiment in 1917.xlii 

Two years after that Matthes and Christiane were back in 

Peters Hill when their eighth child and sixth daughter, 

Caroline was born (1869). 

It was in St. Peter Lutheran Church at Peters Hill (1873) 

that Matthes and Christiane's eldest daughter, Christine,  

married Friedrich Noack, whose family were Wends and 

had lived in the district since 1856. 

Sadly, two years later Christiane Domaschenz born Garde 

died at Peters Hill on 3 April 1875 at the age of 46, leaving 

her widowed husband, Matthes to care for six children 

ranging in ages from six to 17.  She was buried locally in 

the Peter's Hill Huppatz Lutheran Cemetery. 

Matthes second eldest daughter, the 18 years-old Marie 

married Friedrich Modra at Gawler 12 months later 

(1876). 

Tragically, Matthes’s youngest child Caroline drowned six 

months after that (1876).  She was 7 years, 8 months old. 

Matthes Domaschenz was on familiar terms with Anna 

Borrack 1831-1899, also a native of Werben and whose 

family were among the founders of Peters hill and had 

emigrated from Prussia three years earlier than the 

Domoschenzs.  Three years after Christiane’s death, the 

56-years-old Matthes married the 47-years-old spinster, 

Anna at Peters Hill on 16 February 1878. 

In February 1885, the Noacks, Modras, and Domaschenz 

family together with other Wendish families embarked 

upon their long trek east from Peters Hill, South Australia 

to Horsham, Victoria.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Valley
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Matthes and Anna Domaschenz eventually settled at 

Hopetoun, Victoria.  The locality in which they lived was 

later called Kenmare. 

Anna Domaschenz (born) Borrack died in Hopetoun on 11 

November 1899 and Matthes died the following day.  A 

double funeral was held, and they were buried together 

in the Hopetoun Cemetery, east of Rainbow, Victoria.    

Matthes Domaschenz's five surviving children had large 

families, with all five of them having ten or more children, 

despite losing some children as babies and older children.   

This was common at the time, as early settlers faced infectious 
diseases, there were no vaccinations and there was a lack of medical 
care.   Babies and children were particularly vulnerable. 

The families all worked, farmed, and settled in Victoria for 

at least seven years.  Matthes Domaschenz and his 

children all lived and farmed in the Wimmera and became 

part of the community.   

Christiane and her husband, Friedrich Noack; Matthes 

Domaschenz and his wife, Auguste; Louise and her 

husband, August Dymke; and Gracciana and her husband, 

Harry Reichelt all remained in Victoria.   

Maria and her husband, Friedrich Modra eventually 

moved back to South Australia.  

Anna and her husband, August Reimers and their family 

move to the Darling Downs, Queensland, although in 

later years Ann moved to Tanunda, South Australia to live 

with her daughter, Edie Lange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   Die Mitteilende 
 

Volume 22 | Number 5 | 25 September 2020       16 

1. CHRISTIANE DOMASCHENZ 1854-1931 

Christiane Domaschenz was born in Werben (an estate in 

Spreewald), Brandenburg, Preussen on 27 July 1854.  She 

celebrated her third birthday on board the ship CESAR & 

HELENE that brought her to South Australia with her 

parents in 1857. 

Christiane Domaschenz was married in St. Peter Lutheran 

Church, Peters Hill, South Australia on 21 February 1873 

to Friedrich Noack 1848-1932, the son of Johann Freidrich 

Carl Noack and Anna Hondow.  Noack’s family were 

Wendish and had lived in Peters Hill since 1856. 

Peters Hill may have been named for William Peter, a Scottish 
grazier who in 1841 pioneered European settlement in the district.  It 
is possible it may have been originally named "Petatz Hill" after 
Martin Petatz, a Wendish settler who owned a nearby property. 

In 1885 the Noack family accompanied the Modra family, 

the Domaschenz family and other Wendish families in 

resettling in Victoria.   

See the article entitled “The Great Trek East to Victoria – 1885.” 

Initially, Christiane and her husband, Friedrich Noack and 

family of five children farmed at McKenzie Creek, south 

of Horsham.  However, the heavy, dark soil did not drain 

well in wet weather, so they moved to Hopevale near 

Rainbow in Victoria in 1892. xliii  

Christiane and Friedrich Noack had six children, three 

boys and three girls, but lost one daughter in early 

infancy, and another, a son, at the age of twenty-one.   

