


Dr. Curtis enjoyed math and science in high school and had the good fortune of having an 
excellent guidance counselor who suggested that she pursue engineering. She selected her 
favorite science, chemistry, as her focus, leading her into chemical engineering. As a junior and 
senior in college she was a teaching assistant for an algebra class and absolutely loved teaching 
and helping students learn, which is when she decided that she wanted to teach for her career. 
She also enjoyed doing research, guiding her into academia. UF’s particle engineering research 
center and chemical engineering department chair position lured her to move to Gainesville. 

Dr. Curtis recently accepted a position as Associate Dean for Research and Facilities. The thing she 
enjoys most about this new role is helping professors win large grants for their research. Not only 
do these grants help to build UF’s research program, but they also bring national visibility to the 
College of Engineering which helps build the reputation of the college. 

Her advice to undergraduates is to make the most informed decisions you can, such as trying both 
a semester of undergraduate research and a semester internship before deciding whether you 
want to pursue graduate school or a career in industry. Once you make an informed decision, she 
encourages you to �nd a strong support system, because everyone needs a little help now and 
then. “Get everyone on board with your decision and it will work out,” leading to a successful work 
life balance. 

Dr. Curtis strongly believes in not underestimating your abilities and to not be too critical on yourself. She 
also encourages people to step up to the plate and not wait for someone else to do the job for you; too many 
people are afraid to be leaders because they don’t want to accept the responsibilities which come along with 
leadership roles.

To contact Dr. Curtis, send an email to jcurtis@eng.u�.edu
        Copy By: Elizabeth Volpe

“There will always be someone who may not treat you the 
same, but ultimately if you continue to show that you’re a 
competent engineer then the rewards will come; people will 
recognize you. Are you going to focus on the one who doesn’t 
treat you well? Or are you going to move on and move 
forward?” 
Dr. Jennifer Sinclair Curtis
Associate Dean for Research and Facilities, Distinguished 
Professor-Chemical Engineering
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Upcoming Events
-SWE National Conference - October 24th to October 27th.
-SWE Love You Day- Thursday, October 31st from 10am - 4pm in Weil 274
-Smores Social- Wednesday, October 30th from 6:00p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Next general body meeting: Tuesday, November 5th at 6:15 p.m.

SWE at the Habitat for Humanity Build

SWE at the
Talbot
Elementary
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outreach
event


