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Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us!  
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“It is good to abandon oneself unreservedly to the 

guidance of Divine Providence. Our reserves dry up the 
current of His mercies, and our distrust stops the course 

of God’s blessings.”  -- Advice to the Directresses of the Curé d’ 
Ars’ Orphanage            Thoughts of the Curé d’ Ars 

 

SAYING OF THE MONTH 

Parent and Child 

   Of all the elements that go to make up the child’s world 

the most important is affection. No other single factor can 
do so much to enrich the little one’s personality. It is the 

first essential to the child’s world. Without it there is no 
genuine home atmosphere. Without it the domestic 

environment cannot provide that feeling of security and 
confidence, that sense of fellowship and mutual sympathy 

which is so vital to the child’s proper development. 

Without it there is a void in his life which subsequent 
events cannot wholly fill. 

    Here, however, as is the case with all the emotions, 

moderation must be the rule. While love is a normal 
emotional reaction that parents experience in relation to 

their children, there can be too little and too much of it. In 

either case it will defeat the purposes for which it is 
intended. Children react in various ways when their 

parents’ love for them is either too feeble or too powerful. 
Difficulties in this regard may result in emotional 

instability, in excessive shyness or excessive boldness, in 
feelings of inferiority or in feelings of superiority, in 

jealousy, a negativistic attitude, or in immoderate 
demands for attention. The particular reactions will 

depend upon the type of child in question. Thus when a 

child of a timid disposition or of  a shut-in type of 
personality is denied a proper amount of parental 

affection, he will tend to brood quietly and to retire within 
a dream world created by his own imagination. A more 

forward or extrovert child, on the other hand, may try to 

forget the slights shown him by centering his attention 

upon greater external activity. Or again, he may develop a 
rebellious reaction to parental authority or even give 

himself over to delinquent ways in an effort to show his 
displeasure and dissatisfaction. It is well to observe that 

estrangements in family life are usually characterized by 
lack of affection in the home environment. Its absence may 

also develop in the child, even in his early years, a spirit of 

antagonism that may color his whole emotional existence. 

   Not uncommon, too, are the parents who show their 
children an excessive amount of affection. Here, again, 

there are serious hazards. There is the danger, for 
instance, of encouraging the little one’s inborn selfishness 

by giving in to his whims in order to win his affection or to 

keep him quiet. Again, there is the danger of encouraging 
in him a hampering sense of dependency by too 

sympathetic an attitude on the part of the parents or by too 
great a solicitude for him. 

   No one would question that sympathy is altogether 

necessary for a child. But it is no less true that too much 

sympathy can prove very harmful to him. Furfey1 has very 
vividly shown this danger by comparing the effect of 

sympathy with that of a drug. Both can be highly beneficial, 
but they are so only when administered in suitable 

quantities and under proper conditions. “When a patient,” 
he says, “is suffering excruciating agony, it is the part of a  
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“Whoever does not hear the Church, let him be to 

thee as a heathen and a publican (Matt. 18:17).” 

Maxim – Principle to Instill 

(From the CCM Mother Love Manual) 

 

PARENT AND CHILD continued 

from p. 1… 

merciful and wise doctor to 
administer a drug which will ease the 

pain; but if the drug is given too often 
and without sufficient cause, it is easy 

for the patient to become dependent 

upon it and to develop into a slave of 
the drug habit. It is the same with 

sympathy. It makes bearable certain 
situations which would be almost too 

much for human nature, and in such 
cases it is a blessed relief which the 

mother will always be the first to give. 
But if it is employed too frequently, it 

is easy for the child to become a slave 

to it and to take a delight in seeking 
sympathy during times of stress 

instead of facing the difficulty bravely 
by itself.”   

   While parents, therefore, must show 

toward their children a reasonable 

amount of affection, they must not 
permit them to impose too much upon 

their sympathy. Moderation must be 
their guide. They must control their 

emotions for the sake of the little 
ones. 

Continuing in next month’s issue… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Furfey, P. H., You and Your Children, pp. 41-42 

(Benziger Brothers, New York., 1929) 

 

 

“We were attending my son’s Confirmation 

with Cardinal Burke. After a while, my 4 year 

old asked if the Bishop was done kicking him. 

She meant slapping!”  

Janet 
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Disparities in Age, Education, Background 

A Marriage Manual for Catholics 
by Dr. William A. Lynch 

Continuing from last month’s issue…. 

   It is perhaps significant that when such a marriage does 

succeed, the man is usually more educated than the woman.  

What accounts for this greater success? The explanations are 

perhaps as many and varied as there are marriage counselors  
and people. Generally, I think, the woman can make sweeter 

uses of humility than can the man; in such a situation she can 

use her peculiarly womanly talents to support and inspire her 

husband. Furthermore, women in our society are rarely  

drawn into intellectual discussions; they are more active in 

their roles as wives and mothers—and they are judged more 

on these bases. Finally, when in social circles of a lower 

educational level (and this sounds terribly snobbish), the 
educated male is apt to be much more accepted and respected 

than the female would be in the same situation, as we have 

already pointed out. This double standard is in no way 

justified, but such is the way of people. 

   Education in itself cannot hurt a marriage; on the contrary ,  
it should help considerably in solving some of its inevitable 

problems. The mental discipline found in education should 

help to keep the pattern of discussions and decisions within a 

logical path. And even a superficial study of the social sciences 

and history and literature should bring a better 

understanding of life and the world. 

