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Introduction 
The aim of this guide is not bother reader with difficult legislations, but give vital information about copyright 
system in Finland and Russia and answer on few questions, such as: 

! What should I do to protect my intellectual property? 
! What should I do to not harm others IP? 

This Guide is compilation of the useful info with specific focus to enterprises in cross-border environment. 
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Why Finland? 
Finland offers a first-class innovation and business environment. Starting a business is easy and fast, and 
highly educated people and public research and development funding is readily available. 

 

Competitive business environment 
The World Economic Forum's Global Competitiveness Report (2013-
2014) (http://www.weforum.org/reports/global-competitiveness-
report-2013-2014) has ranked Finland as the third most competitive 
nation in the world for the second consecutive year. 

According to the Nordic Growth Entrepreneurship Review 2012 
(http://www.nordicinnovation.org/Publications/nordic-growth-
entrepreneurship-review-2012/). Finland has the best framework 
conditions for entrepreneurship in Nordic countries. 

Finland is an easy operating environment for businesses, with 
minimal bureaucracy and stable and competitive economy. 

 

 

Easy access to R&D funding 
Both public and private sector invest in research and development. 
Tekes is the main public innovation funder in Finland. 

Finland invested 3.6% of GDP in R&D in 2012. This is a very high 
figure among OECD countries. 

 

 

Innovation leader 
In the Innovation Union Scoreboard 2013 
(http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/innovation/policy/innovation-scoreboard/) Sweden, Germany, 
Denmark and Finland are the four innovation leaders in the European Union. 
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Trademarks 
A trademark is a symbol, which distinguishes the goods and services of a company from similar goods and 
services of other companies. 

Companies should protect their trademarks by applying for trademark registration. Registration gives the 
exclusive right to use the mark as a symbol for goods or services. Only the registration holders may use the 
trademark in their business and may also prohibit others from using their mark or some other mark liable to 
be confused with it. 

Welcome to learn more about how trademarks can be protected. 

What can be accepted as a trademark? 
A trademark is a symbol used for goods or services purveyed in business in order to distinguish them from 
goods or services of other traders. Any kind of mark that can be represented graphically may be a trademark 
if it fulfills the conditions of registration (http://www.prh.fi/en/tavaramerkit/hakemus/edellytykset.html). In most 
cases, the trademark is a word mark. It may include one or more words. 

A trademark may also include 

! a figure 
! a combination of word and figure 
! a combination of letters 
! a slogan 
! the shape of goods or of their 

packaging 
! a sound, or 
! other marks that can be 

represented graphically. 

 

Collective marks are specific types of 
trademarks 
Collective marks include association marks and certification 
marks. 

An association mark is a trademark intended to be used by 
members of a collective body in their professional activities. 
Exclusive right to an association mark is acquired through 
registration or through the establishing of the mark by means 
of use. 

Authorities, associations and institutions whose duty is to 
check and supervise goods or services, or to issue directions 
regarding them, may, through registration, obtain exclusive 
right to a certification mark to be used on goods or services 
subject to control or supervision. A certification mark cannot be 
established by means of use. 

How do I apply for a trademark? 
You apply in writing to the Finnish Patent and Registration Office (PRH). Please use the forms prepared for 
this purpose to make sure that the most essential details are included in the application. You can download 
the form in Finnish or in Swedish on our website. 

Please pay the application fee when you file your application and enclose the receipt with the application. 
For an application to become pending, it is a requirement that you have paid the application fee. We do not 
refund the application fee if the application is rejected or dismissed later on. 

You can also apply for a trademark online by filling in an electronic application form in Finnish or in Swedish 
on our website. In that case, you have to pay the fee using your online banking service before sending the 
application. To make the payment, you must have the user ID and password or codes required by your 
online banking service. 
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List  of  forms  

http://www.prh.fi/en/tavaramerkit/lomakkeet.html 

Fees  

http://www.prh.fi/en/tavaramerkit/hinnasto/hakemusmaksut.html 

 

Domestic registrations Basic price (€) VAT 
0% 

Selling price (€) 

Fee for online application for trademark registration, the fee 
includes one class of goods or services 

215.00 0.00 215.00 

Fee for a trademark application (other than an online 
application), the fee includes one class of goods or services 

250.00 0.00 250.00 

Additional fee: class fee due at registration, for each class 
beyond the first 

80.00 0.00 80.00 

Fee for online application for collective mark registration, the 
fee includes one class of goods or services 

290.00 0.00 290.00 

Fee for a collective mark application (other than an online 
application), the fee includes one class of goods or services 

325.00 0.00 325.00 

Additional fee: class fee due at registration, for each class 
beyond the first 

80.00 0.00 80.00 

Fee for the extension of a time limit given in an official action 55.00 0.00 55.00 

Fee for filing an opposition to a registration 215.00 0.00 215.00 

    

International registrations Basic price (€) VAT 
0% 

Selling price (€) 

Fee for receipt of an application for an international 
registration under the Madrid Protocol  

155.00 0.00 155.00 

Fee for the extension of a time limit given in an official action 55.00 0.00 55.00 

Fee for filing an opposition to a registration 215.00 0.00 215.00 

Fee for receipt of a Community trademark application  50.00 0.00 50.00 

Fees for registered trademarks Basic price (€) VAT 
0 % 

Selling price (€) 

A trademark registration may not be renewed earlier than 
one year before or later than six months after the expiry of 
the term of registration. 

