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St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  †  December 27, 2015/  The Feast of the Holy Family 

Pastor’s Corner 

  Sunday, December 27, 2015  
   The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 5:00pm (Vigil)     Stanley Forst 
 8:00am     Kim Gregor 
           10:00am     Dolly Ivey 
           12:00noon             The Funk Family  
 
                     The Octave of the Nativity of Our Lord 
 Monday, December 28,2015 The Holy Innocents 
                                                             Martyrs 
  8:00am      Jun-Mei Lee & Bing Chen Lee 
              Adoration will resume after the holidays!                                   
 
 Tuesday, December 29, 2015 Fifth Day within 
                                the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
  8:00am       Jack Adair 
                           
 Wednesday, December 30, 2015 Sixth Day  
                    within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord                        
  8:00am        Thomas Deely 
 
 Thursday, December 31, 2015 Seventh Day  
                    within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
  8:00am       Edward F. Morrissy, Sr. 
                         New Years Eve 
                          5:00pm       Robert Prito 
                                               
 
 Friday, January 1, 2016 Solemnity of Mary, the 
                                            Holy Mother of God 
  9:00am      Living & Deceased Members  
                                            of St. Hilary’s Parish  
                         11:00am     Anna McCabe 
          
 January 3, 2016  The Epiphany of the Lord 
  5:00pm (Vigil)   Stanley Forst 
  8:00am               Vincent Tartaglia 
                        10:00am               Timothy Craig 
                         12:00noon          Catherine Azeff 
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          Stewardship Report    
            TOTAL WEEKLY  
       SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

               December 14, 2014      December 13, 2015  
Weekly Envelopes       $7,511.00           $7,751.00 
Loose Cash/Checks   $1,178.00            $   976.00 
E-Giving                    $       0.00            $   690.00         
Total Collection       $8,689.00             $9,417.00 
Cumulative Totals $198,935.00          $208,529.00 
               YTD Difference      $9,594.00 
              ANNUAL BLOCK COLLECTION 
              2014                                      2015 
        $24,865.00                            $25,391.00 

“See what love the Father has bestowed on us”… 

                     I John 3 
      Throughout these Christmas days we have 

gathered around our family tables. There we lis-
ten to our stories, affirming our importance and 

place in the family home. Today we come and 

gather around God’s table. Here we listen to 
how God has favored us, affirming our im-

portance. He has shown us a love like no other. 
A love that went from the height of heaven to a 

humble stable, to the humiliation of the Cross. 

This is the love that sustains all family life. It is 
from “the pierced side of Christ, Pope Benedict 

once wrote, that we discover the path along 
which our life and love must move.” We must be 

willing to go to the Cross for each other, by cru-

cifying our ego’s our willfulness and agendas for 
the good of each other. In his own words, Pope 

Francis reminds us that “family life is an art 
which can be summed up in a few short words 

please, thank you and sorry.” 

      Today we look to the Holy Family for grace 
and inspiration. Mary and Joseph knew well  
the struggles of life. Separation and divorce was one 
seen as the only solution. Their Son was hunted down 
soon after His birth  which forced them to become 

refugees. Finally, Mary suffered the loss of her hus-
band and her only Son, through all those trying times 
they continued to turn to God, a simple act of faith in 

His providence. Always striving to live in a right re-
lationship with the Lord kept them grounded and 
enabled them to walk through the firery moment of 
life. May that same faith and trust be found today in 

our families. 
    The Gospel tells us Jesus became obedient to Mary 
and Joseph, what humility we find there. May we 

have the wisdom to become obedient to Him and find 
God’s favor once again. 
 
Marry Christmas! 

