
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
 

5 PM Vigil Saturday; 8 AM, 10 AM, 12 Noon Sunday 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

 8 AM on Monday - Friday 

(No morning Mass on Saturdays) 
 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday 4 – 4:45 PM  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Monday  

after the 8AM Mass until 5 PM 

Sign-up sheets are at the doors of Church 

 Pastor - Rev. Kevin P. Murray 

 

Weekend Assistance - Rev. Edward Dixey, OSA 

 

Permanent Deacon - Deacon John K. Hunter 

 

Pastor Emeritus - Msgr. Michael J. Carroll 

 

St. Hilary School Principal -  

Mrs. Eileen Fagan 

School phone: 215-887-4520 

 

Sister Dolores Smith, CMS 

Director of Religious Education  

 

Michele Shipton, Parish Secretary 

 

BAPTISM: First and third Sundays of the month. Contact the 

Rectory for more information. 
 

MATRIMONY: Couples planning to marry should contact the 

Rectory six months before the date desired for the wedding. 

Following the Way, the Truth And the Life 

Year of Faith 

 

Heavenly Father, 

You give us the gift of faith 

To know and believe all you 
 reveal 

Through your Son, Jesus, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

May we live by these divine truths 

         As members of the holy 

             Catholic Church 

And proclaim them joyfully to others 

    Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish   
820 SUSQUEHANNA ROAD, RYDAL, PA 19046 

215-884-3252 / sthilaryrydal@comcast.net / www.sainthilaryofpoitiersparish.com  

JANUARY 13, 2013 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
 

The following are the Rectory Office Hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 9 AM to 4 PM 
 

Closed for Lunch: 12 PM to 1 PM 



 

St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  †  January 13, 2013 / The Baptism of the Lord 

DEACON’S  CORNER 

 

Sunday, January 13 - Baptism of the Lord 

5 PM Vigil Mass  Catherine & Thomas Kelly 

8AM   Betty Stever 

10 AM   Domenick Fichera 

12 Noon   Chris Jeffers 

 

Monday, January 14  

8 AM   Mary & Connell O’Donnell 

After 8 AM to 5 PM Adoration of the Blessed  

        Sacrament 

 

Tuesday, January 15 

 8 AM   Jane Bancroft (Living) 
 

Wednesday, January 16 

8 AM                   Jay Nelson 
   

Thursday, January 17 - St. Anthony 

 8 AM   John Pyeron 

 

Friday, January 18 

8 AM   Betty Stever 

 

Sunday, January 20 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5 PM Vigil Mass  Joseph Kelly 

8AM   Betty Stever 

10 AM   Mary Reichelt 

12 Noon   Richard Cook 

 
 

Pray the rosary   

after weekday Masses. 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR  

January 6, 2013 
 

   2012  2013 

Weekly envelopes $9,386  $ 8,506 
 

Loose cash/checks $2,019  $ 2,453  
 

Total Collection  $11,405  $10,959 
 

Envelopes used  380  345 
 

Envelopes mailed 991  996  
 

  

Thank you for your time, talent and  continued support! 

Update on Bishop Daniel E. Thomas 
 

 Bishop Daniel Thomas sends his regrets and apologies 

for missing the 10:00 AM Mass last Sunday.  The Bishop was in 

a car accident on his way to St. Hilarys and we are thankful he 

was not injured.  The Bishop promises he will return. 
 

 Also, many thanks for all who were in attendance for 

this special occasion.  Most especially, we are grateful to our 

Childrens’ Choir and their uplifting liturgy, our Cantors, Lec-

tors, Extra-ordinary Ministers, Altar Servers and finally to all 
our Volunteers who prepared a great breakfast in the parish 

center.  Let’s do it again! 

