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Sunday, December 28, 2014 - FEAST OF THE               

                                         HOLY FAMILY          
   

     5:00 PM Vigil Mass  -  Kim Gregor 

     8:00 AM                   -  John O’Riley 

   10:00 AM                -  Jack Adair 

   12:00 NOON             -   Zofia Lysiak      

             

Monday, December 29 , 2014  - St. Thomas Becket 

      8:00 AM                  -   Harry and Margaret Steinmetz    

                       

 Tuesday, December 30, 2014    

      8:00 AM                   -  Virginia McGahey 

     

Wednesday, December  31, 2014—St. Sylvester I, Pope  

       8:00 AM   Living and Deceased Members of St. Hilary’s                                                              

      5:00 PM VIGIL     -  Msgr. Daniel A. Murray    

            

Thursday, January 1 , 2015 - SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE 

      HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

      9:00 AM                  -  Living and Deceased Members of  

   St. Hilary’s Parish  

     11:00 AM                 -  Onna McCabe  

                                

 Friday, January 2,  2015 - SaintBasil the Great and Saint  

                                Gregory   

   8:00 AM                    -    Charlotte Groll  

               

Sunday, January 4, 2015 - THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

       5:00 PM  Sat. Vigil   -  Dr. Frank Gregor 

       8:00 AM                    -  Holy Souls in Purgatory 

     10:00 AM                    -  John McNally 

     12:00 NOON              -   Jack Davis  
         YOU ARE INVITED TO PRAY THE ROSARY  

                        AFTER THE 8:00 AM MASS        

 NEW YEARS 2015 MASS SCHEDULE 

New Year’s Eve -  Wed. Dec. 31st  -  5:00 pm Vigil Mass 

New Year’s Day - Thursday, January 1st  - 9:00 & 11:00 AM 
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               STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
   TOTAL WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTIONS          
                     December 15, 2013     December 14, 2014  

  Weekly Envelopes          $6,172.00                    $7,511.00 
  Loose Cash/Checks                647.00                      1,178.00 

  Total Collection                 $6,819.00                    $8,689.00 

  Cumulative Totals         $198,175.00                $195,994.00      

                Difference from last year: $-$2,181.00 

Due to an early bulletin deadlines we will report our Sunday 

Collection for the weekend of 12/20 –21 in our 1/4/15 bulletin. 

Our Christmas and Sunday Collection for the weekend of 

12/27-28 will be in our 1/11/15 Sunday Bulletin. 
 

     Thank you for the many ways you support St. Hilary of Poitiers 

Parish.  Your continued time, talent and giving are appreciated. 

     “put on love that is the bond of perfection.”  Cal. 3:12-17 

     Next Fall the World Meeting of Families will gather in the City of 

Philadelphia.  It’s mission and theme...  

           “Love is our Mission The Family Fully Alive.” 

     Yes love, St. John Paul II reminds us, is the “fundamental and innate 

vocation of every human being.”  Love is our participation in the very 

life of God as Scripture reminds us “God is love.”  True love was re-

vealed to us in the sacrifice of God’s only Son on the cross.  “From the 

pierced side of Christ, Pope Benedict reminds us the Christian discov-

ers the path along which our life and love must move.”  It is within the 

family structure that we follow that path.  The sacrifice of husbands and 

wives to be faithful to their vows of faithfulness, permanency and 

openness to children.  The path of gratitude and respect children show 

to their parents.  The path of great mercy and sensitivity to our elders, 

the sick, the poor and needy.  The call of love is no easy path to follow, 

especially in single parents home, those struggling with divorce or un-

employment.  In such moments, there is a great temptation to stray 

from the path of love, to give up and loose hope.  Yet in such moments 

when human strength seems depleted, we must turn again to the source 

of love, the deep well of God’s holy graces.   

     Today we look for inspiration by following the example of the Holy 

Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Life was not perfect for them.  

Mary and Joseph struggled in their marriage.  The family became out-

casts from their society.  Mary lost her husband and became a widow.  

