
       OUR SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE  
 

5:00PM Vigil Saturday 
8:00AM-Sunday 
10:00AM-Sunday 
12:00AM-Sunday 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
On Monday  from 8:30am to 5:00pm 

 
WEEKDAY MASSES 

 8 AM on Monday - Friday 
(No morning Mass on Saturdays) 

 
CONFESSIONS 

Saturday 4:00 – 4:45 PM  
                                  

           Pastor - Rev. Kevin P. Murray 
 

Weekend Assistance - Rev. Edward Dixey, OSA 
Weekend Assistant—Msgr. Gregory J. Fairbanks 

         Permanent Deacon - Deacon John K. Hunter 
           Pastor Emeritus - Msgr. Michael J. Carrol 
St. Hilary School Principal - Mrs. Eileen Fagan 
Director of Religious Education - Mrs. Guna Pantele 
Music Director, Justin Jue jjue@sainthilaryschool.com 
              Maureen Maher, Business Manager 

Babara Kulpa, Parish Secretary 

Rectory Phone (215) 884-3252 
School Phone (215) 887-4520 

 
BAPTISM: First and third Sundays of the month.  

Contact the Rectory for more information. 

 

MATRIMONY: Couples planning to marry should 

contact the Rectory six months before the date desired 

for the wedding. 

 
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 

The following are the Rectory Office Hours: 
Monday to Friday  9 AM to 4 PM  - closed for lunch 
12:00-1:00pm 

 

St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  
820 Susquehanna Road, Rydal, PA 19046 

215-884-3252 / sthilaryrydal@comcast.net / www.sainthilaryofpoitiersparish.com 

DECEMBER 6, 2015 

 

    2nd  Sunday of Advent   
 
Someone is shouting in the de-
sert: “Get the road ready for the 
Lord; make a straight path for 
Him to travel!”  

                                                             Luke 3:4     
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Deacon’s Corner 

    Sunday, December 6, 2015  2nd Sunday of Advent             
            
            5:00 pm (Vigil)  Mary Moretti  
            8:00 am             Living & Deceased Members of  
                                       St. Hilary’s Parish 
          10:00 am             John Gray 
          12:00 noon          Alice McGlynn 
                                                                    
                  2nd week of Advent 
Monday, December 7, 2015 St. Ambrose, Doctor  
                                                                         of the Church                                    
             8:00 am        Dr. Reynold Panettieri 
             8:30am-7:00pm Exposition 
             7:00pm Vigil Mass  - Immaculate Conception 
                                    Patsy Whalen 
                                                 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015– Immaculate Conception 
             8:00 am         Virginia Gilton 
            10:00am         In Thanksgiving to  
                                    The Blessed Virgin Mary 
               
Wednesday, December 9, 2015—St. Juan Diego                                     
              8:00 am         Thomas Deely      
                                  
Thursday, December 10, 2015   
              8:00 am          Sr. Helen Francis, SSJ 
 
Friday, December 11, 2015-St.  Damasus I, Pope 
              8:00am           Edward A. Metzing      
 
December 13, 2015  Third Sunday of Advent  
                                                                                                                             
          5:00 pm Vigil   Bella Bolger  
          8:00 am            Virginia & john  Powell 
        10:00 am            Adam & anna Kolla 
        12:00 noon         Kathleen Sidor            
     
    All are invited to pray the rosary  
    after the 8:00am daily mass. 
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          Stewardship Report    
            TOTAL WEEKLY  
       SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

                   November 23, 2014   November 22, 2015 
 Weekly Envelopes    $6,593.00               $ 7,005 .00 
 Loose Cash/Checks $   946.00                $     677.00 
E-Giving                            0.00                $ 1,119 .00 
Total collection        $7,539.00                $ 8,801 .00 
Cumulative Totals $172,056.00            $179,030.00 
                   YTD Difference $ 6,974.00 
                  November 30, 2014    November 29, 2015 
Weekly Envelopes     $ 6,773.00             $ 7,271.00 
Loose Cash/Checks  $    815.00             $    628.00  
E-Giving                   $        0.00             $    500.00 
Total Collection        $7,588.00            $  8,399.00 
 Cumulative Totals  $179,644.00        $187,429.00 
                    ANNUAL BLOCK COLLECTION 
              2014                                      2015 
        $24,690.00                            $24,641.00 

          Advent is a time to prepare for the  

coming of Christ by setting right in our lives 

what needs to be set right.      
 
