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Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us!  

   

 Importance of the Home 

   

     There are still today, as in the past, a few idealistic 

dreamers who insist that it would be better if the child 

were handed over to the State and placed under the 

custody of hireling caretakers rather than left in the 

home under the care of his parents. Fortunately, 

however, the common judgment of the people and of 

their leaders is to the contrary. These latter recognize 

the importance of the home to the child. 

     Thus social workers, for example, who in their 

professional activities are time and again brought into 

contact with the harmful effects of broken home life, 

insist on the principle that wherever at all practical and 

feasible it is to the interest of the child to leave him in 

his own home. Indeed, so great are the recognized 

values of a home to a child that even a foster home is 

held to be better than a first-rate institution.  

     The same principle has been clearly enunciated by 

the various White House Conferences on Child Care that 

have been held in this country during the past thirty 

years or more. In the resolutions of the second 

conference (1919), for example, we read that “unless 

unusual conditions exist, the child’s welfare is best 

promoted by keeping him in his home. No child should 

be permanently removed from his own home unless it 

is impossible to reconstruct family conditions or build 

and supplement family resources so as to make the

home safe for the community. In case of removal, 

separation should not continue beyond the period of 

reconstruction.” 

     It is needless to add that the Church today, as in the 

past, emphasizes the importance of the home as a factor 

preeminent in the child’s training. His Holiness, Pius XI, 

has but recently reiterated the traditional position of 

the Church regarding the family’s importance. He insists 

in his Encyclical on Christian Education that the home is 

the child’s school of schools. “As a rule,” he says, “that 

education will be more effective and lasting which is 

received in a well-ordered and well-disciplined 

Christian family.”  

     The great mass of people are also convinced of this 

outstanding importance of the home. They appreciate 

the fact that family life provides the best environment 

for the development of those virtues which humanize 

life and make society possible. And experience tells 

them that family life tends to liberate and to bring into 

play spiritual forces which would remain undeveloped 

under any other system of upbringing. It tells them that 

the small, intimate circle of the family, guarding as it 

does such manifold and deep feelings, affords to human 

personality a development far richer and for more 

secure than the best conceivable institution could 

possibly give.                                        Continued on p. 2 side bar…
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“Jesus Christ expressly tells us that it is impossible to 

be for God and the World at the same time, because 

when we want to please the one, it means becoming 

the enemy of the other.”  --Sermon on the World 

Thoughts of the Curé d’ Ars 
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“We trust the man that once has lied not even when 

he speaks the truth.” 

Maxim – Principle to Instill 

(From the CCM Mother Love Manual) 

 

PARENT AND CHILD 
continued… 

     All this is not to say, however, that 

every home is a good home. It cannot 

be assumed that a home, by the mere 

fact that it happens to be a home, will 

in some mysterious fashion prove 

itself an effective instrumentality for 

the proper training of children. It 

cannot be assumed that a home will 

produce satisfactory results in the 

field of child training irrespective of 

all effort or ability on the part of the 

father and mother who preside over 

it or regardless of environmental 

influences that are brought to bear 

upon the impressionable 

personalities of the children who 

reside therein. It will do that only if 

the parents are prepared for their 

tasks of child training and if they 

faithfully fulfil their duties toward 

their little ones. In a word, it will do 

that only if the various influences 

that go to make up the home 

environment are reasonably 

favorable to the child’s wholesome 

development, that is, if the home is a 

good home. 

    

 

3 ½ year old: “I’m never going to clean my room, so you 

can vacuum around all the stuff. I’ll show you where the 

big spots of carpet are.” 
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     The idea of marriage as an interesting way of life may 
occur to a girl as early as the age of twelve; usually it will 

not occur to a boy before his late teens. But at whatever 
age it occurs, the selection of a partner with whom you 

propose to travel the road back to God is of paramount 
importance. The task of evaluating an individual’s past, 

background, and origins, and from this knowledge 
projecting into the future what his or her reactions are apt 
to be under certain circumstances, appears to require the 

wisdom of Solomon. The fact is that no such Solomonic 
wisdom is necessary. What is required is a serious view of 

marriage and a serious attempt well within the confines of 
romance to estimate a future partner. This doesn’t mean 
there is only one individual in the entire world for you. On 

the other hand, neither does it mean that you look for a 
type of individual. Somewhere in between, among people 

you know and meet, there must be at least one person 
whose seriousness of purpose matches yours, and whose 

ideas of a life companion seem akin to yours. 

     One of the most refreshing things I encounter in dealing 
with people who are happily married and producing 

families, and who at thirty, thirty-five, or forty are still so 
obviously in love, is their repeated comment when drawn 

out on the subject that their mutual attraction was a rather 
sudden thing and that they have been perpetually amazed 

and grateful for the way in which their desires, their likes 
and dislikes, and their actions, instinctive and intuitive, 
have dovetailed and molded together. 

