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  WELCOME TO AEROGATORS 

AeroGators Background 
AeroGators is an organization that was created to build 
full-size light sport aircraft and promote aviation on 
campus. The group was created in the spring of 2012, 
and is now in the midst of building a 32ft Excalibur light 
sport airplane.  The club accepts anyone willing to work 
hard and have a good attitude. No experience needed to 
begin. Those new to the club will be trained to perform 
tasks needed to participate in the building of the plane. 
Closed toed shoes are mandatory and wearing loose 
fitting clothing is not recommended.             

The Plane 
The Excalibur Aircraft is a 32ft wide, tw0 person, light 
sport aircraft. With a weight of just under 600lb, the 
plane can do short take off and landings, which make it 
very versatile when finding destinations to travel to. The 
weight is kept low thanks to an aluminum frame with a 
canvas body. It is powered by a 55hp Rotax engine, and 
has a cruising speed of 90mph. 

Last Semester 
The spring of 2013 was the first semester that the club 
worked on building our aircraft. Over the semester we 
followed the instructions of the kit to successfully build 
the tail section of the airplane. The final assembly of this 
piece will be completed when the plane ‘s final assembly 
happens. This is projected to happen in the spring of 
2015.                         

Involvement 
Next semester, AeroGators is looking to bring aviation 
awareness to the University of Florida campus. One way 
this will happen is through an event that will be put on 
during the spring of 2014. Members of the local 

Experimental Aircraft Association will be coming in to 
share information about building planes and will also 
talking about their flight experience to bring their 
passion to the campus. 

Current Work 
This semester we have been working hard on the wing 
section of the plane. The picture above shows the team 
working hard on the ribs of the wings by riveting gussets 
to secure them in place. The man at the end of the wing 
is the creator of Excalibur Aircraft and was brought in by 
the club this semester to aid in the wing’s construction. 
So far, all of the ribs have been fastened to the frame, 
and the ailerons have been prepped. The next step in 
this process will be to finish the riveting needed and 
finally cover the wings. The plane has an aluminum 
frame with a form-fitted canvas covering. Heat 
application and specialized glue are used to apply the 
covering to the frame of the plane.             

Needs 
At this point, the organization is looking to fill the spot 
of fundraising chair. This is an officer position with the 
club, and applications are now being taken. In addition 
to this, the club is also looking for someone with artistic 
ability to draw up drafts for a logo. These are the two 
club openings at this time, but all are welcome to come 
out and join in the building of the plane.  

Information 
All of the club’s information, as well as updates on 
meetings and build dates, can be found on our Facebook 
page, UF AeroGators. Our website is in the works, and 
updates on it will also be given on the Facebook page. 

 

Excalibur Fuselage 
This semester we received the fuselage of our kit. Most 
of this part of the plane was pre-built due to safety 
measures. Even though most of it is pre-built, there are 
many additional steps worth of work to be done on this 
piece to make it flight ready. AeroGators is planning to 
begin work on the fuselage in the spring of 2014.                        

 

Dreaming of Flight 
The picture above shows President David Troner, and 
Vice President Daniel Urban sitting in the fuselage of the 
Excalibur aircraft. Plans are being made to have the plan 
in the air by the spring of 2015

 

Working on the wings 
by [Daniel Urban] 