   

Renewal of registration for the next 10 years 250.00 0.00 250.00 

Renewal of registration, if the application is filed after the 
expiration of the term of registration 

300.00 0.00 300.00 

Renewal of registration of a collective mark for the next 10 
years 

325.00 0.00 325.00 

Renewal of registration of a collective mark, if the application 
is filed after the expiration of the term of registration 

375.00 0.00 375.00 

The fee for renewal of a registered trademark or a collective 
mark includes one class of goods or services. If the 
registration to be renewed contains more than one class, an 
additional class fee is payable for each class beyond the 
first. 
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Additional fee: class fee due at renewal, for each class 
beyond the first 

125.00 0.00 125.00 

Fee for entry concerning a trademark registered in the 
Trademark Register, each entry (for example transfer, 
limitation, change of owner, change of representative, 
mortgage, or license) 

50.00 0.00 50.00 

Changing a registered trademark (Please note that only 
minor changes which do not alter the total impression of the 
trademark may be entered in the register) 

50.00 0.00 50.00 

Notice concerning the termination of a right entered into the 
Trademark Register 

free of charge 0.00 free of charge 

Request for the replacement of a national registration by an 
international registration 

60.00 0.00 60.00 

Fee for the extension of a time limit given in an official action 55.00 0.00 55.00 

    

Other fees relating to trademarks Basic price (€) VAT 
0% 

Selling price (€) 

Priority certificate 10.00 0.00 10.00 

Extract from the Trademark Register 15.00 0.00 15.00 

Authentication 10.00+1.00/sheet 0.00 10.00+1.00/sheet 

Delivery charge 5.50 0.00 5.50 

Invoicing charge 6.50 0.00 6.50 

Handling costs, foreign clients 17.00 0.00 17.00 
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Databases 
Trademark Database 
In the Trademark Database, you can search basic information on pending trademark applications and valid 
registrations in Finland. If you search by application or registration number, you will be presented with 
applications that have been withdrawn, dismissed, rejected, or rejected on account of opposition. The 
trademark database offers you a quick and easy way of studying, for instance, what kind of marks have 
already been registered, or what is the status of a certain application. 

You can search information 

! by an individual application or registration number; 
! by a specific word to retrieve marks containing the word in question; or 
! by client to retrieve registrations and applications pertaining to a certain client. 

 

Trademark Database - http://tavaramerkki.prh.fi/default_en.pl 

 

List of Trademarks with a Reputation 
The List of Trademarks with a Reputation contains trademarks applied for and admitted to the list. 
Trademarks with a reputation in Finland under Section 6(2) of the Finnish Trademarks Act are entered in the 
list on application. 

To avoid trademark disputes, you should check the list when you conduct novelty examinations and tests of 
confusing similarity because we can also enter marks in the list that are not included in the Trademark 
Database, and also because the marks that we have entered in the list usually have been provided 
protection across the trademark classes. 

You can search information 

! by an individual application or list number; 
! by a specific word to retrieve marks containing the word in question; or 
! by the name of the holder to retrieve marks and applications pertaining to a certain client. 

List of Trademarks with a Reputation - http://tavaramerkki.prh.fi/ltm/search.php?lang=en 
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Statistics 
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Design  
A successful product is often known for its design. That is why businesses nowadays invest more and more 
in the design of successful products. For many products, an excellent design that appeals to the customer is 
one of the most important selling points. If you have invested in the design of a product, you should also 
register the design. It gives you the exclusive right to the design and also to the results of your design work. 
Without registration you will have no effective way of acting against imitators. 

Design right protects the appearance of a product or a part of a product. The object of protection is always a 
concrete article, or a part of it, and can always be perceived by sight. Design protection is often used in 
ordinary everyday products, such as furniture, packages or foodstuffs. 

You get design right protection by registering your design. Through registration, the design right owner 
obtains, with certain exceptions, the exclusive right to use the design.  

The purpose of design right is to encourage designers to create new designs and to support those who want 
to invest in the results of design work. 

Design right  
Design rights protect a new design from being copied. The registration of a design right at the Finnish Patent 
and Registration Office (PRH) provides, with certain exceptions, an exclusive right to use the design in 
Finland. In other words, others may not use the design without the consent of the design right owner. 

Design right protects the appearance of a product or a part of a product, in other words the design. Everyday 
items, such as bookcases, ties, bread rolls, graphic symbols or even the interior of a hamburger restaurant 
can be protected. Furthermore, integral parts of products can be protected, such as fabric patterns or coffee 
cup handles. However, the object of protection must always be a concrete article: for instance, plans, ideas 
or liquids cannot be protected. 

Requirements for registration 
Design right is granted if the design is new and has individual character. A design is considered new if no 
identical design has been made available to the public before the date of filing of the application. An 
exception to this is the ‘grace period’, which means that you can use the design for one year before its 
registration without losing its novelty. This enables you to test the market before registration. It is however 
advisable that the design is not made available to the public in any way before a design right application is 
filed with the PRH. 

