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Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us!  

   

 Importance of the Child’s Domestic World 

   

     Because of its far-reaching influence over the child’s 

developing powers the home is looked upon as of prime 

importance. A great number of specific reasons why the 

child’s domestic world plays such an important role in 

his development might readily be listed. Many of these, 

however, will naturally appear throughout the course of 

this volume. Only a few of the more general ones, 

therefore, will be briefly indicated here by way of 

introduction. 

     There is, first of all, the fact that the home influence is 

brought to bear upon the child in his earliest years and 

remains practically constant. Months and even years 

before influences outside the home have had any real 

opportunity to make their power felt, the various 

factors that go to make up the child’s domestic world 

play upon his impressionable personality, shaping him 

this way and that, bringing him into contact with a great 

variety of situations, gradually adjusting him to his 

environment, fitting him step by step for his larger 

relations with the world. Habits of acting in one way 

rather than in another date from infancy, and whether 

desirable habits are set up and undesirable ones kept 

down will depend primarily upon the influence exerted 

by the parent within home. The child is born with 

countless tendencies to certain activities and with but 

few predetermined reactions. From the moment of  

birth on some of the tendencies result in activities 

which are perpetuated because of the treatment which 

the infant receives, whereas others are inhibited 

because of a different type of treatment. The whole 

personality of the child is in very great measure shaped 

during his first years. Tendencies to worries, fears, 

sullenness, shut-in personality, and other serious 

variations from normal behavior seem clearly to be 

traceable to treatment received during the preschool 

years. Contrariness, tendencies to temper-tantrums, 

jealousy, lack of initiative and independence, as well as 

more desirable character traits, have as their basis the 

influences by which the child is surrounded during the 

years from infancy to school age. And these influences 

come primarily from his domestic world. 

     Again, there is the fact that home training is practical 

rather than theoretical. Concrete situations are 

constantly dealt with. These are much more effective in 

the training of the young child than are the inculcation 

of principles and ideals or the mere teaching of abstract 

ideas. 

     By no means the least reason for the influence of the 

home and its consequent importance is the power of 

example. Everything becomes for the child a model for 

imitation. His impulse to admire and imitate is very  
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We out to say to God: “I can do nothing of 

myself. I can only give you my desire to love 

you. Here it is! O my God, uphold me and do 

all yourself.”  --On the Lord’s Prayer 
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“First the necessary, then the useful, then the 

pleasant.” 

Maxim – Principle to Instill 

(From the CCM Mother Love Manual) 

 

PARENT AND CHILD 
continued… 

powerful in his early years and the 

incessant repetition of stimuli 

brought about by close and intimate 

contacts within the family circle 

constantly plays upon this natural 

tendency, driving him on to action. 

His parents are, of course, his 

models, his exemplars. They provide, 

besides the intimate and conscious 

control of the little one through 

explicit regulations within the home, 

also an unconscious control through 

example. 

   It is the parents, too, who exert the 

most far-reaching influence over 

him because he is completely under 

their control. They decide which toys 

shall be brought into the house, what 

language he shall hear, and which of 

his actions shall meet with approval 

or disapproval. They control 

everything which shall serve as 

stimuli to responses, and the 
responses which shall be 

perpetuated through reward or 

eliminated through punishment or 

disuse.  

   More than all else there is in the 

home the far-reaching and vital 

influence of family affection. This, 

too, plays a most highly important 

part in the child’s training. Indeed, 

without it the child’s home world 

would simply not be a home. 

 

I’m measuring out two smoothies into glasses this morning 

for granddaughter Gwen and I. Gwen watching me, pipes 

up, “Granma, I get more than you cause I’m still growing up 

and you’re just turning into an old lady.” 

Submitted by Cheryl Danz 
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     Even successful marriages involve quarreling. Two 

people with backgrounds which are different to some 

degree are bound to have some conflicting ideas, 

sometimes on minor subjects. Discussion of these ideas 

at the wrong time or in the presence of irritating 

elements can lead to a quarrel. Quarrels, like everything 

else, can be good or bad. The good quarrel is healthy if 

it allows both partners to let off steam—but it is good 

because the problem is the issue and the quarrel is 

simply a slightly more painful way of finding the 

solution to the problem. A quarrel is bad or destructive 

when the issue becomes lost in what the Romans used 

to call an “ad hominem” argument—when the person 

defending an issue or a problem is abused and the issue 

is largely ignored. 

     Even in quarreling, the parent is the teacher. The 

child is a steady even an avid learner in the home school. 