 There is no greater experience then to witness the bap-

tism of someone. It does not matter whether it is an infant, a 

young person or an adult. What matters is that in baptism we 

become transformed by the Holy Spirit cleansed of all that is 

evil, whether passed down or committed by ourselves. This is 
truly a new day in our lives and one that is filled with the grace 

of the Holy Spirit. This sacrament is the first sacrament of ini-

tiation into the Holy Catholic Church. It marks the beginning of 

our spiritual journey through life. It is our parent’s responsibil-

ity to actively participate in being the first teachers of the faith 

to us as children. It is our responsibility to continue to nurture 

our relationship with God throughout our entire lives. 
  

 This gift of the Sacrament of Baptism was given to us 

by God and in order that we might understand its great impor-

tance, Jesus himself went to the river Jordan to be baptized by 

his cousin John. John was the precursor to Jesus, who never 
forgot his mission to help prepare the way of the Lord. When 

questioned if he might be the Christ, John explained that he 

baptized with water but one much greater than he is coming. 

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
  

 Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. One 

might question what purpose is there in the Lord himself being 

Baptized by another. We know that many were gathering in the 

river Jordan to be baptized by John who was preaching to the 

people to repent for their sins. Jesus wanted us to learn from his 

own baptism the importance of this great sacrament. Jesus bap-

tized so the people would receive the gift that God offers. This 
gift is nothing less than the Holy Spirit, the very life of God, 

who empowers us to be God’s children.  When we embrace 

that gift, we will be like Jesus in whom God is well pleased. 
 

 Today we celebrate another important feast, the 

feast of our patron St. Hilary of Poitiers.  Happy Feast Day!  

 

   God bless! 

   Deacon John 
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YEAR OF FAITH 
 

This Year of Faith was declared by Pope Benedict XVI for all of 

us to rediscover the joy of believing.  This column will offer 

some truths and teach of our Catholic faith for your prayerful 

reflection. 

1. What is the role of Mary’s faith in the plan of salvation? 

The Virgin Mary “freely cooperated in the work of 

man’s salvation through faith and obedience.”  She ut-

tered her yes “in the name of all human nature” (St. 

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, III, 30, 1). By her 

obedience she became the new Eve, the mother of all the 

living. (CCC, no. 511) 
 

2. Does Mary intercede on our behalf? 

This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues 

uninterruptedly...Taken up into heaven she did not lay 

aside this saving office, but by her manifold intercession 
continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation. 

(CCC, no. 969, citing LG, no. 62). 
 

3. How does the Church honor Mary? 

The Church rightly honors the Blessed Virgin with spe-

cial devotion.  “From the earliest times the Blessed Vir-

gin is honored under the title Mother of God, whose 

protection the faithful take refuge together in all their 

perils and needs … This cult … differs essentially from 

the cult of adoration, which is offered equally to the In-

carnate Word and to the Father and the Holy Spirit, and 

it is most favorable to it”  (LG, no. 66).  The liturgical 

feasts dedicated to the Mother of God and Marian 

prayer, such as the rosary, an “epitome of the whole 
Gospel” express this devotion to the Virgin Mary.  

(CCC, no. 971) 

FROM THE CATECHISM 

MONDAY ADORATION 
 

My time apart is not time of deep prayer, nor a time  

in which I experience a special closeness to God; it is not a pe-

riod of serious attentiveness to the divine mysteries.  I wish it 

were!  On the contrary, it is full of distractions, inner restless-

ness, sleepiness, confusion and boredom.  It seldom, if ever, 

pleases my senses.  But the simple fact of being for one hour in 

the presence of the Lord and of showing him all that I feel, 

think, sense, and experience, without trying to hide anything, 

must please him.  Somehow, somewhere, I know that he loves 

me, even though I do not feel that love as I can feel a human  

embrace, even though I do not hear a voice as I  hear human 

words of consolation, even though I do not see a smile, as I can 

see in a human face. Still God speaks to me, looks at me, and 

embraces Me there, where I am still unable to notice it. 
    Henri Nouwen 

 

 The Church will be open all day for private adora-
tion and prayer from 8:30 AM to 5:00PM beginning Janu-

ary 7th.  No Evening Prayer and Benedic-

tion.  This will resume during the season of 

Lent.   
 

