
 

 

 

 

 

 

Definition: Derived from the Syriac 
term ABBA or Aramaic ABA, 
meaning father, ABBOTT is an 
occupational name for the chief ruler 
of an abbey or for someone employed 
in the household of an abbot (since 
celibacy of clergy makes it unlikely 
that there were descendants to carry 
on the family name). 

Surname Origin: English 

Alternate Surname Spellings: ABBOT, ABBE, ABBIE 

 
An Introduction to the Surname 
 

The practice of inherited family surnames began in England and France during the late 
part of the11th century.     With the passing of generations and the movement of families from place 
to place many of the original identifying names were altered into some of the versions that we are 
familiar with today.  Over the centuries, most of our European ancestors accepted their surname as 
an unchangeable part of their lives.  Thus people rarely changed their surname.  Variations of most 
surnames were usually the result of an involuntary act such as when a government official wrote a 
name phonetically or made an error in transcription.  Research into the record of this Abbott family 
line indicates that the variations, meanings and history of this surname is most likely linked to that 
area of Europe where English traditions are commonly found.  
 
Source(s)  & Meaning(s) of the Surname 

Most of the modern family names throughout Europe have originated from with of the 
following circumstances: patronym or matronym, names based on the name of one's father, mother or 
ancestor, (Johnson, Wilson). Each is a means of conveying lineage; occupation (i.e., Carpenter, Cooper, 
Brewer, Mason); habitational (Middleton, Sidney, or Ireland) or topographical (i.e. Hill, Brook, 
Forrest, Dale); nicknames (i.e., Moody Freeholder, Wise, Armstrong); status (i.e. Freeman, Bond, 
Knight); and acquired ornamental names that were simply made up. 



 

 

Abbott is an English and Scottish name that originated from Middle English abbott ‘abbot’ (Old 
English abbod) or Old French abet ‘priest’.  Both the Old English and the Old French term are 
derived from Late Latin abbas ‘priest’ (genitive abbatis), from Greek abbas, from 
Aramaic aba ‘father’. This was an occupational name for someone employed in the household of or on 
the lands of an abbot, and perhaps also a nickname for a sanctimonious person thought to resemble 
an abbot.  In the U.S. this name is also sometimes a translation of a cognate or equivalent European 
name, e.g. Italian Abate, Spanish Abad, or German Abt. 
 
History of the Surname 
   Surnames as we know them today were first assumed in Europe from the 11th to the 15th 
century. They were not in use in England or Scotland, before the Norman Conquest of 1066, and 
were first found in the Domesday Book of 1086. The employment in the use of a second name was a 
custom that was first introduced from the Normans who had adopted the custom just prior to this 
time.    Soon thereafter it became a mark of a generally higher socio-economic status and thus seen as 
disgraceful for a well-bred man to have only one name.  It was not until the middle of the 
14th century that surnames became general practice among all people in the British Isles. 
 
       This surname is generally of early English origins, predating the Anglo-Saxons and before 
the Norman Conquest of England by Duke William of Normandy in 1066 
A.D.  The Abbott surname was first found in the counties of Oxfordshire, Huntingdon, Bedfordshire 
and Cambridge from very ancient times. The Abbott name has also been in Ireland since the 14th 
century. In Irish the name is Aboid. It is quite numerous in Dublin. The surname also occurs widely 
in Scotland where it is either of English origin or a translation of MacNab, which also means 'son of 
the abbot'. 
 
      The original spelling was 'abbod', Ralph Abbod being recorded in Somerset in 1272. The 
patronymic is usually indicated by the suffix 's', and very occasionally as 'Abbotson', 
Dorothy Abbotson being recorded at St Botolphs Bishopgate, London, on November 11th 1823. The 
various spellings include such rare forms as Habbett and Labbet. 
 
       The first recorded spelling of the family name is shown to be that of Alfwoldus Abot, 1117, 
County Norfolk.  Early records of the name mention Walter Abbot, which was dated circa 1190, in 
the Danelaw records of Lincolnshire.  A Walter Abbott was recorded in the year 1200, in the City of 
London.  Other early recording examples include Walter Abat, in the Assize Court Rolls of Yorkshire 
in 1219 and Henry Abbod, of the County of Oxford was documented in the year 1273.  Marageta 
Abbot of Yorkshire was listed in the Yorkshire Poll Tax of 1379. 
 
 



 

 

      Later recordings of the surname include Elizabeth Abbet, who married Henry Waterman 
at the church of St Lawrence Poutney, London, on January 11th 1600. George Abbot (1562 - 1633) 
was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury in 1611, whilst Elizabeth Abbitt was recorded as 'living in 
Virginea, over the river' on February 16th 1623, making her one of America's earliest 
colonists.  Edward Sanders and Ann Abbitt were married at St. Antholin, London in 1720. 
 