Individual character means that the overall impression of the design differs sufficiently from the overall 
impression of any design already been made available to the public. The individual character is assessed in 
each group of products from the point of view of an informed user. For instance, the degree of freedom of a 
screw designer is more limited than that of a chair designer. 

A design does not have to be artistic in order to be registered. Simple or commonplace designs cannot 
however be registered. Basic geometrical forms such as spheres or squares cannot be registered in order to 
obtain exclusive rights to them. The obstacles to registration 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/mallioikeudet/moedelen.html#obstaclestoregistration) mentioned in the Registered 
Designs Act may also prevent registration. 

How to apply 
You apply for registration in writing by using a form (in Finnish) 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/mallioikeudet/lomakkeet.html) provided by the PRH. Further instructions on how to fill in 
the application form - http://www.prh.fi/en/mallioikeudet/mohaken.html. The design right application becomes 
pending only after the application fee of €200 has been paid. Additional fees may also be charged. Before 
you file an application, it is useful to check  free DesignsNet design database 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/mallioikeudet/mallinetti.html) whether there are any previous designs that prevent the 
registration of your design. When a design right application leads to registration, the registration is valid for 
five years from the filing date and can be renewed for four further periods of five years. 

Further details/Contacts 
PRH pleased to serve you in any matter concerning applications or registrations. If you have any questions 
about design right, please do not hesitate to contact advisory service on +358 29 509 5532. 
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Patents 
What is a patent? 
A patent is an exclusive right accorded by society to an inventor to exploit his or her invention 
commercially.  Patents are also a useful tool to gain access to the latest technical information, as they give a 
picture of what is going on in research and development worldwide. Patents also give you access to the 
history of technology.   

 

Why is a patent? 
A patent gives the owner the right to prevent others from exploiting the patented invention commercially by 
making, selling, using or importing the patented product, or by using the patented process, method etc. Read 
more in section 3 of the Finnish Patents Act (http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/lainsaadantoa/patenttilaki.html). 

The right covers a limited territory and is in force in the countries where the patent has been applied for and 
granted. The right is in force for a limited period of time, usually no longer than for 20 years from the filing 
date of the application. The right is in force only if the patent is in force. To keep a patent in force, you must 
pay annual maintenance fees (renewal fees). 

A patent does not automatically give the owner the right to exploit the invention commercially, as there may 
be obstacles to doing so: 

Someone may have obtained a patent earlier which is still in force, and the later patent is dependent on that 
patent – it is for example an improvement over that patent. 

The use of the patented invention may require permission from the authorities – for example medicinal 
products.  

What does a patent protect? 
A patent protects an invention or inventions defined in the patent claims. The description of the invention can 
be used to interpret the claims. 
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The invention may consist of a new process, method, device, or product, or a new way to use them. One 
single patent application may have claims which include all these ‘categories’ as long as they share the 
same inventive idea. 

A product claim protects a product irrespective of how it is made or used. A process claim (method claim) 
protects the process defined in that claim and the product created from that process, irrespective of whether 
there is a product claim in the patent or not. However, if the product can also be created using some other 
process, a process patent cannot prevent it. It may be difficult to monitor a process patent if the final product 
does not show the process by which it is made. A new way of using an already known product can also be 
patented.  

What kinds of inventions can be patented? 
To be patentable, an invention must be novel, include an inventive step, and be industrially applicable. In 
assessing the patentability of an invention, the patent examiner compares the invention disclosed in the 
patent claims to previous solutions. The filing date, or the priority date, of the application is the time limit – 
anything that has become known before the filing date is crucial when assessing the patentability. Read 
more in section 2(2) of the Finnish Patents Act (http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/lainsaadantoa/patenttilaki.html). 

The invention is new if the solution defined in the patent claims has not already been proposed elsewhere, in 
Finland or in other countries. 

When the patent examiner assesses the inventive step, the knowledge of an average person skilled in the 
art is taken into consideration – a patent cannot be granted if the invention is obvious to an average person 
skilled in the art. 

Industrial applicability principally means that the invention solves a technical problem, or that the invention 
must have a technical effect. Section 1 of the Finnish Patents Act 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/lainsaadantoa/patenttilaki.html) contains a list of inventions that are not 
considered industrially applicable and patentable, even if they were new and inventive.  

Can I patent an idea? 
No, if your idea is something similar to a target or a need, such as ‘It would be nice to have a product of this 
kind’ or ‘I need a mobile phone with these features’. 

A patentable invention is a concrete embodiment of an idea: a device, a product, or a process or method for 
achieving that target. A device or a product is defined by disclosing its structural details or parts. A process 
or method is defined by disclosing its process steps.  

When should I apply for a patent? 
You should apply for a patent at the latest when your invention is becoming publicly known about. Patents 
are only granted to inventions that are new – that is why you should not make your invention public before 
filing a patent application. An invention that has been made public is not new and cannot be patented. 

When you are developing your invention, be careful what information you publish about it. You should not 
test your invention in public places, demonstrate it at fairs, publish it in a journal, mention it in your lectures, 
or make a brochure about it and distribute it before the filing date of your application. 