In 1916, they took up residence with their daughter, Mrs. 

R. Gersch of Vectis South, 10 miles west of Horsham. 

Christiane Noack (born) Domaschenz, aged 76, died in 

Vectis East on 10 June 1931, “having ailed” for about 

seven years.xliv  Her husband, Friedrich died 16 months 

later. 

 

Friedrich and Christiane Noack’s gravestone in Quantong Cemetery, 

Vectis, Victoria.xlv 

2. <UNNAMED> DOMASCHENZ 1856-1856 

Matthes Domaschenz’s wife, Christiane gave birth to an 

unnamed daughter in Werben, Brandenburg, Preussen 

on 21 March 1856.  She died within hours of her birth.
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3. MARIE DOMASCHENZ 1857-1925 

Marie Domaschenz was born in Gawler, South Australia 

on 8 November 1857  

The family then moved farther north.  Marie’s sister, Anna was born 
at Riverton, almost three years after their parents’ arrival.   

Riverton too was a relatively new settlement then, having been first 
settled in 1856 along the bullock tracks to Burra.   

Marie Domaschenz was married in Peter Hill, South 

Australia on 10 March 1876 to Friedrich Modra 1850-

1936, the son of Matthes Modra and Christiane Kukawa.  

Fred Modra was a native or Werben, Brandenburg in the 

Kingdom of Prussia. 

In 1885 the Modras family accompanied the Noack 

family, the Domaschenz family and other Wendish 

families in resettling in Victoria.   

See the article entitled “The Great Trek East to Victoria – 1885.” 

Marie and Friedrich Modra returned to South Australia in 

the late 1890s, settling at Yorketown, on the Yorke 

Peninsula, where other members of the extended 

Domaschenz family were farming.xlvi   

Marie and Friedrich Modra had 12 children (seven boys 

and five girls), losing two in infancy.     

Marie Modra (born) Domaschenz died on 27 November 

1925 at Yorketown, South Australia at the age of 68.  She 

predeceased her husband by 11 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria Domaschenz.xlvii 

 

Maria Modra born Domaschenz xlviii 

 

Friedrick Modra xlix 
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5. MATTHES DOMASCHENZ 1861-1926 

Matthes Domaschenz was born at Blyth, South Australia 
on 17 December 1861.  He was his parents only son. 

Blyth a farming community also in the mid north, 13 kilometres west 
of the renowned Clare Valley and 132 kilometres from Adelaide.l 

Matthes Domaschenz was married in Horsham, Victoria 
on 24 September 1886 to Auguste Bothmann, the 
daughter of Heinrich Bothmann and Margarethe 
Christine Rebecca Braasch formerly Reimers.  They were 
married a year after the Great Trek East.   

Matthes Domaschenz and Augusta Bothmann had a 
double wedding with Anna Domaschenz and August 
Reimers, Auguste’s stepbrother.  It was held at the home 
of Anna and Matthes’ sister Maria and her husband 
Friedrich Modra.   

 

23 Wawunna Road, Horsham.   Reported to be former Modra home.li 

Matthes and Auguste’s daughter, Hilda Kramer shared 
the following:lii 

During the first six to eight years of their married life, 
Matthes and Auguste lived around the Bungalally-Lower 
Norton Creek area.  Here was where their first six children 
were born.  Matthes worked away from home for long 
periods at a time, or occasionally, he was cutting sleepers 
for the Melbourne to Adelaide [railway] line.  It was during 
one of these absences that Auguste gave birth to her sixth 
child.  She was quite alone, apart from her children.  Good 
neighbours who had been watchful for some time came 
soon after.  In 1893, the family shifted to Ni-Ni Wells, 
Victoria where the rest of the family was born.   

In the springtime, 1905, they moved onto a selected block 
of land some 15 miles west of Rainbow, known as 
“Kurnbrunin” [at Pigick].   

Rainbow is a town in the Shire of Hindmarsh in northwest Victoria, 
250 miles from Melbourne.  The nearest large towns are 
Warracknabeal, Dimboola and Nhill, all to the south.liii 

 

 

Matthes and Augusta Domaschenz. Silver Wedding 1911.liv 

Things were very primitive indeed, the land was dense; 
Mallee trees and scrub had to be cleared.  A little iron hut 
was built, partitioned with hessian, and six months later, 
when things were a little brighter for the family, more 
rooms were added. 