 Pope Benedict has declared the 

year 2012-2013 “The Year of Faith.”  It is 

his call to a “renewed commitment to the 

Lord Jesus Christ and to the rediscovery of 

the joy of faith so that the members of the 

Church will be credible and joy filled wit-

nesses to the risen Lord.” 
 

 We are in need of volunteers throughout the day to 

watch 1/2 hour with the Lord in order for the practice to 
continue.  Please see the sign up sheets of paper at the door 

of the Church.   

St. Hilary’s 55+ Spirit Club holds its first meeting of 2013 on 

Wednesday, January 16 at 10AM in the Parish Center. Start-

ing out the new year will be an intriguing talk by Dr. Alan 

Schwartz of Drexel University Medical School. He is an 

expert on the secret illnesses of our Presidents. He will be 
speaking on John F. Kennedy. 
  

For additional information such as weather cancellations 

please contact John Oldynski @215-517-8714 or Rosesylvia 

McDonald @215-947-8316. 

PARISH PRAYER LINE 
 

To request Parish Prayer Line prayers for a 

loved one or friend who is ill or service men 

and women, call Evelyn  (215-885-0976), Pat 

(215-379-3305) or the Rectory. Please pray for:  

 

Anthony Bonnano, Katelynn Ireland, Michael 
Brown, Felicia Burkhardt, Nancy Costello, Vincent Costello, 

Jack Crossen, Betty Crossen, Anthony DeAngelis, Joey Degnan, 

Kathy Diufallo, Helen Downey, Mary Fitzgerald, Gordon G. 

Gladder, Olga Guevara, Carole Hoblock, Courtney Hoblock, 

Nicole Hoblock, Maureen Hoeger, Francis Hope, John Hope, 

Allie Nicoli Hoser, Pat Jacobs, Michele Kelly, Paris Luckowski, 

Bernadette Mancini, Edna Marble, Mildred McGoldrick, Frances 

McManus, Kathy O’Connor, Antoinette O’Grattis, Joseph Pa-

palini, Mary Jo Reaby, Bernadette Redican, Baby Kyle 

Shanahan, Stephen Specht Jr., Jocalyn Strigle, Brendan Sveng-

der, Ethel Thomas, Jenna Vaughn, Dan Webb, Mary Creekmore, 

Kelly Wise, Sara Koehler, Joseph DiGrazia, Arlene Rims-Lloyd, 
William Hartner, Lynn Ingram, and Diane. 

Our Spaghetti Dinner is Febru-

ary 23, 2013 after the 5:00 PM 

Mass in the Parish Center.   

Take out will also be avail-

able.  Anyone interested in 

volunteering, we would love 

to have your help.  For tickets, 

information or to volunteer, please contact Debbie 

Brazukas at 215-285-5528. 

http://www.holynamencc.org/2009/06/the-solemnity-of-corpus-christiboze-cialothe-body-of-christ/
http://www.jppc.net/bulletin_graphics/dl_images/Remember Our Sick 1.tif
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Catholic Schools Week is fast 

approaching…. Catholic Schools 

Weeks  opens on January 27, 

2013 at the 10:00 AM Mass fol-
lowed by open house of our 

school.  New Registration for 

the upcoming school year is available.  If you wish 
to schedule a tour  of the school or register your 

child(ren), please contact the principal, Mrs. Eileen 

Fagan at 215-887-4520. 

Rent the Parish Center… Having a gathering or a party?  
Our Parish Center is ready to host your next event.  For 

more information, availability and rates, please contact the 

Rectory. 

St. Albert the Great Parish Respect Life Organization 

will be having a bus to the 2013 Washington, D. C 

March for Life on Friday, January 25, 2013. A limited 

amount of seats are still available. Tickets are $30 per per-

son. For info, please call Len Cornwall at 215-676-1209. 

Volunteers Needed 
 

 St. Hilarys is looking for 

volunteers to help clean our 

Church.  It involves some light 
housekeeping duties.  Hours are 

flexible.  If you are interested, 

please contact Deacon John at the Rectory. 

