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Dear Superintendents and Charter School Leaders: 

 

Later this spring, roughly 15 percent of students in grades 3-11 from 347 school districts across the state will take a 

PARCC field test. The purpose of the field test is to try out PARCC test questions a year before they count, ensure that 

the questions are aligned to the content area they cover, and build the best test we can. The field test is the first step in 

our two-year "test drive" of PARCC to determine whether to adopt PARCC as the state's new student testing program 

and sunset MCAS tests in English language arts and mathematics. 

 

Building Awareness for PARCC 

Over the coming months, we are committed to supporting your outreach efforts to teachers, school committee 

members, parents, students, business leaders, and residents as you build awareness for PARCC and answer questions 

about this spring's field test. It is important that we deliver clear and accurate information to convey the need to 

develop a new student testing program that is high quality and aligned to the 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum 

Frameworks in English language arts and mathematics, which incorporate the Common Core State Standards. As you 

know, PARCC is an important component of the state's reform agenda to upgrade curriculum and instruction, enhance 

educator effectiveness, and turn around our lowest performing schools and districts. 

 

To assist in your planning and outreach efforts, the Department has developed a number of PARCC communications 

tools, which are enclosed. Our intent is to enable you to use and adapt these resources as you see fit and as are 

appropriate to fit your local context. These resources, either in their current form or as revised by you and your team, 

have been designed for use with audiences from parents, to faculty, the school committee and other interested 

community members and leaders in mind. Some, like the PowerPoint overview, assume that you will add or subtract 

slides as appropriate for these different audiences. By no means are these materials exhaustive; rather, we will continue 

to refine them – with your input – and add additional resources. 

 

Enclosed PARCC Communications Tools 

In today's packet, you will find the following materials (with their intended audience noted below): 

 

For Parents –   

 Attachment 1: One-page "Ready for a Test Drive?" Flyer 

 Attachment 2: One-page "The PARCC Field Test" Flyer 

 Attachment 3: 10 Things Parents Should Know about PARCC 

 Attachment 4: Letter to Parents from Commissioner Chester 

 

For Multiple Audiences –  

 Attachment 5: An "Intro to PARCC" FAQ 

 

For Educators – 

 Attachment 6: A "PARCC Field Test" FAQ 
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 Attachment 7: PARCC PowerPoint 

 Attachment 8: PARCC Accessibility and Accommodations 

 Attachment 9: PARCC Accommodations PowerPoint 

 

For Superintendents (for possible use in conversations with School Committees) –  

 Attachment 10: Memo on Technology and Online Assessments 

 

The Department intends to post these and other PARCC materials on its website at  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc.  

 

Other Key Resources 

There are many good national resources available on both the Common Core State Standards and PARCC. For 

instance, the national PTA has produced two- and four-page Parents' Guide to Student Success on the Common Core 

Standards. Those guides are in English and Spanish and located at 

http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583. The Council of Great City Schools has produced more detailed 

Parent Roadmaps to the Common Core Standards, which are located at http://www.cgcs.org/domain/36. The 

Department also has a number of useful resources, including model curriculum units, on our website at 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore/. 

 

Please Share Your Feedback with Us 

We want to hear your feedback on the enclosed communications tools. We also want to learn more about the most 

effective tools that you are using. For instance, the Chelmsford Public Schools is producing a fun and informative 

show called "Eye on PARCC" that airs on local cable TV to inform parents and community members about PARCC. 

Watch the show at http://vp.telvue.com/preview?id=T01497&video=180423. 

 

To provide feedback and/or to share your own PARCC materials, please send an email to parcc@doe.mass.edu. 

 

Thank you again for your leadership and commitment to ensuring that all students are prepared for success after high 

school. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Mitchell D. Chester 

Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 
 

 

Copy: Principals 

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc
http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
http://www.cgcs.org/domain/36
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore/
http://vp.telvue.com/preview?id=T01497&video=180423
mailto:parcc@doe.mass.edu