During these hard times, mother particularly remembered 
her homeland cottage in Germany, where the houses had 
thatched roofs of straw; so after harvest there was just 
enough straw to cover the first three bedroom cottage, the 
walls being partitioned this time with linoleum.  Later in 
1907 a kitchen and dining room were added, built of pug 
and pine uprights. 

Matthes Domaschenz died in Rainbow, Victoria on 28 
September 1926.  In 1927 the farm was sold, and the 
family moved to Baker, near Netherby, Victoria. 

Netherby is a town in western Victoria.  The town is approximately 
250 miles north west from Melbourne.lv 

Auguste Domaschenz (born) Bothmann died at Baker 
near Netherby on 1 January 1932, aged 65.  Her daughter, 
Hilda Minna Emelie lived with her until her death.  Two 
sons, Adolph “Mathias,” and Karl August Friddrick also 
lived at Netherby. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Valley
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6. LOUISA DOMASCHENZ 1863-1922 

Louisa Domaschenz was born at Peters Hill on 17 

November 1863.   

Peters Hill sits atop a north-south ridge about eight kilometres , 
nearly due east of the town of Riverton, where Louisa’s sister, Anna 
was born. The surrounding country supports grazing on the higher 
peaks and dry grain farming on the slopes and plains.lvi 

The 23-years-old Louisa Domaschenz was married in 

Horsham on 17 February 1887 to August Heinrich Dymke, 

the son of Johann Gottlieb Dymke and Anne Rosina 

Kiesler.  Like Louisa, August was a 1st generation 

Australian. 

 

Louisa and August Dymke’s wedding 1887 

Louisa and August Dymke had 10 children. 

Louisa Dymke born Domaschenz died on 22 January 1922 

at Jeparit, Victoria at the age of 58.  She had been a 

widow for five years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louisa and Henrich’s eldest daughter, Maria Bertha 

married Johann Adolph Greiger on 28 September 1910.   

The marriage took place in the Allenby (sic) School House, 

Victoria (Jeparit), because the roads were wet from 

recent rains and it was feared the guests would not be 

able to reach the church. 

The Dymke family took the opportunity to have a family 

photograph taken at the time.  

 

 

 

Dymke Family.  28 Sept 1910. 

 

Back row, L to R. Wilhelm, Bertha, Emil, Martha, and Harry 

Front Row: Otto, Heinrich, Sophia, Ida, Louisa, and Fred.lvii 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riverton,_South_Australia
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7. GRACCIANA WILHELMINE DOMASCHENZ 
1867-1943 

Gracciana Wilhelmina Domaschenz was born in 

Blumberg, South Australia on 25 April 1867.  She was also 

known as Christiane, the same as her oldest sister, 

Christiane, just to confuse future genealogists . 

Due to anti-German sentiment during WWI the name Blumberg was 
changed to Birdwood in 1917.  It is situated in the heart of the 
Adelaide Hills, 44 km from Adelaide.lviii  

When 17 years old, Gracciana Domaschenz was married 

in Friedrichswalde, South Australia on 8 December 1884 

to Johann Heinrich Reichelt 1857-1920, the son of Johann 

Gottlieb Reichelt and Karoline Ernestine Zahn.  Heinrich 

Reichelt was also known as Harry.  Like Gracciana Harry 

Reichelt was a 1st generation Australian. 

In 1917 anti-German sentiment was such that 
Friedrichswalde was renamed Tarnma (an aboriginal name). 

Gracciana and Harry had 15 children between 1885 and 

1907, eight boys and seven girls, losing one girl in infancy.  

All her children were born in Victoria.   

In 1913 Gracciana welcomed her niece, Maria Anna 

Reimers 1888-1981 who lived with the family for a year 

before she married a local farmer, Henry Schulz.  Mary 

Reimers assisted her youngest aunt, Gracciana with 

domestic duties. 

