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Innovative way of development of the economy, including the system of higher 

education requires precise execution core of the concept of modernization and 

strategic development of higher vocational education. The globalization of society 

and economic processes leads to the need to develop and strengthen international 

cooperation with universities in order to improve the quality of training. 

 

The participation of students, undergraduates and graduate students in various 

European programs, especially such as Erasmus Mundus, Tempus and other 

exchange program, allows to meet the vocational education system in the European 

countries, as well as to expand the network of professional collaboration for further 

research. 

A particularly important role is played by the system of training and exchange of 

teaching staff with European colleagues. Participation in joint conferences, 

seminars, research projects, including those undertaken by the various programs 

have already become a permanent base for the exchange of experiences, meet new 

developments and research results. 

The aim of this kind of exchange program is to establish personal contacts between 

student, academic and industrial research groups of European countries and Russia, 

improving mutual awareness of the promising areas of research and the existing 

potential, and the formation of joint teams to solve problems in various areas of 

mutual interest . 

 

The development of the "Finnish-Russian Innovation University" (hereinafter - 



 

 

 

 

 

FRIU) is particularly important at a stage of innovation development and 

modernization of higher education in Russia. 

The project was developed as part of the "Innovation Corridor EU-Russia» (ERIC), 

opening a new, fifth global cooperation under the slogan "common space for 

innovation and technology" and has been successfully implemented since 2007. 

The project set up and successfully operate a joint team of students and professors 

from universities in Finland and Russia, seminars and conferences, a number of 

joint training programs, implemented new innovative projects. A number of the 

projects have long crossed the Finnish-Russian cooperation and attracted the 

participation of universities in other European countries. 

That is why at the present stage of development of the project is necessary to 

expand the scope of cooperation and attract universities not only in Finland but 

also in other European countries, ie we are talking about a new project "European-

Russian Innovation University", and the Russian side is supposed to engage the 

universities not only North-West, but also in other regions of Russia. This idea has 

been discussed at meetings of experts of the project and was supported by all 

participants. 

Expand the scope of cooperation and the involvement of new universities of 

European countries will become more involved in European programs in different 

areas and, therefore, to expand research for all the participants. Involvement in the 

project of students and graduate students from various European countries will 

increase the personal level of competence of the participants, prestige of 

researches, and training organization representatives of industrial companies and 

the holding of specialized lectures by leading scientists will meet with advances in 

modern advanced technology. 

Formation on the state level innovation policy based on knowledge, poses 

new challenges Russian universities and yet requires resolution of a number of 



 

 

 

 

 

problems in existing and arising in the development process. For transition to an 

economy based on knowledge, the most important task is to further develop the 

system of higher education, the introduction of innovative technologies in the 

educational process at the university, the preservation and improvement of 

scientific, technological and innovative capacities of the universities in St-

Peterburg and the universities as a whole. In this regard, the development of the 

project will specifically address a number of challenges facing the Russian 

universities. 

 

The main goal of the new project is to preserve the best traditions of European 

higher education and to raise the quality of education, research, scientific, 

methodological and organizational management of the universities on the basis of 

the exchange of experience with European universities and the introduction of the 

latest achievements in the development of the system of higher education, 

improving the quality of training. 

 

One of the areas of the project is necessary to provide recommendations on the 

development of legal and regulatory framework for decision-making on the use of 

intellectual property of the material, technical and financial resources of 

universities in the implementation of joint projects. 

This project will ensure the sustainable development of educational and research 

activities of universities and will align the main directions of development of 

Russian universities to the principles of a common European educational space. 