However, you also should not apply for a patent until your development process has advanced sufficiently. 
This is to avoid a situation where you apply for a patent and obtain a patent for a solution you have come up 
with at the beginning of your development process, and the patent does not therefore protect the final 
product to be sold.  

How can I apply for a patent? 
You apply for a patent by filing an application in writing with our office, the Finnish Patent and Registration 
Office (PRH). 

A patent application includes: 

! an application form 
! a description of your invention, and any related drawings 
! claims 
! an abstract 
! any other accompanying documents, such as a statement on the right to the invention, or an 

assignment document, or a power of attorney.  
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A patent granted in Finland only gives protection in Finland. If you also wish to have protection abroad, you 
have to apply for it separately. You should file a foreign application within a year from your original Finnish 
application. Foreign patent applications can be filed either directly with the national patent offices in each 
country, or using the international patent system, PCT system, or the European patent system, EPC system. 

You can read more about the contents of the application and about the application process in our Patent 
Guide (at the moment available in Finnish and Swedish only). Read more about filing abroad 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/hakuulkom.html).  

How much does it cost? 
When you file your application you must pay an application fee. When the patent is being granted, a patent 
publication will be made first. See indicative price list (http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/pathakmaks.html). 

Patent applications and patents are kept in force by paying renewal fees, i.e. annual fees. You must pay the 
first renewal fee at the end of the second application year. 

If you use an expert, such as a patent agent, you also have to pay for their services. 

When you apply for a patent abroad, you must in most cases use a patent agent resident in that country. It is 
often a good idea to first use a Finnish patent agent, who has contacts in several countries and is able to 
give advice on patent systems in other countries. 

When you apply for a patent abroad, you also have to pay for the translations, as the language of application 
is the official language of each individual country. The translation costs depend on the length of the 
application.  

Who owns the invention? 
According to the Finnish Patents Act, the invention belongs to the inventor, but the inventor may transfer his 
or her right to another person. 

If the inventor is employed by someone else, the employer may acquire the right to the invention; see 
Finnish Act on the Right in Employee Inventions (656/1967) 
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1967/en19670656.pdf for more information (laki oikeudesta työntekijän 
tekemiin keksintöihin). The act is applied when a person employed by someone else, or a person employed 
in the public service, comes up with an invention that is patentable in Finland and falls within the field of 
activity of the employer. 

The employee’s and employer’s right to the employee invention depends on the connection between the 
employee’s duties and the conception of the invention. 

The Act on the Right in Employee Inventions was amended in 1988 (526/88) and in 2000 (1078/2000).  

Can the inventor apply for a patent? 
The inventor, or a person to whom he or she has transferred the right, may apply for a patent. When it 
comes to employee inventions, inventors must first notify the employer of their invention and of their intention 
to apply for a patent. The inventor may not apply for a patent before one month has elapsed from such 
notification. 

When you apply for a patent, you need to have both technical knowledge and knowledge about patents. It is 
therefore wise to use an expert in the application process. Even though it is not obligatory to use a patent 
agent if you live in Finland, we advise you to use an agent for the following reasons: 

You cannot add anything to the application after the filing date. You can only make changes to the claims 
during the processing of the application. 

The claims are of crucial importance to the protection of the invention – their content decides whether a 
patent can be granted, whether the granted patent protects against infringement, or whether the patent 
remains in force despite competitors’ attempts to invalidate it. 

During the examination of an application at our office, it is normal that we find publications that at first glance 
seem to prevent you getting patent protection. It is often however possible to ‘get round’ this obstacle by 
restricting your claims in the right way.  

There are many deadlines to meet when the patent application is being processed. If you miss a deadline, 
your application or patent might lapse.  
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Will my invention become publicly available when I apply for a patent? 
Yes, at least if a patent is being granted. A patented invention is always public. 

When a patent application is being filed, it is secret the first 18 months after the date of filing. In Finland, 
some identification details, such as the applicant’s name, application number and filing date, become publicly 
available right away. Such information about Finnish patent and utility model applications is available in our 
PatInfo patent register (http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/tietokannat/patinfo.html) during the first few days after 
the filing date. 

If the patent application is still pending when 18 months has elapsed from the filing of the application, or from 
the earliest priority date, the whole application becomes public. An abstract is printed of applications which 
are becoming public in the Nordic countries, and the applications are published in the L section of the 
Finnish Patent Gazette. 

A utility model application becomes public once it is registered. It is possible to postpone the publication of 
the application for 15 months from the date the application was filed. 

You can order copies of published applications for a fee from the library 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/clientservice/kirjasto.html). If the application has been filed in 2001 or later, and it has 
become publicly available, the documents are available in the PatInfo patent register 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/tietokannat/patinfo.html).  

Do I need a prototype of my invention when I apply for a patent? 
No prototypes are necessary when you apply for a patent. We may ask you to submit specimens or samples 
when it is necessary for the understanding of the description of the invention, but this is very rare. 

What  happens  after  I  apply  for  a  patent?  

After you apply, we check 

! that your application contains all the necessary documents 
! that the application fee has been paid 
! whether the invention is patentable, i.e. whether it is new, inventive, and industrially applicable.  