Gracciana Reichelt (born) Domaschenz died at Kenmare, 

Victoria, on 17 October 1943, aged 76.  She had been a 

widow for 23 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gracciano Wilhelmine Domaschenz 

 

Johann Heinrich Reichelt 

 

Reichelt family group, including unidentified children. lix 
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8. CAROLINE DOMASCHENZ 1869-1876 

Caroline Domaschenz was born at Peters Hill, South 

Australia on the 20 March 1869.  

She drowned on 17 November 1876, aged 7 years and 

eight months. 

It was a tragic time for the Domaschenz siblings as they had lost their 
mother the previous year. 
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ANNA DOMASCHENZ’S CHILDREN
1. MARIA ANNA REIMERS 1888-1981  

Maria Anna Reimers was born in Horsham, Victoria on 13 

January 1888.  She was known as Mary. 

Mary moved to the Darling Downs with the family as a 

nine-year-old.  She attended school there. 

Mary left Queensland and returned to live in Victoria.  In 

1913, she was living on the Reichelt family farm at 

Lorquon near Nhill undertaking home duties.   

Mary Reimers’ aunt, Gracciana Reichelt (born) Domaschenz lived 
with her husband, Harry and 15 children on the family farm in 
Victoria.   

A year later in 1914, the 26-years-old Mary married a 

local Jeparit farmer, Hermann Heinrich Schulz 1889-1978.  

He was known as Henry. 

Mary Schulz lived on the farm at Jeparit for the rest of her 

life.  Mary and Henry did not have any children. 

Maria Anna Reimers died in Jeparit, Victoria on 28 April 

1981.  She had been a widow for two years. 

2. AUGUST HEINRICH REIMERS 1889-1889 

August Heinrich Reimers was born in Horsham in 1889 

and died the same year.  His twin brother, Friedrich did 

not survive either. 

3. FRIEDRICH WILHELM REIMERS 1889-1889 

Friedrich Wilhelm Reimers, August Reimers’ twin brother, 

was born in Horsham in 1889 and died the same year.  

One twin died at birth.  The other lived only six weeks. 

 

4. ELSA IDA REIMERS 1890-1977 

Elsa Ida Reimers was born in Horsham on 8 December 

1890.  She was known as Edie. 

Edie moved to the Darling Downs with the family as a 

seven-year-old.  There she attended school.  Edie 

remained on the family farm in Queensland until about 

1925, when at the age of 35, she left to work at the 

Koonibba Mission for Aboriginal children run by the 

Lutheran Church.lx lxi  

Edie subsequently worked as a carer for aged people to 

enable their families to have a break.  According to her 

niece, Naomi Reimers Edie had “untold patience and 

gentleness with the old.”  

The 48-years-old Edie Reimers was married in Gawler, 

South Australia on 9 March 1939 to a farmer, Gottlieb 

Samuel Lange 1872-1952, the son of Johann Friedrich 

Lange and Johanne Elisabeth Schache.  Samuel Lange was 

a native of Ebenezer, South Australia.  Edie Lange and her 

husband, Samuel lived in Angaston, Wakefield, South 

Australia, surrounded by many of his extended family 

members.  They later moved to Tanunda, South Australia. 

Elsa Ida Lange (born) Reimers died at Tanunda, S.A. on 24 

April 1977.  She had been a widow for 25 years. 

 

Edie Lange born Reimers and mother, Ann.  Horsham. 1920slxii 
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5. MARTHA EMMA REIMERS 1893-1990 

Martha Emma Reimers was born in Woorak, Victoria in 

1893. 

Martha Reimers moved to the Darling Downs with the 

family as a four-year-old.  She attended the local school. 

In 1920 Martha Reimers moved from the family farm in 

Queensland to Jeparit, Victoria.  She live with her sister, 

Mary and her family for a short time. 

The 33- years-old Martha Reimers married Richard Henry 

May 1891-1974 in Victoria in 1920.   

Initially Martha May and her husband, Henry farmed in 

Victoria, but eventually, they moved to Lidcombe, 

Sydney. 

Martha and Henry had (at least) four children: 

• Neville May 1922- 

• John (Jack) May 

• Balfour James May 1932-1995 and 

• Yvonne Dawn May 1935-2010. 

Martha Emma May (born) Reimers died in Kempsey, 

N.S.W. on 8 December 1990.  She had been a widow for 

16 years. 

