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“The greatest saints were those who suffered the 

most.”  --Sermon on Afflictions 

Thoughts of the Curé d’ Ars 

 

SAYING OF THE MONTH 

Parent and Child 

Factors Influencing Home Life - Continued from last issue… 

  It is well to note in this connection that the aesthetic sense 

of children develops very early. Cameron points out that even 
from the beginning of the second year they take delight in 
beautiful things, in new clothes, in personal adornment of all 

sorts, and even show evident pleasure in new pictures and 
articles of beautification within the home. At a very early age, 

too, they have pronounced favorites in colors. On the other 
hand, even tiny children show dislike of dirt and all 

unpleasant things. Only children who are tired out by physical 
illness or by nervous exhaustion will lie without protest in a 
dirty condition. There is small chance, however, to cultivate 

any sense of the beautiful in the slums of the modern city. 

   Another important matter so far as the physical 

environment of the home is concerned is the question of 
space. In fact, a sufficient amount of space in and about the 
home is an absolutely essential element in the child’s world. 

Without it his home would indeed be a dull place. Without 
adequate place for play, for instance, he would be constantly 

in the way. Without it he would be continually intruding upon 
the quiet and solitariness of grown-ups. He would have no 

place to romp and disport himself in all the free and innocent 
spirit of childhood and thereby give vent his pent-up energy. 
And without these things home would be anything but what 

a child’s home should be.      

   Proper management of the home world also exerts an 

influence upon the children within it. Efficiency and skill in 
management make for restful orderliness and a habit of 

cleanliness as well as a degree of freedom from overwork, 

fatigue, and worry which will result in an atmosphere most 
healthful to all the family members. “The factors that 

determine the management of a home,” as the White House 
Conference on Child Health and Protection pointed out, “Are 
the facilities, the standards, and the methods of the home 

workers; and the type of management of a home is in turn 
responsible in no small measure for the development—

physical, mental, intellectual, and spiritual—of the child. The 
method of management is a determining factor in the extent 
to which the activities and processes that take place in the 

home serve to develop desirable characteristics.” 

   When the child is taught to help keep a reasonable measure 

of order within the domestic world and to live up to proper 
standards of cleanliness, these lessons will naturally stand 

him in good stead in later life. Such a child will appreciate the 
restfulness of an orderly home. Moreover, he will have a basis 
for a legitimate pride in his domestic world. 

   In this connection it should be well to point out the value of 
the child’s having some possessions of his own and a place all 

his own in which to keep them. Where that is the case he can 
learn even in his earliest years to take part in keeping due 

order within the home. It will also provide early opportunity 
for the learning of other valuable lessons, such as neatness, 
respect for property, and respect for the rights of others. 

Later on, as he begins to assist in daily household tasks, he 
will have these lessons further impressed upon him and in 

addition may also develop highly useful manual skills.               
Continued on p. 2 
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“The hand at work,  

but the heart with God.” 

Maxim – Principle to Instill 

(From the CCM Mother Love Manual) 

 

PARENT AND CHILD continued from p. 1… 

   Even the matter of home ownership deserves 

mention. When the family owns rather than 
rents its home, lessons such as those that result 

from a sense of responsibility are readily 
learned. Then, too, there is a feeling of security 

that goes with ownership and possession. Again, 
there are important social values, for instance, 
those flowing from the association of place, a 

matter so closely linked with ownership of the 
family dwelling place. One will usually look in 

vain in the rented home for the old familiar 
things that do so much to create a genuine home 

atmosphere and to foster an ideal family spirit. 
And yet these are factors that are very far-
reaching in their influence upon the personality 

of the growing child. 

   In spite of the many advantages to the child’s 

development that result from a proper physical 
environment or home in which to live, a great 

number of our homes lack, as a matter of fact, 
even the features that are most essential. 
“Although the house and its surroundings,” says 

the report of the 1931 White House Conference, 
“are the chief environment of the child, scores of 

thousands of dwellings throughout the United 
States are below any reasonable standard and 
most of the remainder may well be improved so 

as to serve more fully the needs of the child in 
the maintenance of health, protection of life, and 

moral growth.” 

   While conditions are far from ideal in the 

country districts, the above condemnation of 
our housing situation is undoubtedly more 
applicable in the case of the city. It is in the latter 

rather than in the former that we find small and 
crowded quarters instead of spacious dwellings. 

It is there, too, that we find the unattractive and 
dilapidated condition of the slum rather than 

the spacious yard and the inviting green of the 
countryside. There, too, flourish the apartment 
house and family hotel, the intrusion of boarder 

and roomer rather than the single family castle 
and the privacy of genuine home life.  

 

 

My eight-year-old granddaughter Mariel while she and 

her family were visiting some friends of ours in Davis, CA, 

was in their swimming pool. Her dad and the host came 

out poolside smoking their cigars. Then the two men went 

around the corner of the house to continue their smoke not 

to offend the others around the pool. Mariel jumped back 

into the pool swimming under water for a short time. She 

surfaced and yelled over to her dad, I can still smell that 

cigar even when I’m swimming under water!” Barb Radtke 
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Evaluating Your Prospective Mate’s Personality 

A Marriage Manual for Catholics 
by Dr. William A. Lynch 

 

Continued from last month’s issue… 

   A person must have enough maturity to make a serious 

effort. This is, I know, a rather trite phrase to summarize 

a personality trait necessary in a good marriage. It might 

instead be called “the will to win.” Because marriage is a 

serious business, a serious effort is required. And that 

effort must be made in perspective. No one, for example, 

would be happy married to a “scrup” (one who is 

inordinately worried about all of the moral implications 

of every act within marriage). And it is difficult for 

marriage to be successful when one spouse is either a 

spendthrift, miser, glutton, or alcoholic. But to be 

successful, you must be capable of striking out, making 

decisions after due consideration, and following through 

on your decisions. 

