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St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  †  January 3rd, 2015/  The Epiphany of Our Lord 

Deacon’s Corner 

  Sunday, January 3, 2016 The Epiphany of Our Lord,  
                                                   
 5:00pm (Vigil)     Charotte Groll 
 8:00am     Vincent Tartaglia           
 10:00am    Timothy Craig 
           12:00noon             Catherine Azeff  
 
              Monday, January 4th, 2016 St. Elizabeth Ann 
                                                             Seton                             
                           8:00am      Vincent Tartaglia 
                          
 Tuesday, January 5th, 2016 John Neumann, 
                                                             Bishop 
                            8:00am      The King Family 
                           
 Wednesday, January 6th, 2016 St. Andre’  
                                                          Bessette, Religious  
                     8:00am        Patsy & Jack Whalen 
 
 Thursday, January 7th, 2015 St. Raymond  
                                                            Penyafort, Priest  
                     8:00am       Anne Shoemaker 
                           
 Friday, January 8th, 2016   
  8:00am    Rosie Duffy    
                                   
 January 10, 2016   The Epiphany of the Lord 
  5:00pm (Vigil)   Rose & Charlie Eckardt 
  8:00am               John & Virginia Powell 
                        10:00am               Larry Ritrebilock    
                        12:00noon            The Funk Family 
  
                                               
 All are invited to pray the rosary after the 8:00am daily 
mass.   
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          Stewardship Report    
            TOTAL WEEKLY  
       SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

               December 21, 2014      December 20, 2015  
Weekly Envelopes       $7,440.00           $7, 104.00 
Loose Cash/Checks   $    822.00            $  501.00 
E-Giving                    $       0.00             $1,027.00      
Total Collection        $8,262.00             $8,632.00 
Cumulative Totals $205,327.00        $216,471.00 
                        YTD Difference $11,144.00 
                        ANNUAL BLOCK COLLECTION 
                                2014                                      2015 
                           $24,865.00                            $25,391.00 

   I want to share this story with you, which has a great 

lesson for all of us to remember on how Jesus wishes us to 

live our lives. 

The Forth Wise Man 
                                                                                 By Henry Van Dyke 

    The Gospel does not tell us how many wise men, or ma-

gi, journeyed to Bethlehem following the star. Popular 

tradition holds that there were three-Caspar, Melchior 

and Balthasar. But there is also a tradition of a forth wise 

man, named Artaban. 

    As Artaban prepared to set out and follow the star, he 

took with him a sapphire, a ruby and a pearl of great price 

as gifts for the newborn King, whereever He is to be 

found. 

    On his way to join the other wise men, Artaban stopped 

to care for a sick traveler. If he stayed, however, to help he 

would miss the rendezvous with his friends. He stayed, and 

the delay was just enough to make him late for the depar-

ture of the caravan. Now Artaban was alone, and he need-

ed transportation and supplies to cross the desert. So he 

sold the sapphire to purchase camels and supplies. He was 

saddened because the King would never have this precious 

gem. 

    Artaban journeyed onward and reached Bethlehem, but 

again he was too late. There were soldiers everywhere to 

carry out Herod’s command that the male children should 

be slain. Artaban, therefore took out the brilliant ruby to 

bribe the captain and save the children in the village in 

which he was staying. Children were saved, mothers re-

joiced; but the ruby, also, would not reach the King. 

    For 33 years Artaban searched in vain, and finally 

found his way to Jerusalem on the day several crucifixions 

were to take place. Artaban hurried towards Calvary in 

order to bribe the Roman guard with the precious pearl 

and save the man called Jesus. Something told him that 

this was the King of Kings for whom he had been search-

ing all his life. 

    Just then, a young women being dragged along the 

street toward the slave market, called out to Artaban 

pleading for  help. With only a slight hesitation, he gave 

the last jewel, the pearl of great price, for her ransom. 

Now Artaban had none of the precious gems he was going 

to present to the King. 

    Reaching the place where the crucifixions were to occur 

he was heartbroken when he saw he could do nothing to 

help Jesus. But something remarkable happened.  

Jesus looked over toward Artaban and said to him: 

“Don’t be brokenhearted, Artaban. You’ve been helping me 

all your life. When I was hungry, you gave me food, When I 

was thirsty, you gave me drink. When I was naked, you 

clothed me, when I was a stranger, you took me in.” 

     Some say Artaban never found Christ. Others say he 

was the wisest of the wise men.  