We make sure that the invention is patentable by checking the invention defined in the claims against earlier 
solutions found in patent publications. Specialist literature, trade magazines, brochures etc. in the field are 
also used in the search.  

How  long  does  it  take  to  obtain  a  patent?  

The average processing time is 2–2.5 years. When the patent is granted, it comes into force with retroactive 
effect from the filing date. In other words, you obtain conditional protection for your invention during the 
application period – if someone during that period is infringing your patent that is to be granted later on, you 
may ask that person for compensation for the infringement.  

How  long  is  a  patent  in  force?  

The patent can be in force for up to 20 years from the filing date of the application. Exceptions to this are 
medicinal products and plant protection products, whose patent protection may be extended for up to five 
years. You apply for the extension by filing an application for a supplementary protection certificate. 

Patent applications and granted patents are kept in force by paying renewal fees annually. If the fees are not 
paid, the application or patent will lapse.  

Where do I get help? 
You can get general information about how to file a patent application from the innovation advisors 
(http://www.keksintosaatio.fi/en/Contact/Innovation-Advisors/) of the Foundation for Finnish Inventions, who 
operate at Centres for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment (ELY Centres), and from 
consulting engineers (http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/neuvonta.html) at our office. 

You may also contact patent agents to prepare patent applications for you. Read more about patent agents 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/patenttiasiamiehet.html).  

Do patents benefit others than their owners? 
Yes they do. Patent owners benefit from their exclusive rights as long as they are in force but others will also 
get access to the patent information. Patent publications have become the most important source of 
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technical information in the world. They cover all technical fields and have greater geographical and temporal 
reach than any other source of information. 

Patent publications describe in detail new technical solutions, their use, and the problems in the field, so you 
can use the information to develop new ideas in your own R&D. The majority of technical information found 
in patent publications can be used freely, as most of the patent applications will not be granted a patent – 
only patents that have been kept in force give their owners exclusive rights. 

Only patents and patent information will show you the patent rights that are in force, i.e. the obstacles to 
marketing or manufacturing a product. To avoid infringing others’ patent rights you must know what other 
businesses in your field are patenting. Ignorance is no excuse in patent infringements. 

Besides technical information, patent information is also commercial information – patents show the 
technology and markets your competitors are investing in. 

You should use patent information especially in your R&D to develop new ideas, to monitor technology and 
competitors in the field and to avoid patent infringements.  

How  can  I  find  out  if  the  technology  is  new?  

You can search and read patent publications for free in online patent databases. Espacenet database is an 
excellent source of information, in particular its worldwide patent database with more than 30 million patent 
publications, see at http://worldwide.espacenet.com. However, free databases are not always sufficient if you 
intend to carry out comprehensive searches on new technologies. 

On this website, you can find links to free patent databases under Other websites 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/linkkeja.html). 

You are also welcome to study paper publications in our reading room. The address is Arkadiankatu 6 A, 
Helsinki. Our collection, arranged by technical field, covers Nordic publications; publications from Germany, 
Switzerland, Great Britain, and USA; and publications of the international patent system (PCT) and of the 
European Patent Office. 

You can order preliminary examinations of novelty from our Advisory Service (read more under Consultation 
services http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/neuvonta.html). You can also contact patent agents and order a search 
(for contact details, see under Patent agents on this website 
http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/patenttiasiamiehet.html).  

How can I find out if the technology is already protected? 
Patented inventions can be found in patent publications. When we examine whether there are any obstacles 
to the use of an invention, we use either patent databases, or our collection of publications, or both, to find all 
patents and patent applications which are in force, or may come into force, in the technical field in question, 
and in a country where the invention will be used. We then compare the invention to the claims in the patents 
and patent applications found. The same procedure applies to utility models. 

The examination of obstacles to marketing or manufacturing, in other words obstacles to patenting, requires 
a very good knowledge of the technical field in question, very good patent searching skills, and experience in 
interpreting the scope of protection of the claims. Examinations can be demanding, which is why we 
recommend that you use an expert in the field.  

How can I find out if the patent is still in force? 
The best way to get information about whether a patent is in force is to contact the patent authority in the 
country in question. A patent is in force as long as the patent owner pays a fee for it to the patent authority 
every year. A patent can however be in force no longer than for 20 years from the filing date of the 
application. 

A patent family search tells you in which countries an invention has been granted a patent and whether the 
patent is still in force. You can order a patent family search from our Advisory Service 
(http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/neuvonta.html). You can also order the search from our library and information 
services (http://www.prh.fi/en/clientservice/kirjasto.html). Please note however that the patent family 
database does not include all countries in the world and the information from some countries may be 
incomplete. In other words, the patent family search only serves as guidance. 
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How can I find out what my competitors are patenting? 
The patent databases show you the patent applications and patents of your competitors, as all patent 
publications state who the patent applicant or inventor is. Select the database according to the country or 
countries whose patent information you want to search. 

When  can  I  ignore  others’  patents?  

If you are not dealing with any products, methods for manufacturing, or uses that are industrially applicable, 
you do not have to pay attention to patenting. However, please note that industrial use also includes 
processes, methods and devices in commerce, construction industry, agriculture, forestry, gardening, fishing, 
craft industries etc., and can therefore be patented. 