She too, witnessed and experienced the loss of her only child, executed 

on a Cross. However they learned the lesson well “that all things are 

possible with God.”  Faith and love for God saw them through the good 

times and bad.  Faith and love rooted in God bound them together.  St. 

Paul reminds us “love never fails”, but not just any kind of love.  Only 

God’s kind of love.  Love is, after all, a Person and when the Person of 

God is foremost in our lives, we too will discover “love never fails.” 

God bless and Merry Christmas,  

Father Kevin P. Murray, Pastor 

                  Pastor’s Corner  

MONDAY ADORATION 
       The Church will be open all day for private adoration and prayer.  
The day will conclude at 5:00 pm.  There will be no Evening Prayer 

and Benediction.  Evening Prayer and Benediction will resume during 

the season of Lent. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is an ancient 

and rich tradition of the Church.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to deepen our relationship with Christ pre-

sent in the Eucharist. Monday Adoration will resume 

on January 5, 2015. 

“Continue to grow in the knowledge and love of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the purpose of time and 

eternity; it is life; it is happiness in exile.  To succeed 

in it, become a disciple of prayer; prayer is the golden 

chain which binds us to God, it is the hearth of the divine flame, the 

nourishment of the inner spirit,”                                 St. Julian Eymard 

 We are in need of volunteers throughout the day to watch 1/2 

hour with the Lord in order for the practice to continue.  Please see the 

sign up sheets at the doors of the Church.   

                 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

                  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY   

The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 

God was upon Him.    Luke 2:40 

http://www.holynamencc.org/2009/06/the-solemnity-of-corpus-christiboze-cialothe-body-of-christ/


 

            MARRIAGE CONVALIDATIONS 
For Catholics a valid sacramental marriage is before a Priest and two wit-

nesses in what is called the Forms of Marriage.  If you have been married 

by a Justice of the Peace or  in a Civil Marriage and wish to have your 

marriage blessed by the Church and be able to return to the sacraments, 

most especially, the Sacrament of the Eucharist, please call the Rectory at 

215-884-3252 and ask to speak to Fr. Murray. 
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                        DO YOU KNOW YOUR TRIBUNAL? 
     The Tribunal is a group of specially qualified Catholics whose responsi-

bility is to come to the help of people who have experienced divorce and 

who may wish to remarry in the Catholic Church.    

     When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church always seeks to balance two 

realities.  One is the unbreakableness of the bond of marriage.  This is God’s 

law.  It cannot be broken by human intervention.  On the other hand, the 

Church is concerned about the spiritual welfare of the people involved.  Was 

this a true marriage?  Even though a Catholic marriage was celebrated, was 

there perhaps some deficiency in the consent of the parties involved?  The 

annulment procedure addresses this problem.     If you are divorced and 

want to marry in the Church or  were remarried outside the Catholic Church, 

please contact the Tribunal Office at 222 North l7th Street, Philadelphia, PA 

19103. You are welcome to call (215) 587-3750 for further information.   

The National Catholic Bioethics Center offers free email and 

telephone consultation service – including 24/7 emergency service – 

when faced with difficult and pressing decisions concerning the 

medical care of loved ones from the beginning of life to end of life 

issues. All of the Center’s work is done in conformity with the offi-

cial teachings of the Catholic Church.  Please call anytime at (215) 

877-2660. 

              PARISH PRAYER LINE    
                    To request Parish Prayer Line prayers  for a  loved one, 

            friend who is ill, or a service man or woman, please call 

           Evelyn at (215) 947-4951, Pat at (215) 379-3305 ,  the          

          Rectory at 215-884-3252 or if you would like your name   

                          removed from this list.  Please pray for the following:   
  Jack Avak                         Mary Fitzgerald                   Paris Luckowski 

  Michael Brown                Angela Gawin                      Mary Joe Reaby 

  Felicia Burkhardt           William Hartner                   Arlene Rims-Lloyd 

  Betty Crosson                  Mary Jane Hummel            Tina Savarino 

  Anthony DeAngelis        Michael Kelly                       Jacalyn Strigle 

  Father John Deely         Bob Kilcoyne                        Dan Webb    
                                     Sarah Koehler 