6. Esther Sophie Reimers 1896-1898 

Esther Sophie Reimers was born in Woorak, Victoria in 

1896.   

Esther Reimers moved to the Darling Downs with the 

family as an infant  

Esther Sophie Reimers died (probably) at Boah Peak, 

Queensland on 12 July 1898.  She is buried in the 

Carbarlah Cemetery. 

 

7.  THEODOR AUGUST REIMERS 1898-1955 

Theodor August Reimers was born at Cawdor, Highfields, 

Queensland on 27 March 1898, the son of August 

Reimers and Anna Domaschenz.  He was known as Theo 

or Ted 

The Reimers family had moved to the darling Downs 

shortly before Theo was born.  Theo attended the 

Greenwood Provisional School, which was opened in 

1907.  

In 1916, the 17 years-old Theo left home to commence 

theological studies at Concordia College, Adelaide.  He 

matriculated on 12 December 1924; and on 18 January 

1925 he was ordained as a Pastor of the Lutheran Church 

at his local parish at Greenwood.    

Seven days later, on 25 January 1925 Theo was also 

installed as the itinerant missionary for Brisbane, Ipswich, 

Clarendon, Lowood, and Esk.  Later Harlin was also added 

to his field service.  It was a huge area to be covering, at 

just 27 years of age.lxiii 

Pastor Theodor Reimers was married in Queensland on 

14 April 1925 to Hannah Martin 1899-1977, a local girl 

and the adopted daughter of a well-known Darling Downs 

German farming couple, the Martins: Christian Martin 

and Katherine Fredericka (Rica) Eisenmann.  They lived on 

Green Vale Farm at Greenwood and had a thriving 

farm.lxiv.  Theo and Hanna were a devoted couple, who 

both committed their lives to their community.  They 

were blessed with a daughter, Naomi Theodora Reimers 

1926-2016. She is Sharon Burke née Aird’s mother.  

 

Theodor Reimers, his mother, Anna 

 and daughter, Naomi. c. 1930.lxv 

Theodor Reimers achieved much in his working lifetime.   
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EARLY in 1925 a young Lutheran pastor arrived in 

Brisbane to minister to a church that did not exist.   

First job for newly ordained Theodore (sic) August 

Reimers, who was 27, was to find his people and form 

them into a congregation.   

This son of a Toowoomba farming family did not fail - 

on December 1 this year, his Bethlehem Lutheran  

Church in Warren  Street, Valley, will celebrate the 

25th anniversary of its dedication. 

And Pastor Reimers is still the minister, with a flock 

that has grown from 30 to well over 1000.    

Six new churches have  been formed since 1925, and 

Pastor Reimers at present has a rapidly  growing 

congregation of  300 German-speaking migrants 

attached to Bethlehem Church. 

Recent activities include the church's buying 22 

building blocks at Lindum, near Wynnum, and 

helping migrants build modern homes; and 

importation of a Latvian pastor (Pastor T. Birkhans) 

to minister to some 650 Latvian migrants in the 

congregations. lxvi 

The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1933 - 1954)  Wed 10 Nov 1954 Page 8 

Theodor August Reimers died in Rabaul, New Britain, 

Papua New Guinea on 7 March 1955.  He was 

recuperating in Papua New Guinea at the time. 

 

Theo Reimers and mother, Anna.  1940slxvii

8.  CARL HEINRICH REIMERS 1900-1976 

Carl Heinrich Reimers was born at Cawdor, Highfields on 

11 August 1900, three to four years after his parents 

arrived on the Darling Downs.  He was known as Henry. 

After he finished school Henry worked the family farm at 

Silverleigh with his father, August.   

Henry Reimers married Johanne Louise Martha Prenzler 

in Queensland on 28 Oct 1925, the daughter of Johannes 

Heinrich August Prenzler and Anne Marie Louise Kaatz.  

Like Henry, Johanne was a 1st generation Australian. 

Henry Reimers took over the running of the family farm 

after his father, August died in 1926.   

Henry Reimers remained on the farm until at least 1943, 

when he sold it and moved his family to Brisbane.  

Carl Heinrich Reimers died in Queensland on 15 March 

1976.  His wife, Johanne died two years later. 
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Anna and August Reimers pioneered new communities with their extended family.  They provided a sound foundation, 

benefiting their immediate family and their descendants. 