A patent gives the owner the right to prevent others from using the patented invention. If you plan on 

! manufacturing, marketing or importing a new product, or 
! introducing a new method for manufacturing, or 
! introducing a new way to use an existing product 

you should first check whether someone else has been granted a patent for the product, the method for 
manufacturing, or the use, and whether the patent is still in force. Such a patent may prevent you from 
carrying out your plan. 

Can  I  run  my  own  patent  searches?  

You can search for patents in our library reading room or in online databases which can be used for free or 
for a fee. 

You can request patent publications within a specific technical field to be brought into our library reading 
room for viewing. In order to find the right publications in the collection comprising more than 25 million 
publications and covering more than 40 countries, you need to know the patent classes for the technical 
fields you are interested in. Our library reading room provides you with classification guides to help you to 
find out the right classes. You can also ask our consulting engineers for advice. There are more than 100 
patent databases available, providing information from over 60 countries. They contain patent publications in 
their entirety from various countries, or their identification details or abstract details, and patent family or 
status details. There is no single database containing all available patent information. That is why you should 
use several sources to carry out a comprehensive search. 

The databases can be divided into two groups: free online databases and commercial databases for 
professional use. All of them can be used through a direct connection to the database, and some of them 
can be used online.  

The free online databases are suitable for monitoring new patent applications filed by competitors and for 
browsing patent publications. You can use these databases to search for technical information by carrying 
out simple searches to find out what is being patented in your technical field. They are not however suitable 
for comprehensive novelty searches or examinations of the state of the art due to their insufficient contents 
and search features. 

It is possible to quickly carry out comprehensive, advanced and accurate patent searches in commercial 
databases. This requires knowledge about the contents and structure of the databases and their information 
search techniques – commercial databases are mostly used by patent search experts, and should be used 
to carry out comprehensive patent searches. 

Our free databases providing patent and utility model information concerning Finland 

PatInfo Register – basic details of Finnish patent applications, patents and utility models 

FI-EP Register – basic details of European patents validated in Finland 

Espacenet patent information service – basic details of patent applications and patents since 1994, and 
patent publications in their entirety (patent information from Finland and more than 70 countries). 

Where do I get help with patent searches? 
Patent search services and information services are part of our business services. They are drawn from our 
expertise in patent information and our effective and skilful use of sources of information in the field. 

Our search services 

Preliminary examination of novelty (novelty search) 

Consulting preliminary examination of novelty (novelty search) 
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Report on the state of the art  

Examination of obstacles to marketing or manufacturing 

Our information services 

Patent monitoring 

Information searches, such as patent family searches and searches by applicant’s or inventor’s name. 

Patent search services are also provided by patent agents. 

Read more about our search and information services: http://www.prh.fi/en/patentit/tutkimuspalvelut.html. 

 

Utility models 
A utility model is, similar to a patent, a right to exclude. The holder of a utility model has the right to exclude 
others from commercial utilisation of the invention in accordance with his or her utility model. Forms of 
commercial utilisation include such acts as making, selling, using, and importing of a product protected by a 
utility model (for further information, see Act on Utility Model Rights, section 3). 

The right to exclude covers a restricted territory; it is in force in the countries where a utility model has been 
applied for and granted. The Finnish Patent and Registration Office (PRH) grants utility models in Finland. 
The right to exclude is in force for a limited period of time, generally no longer than for 10 years from the 
filing date of the application (for further information, see under How to Renew a Registration). 

A utility model right may be sold or licensed. In compensation the licensee pays the utility model holder, for 
instance, a specified percentage of the income produced by the invention (royalty). 

 

Utility model or patent? 

Why  choose  a  utility  model?  

A utility model is intended for inventions that do not reach the same level of invention than patentable 
inventions do, but which, however, quickly need a shorter protection period than patents offer. Patentable 
inventions can also be protected by a utility model. 

Utility model protection is less expensive than the protection provided by patents and its protection period of 
not more than 10 years is shorter than that of a patent. You should apply for a utility model if the life cycle of 
your invention is short, or if the profit made on it does not cover the patenting costs. 

How  to  convert  a  patent  application  into  a  utility  model  application  

You can apply for both a patent and a utility model at the same time. You can also first apply for a patent and 
then convert the patent application into a utility model application, if it seems that no patent can be obtained, 
because the invention does not involve enough of an inventive step, but it does, however, distinctly differ 
from known technology. 

The original filing date remains the same when a patent application is converted into a utility model 
application. The conversion must be done before the patent application has lapsed, in other words, before it 
has been rejected, withdrawn, or dismissed. 

The most convenient way to convert an application is to: 

! Photocopy the description and drawings in the patent application. 
! Rename heading ‘Patenttivaatimukset’ (Patent Claims) to be called ‘Suojavaatimukset’ (Claims) and 

enclose the claims. 
! Leave out the abstract. 
! Fill in the utility model application form and enter the original patent application number and filing 

date in item ‘Muunnettu patenttihakemuksesta’ (Converted from a patent application). 
! Pay the application fee. 