   EAGLES FOOTBALL BLOCK POOL               
         Week 14  EARLY DEADLINE  -  TO BE 

     ANNOUNCED NEXT WEEK 

Week 13      PAUL AND MAUREEN OTTO       $250.00 

Week 12      ED HEYSE                                          $250.00 

Week 11      JACQUELINE O’BRIEN                  $250.00   

Week 10      TOM STEFANELLI                          $250.00                      

Week   9      BRYNN AND CONNOR WIZ          $250.00 

Week   8      ROSESYLVIA MC DONALD          $250.00 

Week 7       ALICE LOGAN                                   $250.00                 

Week 6       THE ROMANO FAMILY                  $250.00 

Week 5       HAL FAGAN                            $250.00 

Week 4       THE DRUMM FAMILY                     $250.00 

Week 3       DON AND MARY HOPKINS            $250.00 

Week 2       FENSTERMAKER FAMILY             $250.00 

Week 1       OWENS FAMILY                                $250.00 

     OFFICE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

                 AND THE DEAF APOSTOLATE 

Partners in Faith Formation of Children with ASD,IDD 

and Other Disabilities:  Parents of children with dis-

abilities are invited to attend this mini-conference on 

January 24, 2015 focused on the religious education of 

children with special needs.  It will beheld at Gwynedd 

Mercy University from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.  National, 

regional and local leaders in the fields of disability and 

faith formation will present keynote and breakout ses-

sions geared to DRE’s, Catechists, parents and clergy.  

For information contact: sr.kschipani@archphila.org or 

call 215-587-3530.  To register on line go to:  

   http://archphila.org/evangelization/PCPD/pcpd.php 

             ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA 

                 OFFICE FOR LIFE AND FAMILY 

        EVERY LIFE IS A GIFT!  March with us on                  

 Thursday, January 22, 2015.   
Mass for the faithful of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia who are attending 
the March for Life will be celebrated by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, 

O.F.M. at 10:00 am at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 

Washington, D.C. For more information call Office for Life and Family at 

215-587-0500 or visit www.phillycatholiclife.org 

                          G O O D  - B Y E    M R.   P I E R C E      

     We salute and say good-bye to Mr. Pierce Winters, our long time custodian here at St. Hilary’s.  Pierce has   

decided to retire and try to enjoy, we hope and pray, many years of well deserved rest.  Pierce has been a devoted 

servant of our Church here who always made himself available night and day.  His cheerfulness and pleasant    

demeanor brought great joy to all especially our school children.  The one thing he will miss the most, he told me, 

is “seeing the children every day”.  Knowing our children’s affection for him they well feel the same.  For Pierce 

no job was too big or too small.  He was willing to help in anyway he could.  Pierce always worked hard to keep   

everyone happy.  Despite many demands placed on him from many sources he always got the job done.   On Tues-

day, December 2nd we had a special dinner party for Pierce and his wife Bridie.  We shared many laughs and happy memories.  

Then on Friday, December 5th our school children had a special MR. PIERCE DAY to thank and honor him for his faithful service.  

The Church was filed with love and deep affection for Pierce as the children presented him with their gifts of appreciation.   We wish 

Pierce the very best and God’s abundant blessing on him, his wife Bridie and family.  All of us were so fortunate to have such a  

valued and treasured icon working here at St. Hilary’s,     

      God’s grace and peace, 

                                                                                      Rev. Kevin P. Murray, Pastor 

http://technorati.com/sports/football/article/2010-nfl-preview-philadelphia-eagles/
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ST. BASIL ACADEMY 2015 SUMMER ENRICHMENT AND 

FUN CAMPS...GIVE THE GIFT OF SUMMER FUN! 