 

Save the date: Come Celebrate the 

Feast of St. Valentine 

Date: Saturday, February 9th 2013 

Time: 5:00Special Mass with re-

newal of marriage vows  

           Followed by a Dinner Buffet, 

BYOB @ 6:30 in the Parish Center  

All are welcomed, couples, married or single 

Limited Tickets will be available @ $25.00 each.  

Tickets will be available in early January 

 

 Year of Faith  

 

 BIBLE STUDY  
Come renew your understanding of the Lenten Sunday Scripture Readings 

through this six-week Lenten Longings Bible study course  
 
To enroll, please sign up after any mass on the following dates, outside the 
principal’s office:  
  January 19th  

  January 20th  

 January 26th  

 January 27th  
 
$15 donation to enroll, includes all course materials  
 
Please call the Rectory at, 215-884-3252, or email faith@shsedu.com for 
more information  
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 
OFFICE FOR COMMUNICATIONS 

222 North Seventeenth Street ● Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-1299 

Telephone (215) 587-3747 ● communof@adphila.org ● www.archphila.org 
 

 

ARCHDIOCESE ANNOUNCES PARISH MERGERS IN 

WEST PHILADELPHIA RESULTING FROM 

PASTORAL PLANNING INITIATIVE 
 

 
 

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia announced today that Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. has approved the 

recommendations of the Archdiocesan Strategic Planning Committee to merge parishes in West Philadelphia. 
 

These mergers are the result of ongoing restructuring that will ultimately strengthen parish communities throughout the 

Archdiocese positioning them for future growth and sustainability. It is hoped that the result will be revitalized parishes 

throughout the Archdiocese that are better equipped to meet the spiritual and pastoral needs of future generations. 
 

The recommendations and resulting mergers are an outcome of the Archdiocesan-wide Parish Pastoral Planning Area 

initiative, which began in 2011. Parishioners at all affected parishes learned of the final decisions through letters mailed 
to all registered parishioners as well as announcements 

made at all Masses this weekend. 

 
The mergers announced today were based on a combination of factors, including, but not limited to, demographic shifts 

in Catholic populations, concentrated density of parishes in a limited geographic area, history of declining Mass atten-

dance and sacramental activity, increasing economic challenges that threaten sustainability, a decrease in the availability 

of clergy to staff parishes, and a review of facilities. 
 

In each instance, parishioners will attend daily and Sunday Mass at the church of the newly formed parish. The churches 

of the former parishes will remain open and be maintained as worship sites. At the discretion of the pastor, these sites 
will be utilized for weddings, funerals and feast days, as well as traditional and ethnic devotions for the duration of at 

least one year during the transition. Sunday Mass may also be celebrated at a worship site at the discretion of the pastor 

and the newly formed pastoral council. 

 
All parish property, assets and debts of the former parishes will be assumed by the newly created parishes, which will 

also be responsible for the care of all sacramental records. The pastors from the merging parishes will form a transitional 

team made up of lay leaders from each of the merging parishes to assist in moving forward with building the new parish 
community. The Archdiocesan Strategic Planning Committee, made up of lay persons, priests and Archdiocesan person-

nel, is examining all 256 parishes within the Archdiocese to gauge their viability and assess whether they possess the 

resources to accomplish their role in the mission of the Church and remain sustainable and vibrant faith communities. 
Parishes within each pastoral planning area will continue to carefully and thoughtfully examine their viability in order to 

make future recommendations. Additional parish announcements are expected this spring and in the spring of 2014. 

 

Parish Area Pastoral Planning is designed to be as collaborative and consultative as possible. Its goal is to provide pas-
tors, after consulting their parish leadership, with the opportunity to dialogue with members of the Strategic Planning 

Committee in providing joint recommendations to the Archbishop for growth and sustainability within their respective 

geographic areas. Additionally, in the majority of cases, the regional bishop and the dean meet with the pastors as well as 
their pastoral and finance councils to hear their concerns and receive their recommendations. 

The Archdiocesan Strategic Planning Committee shared all final proposals with the Council of Priests and the College of 

Consultors for their review before final approval by the Archbishop. 