 
Father Murray 
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To request Parish Prayer Line prayers  for a  loved one,  
friend who is ill, or a service man or woman, please call  

Evelyn at  (215) 947- 4951, Pat at (215) 485-5512, the Recto-
ry at  215-884-3252 or if you  would like your name removed 

from our list. 
    Please pray for the following:                   
    Jack Avak                  William Hartner           Marie McDevitt  
    Michael Brown         Mary Jane Hummel      Cole Plachter 
    Bob Bray                   Jimmy Kelly                  Mary Joe Reaby 
    Felicia Burkhardt    Michele Kelly                Arlene Rims-Lloyd 
    Betty Crosson           Bob Kilcoyne                 Tina Savarino 
    Anthony D’Angelis  Sarah Koehler              Lieut.Schaffer 
    Elizabeth Dieckman Edward Lasco             Jacalyn Strigle 
    Angela Gawin           Paris Luckowski          Dan Webb 

   
MONDAY ADORATION  
Our Church will be open all day 
for private adoration and prayer,  
immediately after the 8:00am 
mass until 5:00pm. We are in 
need of volunteers throughout 
the day to spend a 1/2 hour with 
the Lord in order for the practice 
to continue. Please see the sign-
up sheets at the doors of the 
Church.   
 Adoration will resume after the holidays! 

 

 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016 

 

 Pope Francis has called us all to participate in a special Holy Year of Mercy. It is a special time, the Pope declares, To allow God to surprise us. He never tires of 

casting open the doors of His heart and of repeating that He loves us and wants to share His love with us.” Over the next few weeks of the Advent season you’ll find in this column 

some excerpts from the Papal proclamation “Misercordiae Vultus.” As God never tires of showing mercy may we in turn never tire of showing mercy to each other.   

 

Week IV 

Jubilee Holy Doors 

 I will have the Joy of opening the Holy Door on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. On the day, the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy  through 

which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instills hope. On the following Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, the Holy Door of ...the 

Basilica of Saint John Lateran will be opened. In the following weeks, the Holy Doors of the  Papal Basilicas will be opened. On the same Sunday, I will announce  that in every 

local church, at the cathedral or another church of special significance, a Door of Mercy will be opened for the duration of the Holy Year. At the discretion of the local ordinary, a 

similar door may be opened at any shrine frequented by large  groups of pilgrims….In this Jubilee Year, let us allow god to surprise us. He never tires of casting open the doors of 

his heart.  

                                                                                                                                     Misericordiae Vultus 3, 25 

                                                                                                                                     Pope Francis 

 

 

 

 

    St. Hilary’s welcomes it’s two newest members! 
            Congratulations to: 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Jamey McCarty  
on the Baptism of the their daughters  

           Sadie Rose McCarthy 
          Molly Shay McCarty   

                        MANUP PHILLY 

   Transforming Men, Transforming Families. 
             

       Save the date: Saturday, March 12, 2016 
          St. Joseph’s University Hagan Arena 

Discounted early registration fee if registered by 
12/31 
           
 

http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en.html


                      DO YOU KNOW YOUR TRIBUNAL? 
     The Tribunal is a group of specially qualified Catholics whose 
responsibility is to come to the help of people who have experi-
enced divorce and who may wish to remarry in the  
Catholic Church.    
     When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church always seeks to 
balance two realities.  One is the unbreakableness of the bond of 
marriage. This is God’s law. It cannot be broken by human inter-
vention. On the other hand, the Church is concerned about the 
spiritual welfare of the people involved.  Was this a true mar-
riage?  Even though a Catholic marriage was celebrated, was 
there perhaps some deficiency in the consent of the parties in-
volved?  The annulment procedure addresses this problem. If you 
are divorced and want to marry in the Church or  were remarried 
outside the Catholic Church, please contact the Tribunal Office at 
222 North l7th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. You are welcome 
to call  (215) 587-3750 for further information.   
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  Statement of Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. 
REGARDING EDUCATION TAX CREDITS 
 

Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Schol-
arship Tax Credit (OSTC) are vital pro-
grams that assist many thousands of needy 
children. They do it by enabling Pennsylva-

nia businesses to donate to qualified scholarship organiza-
tions. Donor companies then receive a tax credit, within speci-
fied limits, against their Pennsylvania Tax liability. The result-
ing scholarships benefit children whose families meet certain 
low income criteria. 
    Unfortunately, the Department of Community and Eco-
nomic Development is currently unwilling to issue authoriza-
tions to firms ready to make contributions to qualified schol-
arship organizations. 
    The real world result that flows from the refusal to issue 
contribution authorization is to prevent companies from gain-
ing the approvals they urgently need in order to make contri-
butions and secure the resulting tax credits required for the 
current calendar year. This creates a very serious problem. If 
these contributions are not made, then scholarships will not be 
available for thousands of students who attend Catholic and 
many other private schools. In the case of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, this immediately builds pressure for school clo-
sures as early as next year, because EITC and OSTC scholar-
ships are vital to parent’s ability to afford their children’s 
education. 
    This situation is time sensitive, because the end of the year 
rapidly approaches. The administrative details of the pro-
grams require authorizations for companies and actual contri-
butions to the scholarship organizations before year end. 
    I ask Catholics and all persons who support good options 
for the poor to contact Governor Wolf today via this website– 
https://governor.pa.gov/contact/ -and to ask for his support in 
issuing these authorizations.  
                                              +Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 

             Archbishop of Philadelphia 

MARRIAGE CONVALIDATIONS 
For Catholics a valid sacramental marriage is before a 
Priest and two witnesses in what is called the Forms of 
Marriage.  If you have been married by a Justice of the 
Peace or  in a Civil Marriage and wish to have your mar-
riage blessed by the Church and be able to return to the 
sacraments, most  especially, the Sacrament of the Eu-
charist, please call the rectory at  215-884-3252 
                             and ask to speak to Fr. Murray. 

   
COME AND SEE WEEKENDS 2015-2016 

EXPERIENCE LIFE AT  
ST. CHALRES SEMINARY 

                        High School Weekends            
 Friday Jan. 15th—Sunday Jan. 17th 
 Friday Feb. 12th—Sunday Feb. 14th                 

       Post High school Weekends 
 Friday Dec. 11th—Sunday Dec. 13th 
 Friday Feb, 5th—Sunday Feb. 7th 
 Friday Feb 19th—Sunday Feb. 21st 
 

Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

WWW.HEEDTHECALL.ORG (610)667-5778 
EMAIL ADEO@ARCHPHILA.ORG TO REGISTER 

  Parish Financial Council 
We are looking for additional 
members to join our Finance 
Council. This Council is made 
up of men and women of the 
parish. With the Pastor they 
review the Operating Budget, 

set-up strategies that ensure the financial stability of 
the parish. If you are a member of St. 
Hilary’s with a financial background 
and would like to help please call the 
rectory and ask for Father Murray @ 
(215) 884-3252.                   

           Pre-Jordan Classes 
In order to have a child Baptized in the 
Church every parent must attend a  
Pre-Jordan Class prior to the baptism. 
If you have attended classes for another 
child you have fulfilled your require-
ment. Classes are held on Thursday 

evening’s during the year @ 7:00pm in the rectory.  
Classes are Scheduled for : January 28th, June 9th &  
October 27th.   (call to schedule @ 215 884-3252) 
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St Hilary’s School Window Project 
Our Parishioner portion of our School Window Project  
goal has now reached $123,751.00  
I want to thank you again for supporting this much 
needed renovation. It is our commitment to offer a fine 
religious education and our through your generosity 
we are able to continue to be a community of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service. 

 St. Hilary’s Prep Program—Christmas Prayer Service. 

