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EWB’s Mission 

Engineers Without Borders USA is a 

nonprofit humanitarian organization 

established to support community-

driven development programs 

worldwide through partnerships that 

design and implement sustainable 

engineering projects, while creating 

transformative experiences that enrich 

global perspectives and create 

responsible leaders. 

EWB’s Vision 

EWB-USA's vision is a world in which 

the communities we serve have the 

capacity to sustainably meet their 

basic human needs. Today, more than 

two billion people lack access to the 

most basic things -- clean drinking 

water, adequate sanitation, reliable 

passage to local markets and more. 

 

EWB’s Programs 

International programs function as a 

collaborative effort between 

underdeveloped communities and a 

group of student or professional 

engineers all structured within an 

established EWB-USA framework.  

The community and engineers work 

together to conceive a project capable 

of satisfying one or more of the 

community’s needs. The engineering 

team then undertakes the design and 

implementation processes, always 

keeping the idea of sustainability in 

mind. Project funding is procured by 

the engineering team through grant 

writing and various sponsorships. 

Underpinning the entire process is a 

five-year commitment by the 

engineering team to ensure long-term 

success of the project.  

  

 

Introducing a New Program 
 

 

Working towards Implementation 

What is Engineers Without Borders?  
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This past October, the University of Florida chapter of 
Engineers Without Borders attended the Southeast 
Regional Conference in Atlanta, Georgia at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology. With 22 students in 
attendance, EWB-UF had the largest representation 
of the entire region.  

Current president, Cody PK Heitman, and former 
president, Ashley Anne Accad, lead a panel on 
effective chapter transitions. Discussions focused on 
passing along leadership roles, methods for sustaining 
successful chapter leadership, and how to create a 
chapter capable of enduring the dynamics brought 
about by the graduation of long-term members.  

Before conference even commenced, EWB-UF won a 
$500 scholarship offered by EWB-USA to assist with 
costs associated with attending the conference. 

EWB-UF also won $150 at the end of the conference 
by successfully completing a quiz competition 
designed by the host chapter. Our thanks go out to 
Harrison Schultz for his flawless victory.

EWB-UF has just opened a new 
international program in Khanalthok, 
Nepal. The international team will be 
collaborating with Dhulikel Hospital 
and Kathmandu University in Nepal. 
The aim of this project is to recover 
Khanalthok’s educational system by 
improving the water supply facilities, 
and waste water management of the 
village's only public secondary 
school.  
 
An assessment for this project was 
completed by the current project 
lead, Harrison Schultz, who spent the 
summer of 2013 studying appraisal 
processes and problem solving for 
sustainable development projects at 
Kathmandu University via Technion 
University and the University of 
Colorado-Boulder, under the 
guidance of Mark Talesnick, founder 

of EWB-Technion and Bernard 
Amadei, founder of EWB-USA.  
 
Currently, a new team of students 
at the University of Florida has 
been assembled to return to 
Khanalthok, Nepal and continue 
assisting the community. The 
current team includes 16 members. 
 
Undergraduate Students:  
Cameron Cooper, Cody PK 
Heitman, Daniel Ruiz, Diego De La 
Hoz, Gina Parra, Harrison Schultz, 
Jackie Pedota, Kiran Gaulee, 
Nathan Dekrey, Sarah McIntyre, 
Sebastian Vargas, and Taylor 
Chaisson.  
Graduate Students: 
Bishow Poudel, Deepak Shrestha, 
Raina Zantout, and Uttam Gaulee. 

New Program in Khanalthok, Nepal 

South East Regional Conference 
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ASSESMENT TRIP  

 

(Above) EWB-UF Bolivia team members observe the 
river in Aripalca, Bolivia. 

 
 
 

 
 

(above) Students Geronimo Etchechury (top) and 
Kathleen Kirsch (bottom ) collect water samples from 

the irrigation channel and the water storage tank 
respectively to send out for bacteriologcal and heavy 

metal testing. 
 

 
 

(above) Community members lead the team to the 
sources of water near the village. 

  

 

 

The EWB-UF Bolivia team recently 
closed new member applications, and 
has accepted seven students into the 
team; five undergraduates and two 
graduate students — Mathew Lipman, 
Jessica Valencia, Caitlin Smith, Sonata 
Valaitis, and Sophia Saportas, Chris 
Moody and Pedro Perez respectively.  
The Bolivia team has also gained Dr. 
Hildebrand as a technical mentor.  