     We are just beginning our second week of Advent. 
The pressure begins to build around all that we need 

to do to prepare for the celebration of Christmas. We 
go back and forth with what to buy as gifts, what to 
bake, what foods we will serve on Christmas day, 
who's house will host the day. Yes, it is true that 

Christmas takes a lot of preparation. However, be-
fore we spend all of our time preparing all the things 
of this world there are a few more important aspects 

of Advent we must find time to consider.  
      How are we preparing ourselves spiritually  
      during this time of preparation?  

      How are you preparing yourself for Jesus’  
      coming? 
The answer is simple, we prepare the same way John 
the Baptist prepared the people of his day for the 

first coming of Jesus. John told the people to repent. 
He told them to turn away from their sins. 
    During this season of Advent our Church invites 

us to turn away from sin and to start living our lives 
as Jesus taught us to live them. It invites us to take a 
hard look at our lives and to ask ourselves, “How do 

we stand before God right now?” What is it that 
needs to be changed in our lives and what is it that 
we should continue to grow in those things that 
would please God?  

     When you come right down to it, that’s what Ad-
vent is all about. 
              It’s a time of mental rehearsal. 

              It’s a time of preparation. 
              It’s a time for taking inventory. 
              It’s a time for asking ourselves. 
“How prepared will we be when Jesus comes for us 

at the hour of our death? 
“How prepared will we be when Jesus comes for us 
at the end of time? 

“How prepared are we to meet Jesus right now? 
     In the midst of the hustle and bustle of our lives 
there is still plenty of time to work on making 

straight the paths in our lives that have gone astray.  
And in doing so we will find ourselves ready to meet 
our Lord. 
 

Blessings to you in this Season of Advent! 
Deacon John 
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To request Parish Prayer Line prayers  for a  loved one,  
friend who is ill, or a service man or woman, please call  

Evelyn at  (215) 947- 4951, Pat at (215) 485-5512, the Recto-
ry at  215-884-3252 or if you  would like your name removed 

from our list. 
    Please pray for the following:   
    Jack Avak                  William Hartner           Cole Plachter  
    Michael Brown         Mary Jane Hummel      Mary Joe Reaby 
    Bob Bray                   Jimmy Kelly                  Arlene Rims-Lloyd 
    Felicia Burkhardt    Michele Kelly                Tina Savarino 
    Betty Crosson           Bob Kilcoyne                 Lieut. Schaffer 
    Anthony D’Angelis  Sarah Koehler              Jacalyn Strigle 
    Elizabeth Dieckman Paris Luckowski            Dan Webb 
    Angela Gawin           Marie McDevitt  

   
MONDAY ADORATION  
Our Church will be open all day for 
private adoration and prayer,  
immediately after the 8:00am mass 
until 5:00pm. We are in need of vol-
unteers throughout the day to spend 
a 1/2 hour with the Lord in order for 
the practice to continue. Please see 
the sign-up sheets at the doors of 
the Church.   

Jubilee Year of Mercy 
December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016 

 

 Pope Francis has called us all to participate in a special Holy Year of Mercy. It is a special time, the 

Pope declares, To allow God to surprise us. He never tires of casting open the doors of His heart and of repeat-

ing that He loves us and wants to share His love with us.” Over the next few weeks of the Advent season you’ll 

find in this column some excerpts from the Papal proclamation “Misercordiae Vultus.” As God never tires of 

showing mercy may we in turn never tire of showing mercy to each other.   

Week I 

 Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These words might well sum up the mystery of the Chris-

tian faith... We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and 

peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the words reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: 

the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the 

heart of every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the 

bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfull 

ness. 