      A great way to welcome Jesus into our lives. 
The St. Hilary’s Prep children did a beautiful job with 

a dramatic enactment of Luke’s Gospel story of the  
Nativity lead in song by the Prep school choir 

                            Eagles Block Pool 
A special thank you for all those who 
have supported this parish fundraiser.        
 1st Week Winner   Rick Alegado 
 2nd Week Winner  John Kolla 
 3rd Week Winner  Woltemate Family  
 4th Week Winner  Justin Muttreja 
 5th Week Winner  Meredith  Merlini 
 6th Week Winner  Ted Kelly 
 7th Week Winner  Ray Vandegrift 

                                8th Week Winner   Sean Burns 
                                9th Week Winner  Woltemate Family 
                              10th Week Winner  Hal Fagan 
                              11th Week Winner Danielle Lattanzi 
                              12th Week Winner  Mike Coyle 

Manor Junior College Serves Community Dental Needs– Including Orthodontic Braces 

Dynamic Catholic 
  
The Pastoral visit of Pope Francis 
has made us all proud of our Catho-

lic faith. He spoke with authority about the truths of God 
and the beauty of human life. He is calling us to re-discover 
the treasure of our Catholic faith, to stand up for it, defend 
it and celebrate it. 
    The Dynamic Catholic Institute founded by world renown 
Catholic speaker and author Matthew Kelly has developed 
resources to motivate people to rediscover the genius of Ca-
tholicism. This Christmas we are offering every family one  
of these resources. Gods dream for each of us is to become 
“the best version of yourself.” We know the best version of 
ourselves is personified in Jesus Christ. The more closer we 
come to Him, the more we study our Catholic faith we real-
ize the treasure of our Catholic faith. 
    Join us in this special mission to re-energize our Catholic 
faith and love of the Lord. Pick up your special gift this 
Christmas. May we pray and support each other on our 
quest to become “the best version of ourselves.”     
                    God bless you and your families, Father Murray 

Come Join us! 
St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  

is hosting a  
Spirituality Day for Men 

February 6th, 2016  
from 9:00am to 2:00pm 

a Basilian Spirituality Center,  
Fox Chase Manor 
Details to follow  



St. Hilary’s Memorial Garden 
New Memorial Bricks are now available to be placed around the statue of St. Hilary. Names of family 
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                   St. Hilary of Poitiers School News 

Feast of St. Nicholas - We celebrated the Feast of St. Nicholas with our Prayer 

Partners by learning about the life of St. Nicholas and how we can follow his model of 

a holy life, meek in heart.  The joyful response from the children could be heard 

through the halls when the sound of bells and the Merry Christmas wishes from Santa 

Claus were heard throughout the school.   We were all delighted when St. Nicholas filled our shoes with 

special treats.  

Congratulations  

The Winners of “Design the Fagan Family Christmas Card” are Jack Vandegrift, Gr. 5 and Olivia Forkin, 

Gr. 2.  The Fagan’s are grateful to all the creative artists for entering the contest. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Philadelphia Section of the American Chemical Society and its Women Chemists Committee  

sponsored the 2015 Mini-Conference on Girls Enjoying Science at Chestnut Hill College on November 8.  

 We were proud to have seven of our Sixth Grade young women represent St. Hilary of Poitiers School. The  

day was designed to increase girls’ interest in science and mathematics and provide an opportunity to meet  

women working in non-traditional fields.  We are proud of our budding scientists, Mary Greenberg, Grace 

 Gaither, Theresa McCann, Ava McCrea, Cecilia Nguyen, Sophia Romano, and Grace Yeager, as they lead the  

way for future women scientists!! 

Outreach Programs during the Month of December… 

Second Grade students have been spreading the Joy of Jesus by writing to the shut- ins.  

The Intergenerational Knitting Club has been busy knitting blankets for babies. 

Fifth and Sixth Grade students visited the residents at Rydal Park and shared the Spirit of Christmas 

through song, music, and games!  

St. Hilary Celebrates Our Young Authors 

On Thursday, December 4 students in grades 4, 5, and 6 were honored as winners at the Huntingdon Val-

ley Library Young Author’s Gala!  We join the library in celebrating the creativity of our artists and authors.  

Over thirty of our students won in the categories of Best Story, Best Developed Characters, and Most 

Creative. 

 

 

 

 


