
 Pastor - Rev. Kevin P. Murray 
 

Weekend Assistance - Rev. Edward Dixey, OSA 
 

Permanent Deacon - Deacon John K. Hunter 
 

Pastor Emeritus - Msgr. Michael J. Carroll 
 

St. Hilary School Principal -  

Mrs. Eileen Fagan 

School Phone: 215-887-4520 
 

Sister Dolores Smith, CMS 

Director of Religious Education  
 

Michele Shipton, Parish Secretary 
 

BAPTISM: First and third Sundays of the month. Contact the 

Rectory for more information. 
 

MATRIMONY: Couples planning to marry should contact the 

Rectory six months before the date desired for the wedding. 
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MARCH 24, 2013 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
 

The following are the Rectory Office Hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 9 AM to 4 PM 
 

Closed for Lunch: 12 PM to 1 PM 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Monday - March 24, 2013 
 Confessions - 7:15 PM 

 

Tuesday - March 25, 2013 
+  Living Stations of the Cross, 7PM 

featuring St. Hilary’s School Students 
 

Holy Thursday - March 28, 2013 
+    Mass of the Lord’s Supper , 7:30 PM 

+     Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 8 to 10 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday - March 29, 2013 
 Morning Prayer at 9 AM 

 Adoration of the Cross & Holy Communion  

        Service, 3 PM 
 

Holy Saturday - March 30, 2013 
 Blessing of Food at 11:00 AM 

 Easter Vigil Mass at 7:30 PM 
 

Easter Sunday - March 31, 2013 
 +     Mass at 8 AM, 10 AM & 12 Noon 
 

Weekday Mass at 8 Am on Monday, Tuesday and  

Wednesday only this week. 



 

St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  †  March 24, 2013 / Palm Sunday 

DEACON’S  CORNER 

 

 

Sunday, March 24 - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 

Lord 

5 PM Vigil Mass  Living & Deceased Members 

8AM   Theresa Laughlin 

10 AM   Carrol Fasy 

12 Noon   Manuel Fernandez 
 

 

Monday, March 25  

8 AM   James Murt 

After 8 AM (All Day)  Adoration of the Blessed  

            Sacrament 

7:15 PM   Penance Service 
 

Tuesday, March 26 

 8 AM   Mary Conlow 
 

Wednesday, March 27 

8 AM                   Dorothy F. Trappler 
 

Thursday, March 28 - Holy Thursday 

7:30 PM   Living & Deceased Members 

 

Friday, March 29 - Good Friday 

9 AM   Prayer Service 

3:00 PM   Adoration of the Cross 

 

Saturday, March 30 - Holy Saturday 
7:30 PM   Living & Deceased Members 
 

Sunday, March 31 - Easter Sunday 

8AM   Patrick Bolger, Sr. 

10 AM   Joseph T. Haughey, Jr. 

12 Noon   Emma, Gerard & Harry Tracey 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR  

March 17,   2013 
 

   2012  2013 

Weekly envelopes $7,832  $  8,970 
 

Loose cash/checks $1,480  $  1,132  
 

Total Collection  $9,312  $10,102 

  

Thank you for your time, talent and  continued support! 

Pre-Jordan Classes 

 

Classes will be held on Monday Evening, June 24, 2013 in 

the Rectory.  Pre-Register by calling the Rectory at 215-884-

3252. 

 For a brief moment in his life he was hailed and praised 

as King. They shouted Hosanna in the Highest. 
 

 These same people who praised him helped put him to 

death just days later. 
  

 This weeks marks the holiest week of the liturgical cal-

endar. Today, we celebrate the beginning of this Holy Week with 

the celebration of Palm Sunday. A day in which we bless Palms 

to commemorate the entrance of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem 

where his people hailed him as King of the Jews. 
 