 At times we are called to gaze even more attentively on mercy so that we may become a more effective 

sign of the Father’s action in our lives. For this reason I have proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a 

special time for the Church, a time when the witness of believers might grow stronger and more effective… 

 With our eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most  Holy Trinity. 
                                                                                                                             Misericordiae Vultus 1-3,8 

            Pope Francis 

 

We are in need of Men and Women to help 
prepare for weekend masses.  
Responsibilities include:  
Opening doors of Church and Locking up. 

Setting-up for Masses, preparing Missal, Ciborium and Chal-
ice 
Setting-up for Baptism, when needed 
Oversee Ushers for Sunday Collections 
It you are interested please see Fr. Murray or  
Deacon John or Call the rectory @ 215 884-3252 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish Christmas Cards 
Share the beauty and warmth of  our Parish with your 
friends and relatives by sending them your love in a Christ-
mas Card designed exclusively for our parish community. 
These special cards and envelopes are available at the parish 
rectory and in the sacristy of our church  mass.  

    20 printed Cards and envelopes $10.00 per box 



                      DO YOU KNOW YOUR TRIBUNAL? 
     The Tribunal is a group of specially qualified Catholics whose 
responsibility is to come to the help of people who have experi-
enced divorce and who may wish to remarry in the  
Catholic Church.    
     When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church always seeks to 
balance two realities.  One is the unbreakableness of the bond of 
marriage. This is God’s law. It cannot be broken by human inter-
vention. On the other hand, the Church is concerned about the 
spiritual welfare of the people involved.  Was this a true mar-
riage?  Even though a Catholic marriage was celebrated, was 
there perhaps some deficiency in the consent of the parties in-
volved?  The annulment procedure addresses this problem. If you 
are divorced and want to marry in the Church or  were remarried 
outside the Catholic Church, please contact the Tribunal Office at 
222 North l7th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. You are welcome 
to call  (215) 587-3750 for further information.   

Page 4/December 6, 2105                                                                                                         160 St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish 

  Statement of Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. 
REGARDING EDUCATION TAX CREDITS 
 

Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Schol-
arship Tax Credit (OSTC) are vital pro-
grams that assist many thousands of needy 
children. They do it by enabling Pennsylva-

nia businesses to donate to qualified scholarship organiza-
tions. Donor companies then receive a tax credit, within speci-
fied limits, against their Pennsylvania Tax liability. The result-
ing scholarships benefit children whose families meet certain 
low income criteria. 
    Unfortunately, the Department of Community and Eco-
nomic Development is currently unwilling to issue authoriza-
tions to firms ready to make contributions to qualified schol-
arship organizations. 
    The real world result that flows from the refusal to issue 
contribution authorization is to prevent companies from gain-
ing the approvals they urgently need in order to make contri-
butions and secure the resulting tax credits required for the 
current calendar year. This creates a very serious problem. If 
these contributions are not made, then scholarships will not be 
available for thousands of students who attend Catholic and 
many other private schools. In the case of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, this immediately builds pressure for school clo-
sures as early as next year, because EITC and OSTC scholar-
ships are vital to parent’s ability to afford their children’s 
education. 
    This situation is time sensitive, because the end of the year 
rapidly approaches. The administrative details of the pro-
grams require authorizations for companies and actual contri-
butions to the scholarship organizations before year end. 
    I ask Catholics and all persons who support good options 
for the poor to contact Governor Wolf today via this website– 
https://governor.pa.gov/contact/ -and to ask for his support in 
issuing these authorizations.  
                                              +Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 

             Archbishop of Philadelphia 

MARRIAGE CONVALIDATIONS 
For Catholics a valid sacramental marriage is before a 
Priest and two witnesses in what is called the Forms of 
Marriage.  If you have been married by a Justice of the 
Peace or  in a Civil Marriage and wish to have your mar-
riage blessed by the Church and be able to return to the 
sacraments, most  especially, the Sacrament of the Eu-
charist, please call the rectory at  215-884-3252 
                             and ask to speak to Fr. Murray. 