Anna and August Reimers raised five children to adulthood, having lost another three in infancy, including twin boys and a 

two-year-old girl.   

 

Reimers Siblings: Theo, Martha, Mary, Henry, and Edie.  Bethlehem Church, Brisbane. c. 1940s.lxviii 
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PLACES – DOMASCHENZ CONNECTIONS
WERBEN was a güt (an estate) approximately 14 
kilometres north-west of Cottbus in the Province of 
Brandenburg in the Kingdom of Prussia.lxix  It was a node 
of Wendish ethnicity, language, and culture in Lusatia.  
The largest Lusatian town is Cottbus (Lower Sorbian: 
Chóśebuz), which is the capital of the region.  Lusatia is 
named for the West Slavic tribe that settled in the area 
about 600 A.D.lxx 

 

GAWLER was South Australia's first country town, and 
the oldest country town on the Australian mainland.lxxi 

RIVERTON is a small town in the Mid North of South 
Australia, in the Gilbert Valley. It is situated on the Gilbert 
River, from which the town derives its name. 

BLYTH is about eight miles west of the renowned Clare 
Valley and 80 miles from Adelaide. 

PETERS HILL, formerly Peter's Hill (the possessive 
apostrophe being officially deleted in December 1940) is 
the highest peak in the Belvidere Range of hills in South 
Australia, a northern extension of the Mount Lofty 

Ranges.  It is 15 kilometres east of Riverton and about 97 
kilometres north of Adelaide.lxxii   

Some of the early Wendish families who settled here 
included Bartusch, Borrack, Domaschenz, Dreckow, 
Duldig, Fladrich, Gormann, Gassan, Groch, Hondow, 
Huppatz, Jarick, Klauck, Kschenka, Krueger, Lehmann, 
Marschall (Marscha), Miatke, Noack, Petatz, Proposch, 
Pumpa, Schuppan, Schwartz, Starick, Teschner, Zoellner 
and Zerner.lxxiii 

The early settlers who arrived from 1846 are reported to 
have lived in hillside dugouts until they could construct 
suitable housing.   They farmed the land as they had in 
their homeland, but here they owned their own 
properties.lxxiv 

Although some settlers arrived with tents or 
prefabricated timber houses, most settlers relied heavily 
on locally gathered building materials such as stone, 
earth, thatching and shingles to build their homes up.lxxv 
Pug houses, using techniques from the homeland, were 
built with timber frames of rows of upright pine saplings 
and clay walls, often mixed with straw or chaff.lxxvi  

 

Photograph of Postcard.  Early typical Wendish/ 
German-style settler cottage built of timber and earth 
in the pug and pine style, with shingle roofing. 

“Reimers” was hand-written on the back of the 
postcard. lxxvii 

From the 1850s, imported corrugated galvanized iron 
began to be used for roofing, especially after flammable 
roofing materials were prohibited after 1858.lxxviii 

 

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH.  The Wends were devout 

Protestants and strongly valued education.  Before the 

first Peters Hill Church was built, families held regular 

church services at the home of Johann Noack, a home 

built of stone with a thatched roof.  Pastor H.A. E. Meyer, 

the pastor at Bethany (a village about fifty kilometers 

south in the heart of the Barossa Valley) also visited and 

conducted occasional services at Peters Hill.lxxix 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belvidere_Range
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Lofty_Ranges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Lofty_Ranges
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Later Matthes Borrock, who had brought out a Wend 

sermon book, invited his fellow-countryman to his home 

and conducted reading services, as did Martin Teschner.  

They quickly erected a small building to serve as their 

church and school.lxxx  The land for the church and also for 

a cemetery was donated by Christian Marschall in 1856.  

Marschall, his wife and ten children lived nearby.  His hut, 

which has been restored, is now used as an overnight 

shelter for walkers on the Heysen Trail.lxxxi 

With the rapid expansion of the Peters Hill settlement 

and an influx of Lutherans, it was decided to build a new 

church and school in 1864.  This time they built them 

approximately two kilometres away on the plain. 