   A healthy optimism is needed for a good marriage 

partner. Look for a partner who wants to keep things 

simple and let the good things happen. The pessimist is 

seldom happy even when he is convinced he is a realist, 

and he breeds only worry. The incurable optimist is apt 

to be emotionally motivated in judgements; the healthy 

optimist takes stock of the situation and implements a 

calculated judgment with confidence and courage. 

   A marriage partner must have the ability to give and 

take. In the language of marriage, this is generally 

spoken of as the ability to make effective compromises. 

Two individuals will inevitably disagree in certain 

situations. If they are sufficiently serious and 

reasonable, they will appreciate diversity of opinion; 

and they will understand when one course is neither 

clearly more correct nor more desirable than the other 

and agreeably compromise. 

   A person must be able to make mental adjustments. One 

of the great “discoveries” of the twentieth century has 

been the fact that people make mental “adjustments.” 

Modern psychiatry, in its dissection of human emotions, 

tends to give formal names to processes which people 

have been experiencing for centuries. The idea is to try 

to avoid marrying someone with a neurosis. The self-

centered, egotistical, therefore neurotic, individual is 

more apt to be lonely, moody, or easily hurt. The give 

and take of marriage creates sufficient strains at times 

to tax the healthiest of people adequately supported by 

genuine love. If one or both of the partners cannot adjust 

mentally in a difficult situation, then the strain on the 

family is increased that much more. 

   Consideration is important. Consideration for spouse, 

for children, and for other people is a basic trait of a 

healthy individual who has some consideration for his 

God and fellow man. And anyone who daily tries to make 

another person’s day a little bit easier finds his own day 

becomes a great deal easier. 

   There should be self-confidence. As in all the cases 

discussed above, we look for the moderate man. The 

egotistical, over-confident individual is apt to be 

neurotic and collapse in the presence of immediate 

adversity. The person who lacks self-confidence to the 

point of constantly requiring a crutch to bolster his or 

her ego can be a burden in marriage. The person who has 

a quiet self-confidence is the mature individual who 

knows what he wants. Furthermore, he or she is living in 

the conditions and with the person he wants most, and 

his self-confidence is something that has been built up 

by having made careful and correct decisions in the 

important things in life. 

   Kipling, in his poem, “If,” describes a mature individual 

who has acquire faith in himself and knows that the 

happiness he has is worth fighting for, and that if he only 

will continue to fight for it despite all adversities, he will 

be able to retain it. The person who even to the end, after 

seeing his or her life broken, can stop and rebuild it with 

worn-out tools, should be able to meet any challenge in 

marriage and family life. 

   Above all in the selection of a partner, you should look 

for a person who is mostly concerned with your 

happiness. This person should realize that your 

happiness involves spiritual as well as physical things; 

he or she needs to be warm, honest, and stable, and his 

or her definition of love should be the same as yours. 

There must be some reciprocity of feeling so that one 

may complement the other in the production of a family. 

The only true status symbols in marriage are a healthy 

love and a happy family. 
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   A child also needs someone to substitute for his 

departed parent. No matter how conscientious you may 

be, you cannot give what the combination of father and 

mother, as ordained by God, can provide for his total 

development. A child without a mother misses the sweet 

warmth of maternal love which no man can provide. 

Another woman—aunt, grandmother, older sister, 

perhaps even a devoted housekeeper—may serve as a 

substitute. By example, she can show a girl how women 

are expected to act and thus provide the image the child 

needs to guide her to adulthood. A woman has an 

unquestioned softening influence upon a boy—so much 

so, in fact, that some authorities assert that the lad 

reared without benefit of a strong feminine influence 

almost invariably develops a harsh streak in his 

character. 

   Boys and girls need a “substitute father” too. As we 

noted in discussing the father’s role in the family, a son 

needs a male figure to show him how he should act when 

he reaches manhood. Without a father or a suitable 

substitute, he may fumble his way through the problems 

of adolescence and young manhood, losing confidence 

with each step because he lacks an experienced adult of 

his own sex whose example he can study and in whom 

he can confide. 

   When a father is lacking, a wise mother will create 

opportunities to bring her son into contact with men he 

can admire. This may be a godfather, an uncle, a family 

friend, a Scout leader. She will encourage him to become 

an altar boy and to join other parish societies, where he 

will come under the influence of priests. If possible, she 

will choose a high school where the teachers are men—

preferably priests or lay brothers. 

   Finally, your child needs to develop as a normal young 

person. Even though it may be economically difficult for 

the family to maintain itself in the absence of one parent, 

do not impose unfair burdens. An older girl should not 

be turned into a “second mother,” responsible for the 

younger children and denied the opportunity to pursue 

her own life. Nor should school-children be required to 

devote all or most of their free time to earning income, 

thus forgoing recreation which others normally enjoy. 

   Youngsters can thrive without many material things 

we have come to regard as necessities. Often a boy is not 

nearly so disturbed about his shabby trousers as is his 

mother; he would rather play with other youngsters 

than earn the income needed to maintain a more 

presentable appearance. 

   The main sufferer in a one-parent home is often the 

oldest daughter. She frequently gets the role of 

substitute mother. She may have to quit school to remain 

at home with the younger ones. Her opportunities to 

meet boys may be severely restricted. She is literally on 

call day and night. Daughters often resent these forced 

sacrifices; many grasp the first opportunity to marry 

simply because it affords an escape from their routine of 

drudgery. A good principle to observe is that older 

children should make sacrifices, but should not become 

martyrs; they should have opportunities to associate 

with other young people and to enjoy some recreation 

with them. 

 


