
The University of Florida chapter of AIAA has hit the ground running and is 
hosting numerous events throughout for the fall semester. 
 
 At the first general body meeting of the year, UF AIAA had a spectacular turnout 
with close to 100 attendees. Many were new members looking to get involved. 
We discussed what AIAA is, the design teams associated with the student 
chapter, the events we hold, along with how to get involved. 
 
AIAA cohosted a Mechanical and Aerospace “How I Got My Internship” event 
with consisting of a panel of students who have completed multiple internships as 
students and a Q&A session followed by a networking and resume-critiquing 
opportunity. 
 
AIAA also participated in the planning of events including hosting Major General 
Eldon Joersz who currently holds the world air speed record from his 
experiences with the SR-71 Blackbird and Colonel Kevin Ford who is a NASA 
astronaut. 
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UF AIAA also held information sessions with Lockheed Martin and SpaceX to 
help students network with industry. Throughout the fall, students were exposed 
to a variety of speakers including industry leaders, professors conducting cutting-
edge research, along with and other student leaders and professionals to aid in 
networking and professional development. 
 
AIAA also hosted Trase Travers, CEO, of Millennium Engineering. Besides 
information sessions and general body meetings with speakers, AIAA is planning 
multiple tours throughout the state of Florida, along with Regional Conference 
and community service activities such as Aerospace Day and Engineering Week 
activities in the spring.  
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Additionally, the organization has three major design teams including the Rocket 
Team, Design/Build/Fly, and the Research and Development Team, a joint effort 
between AIAA, ASME, and the Society of Automotive Engineers. 
 
UF AIAA offers students the opportunity to enhance their education and 
experience at UF through guest speakers, community service, design teams, 
social activities, mentoring, intramural sports, and preparation for the AIAA 
Region II Student Conference.  The mission of the University of Florida chapter 
of AIAA is to professionally and academically develop engineers within the 
College of Engineering at the University of Florida who share a common passion 
for the aerospace industry. 
 
For more information, please contact Paul Chestnut at ufl.aiaa@gmail.com or 
visit our website at http://www.uflaiaa.org. 
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