Although the school was later destroyed by fire, the 

church, St. Peters Lutheran Church, is still in use today, as 

is its cemetery behind the building (pictured below).lxxxii 

 

Memorial Plaque, St. Peters Lutheran Church. 
Pioneer Cemetery, Peters Hill, South Australialxxxiii 

 

St. Peter Lutheran Church and Interior, Peters Hill, South Australia lxxxiv 

 

Wendish Pioneer Heritage Trail.  The Wendish Pioneer 

Heritage Trail sign (below) details some interesting 

information regarding the pioneering history of the 

Peters Hill District, including the early settlers’ 

surnames.lxxxv    

 

BLUMBERG is a town near Adelaide, South Australia.  

Prussians from Züllichau settled in the area. .The town is 

named after Groß Blumberg, a village on the Oder River 

in the settlers’ area of origin.  Blumberg was renamed 

Birdwood because of anti-German sentiment in 1917. 

WIMMERA.  After the Great Trek East to Victoria in 1885 

the families settled in the Wimmera district, taking up 

Crown allotments and farming and improving the land, 

together with many other German Lutheran families who 

had settled there earlier.  Germans were regarded as 

skilled farmers and model citizens and were in the main 

accepted by the British-Australian settlers at a time when 

racial sentiment was more often the norm than the 

exception.lxxxvi 

The Wimmera district is located within parts of the 
Loddon Mallee and the Grampian regions; and covers the 
dryland farming area south of the range of Mallee scrub, 
east of the South Australian border and north of the 
Great Dividing Range.  Most of the Wimmera is very flat, 
with only the Grampians and Mount Arapiles rising above 
vast plains and the low plateau that form the Great Divide 
in this part of Victoria.  The Grampians are very rugged 
and tilted, with many sheer sandstone cliffs on their 
eastern sides, but gentle slopes on the west. 

HORSHAM is located on a bend in the Wimmera River, 
approximately 300 kilometres northwest of 
Melbourne.lxxxvii  It was the main settlement in the 
Wimmera district, and grew throughout the latter 19th 
and early 20th centuries as a centre of Western Victoria's 
wheat and wool industry.  By the early 1910s, it had 
become the largest city in the Wimmera and Western 
Victoria.   

As with Lutheran settlement in South Australia, Lutheran 
congregations were formed throughout the district and 
Lutheran schools were opened including one in Horsham, 
retaining their use of the German language.  These would 
have supported new families in settling into the new 
community and help them retain some degree of cultural 
identity.  The Wends were in the minority in the 
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Wimmera.lxxxviii  Over time the German identity gradually 
eroded, and the immigrants became integrated within 
the mainstream community.  Generally, they kept their 
Lutheran faith and to some extent their language.lxxxix 

Early settlers suffered many hardships in their new and 

very different chosen country.  In the 1890s and 1900s, 

there were severe droughts in the Wimmera District, as 

well as significant flooding in 1889.  The District also 

suffered a number of epidemics through the late-

nineteenth and into the twentieth century.  Typhoid was 

prevalent in the 1880s and 1890s, and into the first 

decade of the 1900s.  

Other hardships faced by early settlers on the Wimmera 

Plains included warding off a range of pests.  These 

included dingoes and wild dogs, mice and locust plagues, 

and rabbits.xc 

In 1897, the year prior to Anna’s family move to 

Queensland, Victoria experienced the strongest 

earthquake recorded to that time (in May), which was felt 

in Horsham and the surrounding area, but did not cause 

serious damage.  Then, a powerful tornado struck 

Horsham in November, with buildings damaged and 

churches faring particularly badly.  Severe storms were 

also a feature of the area, as well as severe droughts.xci 

KENMARE is a small Victorian rural location within the 

local government area of Hindmarsh in the Wimmera 

region.  It is located approximately 322 kilometres from 

the capital Melbourne covering an area of 86,032 square 

kilometres.  Kenmare has a recorded population of eight 

residents currently.xcii 

WOORAK is a rural locality in north-west Victoria, 13 km 

from Nhill on the road which runs north-east to Jeparit. 

The area has also been known as Ni-Ni and Lambing Hut. 