Dr. Hildebrand, a professor in the Food 
and Resource Economics Department 
at UF, is distinguished by his Sondeo, a 
methodology he himself pioneered for 
information gathering in small, rural 
communities. Sondeo methodology 
was used, to great success, by the 
Bolivia Team during its most recent 
assessment trip in Aripalca, Bolivia. Dr. 
Hildebrand will be providing technical 
reviews on EWB documents and advice 
pertaining to his expertise in 
agriculture and community dynamics.  

In May, the EWB-UF Bolivia Team 
traveled to Aripalca, Bolivia to conduct 
an assessment trip. During the 
assessment, the team performed a 
Sondeo, the rapid community 
appraisal method mentioned above. 
Because it is designed specifically for 
rural communities in the developing 
world and involves using informal 
interviews with diverse community 
members, the team was able to gain 
perspective of community dynamics 
and priorities. The information 
gathered through the Sondeo 
indicated that the community’s most 
pressing problems stemmed from 
unequal distribution of irrigation water 
caused by the existing, inefficient 
irrigation channel.  
 

The team also conducted a water audit, 
which assessed the water quality and 
flow rates of all water sources 
surrounding the community. There exist 
two nearby water sources that feed into 
a single irrigation channel system. Due 
to current infrastructure  

 
 

an  
inefficiency, however, communities 
further south often do not receive 
enough water to irrigate their crops. 
Preliminary assessments of flow rate 
differences between the source of the 
catchment system and the area where 
crops are irrigated show a 96% loss in 
flow of water.  

Preliminary assessments of flow 
rate differences between the 
source of the catchment system 
and the area where crops are 
irrigated show a 96% loss in flow of 
water. 

The team is now in the process of 
evaluating the degree of water loss due 
to different elements such as holes in 
the concrete structures of the system, 
water loss due to percolation and 
evaporation, and determining the best 
repair methods to significantly decrease 
water loss in the irrigation channel.  

 
 

The Bolivia Team recently participated 
in UF’s Graduate Student Research Day. 
The event, organized by the Center for 
Innovation through Institutional 
Integration (I3), was geared towards 
graduate students, researchers, and 
faculty members. Undergraduates 
involved in research were also 
encouraged to participate.  
 
The event involved a poster contest with 
monetary awards for the highest scoring 
posters. The theme for the event was 
Mentoring and Leadership, and 
provided the team with an opportunity 
to learn from research being done by 
master and doctoral students while 
establishing connections and 
identifying possible collaborators for 
the future.  
 

Implementation in Aripalca, Bolivia 
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SOUTH EAST REGIONAL CAMPING TRIP 

 

The University of Florida EWB chapter is hosting the Southeast 
Regional Camping trip on the weekend of Nov 15th at Fort Cooper 
State Park.  The camping trip is open for all students in the South 
East Region. The itinerary for the camping trip includes hiking 
and kayaking in addition to time for project discussion and a 
specially created engineering activity.   

 
EWB-UF won the Southeast Region Camping Trip Scholarship of 
$350, which will be used towards equipment and other costs 
associated with the camping trip.  

 
NEW WEBSITE 

 

Engineers Without Borders - UF is proud to announce the launch 
of its new website, www.ewb-uf.org. The website is a complete 
overhaul of the previously used website, which will soon be taken 
down. The new website displays information about international 
and domestic programs, as well as membership development 
programs and contact information for executive board members. 
The site is undergoing some final touches, but is accessible and 
should be finalized by the end of November. 

 
CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS   

 

EWB-UF has updated and reformatted its corporate sponsorship 
packet. The sponsorship packet will be used to provide 
corporations with an overview of current projects, levels of 
sponsorship, benefits of sponsorship, and how the company can 
help sponsor the chapter.   
 
In other news, the Bolivia team has received $500 from CDM 
Smith, an official global sponsor of EWB-USA. The award was the 
result of a program put in place by CDM Smith to reward the EWB 
chapter with the greatest visitation at the company’s booth 
during university sponsored career fairs. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Florida students show their school pride during the Spring 2012 
camping trip at Everglades National Park. 

 

 
Ewb-uf.org’s new home page with links to EWB-UF’s facebook, twitter 

and acess to information about  EWB-UF programs  
 
 
 

More Information? 
ewb.ufl@gmail.com

 

 

 

http://www.ewb-uf.org/