 We read the Passion of Jesus Christ on this day and on 

Good Friday. This is an account of the passion death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. We are to reflect on all the good Christ did in 

the world and how he came to save us from our sins. This is a 

precursor to the Paschal Triduum, which consists of Holy Thurs-

day, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. The word 

Triduum comes from the Latin word meaning ―Three days.‖ 
 

 The Triduum celebrates the heart of our faith, salva-

tion, and redemption: The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Thus, the Triduum commemorates the Institution of the Eucharist 

(the ―sacrament of sacraments‖), the passion, crucifixion, death of 

the Lord, his descent to the dead, and finally his glorious resurrec-

tion on Easter Sunday morning. Along with the Ascension, these 

important events make up the Paschal Mystery. 
 

 We begin on Thursday with the “Evening Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper. On this day we especially remember how he 

loved us by giving himself to us in the bread that gives life and 
the cup that is poured out for us. The Eucharist is the memorial of 

how he was taken, blessed, broken and given for us. On this same 

day Jesus washed his disciple’s feet and mandates that the disci-

ples do the same. We are to reflect and prepare ourselves to enter 

into the Eucharist and come away with a renewed sense of the 

meaning of love and God’s presence. 
 

 Good Friday is a day of heightened awareness of the 

sacrifice of Jesus. It is a day that we should pause and say thank 

you to Jesus for giving his life for us. We commemorate this spe-

cial day between 12 noon and 3:00pm at which time we venerate 

the cross with intimacy and personal gratitude for God’s mercy 

and love. 
 

 Holy Saturday, we imagine Jesus lying in the tomb. It is 

from his death the same death we will all experience that Jesus is 

raised. It is with our deepest joy at Easter that we reflect on this 
good news. The Easter Vigil is the fullest celebration of the 

resurrection and a renewal of our sense of Baptism. This is our 

opportunity to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus who draws us to 

the fullest of life with him. 
 

 Plan your week well and do something special for your-

self and join the other members of our parish community who 

will be celebrating the feast of all feast commemorating the life, 

death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, our God and our Savior 

    God Bless, 

    Deacon Hunter 



St. Hilary’s 

Golf Tournament 
 

June 3 

North Hills Country Club 

 All-inclusive golf package, 

with lunch, dinner, awards & 

great door prizes: $175 per golfer 

 Foursomes that register and pay in full by April 

26 get a $50 discount ($650 total instead of 

$700) 

 Tournament limited to 120 golfers 

 Dinner social only: $50 

 Sponsorship packages are available 

For more information, all the rectory: 215-884-3252 

Page 3/March 24,  2013                                                                                                                160 St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish 

YEAR OF FAITH 
 

This Year of Faith was declared by Pope Benedict XVI for all 

of us to rediscover the joy of believing.  This column will offer 

some truths and teach of our Catholic faith for your prayerful 

reflection. 

1.  What are sacramentals? 

Sacramentals are sacred signs instituted by the 

Church.  These are sacred signs that bear a 

resemblance to the sacraments.  They signify effects, 

especially of a spiritual nature, which are obtained 

through the intercession of the Church. 
 

2. What is the first among the sacramentals? 

Among sacramentals, blessings (of person, meals, 

objects, and places) come first.  Every blessing praises 

God and prays for his gifts.  In Christ, Christians are 

blessed by God the Father ―with every spiritual 
blessings by invoking the name of Jesus, usually while 

making the holy sign of the cross of Christ. 

 

3. What is the relationship of popular piety to the liturgy? 

These expressions of piety extend the liturgical life of 

the Church but do not replace it.  They ―should be so 

drawn up that they harmonize with the liturgical 

seasons, accord with the sacred liturgy, are in some 

way derived from it and lead the people to it, since in 

fact the liturgy by its very nature is superior to any of 

them.‖ 

FROM THE CATECHISM 

PARISH PRAYER LINE 
 

To request Parish Prayer Line prayers for a loved one or friend who is ill or service men and women, call Evelyn  

