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MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Superintendents and Charter School Leaders 

From:  Luis Rodriguez, Director, Office of Digital Learning  

Date:  January 17, 2014      

Subject: Transitioning to digital learning and online assessments 

 

 

Digital learning is transforming the way in educators are delivering curriculum and instruction to 

students in 21
st
 century classrooms. Across Massachusetts and the country, schools systems are 

leveraging new technologies to incorporate digital curriculum materials, electronic textbooks, 

and other products and services to enhance teaching and learning. Some districts are taking 

advantage of low-cost end user devices – such as tablets and laptops – and an increase in digital 

tools and resources. This has allowed schools to move computers out of labs and into the hands 

of students. In other districts where digital resources are inadequate, securing the necessary 

infrastructure to support digital learning and online assessments will take careful planning. 

 

With respect to online assessments, the Department intends to give districts at least two years to 

make the transition to the computer-based PARCC assessments. This will provide districts with 

greater flexibility to prepare appropriately and secure additional technology and resources to 

support computer-based testing. The Department continues to identify initiatives that can assist 

schools in the acquisition of sufficient technology to enhance digital learning in classrooms and 

support the shift to online assessments. Among those initiatives are the following: 

 

Optional Statewide Contracts (COMM-PASS): The state has negotiated pricing with 

several hardware providers around the purchase of laptops, tablets, and desktops. The 

state has also negotiated pricing with vendors that provide infrastructure services for 

schools that need to improve their infrastructure to ensure students have adequate access 

to the internet. For more information see https://www.ebidsourcing.com/ (ITC44 IT 

Hardware, Computers, Laptops, Peripherals, NASPO/WSCA Agreement). 

 

Massachusetts Learning Technology Initiative: The state has signed on as an interested 

party to the Multi-state Learning Technology Initiative (LTI), a turn-key solution to 

provide hardware (laptop and/or tablet), software, and professional development at an 

annual per user price. The contract also includes an optional infrastructure component for 

schools that need to improve their internal infrastructure to ensure all academic areas 

have adequate wireless access. The Department is currently working with vendors to 

finalize the LTI structure so interested districts can participate in the program. For 

https://www.ebidsourcing.com/
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additional information, please visit http://www.maine.gov/mlti/rfp/  

 

Federal E-Rate Modernization: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is 

committed to increasing broadband access, simplify technology purchasing, and 

streamline program administration. To support this effort, the FCC is redesigning E-Rate 

to allow funds to directly support learning in the classroom. The Department is working 

to ensure the proposed changes will help Massachusetts schools in the shift to digital 

learning. A fact sheet on the modernization effort, which the FCC intends to complete by 

2015-16, is available at  

http://www.fcc.gov/document/fact-sheet-update-e-rate-broadband-schools-and-libraries 

 

Infrastructure Bond Bill: The Department estimates that roughly one third of schools 

statewide are in need of infrastructure upgrades in order to meet the recommended 

standards for PARCC. In November 2013, the House Committee on Bonding, Capital 

Expenditures and State Assets recommended a $38 million program to upgrade school 

infrastructure to support digital learning. The House of Representatives passed the bill, 

and it has been referred to the Senate Committee on Bonding, Capital Expenditures and 

State Assets. Should the bill in its current form become law, the program will require 

some local matching and will focus on wireless infrastructure upgrades for schools. 

 

The Department will continue to pursue opportunities to help support districts as they implement 

digital learning and online assessments to advance teaching and learning. In addition to the 

aforementioned initiatives, we are also rolling out several key digital tools, such as Edwin 

(http://www.doe.mass.edu/edwin/), to provide support to educators. I encourage you to visit the 

Office of Digital Learning website at http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/ to learn more. If you have 

questions, please contact us at odl@doe.mass.edu. 
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