Enrichment Camps are open to girls currently in 6th through 8th 

grades.  Our Fun Summer Camps will be open to girls and boys cur-

rently in 4th through 8th grades.  St. Basil Academy is located at 711 

Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, PA. Please visit our website, 

www.stbasilacademy.org, or call our office at 215-885-3771 ext. 13 
for details and special pricing. 

INCREASED OFFERING/STEWARDSHIP OF 

TREASURE APPEAL … 
         The people of St. Hilary Parish are to be con-

gratulated for a truly outstanding response.  We have 

received additional responses. We have heard back 

from 229 families and individuals.  The increase is now 

up to an additional $1,040.85 to be received in our Sun-

day Collections.  This outpouring of understanding and 

generosity is a great source of hope for the future of our 

Parish.  We are a “Parish Family” blessed with so 

many parishioners who take the time to give to St. 

Hilary’s in so many ways.  Your financial support, 

prayers and countless time spent on various projects 

and tasks throughout the year truly make us a parish 

rich in God’s graces.  

  

With prayers, blessings and appreciation,  

 Father Murray 

Catholic  Schools Week  
Catholic Schools Week is fast   

approaching….Catholic Schools 

Week opens on January  25, 2015 

at the 10:00 AM Mass      followed 

by open house of our school.                               

New Registration for the upcoming school year is 

available.  If you wish to schedule a tour  of the 

school or register your  child(ren), please contact 

the principal, Mrs. Eileen Fagan at 215-887-4520. 

  Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service 

                                   
2015 PHILADELPHIA  

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia invites you to prepare for the World Meeting of 

Families.  Check out our webpage with a growing list of local WMOF preparation 

resources and events that will help you and your family prepare!  Here are some of the things you will 

find there:   

 *     LOCAL MARRIAGE AND FAMILY EVENTS 

 *    SCHEDULE OF INTRODUCTION TO THE WMOF CATECHISM TALKS 

 *     RESOURCES FOR PARISHES 

 *     MONTHLY HOMILY HELPS FOR PRIESTS AND DEACONS 

 *     MONTHLY BULLETIN REFLECTIONS 

 *     ROSARY FOR THE FAMILY...AND MORE!  …  

Visit: phillyevang.org/wmof to learn more!  Office for the New Evangelization:                                                        

                        phillyevang@archphila.org   

Chapter 2: The Mission of Love                            DECEMBER, 2014 
Chapter 1 of the World Meeting of Families preparatory catechism taught that “Love is Our Mission” because love is our 

origin and destiny.  God created us in his own image, which means that loving God and neighbor is the reason for our exis-

tence.  Chapter 2 explains that the Bible bursts with images describing God’s love - a father welcoming a prodigal son, a 

shepherd searching for a lost sheep, a mother comforting her children, and many more.  But marriage is the dominant Bibli-

cal metaphor for God’s covenant with Israel and the Church.  The Bible is a love story between God and His people, and this 

love has all the dimensions of a good marriage; it is erotic and heart-felt, but it is also tough and sacrificial, weathering chal-

lenges and even betrayal.  Jesus loves the Church like a groom love his bride - even when we disappoint Him, even when we 

hurt Him.  In this way, Christianity reveals hope for us all, including married couples and families.  God commands forgive-

ness and service because He loves us; forgiveness and mutual service can transform any marriage into a parable of God’s 

love.  God is love, but there is nothing sentimental about this love.  God is love - and when we love like He loves, it will cost 

us, but it is the only way to live authentically and avoid counterfeit loves.  Contemplating Christ on the Cross, we gaze on the 

miracle that created and sustains us.  Next month, in Chapter 3, we’ll talk about God’s love, the human body, and sex.   