Merry Christmas,    

Deacon John  
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To request Parish Prayer Line prayers  for a  loved one,  
friend who is ill, or a service man or woman, please call  

Evelyn at  (215) 947- 4951, Pat at (215) 485-5512, the Recto-
ry at  215-884-3252 or if you  would like your name removed 

from our list. 
    Please pray for the following:                  
                                        Angela Gavin               Paris Luckowski 
     Jack Avak                 William Hartner           Marie McDevitt  
    Michael Brown         Mary Jane Hummel      Cole Plachter 
    Bob Bray                   Jimmy Kelly                  Mary Joe Reaby 
    Felicia Burkhardt     Michele Kelly                Arlene Rims-Lloyd 
    Betty Crosson            Bob Kilcoyne                Tina Savarino 
    Pam Clauss                Sarah Koehler             Lieut.Schaffer 
    Anthony D’Angelis    JohnKolla, Sr.             Jacalyn Strigle 
    Eliabeth Dieckman    Edward Losco             Dan Webb 

   
MONDAY ADORATION  
Our Church will be open all day 
for private adoration and prayer,  
immediately after the 8:00am 
mass until 5:00pm. We are in 
need of volunteers throughout 
the day to spend a 1/2 hour with 
the Lord in order for the practice 
to continue. Please see the sign-
up sheets at the doors of the 
Church.   
  

 

 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 

December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016 

 

 Pope Francis has called us all to participate in a special Holy Year of Mercy. It is a special time, the Pope declares, To allow God to surprise us. He never tires of 

casting open the doors of His heart and of repeating that He loves us and wants to share His love with us.” Over the next few weeks of the Advent season you’ll find in this column 

some excerpts from the Papal proclamation “Misercordiae Vultus.” As God never tires of showing mercy may we in turn never tire of showing mercy to each other.   

 

Week IV 

Jubilee Holy Doors 

 I will have the Joy of opening the Holy Door on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. On the day, the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy  through 

which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instills hope. On the following Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, the Holy Door of ...the 

Basilica of Saint John Lateran will be opened. In the following weeks, the Holy Doors of the  Papal Basilicas will be opened. On the same Sunday, I will announce  that in every 

local church, at the cathedral or another church of special significance, a Door of Mercy will be opened for the duration of the Holy Year. At the discretion of the local ordinary, a 

similar door may be opened at any shrine frequented by large  groups of pilgrims….In this Jubilee Year, let us allow god to surprise us. He never tires of casting open the doors of 

his heart.  

                                                                                                                                     Misericordiae Vultus 3, 25 

                                                                                                                                     Pope Francis 

 

 

 

 

          Congratulations! 
 to our two newest members of  
                  St. Hilary’s: 
      Sadie Rose & Molly Shay 
              The daughters of  
      Mr. & Mrs. Jamey McCarty  
       

                        

 
                          MANUP PHILLY 
         Save the Date: The 2016 Men’s Spirituality  
                                              Conference 

           Transforming Men, Transforming Families. 

                   Saturday, March 12, 2016 
              St. Joseph’s University Hagan Arena 

Discounted early registration fee if registered by 
12/31 
           

http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en.html


                      DO YOU KNOW YOUR TRIBUNAL? 
     The Tribunal is a group of specially qualified Catholics whose 
responsibility is to come to the help of people who have experi-
enced divorce and who may wish to remarry in the  
Catholic Church.    
     When a divorce occurs, the Catholic Church always seeks to 
balance two realities.  One is the unbreakableness of the bond of 
marriage. This is God’s law. It cannot be broken by human inter-
vention. On the other hand, the Church is concerned about the 
spiritual welfare of the people involved.  Was this a true mar-
riage?  Even though a Catholic marriage was celebrated, was 
there perhaps some deficiency in the consent of the parties in-
volved?  The annulment procedure addresses this problem. If you 
are divorced and want to marry in the Church or  were remarried 
outside the Catholic Church, please contact the Tribunal Office at 
222 North l7th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. You are welcome 
to call  (215) 587-3750 for further information.   
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MARRIAGE CONVALIDATIONS 
For Catholics a valid sacramental marriage is before a 
Priest and two witnesses in what is called the Forms of Mar-
riage.  If you have been married by a Justice of the Peace 
or  in a Civil Marriage and wish to have your marriage 
blessed by the Church and be able to return to the sacra-
ments, most  especially, the Sacrament of the Eucharist, 
please call the rectory at  215-884-3252 
                             and ask to speak to Fr. Murray. 

                            Eagles Block Pool 
A special thank you for all those who have supported this 
parish fundraiser.        