If the patent application includes patent claims that concern a process, they have to be left out of the claims 
in the utility model application. 
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Statistics 
National patent applications filed with the Finnish Patent and Registration Office (PRH) 

Year Applications total Finnish applicants  

2013 1737 1597 

2012 1827 1704 

2011 1774 1644 

2010 1833 1731 

2009 1933 1805 

2008 1947 1799 

2007 2015 1804 

2006 2018 1813 

2005 2059 1830 

2004 2220 2011 

2003 2187 1990 

2002 2369 2162 

2001 2660 2390 

2000 2903 2579 

1999 2854 2511 

1998 2857 2484 

1997 4668 2415 

1996 5309 2227 

1995 6362 2135 
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Intellectual Property Law in Russia 
General provisions 
The Fourth Part of the Civil Code of the RF as of December 18, 2006 is the codified regulatory act adopted 
in Russia in the area of the intellectual property. 

Objects Under Protection 
According to the Article 1225 of the Civil Code of the RF, the legal protection in Russia is granted in relation 
to the following results of the intellectual activities and the equal means of identification of legal entities, 
goods, works, services or enterprises: 

! scientific, literary and art works; 
! software created for the electronic data processing machines (hereinafter referred to as the 

"Computer(s)"); 
! data bases; 
! performances and audio records, radio or television programmes broadcasted via airwaves or cable; 
! inventions, utility models, industrial designs; 
! selective breeding results; 
! micro-chips layouts; 
! trade secrets (know-how); 
! means of identification of legal entities, goods, services: company names, trade and service marks, 

names of places of origin of goods, commercial names. 
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Intellectual Property Rights 
The following intellectual rights are recognized as an intellectual property: 

Exclusive right is a property right that provides the respective owner with an opportunity to control all of the 
types of use of his or her results of intellectual activity and to receive earnings from such use. According to 
the general rule, no other persons may use such results of intellectual activities or a means of identification 
without the owner's consent. 

In the events provided for by the laws, the exclusive rights for the results of intellectual activities or the 
means of identification are recognized and protected provided that such results or means of identification 
have been registered with respective state bodies. 

Personal non-property rights are determined by the Civil Code of the RF as the rights to an authorship and 
the rights to a name. Such rights are inalienable and non-transferable. The waiver of such rights is void. 

Other rights (resale royalty rights, rights of access etc.). 

License Agreements and Agreements Relating to Alienation of Exclusive Rights 

If the owner of intellectual property rights wishes to transfer his rights to use the results of intellectual activity 
or the means of identification to other person in full or in part, he may enter into an agreement of alienation of 
exclusive right or a license agreement. 

An agreement of alienation of exclusive rights or a license agreement shall be made in writing and be subject 
to state registration in the events where a result of intellectual activity or a means of identification are to be 
registered with the state bodies. The failure to make such agreements in writing or to register such 
agreements with respective state bodies will result in the nullity of such instruments. 

Certain Types of Intellectual Rights 
Copyright 
What is Protected? 

The intellectual rights to scientific, literary and art works constitute copyrights. The objects of copyright also 
include the software created for the Computers, the protection of which is similar to that of literary works. 

The copyright applies to works both made available to public or unrevealed, provided that all of such works 
have existed in certain hard copies. The copyright does not apply to ideas, concepts, principles, methods, 
processes, systems, manners, solutions to technical, managerial or other tasks, discoveries, facts, software 
programming languages. 

What Rights Do Pertain to an Author? 

An author of a certain work shall have the following rights: 

! exclusive right to that work; 
! right to authorship; 
! author's right to a name; 
! right of integrity; 
! right to make that work available to public. 

Is Registration Required? 

No registration or other formality shall be required with the purpose to create, exercise or protect the 
copyright. A person stated as an author on the original copy or a copy of a certain work shall be deemed to 
be the author of that work unless otherwise has been proved. 

Period of Validity of Copyright 

An exclusive copyright to a certain work shall remain in effect within the whole life of an author plus seventy 
years, which commence on January 1st following the year of that author's death. Upon the expiration of the 
period of exclusivity of a copyright, such scientific, literary or art work, whether revealed or unrevealed to 
public, will become a public domain. 

Liability for Breach of Copyright 
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Without prejudice to other applicable remedies to the extent as provided by laws, in the events of breach of 
an exclusive right for a certain work, the author or the respective copyright holder may claim, at his or her 
own discretion, that the offending party pay, instead of recovery for damages, the compensation 
representing the amounts as provided for in the legislation. 

Patent Rights 
What is Protected? 

The intellectual rights relating to inventions, utility models or industrial designs are subject to patent rights. 
The results of intellectual activities in scientific and engineering area meeting the requirements of the Civil 
Code of the RF relating to the inventions and the utility models, and the results of intellectual activities in the 
area of industrial design meeting the requirements of the Civil Code of the RF in respect of industrial 
designs, are recognized as the objects of the patent rights. 

What rights do pertain to an author of an invention, utility model or an industrial design? 

The exclusive right to an invention, utility model or an industrial design, which is, according to the general 
rule, recognized and protected only in the event of the state registration of respective invention, utility model 
or an industrial design, and the respective patent will be issued in respect of that invention, utility model or an 
industrial design by the federal executive body responsible for intellectual property matters (The Federal 
Service for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trade Marks, the brief name for which is Rospatent (hereinafter 
referred to as – "Rospatent"). 