Children quarrel as readily as they as they eat. If the 

quarrels they observe are constructive, productive, 

amicable, adult, and not abusive, then they have been 

exposed to a good model and the creeping state of 

adulthood has drawn closer. 

     Parents might remember that if they must quarrel, if 

they keep in mind that young ears are listening, they 

will quarrel productively and reach fruitful conclusions.  

     An understanding, companionable, and loving wife 

and mother oriented to her husband, her home, and her 

children is one of God’s noblest creatures. To reach this 

exalted state she needs the blessing of God, the highest 

personal motivation, and the love of a good man. To 

maintain this position she must acquire early an ability 

to put first things first. The best wives and mothers do 

not always have a house in spotless order. A properly 

oriented husband will realize this and appreciate that 

the mother of his children is more concerned with the 

personal values in her life than with the perfection of 

her housework. 

     Thus is the home made, and made largely by the wife 

and mother. When the home is built on understanding, 

companionship, and the proper evaluation of personal 

values, it becomes a place for comfortable living and a 

haven for a harassed and tense husband, who can drop 

his work at its door and enter into the comfort and  

 

solace of an atmosphere created by his companion in 

life. 

     Perhaps George Eliot put it best: “I should like to 

know what is the proper function of women if it is not 

to make reasons for husbands to stay at home and still 

stronger reasons for bachelors to go out.” 

     When a father returns home, his wife and family 

expect him to be tired but interested, tense but 

comforting, worried yet offering security. His resources 

are frequently limited, but his plans and ambitions fill 

his thoughts. He soon learns to think less of his future 

and more of theirs. His contacts with his own children 

and society are frequently limited, so many fathers 

settle for a chance to offer their children opportunities 

and to teach them justice—sometimes a justice they 

themselves have never known. The wise wife will 

recognize that such a retreat does not represent 

defeatism but rather a retrenching operation to allow 

him the satisfaction of doing well those things he can do 

(for his family). The happiest women have no history; 

most fathers have to ignore it. They both have to make 

it in their children. 

     A child is nature’s fairest fashioned and one of God’s 

choicest rewards. He carries with him interest and 

curiosity, a directness of approach, and such a guileless 

inquiry that you are compelled to look into the world he 

opens—and you are rewarded. A child invites new 

definitions of trust and security. No one confers upon 

you more dignity, or honor; no one offers more love and 

laughter. A child uncovers a softness and 

sentimentalism you never knew you had, and its hand 

in your hand makes you feel the giant it knows you to 

be. 

     A child puts the capital letter in Family, dots the “I” 
and curves the “y.” He asks that you love him enough to 

make him self-reliant. He wants to be knowledgeable, 

God fearing, courageous, and daring. He wants to know 

the right. He wants an easy conscience and sweet sleep. 

Al these are his for the asking—in the family. These are 

the precious gifts of parents. 

 

 

Family Living 
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     About three per cent of all children have such 

exceptional mental equipment that they can be 

classified as bright or very bright. Thus about as many 

persons can be found in this category as among the 

mentally retarded. While the problems of exceptionally 

gifted children are not comparable to those of retarded 

youngsters, difficulties exist nonetheless. 

     First signs that a child has a greater intellectual 

potential than the average usually cannot be seen until 

he is about a year old, and real substantiation may not 

be evident until he is nine or ten. According to 

researchers at the New York University Counseling 

Center for Gifted Children and elsewhere, a bright child 

usually shows some of these characteristics: 

     He learns to do things for himself—to walk, talk, feed 

himself, to read and count—earlier than the average. He 

is curious by nature and likes to investigate things and 

how they are made. He asks many questions, often 

puzzling his parents as to where he acquired the 

information upon which his questions are based. He has 

a long attention span and can play constructively by 

himself for long periods. He creates his own diversions 

and will collect stamps, cards, photographs and other 

objects without any suggestion from his parents. He 

learns to read early—sometimes at five years or 

younger, and sometimes without being taught—and he 

acquires a large vocabulary. He enjoys using words in 

unusual ways. He recalls details of events, names of 

objects, batting averages and other facts which the 

average person does not remember. 

     One of a parent’s great joys is watching his child’s 

intellect develop. It is like the opening of a beautiful 

flower. But as horticulturists know, generally the more 
perfect the blossom, the more careful must be the 

attention given its development. This is equally so with 

the gifted child. He must be guided carefully lest he fall 

into any of several traps. 