   
COME AND SEE WEEKENDS 2015-2016 

EXPERIENCE LIFE AT  
ST. CHALRES SEMINARY 

                        High School Weekends            
 Friday Dec. 4th—Sunday Dec. 6th 
 Friday Jan. 15th—Sunday Jan. 17th 
 Friday Feb. 12th—Sunday Feb. 14th                 

       Post High school Weekends 
 Friday Dec. 11th—Sunday Dec. 13th 
 Friday Feb, 5th—Sunday Feb. 7th 
 Friday Feb 19th—Sunday Feb. 21st 
 

Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

WWW.HEEDTHECALL.ORG (610)667-5778 

  Parish Financial Council 
We are looking for additional 
members to join our Finance 
Council. This Council is made 
up of men and women of the 
parish. With the Pastor they 
review the Operating Budget, 

set-up strategies that ensure the financial stability of 
the parish. If you are a member of St. 
Hilary’s with a financial background 
and would like to help please call the 
rectory and ask for Father Murray @ 
(215) 884-3252.                   

           Pre-Jordan Classes 
In order to have a child Baptized in the 
Church every parent must attend a  
Pre-Jordan Class prior to the baptism. 
If you have attended classes for another 
child you have fulfilled your require-
ment. Classes are held on Thursday 

evening’s during the year @ 7:00pm in the rectory.  
Classes are Scheduled for : January 28th, June 9th &  
October 27th.   (call to schedule @ 215 884-3252) 
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St Hilary’s School Window Project 
Our Parishioner portion of our School Window Pro-
ject  goal has now reached $121,801.00  
I want to thank you again for supporting this much 
needed renovation. It is our commitment to offer a 
fine religious education and our through your gener-
osity we are able to continue to be a community of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service. 

St. Hilary’s Memorial Garden 
New Memorial Bricks are now available to be placed around the statue of St. 
Hilary. Names of family members or a deceased loved one can be engraved for 
a donation of $100.00. For any questions in regards to the memorial bricks 
please call the rectory @ 215 884-3252 
 

       Eagles Block Pool 
A special thank you for all those who 
have supported this parish fundraiser.        
 1st Week Winner   Rick Alegado 
 2nd Week Winner  John Kolla 
 3rd Week Winner  Woltemate Family  
 4th Week Winner  Justin Muttreja 
 5th Week Winner  Meredith  Merlini 

                          6th Week Winner  Ted Kelly 
                          7th Week Winner  Ray Vandegrift 
                          8th Week Winner   Sean Burns 
                          9th Week Winner  Woltemate Family 
                        10th Week Winner  Hal Fagan 
 
   

 St. Hilary of Poitiers Prep Christmas Program  

         Tuesday December 15th @ 6:45pm  

Everyone is welcomed to join us for an evening of 

       Scripture,, Carols and a Presentation of the  

        Christmas Story by our 4th grade students 

Manor Junior College Serves Community Dental Needs– Including Orthodontic Braces 

Dynamic Catholic 
     

The Pastoral visit of Pope Francis has made us all proud of our Catholic faith. 
He spoke with authority about the truths of God and the beauty of human life. He is calling us to re-
discover the treasure of our Catholic faith, to stand up for it, defend it and celebrate it. 
    The Dynamic Catholic Institute founded by world renown Catholic speaker and author Matthew 
Kelly has developed resources to motivate people to rediscover the genius of Catholicism. This Christ-
mas we are offering every family one  of these resources. Gods dream for each of us is to become “the 
best version of yourself.” We know the best version of ourselves is personified in Jesus Christ. The 
more closer we come to Him, the more we study our Catholic faith we realize the treasure of our  
Catholic faith. 
    Join us in this special mission to re-energize our Catholic faith and love of the Lord. Pick up your 
special gift this Christmas. May we pray and support each other on our quest to become “the best ver-
sion of ourselves.”                                                              God bless you and your families,                               
                                                                                             Father Murray 

