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Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us!  
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“Do not the continual needs of our soul and body warn 

us to have recourse to him who alone can supply 

them?”  --Sermon on Prayer 

Thoughts of the Curé d’ Ars 

 

SAYING OF THE MONTH 

Parent and Child 

Factors Influencing Home Life 

   A great variety of factors enter into the constitution of the 

child’s domestic world. Persons and things, material 

objects and personal attitudes, these and other things in 

varying degree contribute a share toward that 

environmental complex that we call home and exert an 

influence over the child’s growth and development. Thus 

the physical conditions of the home and its surroundings 

contribute a share. Social influences, such as the 

relationships between the family members, play an 

important part. The amount and kind of affection between 

family members exert a vital influence. The presence or 

absence of a spirit of harmonious cooperation, of a feeling 

of security, of a sense of belonging also mean much. The 

attitudes of parents and even such minor matters as the 

tone of voice used by them in addressing the child are not 

without some effect. Some of these will be given attention 

in the remainder of this chapter. 

The Physical Environment 

   The physical factor in the domestic milieu, though by no 

means the most important, should not be overlooked. 

There is no question that the character of our domestic life 

and the training of the child within the home world are 

influenced not a little by the houses in which we live and 

by the premises immediately surrounding them. The 

appearance of house and premises, the furnishings of the 

home, the number of rooms, the amount of space in and 

outside of the household, the management of the domestic 

world, these and many other factors, while perhaps not so 

far-reaching in their effect upon the developing 

personality of a child as are some other influences that 

enter into the family environment, are nevertheless 

sources of influence to be seriously reckoned with. Indeed, 

it has been well pointed out that there are tremendous 

social values in such minor factors as a garden, an attic 

where the family heirlooms are kept, a cellar perhaps 

equipped as a playroom, pantries, fences, a gate to swing 

on, a post to sit on, and roofs and verandas, to say nothing 

of more serious matters such as size and number of rooms 

and their arrangement, or ventilation and water supply. All 

these play a part in the building of the child’s world, his 

home. And they exert much influence over his 

development. 

   It should be self-evident that the general appearance of 

the household and premises are matters of no small 

consequence to both child and adult. Even such factors as 

flowers, trees, and shrubs about the home answer useful 

purposes. When properly planned and cared for, the home 

premises add much to the comfort and health, the pleasure 

and attractiveness of the household. They provide a 

cultural touch that is not without deep influence upon the 

lives of the family members.  

Continued on p. 2 
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“Many words are not without sin 

(Proverbs 10:19).” 

Maxim – Principle to Instill 

(From the CCM Mother Love Manual) 

 

PARENT AND CHILD continued… 

     In better sections of the city parks may be close 

at hand, proving a godsend to urban children. Still, 

even these can hardly take the place of the woods 

and meadows of the open country. It would be a 

good thing if every child could spend at least a part 

of each year in the country away from the 

congestion and artificiality of the city. It would be 

even a better thing if our whole population would 

spread out much more so that the year round both 

child and adult could be in closer contact with the 

freer and more natural environment of the 

countryside. 

   It is among the urban poor that we find the 

physical environment of the home at its worst. The 

description of the city given us by Archbishop John 

L. Spalding shows the unfortunate effects most 

strikingly. What he wrote as long ago as 1880 still 

holds good in very great part today. “It is in the 

squalid quarters of the poor,” he says, “that we 

should study the results and the influences of the 

city upon home life. There the home is not owned. 

It cannot be transmitted; it has no privacy; it has 

no mystery; it has no shame. It is a rented room in 

some promiscuous tenement; it is a shanty in some 

filthy street or alley. The good and the bad are 

huddled together; and the poisoned air does no 

sooner take the bloom from the cheek of childhood 

than the press of sin and misery withers the 

freshness of the heart. The children rush from the 

narrow quarters and stifling air into the street, and 

the gutters are their playgrounds. The sounds that 

greet their ears are the yells of the harpers of 

wares and the blasphemous and obscene oaths of 

the rabble. Through all the changing year they see 

only the dirty streets and the dingy house. Spring 

and summer and autumn and winter, enacting, as 

they pass over the great world stage, the divine 

drama of God to soften and purify the human 

heart, come and go, and come again; but for these 

poor waifs no flowers bloom, no birds sing, no 

brook murmurs in the glade with the sunfish 

playing in its rippling water….The love of liberty 

which nature gives never springs within their 

breasts. They are born in prison and will wear the 

chain of servitude.”      

Continued in next month’s issue…   

 

After reading the Bible we were talking about clothing 

the naked and Seamus said, “Don’t clothe the naked 

when they are taking a bath. Their clothes would get 

wet.” Beth Saindon 
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Evaluating Your Prospective Mate’s Personality 

A Marriage Manual for Catholics 
by Dr. William A. Lynch 

 

   One of the first things people do when they meet and 

have their first few dates is subconsciously judge their 

relationship to one another. This is a complex problem 

even for the trained mind, but there is a relatively simple 

way of approaching it. 

   Where the interest is purely biological, at an 

animalistic level, either member of the partnership or 

both mutually look to see what can be done to the other 

person. This has been called the wolf approach, but it is 

closer perhaps to the canine. Such a relationship has 

been proven to be a poor one even for the proper 

breeding of dogs and has, therefore, no place in a 

relationship between people. 

