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Colorado Academic Standards - Reading, Writing, and Communicating
First Grade Proficiency Level Descriptions

Standard: Oral Expression and Listening
Grade Level Expectation: Identifying and manipulating phonemes in spoken words allow people to understand the meaning of speech
DCSD Progress Report: Rhymes, segments, blends,identifies beginning,middle, and ending sounds

1: Beginning Understanding 2: Meets Some Aspects of GLE 3: Meets GLE 4: Exceeds GLE

Struggles to segment spoken words
into onset (initial consonant sounds)
and rime (vowel to end of syllable).
Identifies the initial or final phoneme
of spoken words.

Segments spoken words into onset
(initial consonant sounds) and rime
(vowel to end of syllable)with
inconsitent accuracy.  Uses onsets
and rimes to create new words.
Identifies the initial and final phoneme
of spoken words.  Manipulates
individual phonemes to create new
words through addition or substitution
or deletion.

Segments spoken words into onset
(initial consonant sounds) and rime
(vowel to end of syllable).  Uses
onsets and rimes to create new words
that include blends and digraphs.
Identifies the initial, medial, and final
phoneme of spoken words.
Manipulates individual phonemes to
create new words through addition,
substitution, and deletion.
DRA WA Tasks that can help
measure these skills include Tasks
#19, #21, #23.

Segments spoken words into onset
(initial consonant sounds) and rime
(vowel to end of syllable)easily and
with consistent accuracy.  Uses
onsets and rimes to create new words
that include blends and digraphs.
Identifies the initial, medial, and final
phoneme of spoken words.
Manipulates individual phonemes to
create long lists of new words through
addition, substitution, and deletion.
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Colorado Academic Standards - Reading, Writing, and Communicating
First Grade Proficiency Level Descriptions

Standard: Oral Expression and Listening
Grade Level Expectation: Verbal and nonverbal language is used to express and receive information

1: Beginning Understanding 2: Meets Some Aspects of GLE 3: Meets GLE 4: Exceeds GLE
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Colorado Academic Standards - Reading, Writing, and Communicating
First Grade Proficiency Level Descriptions

Standard: Reading for All Purposes
Grade Level Expectation: Comprehending and fluently reading a variety of literary and informational texts are the beginning traits of readers
DCSD Progress Report: Begins to read and apply strategies to comprehend text

1: Beginning Understanding 2: Meets Some Aspects of GLE 3: Meets GLE 4: Exceeds GLE

Retells a literary text read or read
aloud that includes only 1 or 2 events
or details, refers to characters using
general pronouns and may include
incorrect information.  Identifies
general idea and has limited
understanding of key words/concepts.
Reads grade level texts orally with
93% or less accuracy, mostly
word-by-word, little expression;
monotone, and does not heed
punctuation.  Makes unrelated or no
predictions.  Reads few
high-frequency words with accuracy
and speed.  Activates background
that is unrelated to topic.  Follows
patterns in very familiar poems.

Retells a literary text read or read
aloud that includes one character,
setting, and some important events
generally in random order.  Identifies
main idea and uses some vocabulary
from text with some understanding of
key concepts in informational texts.
Reads grade level texts orally with
accuracy at 94%, short phrasing,
some expression and heeds some
punctuation.  Makes at least one
prediction related to the text.  Reads
many high frequency words with
accuracy and speed.  Activates
schema and background knowledge
that might me helpful in constructing
meaning.  Rereads with prompting to
clarify meaning.  Follows and
replicates patterns in familiar poems.

Retells a literary text read or read
aloud, including most characters by
name, setting, and sequence of most
important events.  Identifies main idea
and some supporting details in
informational texts.  Reads grade
level texts orally with fluency and
95-99% accuracy, in longer phrases,
with expression that reflects mood,
pace and tension at times, and heeds
most punctuation.  Makes predictions
about what will happen in the text and
explain whether they were confirmed
or not and why.  Reads
high-frequency words with accuracy
and speed.  Activates schema and
background knowledge to construct
meaning.  Rereads when necessary
to clarify meaning.  Follows and
replicates patterns in predictable
poems.

Retells a literary text read or read
aloud, including all characters by
name, setting, and sequence of all
important events from the beginning,
middle, and end.  Identifies main idea
and many supporting details in
informational texts.  Reads grade
level texts orally and with fluency with
99-100% accuracy, in longer,
meaningful phrases, expression that
reflects mood, pace and tension most
of the time, and heeds all punctuation.
Makes at least 3 thoughtful
predictions that go beyond the text
and explains whether they were
accurate or not and why.  Reads
high-frequency and unfamiliar words
with accuracy and speed.  Activates
schema and background knowledge
to construct meaning.  Rereads when
necessary to deeper understanding.
Follows and replicates patterns in
predictable and some unpredictable
poems.
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Colorado Academic Standards - Reading, Writing, and Communicating
First Grade Proficiency Level Descriptions

Standard: Reading for All Purposes
Grade Level Expectation: Decoding words require the application of alphabetic principles, letter sounds, and letter combinations
DCSD Progress Report: Uses letter sounds and letter combinations to decode words

1: Beginning Understanding 2: Meets Some Aspects of GLE 3: Meets GLE 4: Exceeds GLE

Decodes words with single
consonants.  Decodes simple words
with short vowels with little
automaticity.  Uses onsets and rimes
to create few new words and many
nonsense words.  Accurately decodes
known words that follow a predictable
letter/sound relationship.