     You must keep him intellectually active. Many bright 

children become problem pupils at school because they 

soon discover that they can do their lessons more 

quickly than average children; while the teacher is 

trying to get her point across to the less gifted ones, the  

bright child may become bored. He may get into  

 

bright child may become bored. He may get into 

mischief, develop the habit of daydreaming or seek 

other escapes from boredom. Many schools recognize 

this danger and assign children to different classes 

according to their ability. Thus, the bright child is placed 

with other bright youngsters and the teacher can give 

challenging work to all without having to consider the 

needs of duller pupils. 

     Small schools often cannot direct their programs 

specifically to the bright child, however. If that is true in 

your child’s case, you should try to provide intellectual 

challenges outside his classroom. Encourage him to 

read extensively in subjects that interest him. A third-

grader became absorbed in the story of the American 

Revolution. His parents help him select library books 

dealing with it. Soon he was reading about related 

subjects—the kind of guns used during that period, 

customs of life in Colonial times, biographies of leading 

Revolutionary figures. He acquired a depth of 

understanding that could not have been obtained at 

school alone, and his satisfaction in acquiring the 

additional knowledge encouraged him to do similar 

research on other subjects introduced to him in class.   

     It is also important that you do not give your child the 

impression that he is superior to others. Accept his 

intellectual accomplishments matter-of-factly, and 

never allow him to jeer at those less gifted than himself. 

Point out that God bestows different gifts in different 

quantities, and that a youngster who does not do well at 

studies may be excellent at athletics; another may have 

unusual talent in the arts; a third, qualities of 

compassion and understanding which give joy to all 

who know him. The bright child who is allowed to think 

he is superior to other children may become an 

insufferable prig obsessed with a compulsion to show 

off at every opportunity. 

     Until he reaches high school, at least, and possibly 

until he enters college, a bright youngster will be 

regraded suspiciously by classmates. His adjustment 

with others of his age often is hampered by the fact that 

he usually does not enjoy ordinary childhood games like 

football or baseball. Rather, he prefers semi-solitary 

The Catholic Family 
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sports like swimming and tennis. Not only are his 

recreational tastes different; his choice of words, 

reading matter, and other interests may tend to isolate 

him. Try to counteract his tendency always to do things 

by himself. Encourage him to acquire skills which will 

put him at ease with other youngsters: teach him to 

wrestle, play ball, dance, and to engage in group 

activities wherever possible.  

     Some parents actually become fearful when they 

discover that they have an unusually bright child. One 

reason is the belief that child prodigies invariably grow 

up to be inadequate adults. According to a widely held 

notion, they become addicted to alcohol or narcotics, 

are unable to work at respectable jobs, and cannot 
adjust to the practical demands of adult society. This 

idea is not founded upon fact. 

     Beginning in 1920, Dr. Lewis M. Terman of Standford 

University began to study a group of 1,500 youngsters 

whose I.Q.s started at 140 and ranged upward. Dr. 

Terman and his colleagues analyzed the life histories of 

these children for 25 years, visiting their homes, 

interviewing their teachers, recording the jobs they 

chose and how they got along with employers and 

fellow employees. Thus he compiled a complete, factual 

picture of what actually happens to gifted children 

when they grow up. 

      What he found should reassure every parent of a 

gifted child. At every age level, he discovered, superior 

children usually make a better adjustment socially and 

in other ways than the average. They develop fewer 

emotional problems: there are fewer alcoholics, 

narcotic addicts, criminals or divorcees than can be 

found among the population at large. By all such 

measurements, they are more successful than persons 

with lesser intelligence.

     To be sure, there have been spectacular cases of “mad 

geniuses”—child prodigies who lived in misery and 

shame as men and women. Researchers have 

established, however, that most cases of this kind result 

from a common factor: the youngsters were exploited 

by their parents. The children were exposed to excesses 

of publicity, were put on display before the public as 

geniuses, and in other ways were denied their precious 

right—the opportunity to grow normally, secure in the 

knowledge that their parents loved them as human 

beings and not because of special talents they 

possessed. In their need to be loved completely and 

without reservation for their own sakes, exceptionally 

bright children differ in no way from either normal 

youngsters or handicapped ones. 

     In encouraging your child to realize his intellectual 

potential, remember that his spiritual and emotional 

growth are more important. Few lives are so tragic as 

those lived by persons of superior intellect without 

sanctity. They are like a building on a motion picture 

set—a beautiful, photogenic front with emptiness 

behind. 

     Only with a true spiritual outlook can the highly 

intelligent man or woman fully use his intellect to serve 

God and man. So give your child the priceless quality of 

idealism. Encourage him to work for the betterment of 

humanity—the uplifting of man’s heart or mind, the 

easing of his physical or emotional pain, the 

improvement of man’s condition of life—and you will 

provide an objective worthy of the intellect which God 

has given him. 
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