 1st Week Winner   Rick Alegado 
 2nd Week Winner  John Kolla 
 3rd Week Winner  Woltemate Family  
 4th Week Winner  Justin Muttreja 
 5th Week Winner  Meredith  Merlini 
 6th Week Winner  Ted Kelly 
 7th Week Winner  Ray Vandegrift 
 8th Week Winner   Sean Burns 

                          9th Week Winner  Woltemate Family 
                        10th Week Winner  Hal Fagan 
                        11th Week Winner Danielle Lattanzi 
                        12th Week Winner  Mike Coyle 
                        13th Week winner The Greenberg Family 

  COME AND SEE WEEKENDS 2015-2016 
EXPERIENCE LIFE AT  

ST. CHALRES SEMINARY 
                        High School Weekends            
 Friday Jan. 15th—Sunday Jan. 17th 
 Friday Feb. 12th—Sunday Feb. 14th                 

       Post High school Weekends 
 Friday Dec. 11th—Sunday Dec. 13th 
 Friday Feb, 5th—Sunday Feb. 7th 
 Friday Feb 19th—Sunday Feb. 21st 
 

Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

WWW.HEEDTHECALL.ORG (610)667-5778 
EMAIL ADEO@ARCHPHILA.ORG TO REGISTER 

Dynamic Catholic 
  
 

     The Pastoral visit of Pope Francis has made us all 
proud of our Catholic faith. He spoke with authority 
about the truths of God and the beauty of human life. 
He is calling us to re-discover the treasure of our 
Catholic faith, to stand up for it, defend it and cele-
brate it. 
    The Dynamic Catholic Institute founded by world 
renown Catholic speaker and author Matthew Kelly 
has developed resources to motivate people to redis-
cover the genius of Catholicism. This Christmas we 
are offering every family one  of these resources. 
Gods dream for each of us is to become “the best ver-
sion of yourself.” We know the best version of our-
selves is personified in Jesus Christ. The more closer 
we come to Him, the more we study our Catholic faith 
we realize the treasure of our Catholic faith. 
    Join us in this special mission to re-energize our 
Catholic faith and love of the Lord. Pick up your spe-
cial gift this Christmas. May we pray and support 
each other on our quest to become “the best version 
of ourselves.”     
         God bless you and your families, Father Murray 

           Pre-Jordan Classes 
In order to have a child Baptized in the 
Church every parent must attend a  
Pre-Jordan Class prior to the baptism. 
If you have attended classes for another 
child you have fulfilled your require-
ment. Classes are held on Thursday 
evening’s during the year @ 7:00pm in 
the rectory.  

Classes are Scheduled for : January 28th, June 9th &  
October 27th.   (call to schedule @ 215 884-3252) 

Come Join us! 
 

St. Hilary of Poitiers 
Parish  

is hosting a  
Spirituality Day for Men 

                            February 6th, 2016 
                         from 9:00am to 2:00pm 
                  a Basilian Spirituality Center 
                            Fox Chase Manor 

Details to follow  
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St. Hilary’s Memorial Garden 
 
New Memorial Bricks are now available to be placed around the statue of St. 
Hilary. Names of family members or a deceased loved one can be engraved 
for a donation of $100.00. For any questions in regards to the memorial 
bricks please call the rectory @ 215 884-3252 
 

St. Lucy Day School celebrates 60th anniversary 

A Tribute to a pillar in St. Hilary’s Parish Community 

 

Betty Crosson, who fir st petitioned Bishop John O’Hara to start St. Lucy School and Sr. Anne 
Marie Harrison, on of the first teachers and later principal, are all smiles as students perform a con-
cert for guests. 

In 1955 Betty Crosson desperately wanted to enroll her twin sons in Catholic school, but there was 
not a single one in the Philadelphia area that could meet their needs. Jack and George, then five 
years old, were blind, probably because of the administration of oxygen as infants, something now 
known to cause blindness. “I just knew they needed a school, and I went to the bishop,” Crosson 
said. That bishop was Archbishop John F. O’Hara, and in answer to her petition, St. Lucy Day 
School for Children with Visual Impairments was first established at a property near St. Francis 
deSales Church in West Philadelphia. And most recently at Holy Innocents Parish in the Juniata 
section of Philadelphia in a building shared with the Archbishop Ryan academy for the deaf.   

Archbishop Charles Chaput visited St. Lucy Day School on December 14th  to celebrate mass for St. 
Lucy’s 60th anniversary, and Betty Crosson was a guest of honor as were many of the Sister of the 
Immaculate heart of Mary who have been with the school since the beginning 

http://catholicphilly.com/media-files/2015/12/LucysIMG_2602.jpg
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 St. Hilary of Poitiers School News 

St. Hilary’s Christmas Program  

       the perfect way to prepare us all for the  

           Celebration of the Birth of Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