Parish Announcements Effective January 27, 2013: 
West Philadelphia: Saint Callistus Parish (Overbrook/Morris Park) and Our Lady of Lourdes Parish (Overbrook/Morris 

Park) will merge at the location of and keep the name of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. The Saint Callistus church will 

remain as a worship site for the time being. 

 
Our Mother of Sorrows Parish (Mill Creek/Dunlop/West Park) and Saint Ignatius of Loyola Parish (Belmont/Mantua/

East Park) will merge at the location of and keep the name of Saint Ignatius of Loyola Parish. The Our Mother of Sor-

rows church will remain as a worship site for the time being. 
 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish (Haddington/Caroll Park) and Saint Cyprian Parish (Cobbs Creek) will merge 

at the location of and keep the name of Saint Cyprian Parish. The Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament church will remain 
as a worship site for the time being. 

 

Recently, Archbishop Chaput directed that the merger plans for the following parishes receive more input, broader con-

sultation and further study. 

 

West Philadelphia: Saint Barbara (Wynnefield), Saint Donato (Overbrook/Morris Park), and Saint Rose of Lima 

(Haddington/Carroll Park) Parishes will be studied further beginning later this month. Final decisions are expected by 
the spring of 2013. 

 

Previous Announcements: 
 

Last year, the Archdiocese announced initial rounds of parish mergers resulting from the Parish Area 

Pastoral Planning Initiative in Coatesville and Phoenixville in Chester County as well as the Germantown, Harrowgate, 

and Manayunk sections of Philadelphia. Additional information regarding those mergers can be found at http://
archphila.org/conversion/conversion_index.php. 

 

Future Announcements: 
In September 2012, the following additional parishes began the Parish Area Pastoral Planning process: 

 

Philadelphia: All Saints (Bridesburg), Holy Innocents (Juniata Park/Feltonville), Holy Name of Jesus (Fishtown/

Northern Liberties), Mater Dolorosa (Frankford) Our Lady of Consolation (Tacony/Wissanoming), Saint Agnes-Saint 
John Nepomucene (Fishtown/Northern Liberties), Saint Augustine (Center City East), Saint Bartholomew (Frankford), 

Saint Bernard (Mayfair), Saint Hugh of Cluny (Fairhill), Saint Joachim (Frankford), Saint Joan of Arc (Richmond), Saint 

John Cantius (Bridesburg), Saint Laurentius (Fishtown/Northern Liberties), Saint Leo (Tacony/Wissanoming), Saint Mi-
chael (Fishtown/Northern Liberties), Old Saint Joseph’s (Center City East), Old Saint Mary’s (Center City East), Saint 

Matthew (Mayfair), Saint Peter the Apostle (Fishtown/Northern Liberties), Saint Timothy (Mayfair), and Saint Veronica 

(Hunting Park). Final decisions regarding parish mergers in these areas are expected by the spring of 2013. 
 

Delaware County: Blessed Virgin Mary (Darby), Holy Savior (Linwood), Immaculate Conception (Marcus Hook), Our 

Lady of Charity (Brookhaven), Saint Alice (Upper Darby), Saint Cyril of Alexandria (East Lansdowne), Saint Francis de 

Sales (Lenni), Saint John Fisher (Boothwyn), Saint Joseph (Aston), Saint Katharine Drexel (Chester), Saint Laurence 
(Broomall), Saint Louis (Yeadon), and Saint Philomena (Lansdowne). Final decisions regarding parish mergers in this 

area are expected by the spring of 2013. 

 
Last April, Archbishop Chaput directed that the merger plans for the following parishes receive more input, broader con-

sultation and further study. 

 
Philadelphia: Holy Cross Parish (East Mount Airy), Saint Benedict Parish (Ogontz/Belfield), Saint Madeleine Sophie 

Parish (West Mount Airy), and Saint Therese of the Child Jesus (West Mount Airy) Parishes will be studied further. That 

process began in September 2012. Final decisions are expected by the spring of 2013. 
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