Decodes words with single
consonants, basic consonant
digraphs, and some consonant
blends.  Decodes words with short
vowels with some automaticity.  Uses
onsets and rimes to create simple
new words and some nonsense
words.  Accurately decodes some
unknown words that follow a
predictable letter/sound relationship.

Decodes words with single
consonants, basic consonant
digraphs (such as th, ch, ng), and
consonant blends.  Decodes words
with short vowels (dip, cap, met) with
automaticity.  Uses onsets and rimes
to create new words (ip to make dip,
lip, slip, ship).  Accurately decodes
unknown words that follow a
predictable letter/sound relationship.

Decodes words with single
consonants, basic and some more
complex consonant diagraphs (tch,
ck, wh) and consonant blends.
Decodes words with short vowels with
automaticity, and some words with
long vowels with automaticity.  Uses
onsets and rimes to create new
words.  Accurately decodes unknown
words that follow a predictable and
unpredictable letter/sound
relationship.
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Colorado Academic Standards - Reading, Writing, and Communicating
First Grade Proficiency Level Descriptions

Standard: Reading for All Purposes
Grade Level Expectation: Understanding word structure, word relationships, and word families needs to be demonstrated to begin to read
DCSD Progress Report: Understands word structures, relationships, and families

1: Beginning Understanding 2: Meets Some Aspects of GLE 3: Meets GLE 4: Exceeds GLE

Identifies base words.  Creates new
words and some nonsense words by
combining base words with simple
affixes.  Identifies some compound
words.  Connects simple known
words to simple new words to
generate some new vocabulary and
some nonsense words.  Organizes
some some words by a given
category that might not belong in the
given category.

Identifies base words and some of
their inflectional forms.  Creates
words by combining base words with
simple affixes.  Identifies compound
words.  Connects simple known
words to simple new words to
generate new vocabulary.  Organizes
some words by a given category and
explains why they might belong in that
group.

Identifies base words (look) and their
inflectional forms (looks, looked,
looking).  Creates new words by
combining base words with affixes to
connect known words to new words.
Identifies and understands compound
words.  Connects known words to
new words to generate new
vocabulary.  Organizes words by a
given category and explains why they
belong in that group.

Consistently identifies base words
and their inflectional forms.  Creates
new and more complex words by
combining base words with affixes to
connect known words to new words.
Identifies, understands, and defines
compound words.  Connects known
words to new words to generate new,
more complex vocabulary.  Organizes
more complex words by a given
category and explains why they
belong in that group.
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Colorado Academic Standards - Reading, Writing, and Communicating
First Grade Proficiency Level Descriptions

Standard: Writing and Composition
Grade Level Expectation: Exploring the writing process develops ideas for writing texts that carry meaning
DCSD Progress Report: Uses the writing process (chooses topic, plans, organizes, adds details)

1: Beginning Understanding 2: Meets Some Aspects of GLE 3: Meets GLE 4: Exceeds GLE

Brainstorms about topic for writing.
Observes teacher using a variety of
graphic organizers.  Creates topic
idea for informational writing and
writes some details.

Has purpose and brainstorms about a
topic for writing.  Thinks of beginning,
middle and end for story.  Competes
a graphic organizer for a specific
purpose.  Organizes informational
writing to include a topic and some
supporting details.

Clarifies purpose and brainstorms
about a topic for writing.  Organizes
narrative writing to include beginning,
middle and end.  Uses pictures or
graphic organizers to plan writing.
Organizes informational writing to
include a clear topic and supporting
details.

Has clear purpose and brainstorms
about topic for writing.  Organizes
narrative writing to include strong
beginning, middle and end. Student's
voice is apparent in narrative writing.
Uses pictures and graphic organizers
to plan writing.  Organizes
informational writing to include clear
topic, supporting details, strong
language, and a conclusion.
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Colorado Academic Standards - Reading, Writing, and Communicating
First Grade Proficiency Level Descriptions

Standard: Writing and Composition
Grade Level Expectation: Appropriate spelling, conventions, and grammar are applied when writing
DCSD Progress Report: Uses appropriate spelling, conventions, and grammar

1: Beginning Understanding 2: Meets Some Aspects of GLE 3: Meets GLE 4: Exceeds GLE

Spaces between words are not
apparent.  Names are not capitalized.
Many letters are written using
incorrect formation. Most words are
misspelled and phonetic strategies
are not applied. Complete sentences
are not evident; isolated words or
short phrases may be used.

Spacing between words is sometimes
lacking.  Sometimes uses
capitalization when writing names.
Some but not all letters are written
using correct formation.  Some high
frequency words are spelled
accurately. Sentences are sometimes
missing capital letters at the
beginning or correct punctuation at
the end. Many words are misspelled
and phonetic strategies are rarely
applied.

Applies appropriate spacing between
words.  Identifies and uses
capitalization in proper nouns.  Writes
letters and other symbols with correct
and legible formation.  Spells high
frequency words accurately. Writes
complete simple sentences using
capital letters and correct punctuation
(period, question mark, explanation
point).  Spells words that follow
learned phonetic patterns with
accuracy.  Applies phonetic strategies
when writing new words.

Applies appropriate spacing between
words.  Identifies and uses
capitalization in proper nouns.  Writes
letters and other symbols with correct
and legible formation. Spells most
words with accuracy.  Writes complex
sentences using capital letters and
correct punctuation (period, question
mark, explanation point, commas).
Applies phonetic strategies, spelling
rules, and/or word family patterns
when writing new and challenging
words.


