
August 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to fourth grade for the 2019-2020 school year! We are looking forward 
to a busy, but fun-filled year of learning. Your child will have many new areas of 
curriculum to explore and enjoy. We’ve included a brief overview of the school 
year, as well as some of our policies. 
 
Our Language Arts program is divided into four different programs. 

1. Daily 5: Daily 5 is a structure where we will teach Language Arts standards 
and then students can work on assignments at their own pace. It consists of 
many different components from Collaborative Classroom, Storyworks, and 
other standards based programs. It includes reading, vocabulary, grammar, 
and writing. Students will also use online programs, such as Freckle and 
Lexia to practice reading skills. 

a. No excuse words should be practiced regularly to reinforce words your 
child should already know and use in his/her writing. Please 
encourage him/her to use a spell checker or dictionary when working 
on assignments at home.  

2. Core Literature: In addition, we will read some of the Core Literature novels, 
such as Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing and Island of the Blue Dolphins, to 
teach literary elements and have in-depth discussions about literature.  

3. Swim to Success: This time will be used for reading groups. We will also have 
Individualized Daily Reading (IDR), which means that your child needs to 
have an appropriate reading book at all times. 

4. Writing: We’ll use strategies from Collaborative Classroom, Step Up to 
Writing, and Units of Study. Students will be involved in daily writing, with 
special attention given to the writing process. We will be working on several 
different writing styles, such as narrative, informative/explanatory, and 
opinion/argument. Special emphasis will be placed on revising and editing, 
and the use of higher vocabulary words. It is highly recommended that you 
purchase a pocket dictionary for your child. 

 
Fourth grade students will build upon their previously learned math knowledge. 
Our math series is a common core standards-based curriculum called Go Math! 
 
 



In social studies, the state we live in will come alive as students investigate 
California’s geography, read stories of early settlers, and discover the missions 
through our new series, Studies Weekly. Get ready for the Wild, Wild, West! 
 
Science will be taught by a specialist from the district. Your child will have the 
opportunity to explore and discover the wonderful world of science through 
observations and experiments. 
 
Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday and your child is expected 
to return it the following day unless otherwise informed. Your child will be 
responsible for copying down the homework assignments in his/her assignment 
book. In addition, your child is expected to read 30 minutes each night. 
 
Generally, we will keep you informed of our studies, activities, and projects. We 
definitely want open lines of communication throughout the year, so please do not 
hesitate to write a note, e-mail, or call with any questions and/or concerns. 
Emailing is probably the quickest way to contact us. 
 
Additionally, we have three requests: 

1. Write a letter about your child. Be sure to include his/her interests, 
strengths, etc., as well as any other pertinent information or concerns. Please 
send it with your child or email it to your child’s teacher by Wednesday, 
September 4th. 

2. If your child has an appointment that requires him/her to leave early, please 
notify us in advance so that he/she will be ready for pick-up. However, we 
encourage you to try to schedule appointments after school, if possible, so 
he/she will not miss important discussions and activities. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

3. Please purchase a pocket dictionary for your child to keep at school and be 
sure to write your child’s name on the inside cover. 

 
As you know, this will be a year of transition for your child. We are committed to 
helping your child build new friendships and become part of the community within 
our classrooms. Once again, welcome to fourth grade! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Fourth Grade Team 
 