                       
Saint Hilary Conference of the St. Vincent DePaul Society 
is presenting its annual Christmas  GIVING TREE  
PROJECT, benefiting Birthright in Fox Chase and St. 
Katharine Drexel Food/Clothing Center in Chester.  Start-
ing the first weekend in Advent there will be decorated 
trees placed at the front and back entrances of the Church.   
Tags on these trees list items which were requested by 
Birthright & St. Katharine’s.   
If you would like to participate this year, please bring your 
selected UNWRAPPED gift in a clear plastic bag with the 
tag by DECEMBER 13th.  By not wrapping the gift, it ena-
bles us to separate them  by age and type of gift.  This act 
of kindness will certainly be reflected on the face of each 
child/person who will now have a gift to open due to the 
continued generosity of our parishioners at St. Hilary’s 
Parish who take the time to remember someone less fortu-
nate. 
  BIRTHRIGHT GIFTS CAN BE LEFT UNDER EITHER TREE AS LATE AS 
DEC. 20TH. 



   Pa 
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        St. Hilary of Poitiers School News 

 

As we await the approval of the Pa State Budget, we have taken action to secure a  

continued quality education for the students. 

     The students have active First in Math accounts in Grades K-3 and Mathletics Ac-

counts in Grades 4-8.  We encourage the use of these individual accounts at home 

for maintenance of Math Skills. 

     Simple Solution Books for Grammar and Math have been purchased for the stu-

dents. These books are normally paid for out of the State Funds.   The student book 

fee contributes to the budget for the Religion Books, Loyola Weekly News, State test-

ing, copying and paper supplies and supplemental learning materials used for all 

classes.   

     We are grateful to Penn Valley Publishing and Lab Learner Science that has worked 

with us on shipping materials while we wait for the government funds. 

     We are prepared to order the Math and Reading books as soon as the budget pass-

es.  I appreciate the innovative and creative planning and teaching of the faculty 

during this time.  The advanced technology at St. Hilary has assisted with the ease 

of accommodating the implementation of lessons!   

Please read the column  on page 4 of this bulletin from Archbishop Chaput. We need your 

support!  Please contact Governor Wolf’s office via his website at https://

governor.pa.gov/contact!  

We We 

welcome to St. Hilary School, Ms. Jessica Healey.  Miss Healy has joined us as our Physical 

Education Teacher.  Ms. Healy holds her BS in Health and Physical Education from West 

Chester University.   She will also be working with Grades 1-4 on Tuesday and Wednes-

days.  

The 

Second Trimester will begin on December 7, and First-Trimester Report Cards will be dis-

tributed on Friday, December 11.  

on Display at Peddler’s Village in the 

Gazebo this Holiday Season.  Even Snoopy loves Saint Hilary School! 

*NEW* Scholarship Application Information 

 

All families applying for Tuition Assistance for 2016-2017 must fill out the online application 
for BLOCS scholarships.  Applications for St. Hilary of Poitiers School and diocesan high schools can be accessed 
at www.blocs.org or by going directly to www.smartaidforparents.com. The School ID CODE is 91057. 

Please note PSAS.org is no longer being used!   
 

https://governor.pa.gov/contact
https://governor.pa.gov/contact
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001akJ0JQl1ZucZLAYlRWfDDZ6FCs201zs6Bl9Cs1nold75daSesntFXoVp33mMFEimE3GiqFILR90KvhT-Jld7aX5Eg12ded3rFZ2DPZL4jji_qZrvHlFroXBxERhSjiL9UWgBV9aJqOkmgyWgr-tpa688IyJwcNAMNa8Zl5PYM9o=&c=6YXSkyXHzxoZRck7M8of4e_KXfV97D2lyp-Auab7EvzEBWzQ_RSBB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001akJ0JQl1ZucZLAYlRWfDDZ6FCs201zs6Bl9Cs1nold75daSesntFXhoVM-Y3fD3-4gKAHZCFFVg8LpoAahgZTzzcRMd743DTYlc3C3SK1qICuurW7-XQffPaMRK66YJw6gHVOYXdKCV7O2LzOKid58eUK9CmamGiHYSFYth4u_kv628RBPVDcg==&c=6YXSkyXHzxoZRck7M8of4e_KXfV97D2lyp-Auab7E