                 Dr. Christopher C. Roberts, Editor, Love is our Mission Preparatory Catechism 

Did you know?  Registration for the World Meeting of Families is now open!  Philadelphia looks forward to welcoming internation-

ally-renowned Catholic speakers in addition to speakers from other religious faiths.  In a genuinely international spirit, 30% of the 

speakers come from outside North America.  It is truly an event for everyone!  Learn more at WorldMeeting2015.org. 
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PROMISE TO PROTECT—SAFE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM 

                                                 ARE YOU A MANDATED REPORTER??? 
As part of our Catholic commitment to safe environments, the Archdiocese recently updated its policies and training curricu-

lum for mandated reporters of child abuse and neglect.  These new policies reflect the Church’s commitment to always do 

more, as well as new Pennsylvania laws that go into effect on December 31, 2014.  If you have direct contact with children, 

you may be a mandated reporter.  Barbara Kulpa is our Safe Environment Coordinator and will be working with our parish 

in the coming weeks to educate mandated reporters about their responsibilities and how to properly report child abuse to 

ChildLine, PA’s 24-hour child abuse reporting hotline.  In the meantime, she can be reached at 215-884-3252 with any ques-

tions.  Information is also available at www.childyouthprotection.org. 

 

As we continue to do all we can to keep our children safe, also know that the Office for Child and Youth Protection provides 

services, resources and support toward healing for victims and survivors of child sexual abuse and their families. Victim ser-

vices can be reached at 1-888-800-8780 or philavac@archphila.org.  

 

In the coming weeks coaches, faculty, school and PREP volunteers who have direct contact with children will be receiving a 

letter and/or e-mail along with a Mandated Reporter Acknowledgement Form.  You are asked to sign and date the form.  

The form should be submitted to our Parish Secretary, Barbara Kulpa as soon as possible.  We thank each and everyone of 

you for your service and countless hours you give to St. Hilary’s.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated so that our records 

can be up to date with the required paperwork.  

            DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH 

St. Hilary’s Parish offers year round opportunities for people seeking more information about the Catholic Faith, the Sacraments and 

living the Christian Life.  These opportunities are for adults who would like to inquire about following Jesus and becoming a mem-

ber of the Catholic Church, or, if you are already a baptized Christian, would like to become a Catholic, or if you are already a bap-

tized Catholic, would like to receive Confirmation and Holy Communion.  There are many people like yourself inquiring and we are 

ready to answer your questions. Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

     SCHOOL WINDOW PROJECT UPATE 

Our Parishioner portion of our School Window Project goal has now reached $ 106,465.00.  I want to thank you again for supporting 

this much needed renovation to our school.  St. Hilary’s School strives to provide a safe environment for our students.  It is our com-

mitment to offer a fine religious education and through your generosity we are able to continue to be a community of faith, knowl-

edge and service. 

                                                   REGISTRATION FOR WORLD MEETINGS OF FAMILIES 

To register visit WorldMeeting2015.org and go to the “Register” Page.  September 22—25, 2015. Follow us on Twitter@WMF2015 

 

                                                                         THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 

Pope Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the Body is often cast as an extended catechesis on sex and marriage.  While it is certainly 

that, it is so much more.  What divine mysteries have been revealed to us through the human body?  How can the Theology of the 

Body help us illuminate God’s plan for human life, from origin to eternity?  Come immerse yourself in a week of study, prayer 

and retreat, with Theology of the Body I:  A Head and Heart Immersion, February 22 - 27, 2015 in Quarryville, PA.  For registration 

information, contact Tess Akre at 215-302-8200 ext. 102 or e-mail takre@tobinstitute.org. 

 

REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE 

The Retrouvaille Marriage Program offers help for struggling marriages.  Tens of thousands of couples have successfully saved their 

marriages by attending a Retrouvaille weekend  and the six sessions that follow it.  Retrouvaille is not just a social gathering or series 

of seminars, but rather a way to rediscover and rekindle the loving relationship in your marriage.  The next program begins on the 

weekend of February 13-15 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.  For more information or to register for our upcoming week-

end, visit our web site at www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-800-470-2230.  All inquiries are kept strictly confidential. 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE RETREAT AT ST. RAPHAELA CENTER TO WELCOME IN 2015 

Ring in the New Year a little differently by joining us for this unique event.  Enjoy dinner and opportunities for prayer and reflection 

on the evening of December 31st.  Celebrate the New Year with Midnight Mass and a delightful brunch on the morning of January 1, 

2015.  For registration details visit our website at www.straphaelacenter.org or give us a call at 610-642-5715. 

 

  BUS TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C. - ST. ALBERT THE GREAT PARISH RESPECT LIFE ORGANIZATION 

St. Albert the Great will be having a bus to the 2015 Washington, D.C. March for Life on Thursday, January 22, 2015.  