       The associated arms are recorded in Sir Bernard Burkes General Armory. Ulster King of 
Arms in 1884. The Coat of Arms most associated with the name has the blazon of a red field, a gold 
chevron between three golden pears. 
 
      Notable persons having the Abbott surname are: Bud Abbott (1895–1974), American 
actor; L. B. Abbott (1908-1985), American cinematographer, cameraman and special effects 
expert; Horace Abbott (1806-1887), American manufacturer; and Gypsy Abbott (1887-1952), 
American actress.  
 

Throughout the centuries, surnames in every country have continued to unfold and expand 
often leading to an overwhelming number of variants.  As such one can encounter great variation in 
the spelling of surnames because in early times, spelling in general and thus the spelling of names was 
not yet standardized.  Later on spellings would change with the branching and movement of 
families. Spelling variations of this familyname… 
include:  Abbott,  Abbot,  Abbotts,  Abbett,  Abbet,  Abott, Abbe,  Abbie and others. 
 

The complexity of researching records is compounded by the fact that in many cases an 
ancestors surname may also have been misspelled.  This is especially true when searching census 
documents.  The Soundex Indexing System was developed in an effort to assist with identifying 
spelling variations for a given surname.  Soundex is a method of indexing names in 
the 1880, 1900, 1910, and1920 US Census, and can aid genealogists in their research. 
 
The Soundex Code for Abbott is A130 
 
Armorial Bearings, Motto ’s and Symbols 

Middle Ages heraldry came into use as a practical matter. It originated in the devices used 
to distinguish the armored warriors in tournament and war, and was also placed on seals as marks of 
identity. As far as records show, true heraldry began in the middle of the 12th century, and appeared 
almost simultaneously in several countries of Western Europe.  In the British Isles the College of 
Arms,(founded in 1483), is the Royal corporation of heralds who record proved pedigrees and 
grant armorial bearings. 
 



 

 

Descriptions of Armorial Bearings 
 

The associated armorial bearings for this surname and close variant 
spellings are recorded in Burke ’s General Armorie and Reitstap ’s Armorial 
General. The additional information, presented below, is offered with regard to the 
armorial bearings depicted above: 
 

      
 

Fig. 1       Fig. 2            Fig. 3          Fig 4 
 
FIGURE 1: This coat-of-arms was granted to John Abbott, Esquire of Braemar 
House, Lancaster Gate, Paddington, in England.  The black shield contains a gold 
pale on which is a crosier, on the field of a chief of the second are three water-
bougets.  The crest (not shown) features two crossed black crosiers and a golden 
unicorn 's head erased. 
 
FIGURE 2: These arms are attributed to an Abbot in Burke ’s General Armorie . The 
ermine shield contains a black engrailed bend with three gold crescents. The crest 
(not shown) shows an erect blue vested arm with an ermine sleeve holding in the 
hand a silver crescent 
 
FIGURE 3: These armorial bearings were granted to William Abbot of Hartland, 
in Devonshire, England was granted this coat-of-arms circa 1539.    On a black 
shield is a voided cross between four golden eagles. The Crest (not shown) features a 
sitting blue griffin with gold beak and wings.   
 
FIGURE 4: In 1638 these armorial bearings were bestowed upon Sir Maurice 
Abbot the Lord Mayor of London. The arms feature a red shield containing a gold 
chevron between three golden pears.  The Crest reveals a golden unicorn ’s head 
coming out of a ducal coronet between two silver ostrich feathers. 
 



 

 

Mottos for this surname 
 
A motto is a word or sentence usually written upon a scroll and generally 

placed below the shield, but sometimes, especially in Scotland, above the 
crest.    Many ancient mottoes were war-cries such as the Douglas motto of 
“Forward.”     Many mottoes refer to the name of the bearer, for example “cole regem”  
for Coleridge.   In general most mottoes convey a sentiment, hope, or determination, 
such as the Cotter motto “Dum spiro spero”  where the meaning is “While I have 
breath I hope“ .      Mottoes are often used by several successive generations, but may 
be changed at any time by the grantee. The languages most in use are Latin, 
French, and English. Exceptions are seen in Scotland where they are often in the old 
Lowland dialect, and in Wales, often in the language of the principality.  
 
The following listed mottoes and their translations are attributed 
to Abbott or Abbot:   
Benedic fontes, Domine translated as Bless wells ,  O lord!;    
Labore / By labour;   
Age officium tuum / Act your office;    
Clamamus, Abba, Pater / Whereby we cry, Abba, Father;   
Toujours pret, or prest / Always ready 
 