Right of authorship – i.e. the right to be recognized as the author of an invention, utility model or an industrial 
design, is inalienable and non-transferable. The waiver of such right is void. 

Invention, Utility Model or Industrial Design Conditions of Patentability 

In order that an invention, utility model or an industrial design could be protected by laws, these inventions, 
designs or models should comply with the conditions as provided for by the legislation. In particular, the 
common feature for the above-mentioned inventions, models or designs shall be, as a mandatory provision, 
their novelty. 

Periods of Validity of Exclusive Rights for Inventions, Utility Models and Industrial Designs 

The period of validity of an exclusive right for an invention, utility model or an industrial design with 
respective patent confirming that right, shall be calculated from the date of submission of preliminary 
application to Rospatent and shall remain valid within the following periods: 

! twenty years – for inventions; 
! ten years – for utility models; 
! fifteen years – for industrial designs. 

Rights to Means of Identification of Legal Entities, Goods, Works, 
Services and Enterprises 
Company Name 

A legal entity is carrying on its business activities under its own company name, which is set out in the 
constitutional documents and is included in the Uniform State Register of Legal Entities when that legal entity 
has been registered. The company name must comprise the form of its incorporation and its name, which 
cannot exclusively consist of the words determining the area of its activity. 

A legal entity must have its full company name and may have an abbreviated name in Russian. It also may 
have its full and/or abbreviated company name in the languages of the peoples of the Russian Federation 
and/or in the foreign languages. 

A legal entity has an exclusive right to use its company name as a means of identification in any manner that 
is not prohibited by the laws. However, an entity cannot dispose of its company name on exclusive basis. 

The exclusive right to a company name shall commence as from the date of the state registration of the legal 
entity and it shall terminate at the date, on which the respective company name has been excluded from the 
Uniform State Register of Legal Entities in connection with termination of existence of that legal entity or if 
that legal entity has changed its company name. 
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Trade and Service Marks 

A trade mark, i.e. a sign that is used for identification of goods by legal entities or private entrepreneurs, shall 
be deemed to be a subject to exclusive right confirmed by a trade mark certificate. Verbal, graphic, 
volumetric or other marks, or the combinations of the latter, may be registered as trade marks. The 
respective rules relating to trade marks also apply to service marks, i.e. the signs that identify the works or 
services provided by the legal entities or private entrepreneurs. 

The state registration of trade marks is carried out by Rospatent. A trade mark will be followed by a 
certificate, which confirms the exclusive right to that trade mark in relation to goods set out in the certificate. 

Goods, labels, exterior packing of goods that bear an unlawful trade mark or other sign that is confusingly 
similar to the original trade mark, shall be deemed counterfeit. The legitimate owner of a trade mark may 
require the withdrawal of such goods from trading and their destruction on the account of a party at fault. The 
owner of a trade mark may require, at his discretion, that the party at fault will pay the compensation in the 
amounts as provided for in the legislation instead of remedying for losses. 

The exclusive right to a trade mark remains in force within ten years as from the date, on which an 
application for its state registration has been submitted. The period of validity relating to the exclusive right to 
such trade mark may, from time to time and taking into account an unlimited number of times, be extended 
for ten years in accordance with respective application submitted by its owner. 

Commercial Name 

The persons who are carrying on business activities may use, for a purpose of identification of their trading, 
manufacturing or other enterprises, commercial names that differ from company names and are not subject 
to be set out in the constitutional documents nor included in the Uniform State Register of Legal Entities. 

The owner shall have an exclusive right to use the commercial name as a means of identification of his 
enterprise in any manner that is not contradicting the laws. 

It is not allowed to use a commercial name that may be confusing in relation to the ownership of an 
enterprise by a specific person. 

The owner may grant other person the right to use his commercial name taking into account the procedure 
and the conditions as may be provided for by an agreement of lease of an enterprise or in respective 
agreement of commercial concession. 

The exclusive right to a commercial name shall be terminated if the owner of that name does not use it on 
continuing basis during one year. 

See more information at http://www.nsplaw.com/. 
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More Info 
Wirma Lappeenranta Ltd 
Wirma Lappeenranta Ltd provides services for start-up enterprises, established businesses, and tourists in 
the Lappeenranta region, along with developing the operating environment and competitiveness of the 
region. Wirma is specialised in helping businesses and public sector bodies alike in increasing their 
competence in doing business and promoting partnerships in Russia. 

Wirma Lappeenranta is part of Lappeenranta Business & Innovations Service Unit (B&I), which guarantees 
busy entrepreneurs, and those considering entrepreneurship, easy access to all the services in one place. 
The services are provided by Wirma Lappeenranta Ltd and Lappeenranta Business Premises Ltd. 

Wirma Lappeenranta Ltd is a non-profit regional development company owned by the City of Lappeenranta 
and the neighbouring municipalities of Lemi, Luumäki, Savitaipale and Taipalsaari. 

 

Contacts 
Wirma Lappeenranta Ltd 

Laserkatu 6 

FI-53850 LAPPEENRANTA 

FINLAND 

info@wirma.fi 

www.wirma.fi 
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