   The diffident June lover and the tyro in romance who 

is somewhat inept and uneasy or who finds in someone 

a vague, pleasant personality trait which is attractive, 

spends much time wondering, planning, and plotting 

what can be done with her or him. This is still an attempt 

to attract, to please. This is puppy love in its first phases, 

and for the immature individual this liaison or any 

number of liaisons will never reach beyond this point. 

   On the other hand, there is no question about the 

attitude of the person genuinely in love. He or she is 

satisfied with another’s personality and is enchanted by 

the possibilities of further exploring their mutual likes, 

interests, and satisfactions. It begins as a delightful 

minor obsession and, as the course of love proceeds, 

becomes a major one. For the person in love is 

constantly preoccupied with the question of what can be 

done for her or him. This reaction bespeaks a maturity, 

a general philosophy of life, a depth of feeling, a sincerity 

of purpose which will be obvious to the person beloved; 

it is the giver going with the gift, the true expression of 

thoughtfulness and consideration. 

   The personality traits which make a good marriage are 

the same traits which are found in a good person who 

enjoys living and who is in turn enjoyed by other people.  

   The first is honesty, intellectual and otherwise. An old 

proverb states you can shut the door on a thief but not 

on a liar, and I think this is never so cruelly true as in 

marriage. A lack of honesty seriously undermines a 

person’s chances of success with other people. A lack of 

honesty between partners in marriage undermines the 

contract itself, since the day soon comes when all 

statements, including the statement made on the day of 

the wedding, fall under the shadow of doubt. 

   The example of dishonesty to children by a parent 

represents a horrible and peculiar brand of scandal 

which cries to heaven for vengeance. And a lack of 

honesty regarding property undermines material 

security, which in a marriage afflicted by dishonesty is 

usually the first to go or the only thing left. 

   Attitudes towards other people are important because 

they are usually consistent. An individual who is 

pleasant, charming, gracious, and considerate to the 

fiancé and grudging, grumbling, worrisome, petulant, or 

unreasonable to other people may be legitimately 

suspected of being a superb actor for the benefit of the 

fiancé. You don’t live only with one another in marriage. 

It is true that you live with one another more closely 

than anyone else, but you also live with children who 

make demands upon your time, effort, and energies; 

with property, investments, bills, debts, and other 

obligations; and with in-laws, friends, and relatives. If it 

is true that no man is an island unto himself, it must be 

abundantly clear that a family is a community, and the 

person you marry must be capable of living in that 

community. 

   Much has been written, read, preached, and sung about 

the vain attempt of one individual to change another 

after marriage. What happens is that a person sees in a 

prospective mate a different attitude towards persons, 

places, or things, an attitude either unusual, abnormal, 

or something thoroughly distasteful. Instead of reading 

this as a danger signal, the person persists in marrying, 

hoping that time will bring reforms and forgetting that 

he or she is marrying a personality whose habits, 

customs, weaknesses, and strengths have been molded 

and fortified for twenty-odd years, and that there is little 

likelihood that another twenty years will change them 

materially. 

Continued in next month’s issue… 
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   Young people often cannot grasp the full significance of 

death; it is fairly common for a child to feel that he was 

deliberately deserted because he was unworthy of the 

parent’s love. This feeling that he has been rejected 

intensifies his sense of insecurity. Loss of a mother is 

particularly disturbing to a young child, because it 

usually involves a new environment being created for 

him. Perhaps a housekeeper must be hired to care for 

him while his father is at work; however kind she may 

be, she follows a different routine than the mother did. It 

may be necessary to place him in a foster home 

temporarily; this also completely changes his mode of 

living. 

   The remaining parent must show great patience, 

understanding, and affection to help a child regain his 

emotional stability. You can do this by finding 

opportunities to praise him for his character and his 

accomplishments; by doing things with him to 

demonstrate your interest in him as a person; and, 

where possible, by overlooking mannerisms—his 

refusal to eat certain foods, his tendency to cry easily, his 

reversion to undisciplined bowel habits—which reflect 

his feeling of loss. You will be able to correct these 

conditions after he has regained what is more 

important—his sense of security and personal worth. 

   Your child also needs to retain his faith in this missing 

parent, and you should never belittle your spouse in his 

presence. Normally it is not difficult for a widow or 

widower to praise a dead mate. 

It may not be so easy for a mother to speak well of a 

father who has deserted her and perhaps abused her 

physically and mentally. However, she should try to 

remember that he doubtless had qualities which 

appealed to her originally; in charity—and considerable 

charity may be required—she should dwell on these 

features and leave unsavory aspects of his character 

unmentioned. The need to be kind to the memory of the 

absent one is very important because youngsters often 

idealize their parents. If a boy believes that his father 

was worth-while, he will think that he himself is worth-

while. If he learns that his father was shiftless, a 

drunkard and a bully, he may suspect that he himself is 

unworthy. 

   This need exists not only when a parent has left 

permanently, but also during long absences. The father 

in one family was a traveling salesman whose job kept 

him on the road most of the year. In winter, he called on 

customers in the sunny South; in summer, he visited 

businessmen in vacation areas of the North. Through all 

seasons his wife remained at home, caring for the 

children and building in her mind an image of her 

husband enjoying continuous pleasure. She lost few 

opportunities to complain to her daughter that he 

relished his job because it freed him from responsibility 

at home. She would have vehemently denied that she 

was disloyal to her husband. But the effect was obvious. 

Her daughter married and made it plain that she 

intended to avoid being “stuck” with children. 

 