Tickets are $30.00 per person.  If you would like to be a sponsor, please drop off your check made payable to St. Albert 

the Great Church at the Parish Center.  For information, please call Len Cornwall at 215-676-1209. 
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PASTORIAL LETTER ON CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND FAITH FORMATION   

       ARCHBISHOP CHARLES J. CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP. 

 
     Catholic schools and faith formation programs are vital to the Catholic teaching mission and the well-being of the whole believ-

ing community.  As a result, we need to reflect more deeply on what these apostolates do, not just for young people, but for the en-

tire local Church. 

     The goal of our educational mission here in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia is simple: to equip saints for life in this world and the 

next.  Today we continue the great witness begun many decades ago by the fourth bishop of Philadelphia, Saint John Neumann.  His 

energy and vision encouraged parishes to open the first Catholic elementary school, and his success became a model for Church 

sponsored education. 

     Obviously, much has changed since.  Shifting demographics in the U.S. northeast, combined with new challenges to family life 

and an increasing secular culture, have led to big changes in the educational needs of students and families.  Catholic school struc-

tures have adapted in dramatic ways.  Here in Philadelphia, the Independence Mission Schools, Faith in the Future Foundation, Busi-

ness Leaders Organized for Catholic School (BLOCS), and Elementary Regional Boards work closely with our Secretariat for Edu-

cation to ensure a better future for our Catholic schools.  But our goal, with God’s help and guidance, remains the same: equipping 

saints. 

 

Section Two 

The Parent’s Role 

     Education in the faith by the parents should begin in the child’s earliest years.  This already happens 

when family members help one another to grow in faith by the witness of a Christian life in keeping with 

the Gospel.  Family catechesis precedes, accompanies and enriches other forms of instruction in the faith.  

Parents have the mission of teaching their children to pray and to discover their vocation as children of 

God. 

 
                                                                          Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2226 

     Parents are the primary educators of their children; the Church is their partner in that task.  Without the conscious 

commitment of parents to use the opportunities the Church offers for the education of their children, our schools and our 

religious education programs cannot flourish. 

 

     Social changes in recent decades have complicated the role of parents and now challenge the very fabric of family 

life.  We are keenly aware that the Church’s ministry of education must support the work of our parents.  Central to any 

effort that seeks to form young people is the relationship forged between the family and the educational institution.  As 

the Congregation for Catholic Education stated in 2007: 

 

     This relationship appears as full participation of the parents in the life of the educational community, not only be-

cause of their primary responsibility in the education of their children, but also by virtue of their sharing in the iden-

tity and project that characterize the Catholic school and which they must know and share with a readiness that 

comes from within.  It is precisely because of this that the educational community identifies the decisive space for co-

operation between school and family in the educational project, to be made known and implemented with a spirit of 

communion, through the contribution of everyone, discerning responsibilities, roles and competences.4 

 

     With this in mind, we need to more vigorously encourage the active involvement of our parents and the wider com-

munity in our schools and our parishes.  Opportunities exist at every level to engage our parents in the mission of Catho-

lic education.  Parents have much more to offer beyond the tasks of fundraising and volunteering.  We need to be delib-

erate about creating ways for them to honestly critique our programs, while at the same time; we maintain a healthy 

autonomy to make decisions for our students.  Within a respectful but candid dialog we can show our children the very 

meaning of communion and develop an increasingly close bond between the values proposed by the school and those 

proposed by the family.5  
 

                                                                                         Charles J. Chaput 

                                                                                         Archbishop of Philadelphia 

  