     I hold no brief for or against love at first sight. The more 
experience I have in such situations, the more I am 

convinced that in many instances love does occur at first 
sight, but it is not recognized as such. And the more 

solemnly and more powerfully grows my conviction that 
the old and simple statement—recently castigated as 
sentimental nonsense—that marriages are made in 

heaven may not be too short of the mark.   

     Marriage was meant to be bathed in romance and to be 

born of romance. Things loving and sentimental were 
meant to surround marriage. This is as it should be 
because people are sentimental, and they tend to be loving. 

But we have said repeatedly that marriage is also an 
important personal and permanent institution which 

people with a serious purpose elect as a perpetual state. 
Let those who object to dissecting or analyzing their future  

 

 

mate take a careful look around them in their own 

community and study the flow of data coming from the 
divorce mills; they will see the results of haphazard choice. 

     It must never be forgotten when contemplating 

marriage that the mate you choose is going to have 
intimate and prolonged contact with you, your children, 

and your property. This may sound like a dissection of 
your life; it is not. It pinpoints the intimate contact which 
your mate is going to have with the three most important 

things in your life. And, of course, a Catholic must add a 
fourth, for your mate is going to be intimately involved 

with your attempt at reaching God. 

     Marriage has been glamorized by advertising media. 

The public, on the basis of material that is fed into the news 
media, is led to believe that this or that prominent couple 
in the entertainment or social world are ideally matched. 

Obviously, such judgments are dangerous at best. The 
difficulty, however, is that they are contagious. We 

constantly see the immature mind, the undisciplined mind, 
and the emotionally motivated personality leaping into a 

contract of marriage on the basis of a physical or even a 
sexual attractiveness. This is the sophisticated rule of the 
day. 

     The primary attraction between two people for 
marriage, whether it is conscious in them or not, is a 

psychological one. People marry personalities. People 
marry individuals that have been molded for a period of 

twenty or more years into a definite personality with 
certain backgrounds, habits, and reactions. This composite 
personality enters into a personal relationship in marriage 

which will last for better or for worse, for richer or for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, until death. 

     One does not dissect, to use a controversial word, the 
personality readily or easily; nor is it always possible for 
one to classify all of the features that make up the 

personality of an individual or which make that 
personality attractive. It is important, however, to make 

some sort of an attempt; the happiness of too many people 
depends upon it. It is tragic to see a girl catapulted into 

marriage by a crush on the local athlete, or a man 
captivated by 34-24-34 measurements. 

 

  

Chapter 3 - The Selection of a Partner 

A Marriage Manual for Catholics 
by Dr. William A. Lynch 
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     Experts estimate that either the father or the mother 

is missing in one out of four American families with a 

child under twelve years of age. In 80 per cent of those 

families, it is the father who is missing; in the remaining 

families, the mother is absent. 

     Several factors are responsible for the tragically high 

number of one-parent families in modern society. One 

cause is the death of a parent. In the United States, each 

year, about 200,000 fathers or mothers under fifty-five 

die, leaving their survivors with minor children. It has 

been estimated that 300,000 children under twelve do 

not have a living mother or father. Another factor is 

divorce. More than 3,000,000 families in the United 

States have been broken by it. (Catholics cannot sue for 

divorce, but some persons who profess the Catholic 

faith do so nevertheless. They leave their partners, who 

may practice their religion faithfully, with the task of 

rearing the children.) A third cause is desertion. The 

best available estimates are that more than 50,000 

homes are broken in the United States each year by this 

factor. Usually the husband is the deserter—often one 

who cannot stand the responsibility of fatherhood. 

     Many more or less involuntary separations also place 

upon one parent almost the entire burden of 

parenthood. They may last only a few months or as long 

as the children require parental care. More than a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

million families are affected by this type of separation at 

any given time. Some causes of it are hospitalization 

(more than 200,000 parents are inmates of mental 

institutions), imprisonment, service in the armed 

forces, and employment conditions which require the 

father to be away from home all or most of the time. In 

addition to involuntary separation there is what is 

known as psychological desertion: one parent 

technically lives at home but is absent in fact or in spirit 

too often to be an important force in the children’s 

training. A typical psychological deserter is the 

alcoholic, of whom there are an estimated 4,000,000 in 

the United States. An alcoholic parent may live with his 

family, but is so continually befogged that the sober 

partner must assume the entire task of rearing the 

children. Whatever the reasons for the separation, 

absence of a husband or wife throws extra burdens on 

the remaining partner.  

     A child who has lost one parent invariably needs 

much more security than does the ordinary youngster. 

A young child accustomed to love from both parents 

often becomes nervous, irritable and subject to crying 

spells when part of this love is suddenly withdrawn. 

Even when children are old enough to understand that 

one parent has had to go away, their need for that 

parent’s affection remains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catholic Family 

Handbook 
by Rev. George A. Kelly 

Chapter 9 - When One Parent Must Be Father and Mother 
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