   As might be expected, the divorce rate is proportionatel y  

lower among college graduates than among graduates of 

secondary or grammar schools. Even when the marriage fails, 

evidence indicates that the college graduate endures a bad 

situation longer for the sake of the children. However, there is 

reason to believe that divorce in college students is on the 

upswing, possibly as a result of recent ultra-liberal thinking 
and preaching for freedom of sex. If such attitudes prevail, we 

are in danger of inbreeding irresponsibility into marriage 

rather than bringing responsibility and maturity through 

education. 

   If the important aspects of what to seek in a marriage 
partner were to be summarized under one general heading, it 

would be a “philosophy of life.” This does not mean that a 

person looks for someone who has a knowledge of Santayana,  

Dewey, or Aristotle; a philosophy of life concerns a person’s  

thinking about religion, children, family, responsibility of 

parents, wealth, social position, and money. All of these things  

are important, but when you are looking for someone to 
marry, they become critical. These ideas should be 

consciously raised, discussed, and evaluated prior to 

marriage. A dichotomy in two persons ’ philosophy of life 

usually results in the partners being cut off from one another 

on this particular item. These are the problems that cause the 

most serious arguments and produce the most lasting 

wounds. Indeed, it is not improbably that important 

differences on at least two of the items comprising a 

philosophy of life could make a successful and enduring 
marriage almost impossible. 

   One of the most important of these items is religion. More 

will be said about religion when the discussion turns to mixed 

marriages, but essentially if marriage is the means which two 

people have to guide them back to God, it becomes 
automatically difficult for such a couple to achieve that end if 

their religious beliefs are sincere and are different. A sincere 

religious belief is so personal that no compromise is possible, 

and upon this all-important subject, such a couple remain 

strangers.  

   Similarly, within broad limits, whatever is important to a 
couple should be decided before marriage. Is family life to 

compete with social life? Is the bill for the baby sitter to be 

equated with the bill for food? Is marriage, indeed, to be 

equated with the family? Will the parents be available as much 

as possible for the education and discipline of their children? 

Which holds primacy—the development of a family or 

development of the parent as an individual? I think all parents  
must be made to realize that the family comes first and that 

individual independence must be sacrificed to some extent for 

the sake of the family. 

   Money or the lack of it assumes a large role in people’s lives. 

To what extent it affects the life of a prospective marriage 
partner should be determined before the ceremony. The 

financial compromises which are sometimes necessary in 

marriage will be difficult to make if one partner craves money  

(and the social position that goes with it). Persons who are 

convinced that money, wealth, and social position can buy 

happiness for themselves and their children, are a grave risk 

in marriage; these are grounds for even considering breaking 

off the engagement. Young people approaching marriage with 
such ideas generally have been feeling such convictions for 

some time and are not easily dissuaded from them, even under 

the conditions of family living. In such situations, a 

compromise, if possible at all, frequently leaves in its wake 

frustration and bitterness. Much unhappiness can be avoided 

if the subject is explored prior to marriage. Perhaps, indeed,  

some marriages doomed to failure could be avoided if this 

subject were properly discussed. 

Continuing in next month’s issue… 
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The Catholic Family 

Handbook 
by Rev. George A. Kelly 

Chapter 10: Where to Get Help When in Trouble 

All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://sites.google.com/site/christianmothersols/ 

[ols ~ Our Lady of Sorrows] 

Contact Officers at 

ccm.officers@gmail.com 
 

 

Contact Spiritual Director 

Canon Antoine Boucheron 
stjoseph@institute-christ-king.org 

 

Regional Coordinator for the 

St. Gerard Committee 
stgerardcommittee@gmail.com 

   Probably no family exists that does not have some deep 

and serious problems. Sometimes the problems may 
result from personality conflicts between husband and 

wife or from a difference in their objectives. Perhaps 
they derive from the interference of in-laws; from a 

harmful habit of one partner, such as drinking or 
gambling to excess; from the failure of children to 

respond to the training by parents, church or school; or 

from an almost unlimited variety of other factors. 

   When you were married you were not granted 
immunity from difficulty. Your marriage contract, in 

which you agreed to take your partner “for better or 
worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness or in health,” 

clearly foresaw that your future life as a husband and 

father or wife and mother would be strewn with 
problems. Therefore your success or failure as a parent 

will not depend upon the number of difficulties in your 
life, but rather upon how you handle those thrust upon 

you. To some extent, at least, the manner in which you 
deal with your problems is the primary measure of your 

adequacy as a marriage partner and a parent. 

   One of the greatest attributes you can develop is the 

ability to determine what is important in your life, what 
constitutes a danger for your family’s future, and 

whether you yourself possess resources to deal with any 
dangers that you foresee. Of equal, if not greater, 

importance is the attitude that any cross can be made 
bearable—if you display the courage and optimism 

which faith in God and His goodness can provide. 

YOU MUST EXPECT DIFFICULTIES. 

   To achieve a truly happy family life, you must learn 

how to deal with troubles and tensions that are an 
ordinary part of existence together in a family unit. As 

The Catholic Marriage Manual points out, a husband and 

wife will view and do things differently. They come from 
different backgrounds, and thus they will have different 

ideas about how money should be spent, how the 
household should be run, about recreation, eating, 

sleeping and many other activities of daily life. No couple 
can reasonably hope to live together in a continuously 

serene atmosphere, unmarred by disagreements. 

   Since children have their own distinct personalities, 

they too will differ with their parents alone and together, 
and with other children in the family. You must expect 

some difficulties. But when disagreements go beyond 
normal levels, or when parents or children develop 

habits which continuously endanger their spiritual and 
emotional development or the happiness of the family at 
large, real trouble may be said to exist. 