‘Woorak’, it is thought, is derived from an Aboriginal 

word meaning plain country or mouth.  Settlement on 

farm selections began in 1875, and numerous settlers 

were of the German Lutheran tradition.  Woorak village 

no longer exists, the hotel having closed in 1917.  The 

district survives mainly as a wheat-sheep economy.xciii 

ACLAND is a rural town and locality in the Toowoomba-
Darling Downs Region, north of Oakey and about 160 
kilometres west of Queensland's state capital, Brisbane.  
It was originally called Lagoon Creek. It lies in pasture 
country where there has been some dairy farming and 
horse breeding, as well as coal mining.  Originally built to 
support what would become Queensland's oldest 
continuously worked coal mine, the town had a 
population of between 200 and 400 prior to the mine 
being shut down in 1984.  In 2008 almost all properties 
comprising the town were purchased by the new mine 
operators with the intention that they would be 
demolished, as the open cut mine expanded into the 
town site.   By the 2016 census, Acland had a population 
of 32 people.xciv 

TANUNDA is a town situated in the Barossa Valley region 

of South Australia, 70 kilometers north-east of the state 

capital, Adelaide. The town derives its name from an 

Aboriginal word meaning water hole.  Tanunda and the 

Barossa Valley comprise one of Australia's premier wine-

growing areas, and the town is surrounded by vineyards. 

One such vineyard, Turkey Flat, is home to Shiraz vines 

that were planted in 1847 and are believed to be the 

world's oldest continually producing commercial 

vineyard that has been authenticated.xcv 
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CENTRAL EUROPEAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

Aims and Objects of the Interest Group 

• To bring together QFHS members with at least one 

Central European ancestor and facilitate discussion 

on related family history topics.  

• To collect, collate and publish information 

regarding members' family stories.  

• To acquire and maintain a reference and research 

library. 

• To encourage and assist members in their 

genealogical studies and provide guidance 

regarding the range of library and online resources 

available.  

Library Resources 

The QFHS Library and Resource Centre has acquired a 

number of resources at the suggestion of the Central 

European Group: 

Maps — An extensive collection of sheet maps covering 

the former German Empire.  

Atlases — Large scale modern road atlases of many 

European countries.  

Emigration Lists — The Wuerttemberg emigration index 

and Emigrants from Hamburg to Australasia 

Gazetteers to the old German Empire — Comprehensive 

lists of cities, towns, villages, groups of houses, and 

obscure localities for the German Empire (1910), 

Germany (1930) and the State of Prussia (1931). 

Newsletter 

‘Die Mitteilende’ is the general interest magazine of the 

Central European Interest Group.  

• Editor:   Peter Row 

• Compiler:  Jacquelene Porter 

• Proof Reader:  Ruth Linde 

• Contributors:  All 

Contact the editor:  diemitteilende@qfhs.org.au  

Meetings 

The Interest Group meets in the QFHS Library and 

Resource Centre between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon 

(normally) on the fourth Saturday in January, March, 

May, July, September, and November.  

Meetings feature a short talk, or workshop relevant to 

Central European research. Meetings often provide 

guidance on the use of resources, reading old records, 

finding towns, or locating the correct parish.  

These informal meetings provide an opportunity for 

sharing problems and successes. Sometimes new 

members find others researching the same family of 

interest.  All members (or prospective members) 

interested in Central Europe are welcome.  

Contact the convenor, Eric Kopittke 

centraleuropean@qfhs.org.au  

View Central European Special Interest Group webpage 

https://www.qfhs.org.au/groups/central-european/ 

 

2020 Calendar 

January 25  My Family were from Continental Europe – Will DNA testing help me? Eric Kopittke 

March 28  What’s in a name? – The origin of the surname Mietzel? Peter Row 

May 23  My German Ancestors in Australia – Weinhimer, Weibler, Melchert Chris Wright 

July 25  History of the Palatinate Janella Jell 

July 25 A 19th century German travels to the other side of the world – Benfer Eric Kopittke 

September 26  On roads we travel.  Peter Row 

November 28 tba  

 

 

 
Address: 58 Bellevue Avenue Gaythorne QLD 4051 | Phone: +61 7 3355 3369 | Enquiries: secretary@qfhs.org.au  

Sunday   1pm–4pm 

Monday   7pm–9pm 

Tuesday   10am–3pm 

Wednesday   10am–3pm 

Thursday   10am–3pm 

Friday   Closed 

Saturday   1pm–4pm 

 

mailto:diemitteilende@qfhs.org.au
mailto:centraleuropean@qfhs.org.au
https://www.qfhs.org.au/groups/central-european/
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