(215-885-0976), Pat (215-379-3305) or the Rectory. Please pray for:  Anthony Bonnano, Katelynn Ireland, Michael 
Brown, Felicia Burkhardt, Nancy Costello, Vincent Costello, Jack Crossen, Betty Crossen, Anthony DeAngelis, Joey Degnan, 
Kathy Diufallo, Helen Downey, Mary Fitzgerald, Gordon G. Gladder, Olga Guevara, Carole Hoblock, Courtney Hoblock, 
Nicole Hoblock, Maureen Hoeger, Francis Hope, John Hope, Allie Nicoli Hoser, Pat Jacobs, Michele Kelly, Paris Luckowski, 
Bernadette Mancini, Edna Marble, Mildred McGoldrick, Frances McManus, Kathy O’Connor, Antoinette O’Grattis, Joseph 

Papalini, Mary Jo Reaby, Bernadette Redican, Baby Kyle Shanahan, Stephen Specht Jr., Jocalyn Strigle, Brendan Svengder, Ethel  Thomas, Jenna 
Vaughn, Dan Webb, Mary Creekmore, Kelly Wise, Sara Koehler, Joseph DiGrazia, Arlene Rims-Lloyd, William Hartner, Lynn Ingram, and Bob 

Kilcoyne. 

Circle your calendars and set your alarms! LNO tick-

ets are on sale this weekend: March 23rd and 24th. 

Tickets are $20 each and will be sold in school after 

mass Saturday night and all masses Sunday. Tickets 

go quickly so be sure to get your tickets ASAP. An 

individual can purchase up to and including 10 tickets 

{one table}. If there are tickets available after March 

30th, additional tickets may be purchased at that time. 

Please make all checks payable to Saint Hilary's. If 

you have any questions, please call Teresa Yaegel at 

215.277.5738 or e-mail roantrt1@hotmail.com. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
On Good Friday, March 29th, we celebrate the 

mystery of the Lord’s Passion, contemplating the sacri-

fice by which Jesus redeemed the human race from sin 

and death. It also has been our longstanding tradition as 
Catholics to offer alms in support of the Catholic Com-

munity in the Holy Land. 

 
As directed by our Holy Father, Pope Benedict 

XVI, funds generated by this collection support pro-

grams and services in the Holy Land. Support is needed 
to maintain the sacred places, to provide educational 

and pastoral programs as well as outreach programs for 

the poor through established charitable institutions. 

 
On behalf of those Christians and others in so 

much need, I seek your most generous and sacrificial 

support of the Good Friday Collection for the Holy 

Land on March 29, 2013. Iknow that God our Father 

will reward your generosity beyond all measure. 

 
Gratefully and with best wishes in Jesus Christ, 
+Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 

http://www.jppc.net/bulletin_graphics/dl_images/Remember Our Sick 1.tif
tel:215.277.5738
mailto:roantrt1@hotmail.com
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A new holy Father and the legacy of a name 
 

 Francis is the name of several extraordinary saints. Francis Xavier, cofounder of the Jesuits, is one of his-
tory’s greatest missionaries. Francis Borgia, a member of one of the most famous (and infamous) families of the 

Renaissance, turned away from wealth and privilege, joined the Society of Jesus and rose to become its superior gen-

eral. And Francis De Sales, the great mystical writer, ascetic and bishop, founded a religious order of women with 

St. Jane De Chantal. He also worked closely with the Capuchin Franciscans to preach a renewed Catholic faith in his 

diocese in the wake of the Reformation. 
 

 But the Francis most people remember when they hear the name, including many non-Christians and non-believers, is the 

Poverello, ―the poor one‖ – St. Francis of Assisi. This is the saint whose name our new Holy Father, Pope Francis, has chosen. So 

it’s good to know a little bit about him. 
 

 St. Francis once said that ―the saints lived lives of heroic virtue, [but] we are satisfied to talk about them.‖ Francis himself 

wasn’t satisfied with pious words. He wanted to act on the things he believed. He called his brothers to live the Gospel with  simplic-

ity and honesty. And that’s why he used the words sine glossa – ―without gloss‖ — in his Testament. He saw that the Gospel wasn’t 

complicated, but it was demanding and difficult. The scholars and Church lawyers of his day in the 13th century had written com-

mentaries called glosses. And these glosses were very good at either explaining away the hard parts of the Gospel, or diminishing our 

need to follow Christ’s demands. Francis wanted none of that. He was a radical in the truest sense. He wanted to experience disciple-

ship at its root. 
 

