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SSDC OVERVIEW 

What is SSDC? We are an organization in pursuit of educating and engaging 

our fellow students in the building of small satellites. We work on projects 

year-round, mainly focused on the planning and brainwork of them in the 

endeavor to receive grants and funding to be empowered to build the 

satellites ourselves.   

Involvement at local elementary schools 

This semester SSDC began to reach out to neighboring elementary school to 

try and generate interest in STEM field by trying to educate them through 

fun, hands-on experiments. 

DIFFERENT PROJECTS 

Microgravity, High Altitude 

Balloon, CubeSat, SwampSat, 

and others. 

 

 

 

 

 

MICROGRAVITY 

The Microgravity Team has 

reached real heights as it 

races to get funding to 

build a prototype latch 

mechanism that can 

ensure rapid deployment of 

slew maneuvers.  

This project has been 

underway for quite some 

time and our team has 

been working strong and 

hard on it. Good Luck! 

 

 

 

Microgravity Team 2013 

CUBESAT 

This is the newest of SSDC 

projects: building cube-

shaped satellites.  

Earlier this year, in October, 

we held our first CubeSat 

workshop. This was the first 

hands-on satellite building 

workshop hosted by SSDC 

and Sheldon Clarks of 

Raytheon.  

This was a unique 

opportunity for students to 

learn about satellite 

subsystems and programming 

details. 

 

 



 

 

 

   

  

 

 

  

ACTIVITIES BEYOND 
SCHOOL 

Though we are a very 

involved in many projects and 

scientific pursuits, we always 

like to give back to our 

community, such as through 

scientific demonstrations at 

local school.  

We also participated in 

Homecoming Parade this 

year. We build our float at St. 

Francis High School. A lot of 

hammering, though! 

Performing Science Demonstrations at Foster Elementary School 

Community Service and Social Activities 

Halloween Haunted Corn Maze social at Rogers Farm 

Building Homecoming Float at St. Francis High School 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 The results of the Microgravity 

proposal will be out by mid-

December. 

 More CUBESAT and 

SwampSAT project activities in 

the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Mentions: 

Dante Buckley, a UF Alumnus and a past 

member of SSDC. Currently, he works at 

St. Francis High School as a teacher. 

Sheldon Clark, a UF Alumnus and a past 

SSDC member and Graduate Advisor. 

Currently, he works at Raytheon and 

headed the October CubeSat workshop. 

For more information, contact:  

President: Martin Wilson: martinmwilson@gmail.com  

Vice President Internal: Radina Dikova: rdikova@ufl.edu  

Vice President External: Tyler Strickland tasjaxbch@ufl.edu  

Secretary: Tahmid Ibnat tibnat@ufl.edu 

Treasurer: Mile Schulz mschulz-ptk@hotmail.com  

BEC Representative: Dakota Santana: dakotajs@ufl.edu  

Or, go to  

https://ufl.collegiatelink.net/organization/ufssdc  

Facebook Page: UF Small Satellite Design Club  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ufsmallsat/  
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