 Francis lived in a time as troubled as our own. It was an age of Christians killing Christians, Muslims and Christians killing 

each other, wars between cities and states, and corruption both within and outside the Church. Views of society and the Church were 
changing. The feudal system was falling apart. For much of his life, Francis was lost in the confusion. But in his experience of faith 

and prayer, he came to some basic insights that gave him a very powerful inner freedom. And this enabled him to live the Gospel 

with simplicity and clarity in such a way that he not only was converted himself, but also became the leader of a movement of con-

version in the Church and society at large. 
 

 Today the Church seems to be in similar disarray. We have all sorts of factions fighting each other, among priests, among 

bishops, and certainly among our laypeople. We’re humiliated and shaken by the criminal sexual behavior of some of our clergy. 

And this has led, even for some who are deeply loyal to the Church, to a lack of confidence in our bishops, in the Church and her 

future, and even sometimes to a lack of confidence in Jesus Christ. We wonder if the Gospel is really true or if the Church is just 

another fraud. 
 

 Francis felt many of the same sentiments, and he faced many of the same questions. And yet a very clear part of his spiritu-

ality was his love for the Church, his obedience to her pastors, his unwillingness to be critical of the Church. Instead of tearing her 

down because of the sins of her leaders, Francis chose to love the Church and serve her — and because of that love and by his simple 

living of the Gospel without compromise, he became the means God used for the renewal of a whole age of faith. 
 

 When God spoke to Francis from the cross of San Damiano – “Repair my house, which is falling into ruin” — Francis 

heard it literally. He thought he was supposed to repair the chapel of San Damiano near Assisi. But of course the real call was to re-

pair the larger Church with an interior revolution, by the personal witness of a pure and basic living of the Gospel. 
 

 The Franciscan tradition tells us that often in his life, Francis would meet with his community, and this man who was one of 

history’s greatest saints would say to them, ―Brothers, up to now we have done nothing. Let us begin.‖ And I think that even though 

we’ve accomplished many wonderful things in the Church in Philadelphia and throughout the United States, if we want to be what 
God calls us to be in the years that lie ahead, we need to be like St. Francis. 
 

 Francis wasn’t the only Church reformer of his day. Plenty of other men and women saw the problems in the Church and 
tried to do something about it. Francis wasn’t even the smartest or the most talented – but he was almost certainly the most faithful, 

the most honest, the most humble, the most single-minded in his mission, and the most zealous in his love for Jesus Christ. And I’d 

argue that these marks of authentic Church renewal haven’t really changed at all in 800 years. 
 

 Throughout my life, I’ve often turned to the Prayer of St. Francis before the Crucifix. It goes like this: 

Most high, glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my heart and give me true faith, certain hope, and perfect charity, sense and 

knowledge, Lord, so that I may carry out your holy and true command. 
 

 It’s always easier to talk about reform when the target of the reform is ―out there,‖ rather than in here. The Church does 

need reform. She always needs reform, which means she needs scholars and committed laypeople to help guide her, and pastors who 

know how to lead with humility, courage and love. But what she needs more than anything else is holiness – holy priests and holy 

people who love Jesus Christ and love His Church more than they love their own ideas. 
 

 Today, just like 800 years ago, the structures of the Church are so much easier to tinker with than a stubborn heart, or an 

empty hole where our faith should be. Reforming the Church, renewing the Church, begins with our own repentance, our own humil-

ity and willingness to serve — and that’s the really hard work, which is why sometimes so little of it seems to get done. But as our 

new Holy Father understands so well, it can be done. Francis showed us how. Now it’s up to us to do something about it. 

http://catholicphilly.com/media-files/2013/01/Chaput-suit-portrait-large-for-web1.jpg

